
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 March 13, 2013 

 

 

 

TO:  Wetlands Board Members 

 

 

 

FROM: Richard W. Scarper 

 

 

 

RE:  March, 2013 Wetlands Board Applications 

 

 

Attached are the Planning Department's administrative comments 

for the following wetlands/dunes applications to be heard at 

the March 18, 2013 Wetlands Board Public Hearing. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

CHAO-HUI-SUNG ----------------------------------- VB13-020-SD 

 

 

ORIOLE VENTURES, LLC      VB11-022-NVW 

 

 

JERMIAL BEACH, LLC       VB13-024-SD 

 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding these 

comments: 636-3154. 

 

 



RWS:--- 

 

Attachments: 

 

C: Jack Whitney 

Karen Lasley 

VIMS 

Justin Worrell 

Kay Wilson 

David Compton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS CONTAINED IN THE 

ATTACHED AGENDA CONSTITUTE STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EACH APPLICATION AND ARE ADVISORY ONLY. FINAL 

DETERMINATION OF THE APPLICATION IS MADE BY THE 

VIRGINIA BEACH WETLANDS BOARD AT THE PUBLIC 

HEARING. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

A.CHAO-HUI-SUNG --------------------------------- VB13-020-SD 

 

Background: 

 



This is a request to re-grade/cut the dune backface 

(approximately 31 cubic yards) and to install approximately 

493 square feet of additional concrete parking. The project is 

located on the Atlantic Ocean in the Sandbridge area. The 

project involves alteration to a coastal primary sand dune as 

defined in the Coastal Primary Sand Dune Zoning Ordinance and 

accompanying State enabling legislation.  

 

The applicant has stated that the primary purpose for the 

project is to enhance safety of families using the home and 

the secondary purpose of the project is to add value to the 

property. 

 

Recommendation 

 

The Coastal Primary Sand Dune Protection Act declares that it 

is the "policy of the Commonwealth whenever reasonably 

necessary to preserve and protect coastal primary sand dunes 

and to prevent their despoliation and destruction and whenever 

practical to accommodate necessary economic development in a 

manner consistent with the protection of such features." The 

Planning Department is of the opinion that the subject request 

is consistent with the Commonwealth’s stated policy governing 

coastal primary dunes provided the dune is re-vegetated post 

construction.   

  

Accordingly, due to the project's potential for moderate 

impact on the coastal dune/beach resource, the Planning 

Department recommends the project be approved subject to: 

 

Post construction, sprig with American Beach grass 12” on-

center for all disturbed/re-graded portions of the coastal 

dune. 

 

NOTE: The applicant should comment on the disposition of 

excavated sand. 

 

 

B. ORIOLE VENTURES, LLC     VB11-022-NVW 

 

Background: 

 

This is a request to construct and backfill approximately 160 

linear feet of quarry stone riprap revetment located on Back 

Neck Cove in the Shorehaven area. The applicant’s agent has 

indicated that approximately 140 square feet of non-vegetated 

and approximately 20 square feet of vegetated wetlands will be 

impacted. The applicant’s shoreline is experiencing erosion 

due in part to failure of an existing bulkhead and revetment. 

The subject shoreline is subjected to erosion induced by tidal 



storm events. Adjacent shoreline properties have been 

similarly rehabilitated. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

While the applicant has minimized impacts to both vegetated 

and non-vegetated wetland resources, no information was 

provided regarding on-site compensation. As such, the Planning 

Department recommends the project be deferred pending 

submission of a compensation plan. In addition, the revised 

site plan shall address the limits of construction and 

backfill.  

 

C. JERMIAL BEACH, LLC      VB13-024-SD 

 

Background: 

 

This is a request to install approximately 617 linear feet of 

composite vertical sheet pile bulkhead located on the Atlantic 

Ocean in the Sandbridge area. The project involves alteration 

to a coastal primary sand dune/beach as defined in the Coastal 

Primary Sand Dune Zoning Ordinance and accompanying State 

Recommendation: 

 

The Coastal Primary Sand Dune Protection Act declares that it 

is the "policy of the Commonwealth whenever reasonably 

necessary to preserve and protect coastal primary sand dunes 

and to prevent their despoliation and destruction and whenever 

practical to accommodate necessary economic development in a 

manner consistent with the protection of such features." The 

Planning Department is of the opinion that the submitted 

sites’ may be in clear and imminent danger inasmuch as the 

site is in receipt of on-going beach nourishment and there is 

no recent evidence to suggest that Sandbridge Beach has begun 

to naturally accrete.    

 

House Bill 2586 validated the use of bulkheads for erosion 

protection at Sandbridge if the structure or property is in 

clear and imminent danger from erosion and storm damage due to 

severe wave action or storm surge. Accordingly, the regular 

provisions of the Dune Ordinance and Dune Act may not apply 

for the subject request provided the Board deems the project 

in clear and imminent danger.  


