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    After his freshman year at Old Dominion University, Johnny enlisted in the 

United States Marine Corps in 1967. He completed basic training in December and 

was on leave in Norfolk prior to deploying to Vietnam when he met the love of his 

life, Diane.   

   He reported for duty at Camp Pendleton and was in advanced combat training there with the 3rd 

Battalion of the Twenty-Seventh Marines when the infamous Vietnamese TET Offensive occurred in 

January 1968. A short time later, his unit was at El Toro Marine Air Base when the President of the 

United States arrived to give them his prayers for a safe return from their mission which was to be the 

lead unit in the TET Counteroffensive. History books now document that in May 1968, his unit of 

approximately 950 Marines, and two others landed in the jungle by helicopter and coordinated search 

and destroy operations against the North Vietnamese Army with an estimated 30,000 troops. The 

North Vietnamese were preparing to attack the US Military complex in DaNang.  (This is covered in the 

history book AFTER TET.)  This operation, code named “Allenbrook”, was part of the subject that was 

later to be known as “The Pentagon Papers” and not de-classified for public release until May 4, 2011. 

   Johnny’s unit lost 172 killed or wounded in the first two days of heavy fighting.  On the fifth day of 

heavy combat, Johnny received a career ending injury.  He was treated in the field by a Navy Corpsman 

and medevaced to a field hospital to be stabilized for the flight to the US Navy Hospital in Yokosuka, 

Japan where he spent many months in surgery and therapy. Johnny was reported to be the last survivor 

of his platoon. He has dedicated his life to the memory of the men who did not come home.  

   By the end of the battle, Johnny’s unit succeeded in their mission to stop the NVA’s attempt to attack 

DaNang. The combined Marine units had lost over 500 killed or wounded.  They were presented the 

Presidential Citation for Extraordinary Heroism in Combat and the Secretary of the Navy Meritorious 

Unit Citation. While in the Yokosuka Naval Hospital, Johnny received the Purple Heart and the 

Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry and after many months of medical care, he was an early retirement 

from the Marine Corps. His other awards include the Vietnam Service Medal, Combat Action Medal, 

Civil Action Medal, Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal and the Sharpshooter Medal.   

   Johnny returned to ODU and graduated with a BS in Business and an MBA. He served ODU as an 

Adjunct Professor of Business, authored published research in algorithms and strategic planning, and 

earned advanced certifications in operations, six sigma statistics, resource management, and other 

areas. He performed volunteer work for the Red Cross, St. Mary’s Home for Children, Protecting 

Children Foundation, USO, and the Lynnhaven River Now organization. He holds membership in the 

VFW, DAV, Military Order of the Purple Heart, and the Hampton Roads Council of Veterans 

Organizations. 

   Johnny worked for the Mattel Toy Company, becoming an executive leader. He is currently a staff 

member at the Portsmouth Naval Hospital and he has led teams and won acclaim from the Secretary 

of the Navy, the Deputy Secretary of the Navy, and numerous Navy commands. He was appointed by 

the Governor to the Virginia State Board of Veterans Services, presently serving as the Vice Chairman 

of this Board.  

    His hobbies are sailing, wildlife art (he has a museum display), and playing the saxophone, 

occasionally joining in with the Original Rhondels, a well-known local band. 



       Johnny and Diane got married a short time after his return home from combat and just celebrated 

their 47th wedding anniversary.  Johnny, Diane, and their dog, Jazzy, live in Virginia Beach where their 

son, daughter-in-law, and two grandchildren also reside. 

 


