
Minutes 

City of Virginia Beach 
Electoral Board 

Meeting of March 4, 2020 

The Virginia Beach Electoral Board Meeting was called to order by D.A. Ablowich, 
Chairman at 9:05 AM, Wednesday, March 4, 2020 with other Electoral Board members 
present: Lauralee Grim, Vice-Chairman, and Tim Barrow, Secretary. Also present was 
Donna Patterson, Director of Elections/General Registrar. These minutes constitute the 
account of proceedings required by the Code of Virginia §24.2-107 and are prepared in 
accordance with Robert's Rules of Order 11th Edition. 

The purpose of this meeting is the canvass of the vote in the March 3, 2020 Democratic 
Party Presidential Primary Election in accordance with the Code of Virginia §24.2-671. 

The canvass was recessed at 9:05 AM for the purpose of beginning the provisional ballot 
processing meeting. 

The provisional ballot processing portion of the canvass started with the opening the 
precinct lA Envelopes containing the provisional ballots so that investigations of the log 
sheets that set forth the reasons for casting the provisional ballots could begin. A. 
Ablowich, L. Grim and T. Barrow, Virginia Beach Electoral Board; D. Patterson, 
Director of Elections/General Registrar; Deputy Registrar Christine Lewis and Voter 
Registration Supervisor Shirley Stanton, Registrar staff members, and Pam Walizer and 
others of the Circuit Court staff were present. No authorized representatives were present. 

The meeting began with the hearing of those citizens who attended the meeting and 
presented their reasons for offering a provisional ballot: Louise Washington, Culver 
Precinct (0063) and Tanya Bailey, Buckner Precinct (0074). 

At 9:25 AM the Board continued with the opening the IA Envelopes to investigate the 
reasons for voting the provisional ballots. At 10:35 AM it had been determined that 158 
provisional ballots, including 13 ID Only ballots, had been submitted. Research of the 
acceptability of each was begun. This portion of the provisional ballot meeting was 
concluded. 

The provisional ballot meeting was recessed at 10:40 AM until such time as the research 
on each individual provisional vote offered was completed and until the noon Friday, 
March 6, for submission of an approved photo ID by those who offered Provisional ID 
Only ballots. 

The Electoral Board and Director of Elections/General Registrar continued the meeting 
with a motion by T. Barrow to approve the meeting agenda, which was properly 
seconded and approved by voice vote. There was a general discussion of various 
elections issues. The function and job description of precinct assistants was discussed 
with the intent of ensuring the appropriate number of assistants with the necessary skills 
were assigned. A brief discussion pertaining to ensuring quality control is in place when 
election materials are packed and distributed to the chiefs/assistant chiefs. 

At 12:05 PM the canvass was recessed until 12:30 PM Wednesday, March 4, 2020, to 
canvass the 100 precincts. 
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The canvass reconvened at 12:30 PM to canvass the votes cast at each precinct. There 
were no observers present representing the political parties and candidates. 

At 12:25 PM the following canvass officials were sworn in: Patrick Thomas, Mary Ann 
Thomas, Gwen Holmes, Raymond Newlon, Joseph Bernard, and Gwen Mulholland. 
Other canvass team members from the office of the General Registrar were: Christina 
White, Annick Koumal, and Stephanie Wiggins 

Three teams conducting the canvass were: Team #1: Al Ablowich, Christina White, Pat 
Thomas and Raymond Newlon; Team #2, Lauralee Grim, Stephanie Wiggins, Gwen 
Mulholland, and Joe Bernard Team #3: Tim Barrow, Annick Koumal, Mary Ann Thomas 
and Gwen Holmes. 

The three teams then began to canvass the results of the 100 Virginia Beach precincts 
with the assistance of Pam Walizer and other staff members of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court. 

At 3 :00 PM Wednesday, March 4, the teams working with the Electoral Board on the 
canvass of the 100 precincts, such work now having been completed, were dismissed 
with thanks and appreciation. 

The canvass reconvened at 3:15 PM Wednesday, March 4 with the Electoral Board, D. · 
Patterson, Director of Elections/General Registrar, C. Lewis, Deputy Registrar, and Laura 
Kane and Anni ck Koumal, General Registrar staff, and members of the Circuit Court 
staff present to review the Central Absentee Precinct (CAP) election material. No 
authorized representatives were present: 

A total of 2006 mail ballots were sent to voters. A total of 2,401 absentee ballots were 
recorded, consisting of 1, 133 in-person and 1,268 mail ballots. These numbers included 
87 hand counted ballots. In-person absentee votes were from the office of the General 
Registrar and three satellite voting locations. Canvass of the CAP was completed at 4:00 
PM. The canvass was continued until 12:00 AM noon Friday for completion of the 
provisional votes. 

The meeting continued with Electoral Board members and D. Patterson, Director of 
Elections/General Registrar to discuss other items of business. Because of the late 
transmission of five UOCAVA ballots, the canvass will have to be continued to Friday, 
March 13, to process these ballots, if received. 

At 5:05 PM, Wednesday, March 4, 2020 the meeting was recessed until 10:00 AM 
Friday, March 6, 2020, at which time a review of election security measures will take 
place. 

The Electoral Board reconvened at 10:00 AM Friday, March 6, 2020 to discuss election 
security measures. Ernie Virginia Beach 

T. Barrow made the following motion for the ·Board to go into closed session: To discuss 
protocols for maintaining the security of the Virginia voter registration system and the 
supporting technologies utilized to maintain and record registrant information, where 
discussion of such matters in open meeting would compromise the security of the 
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Virginia voter registration system This motion was properly seconded by L. Grim, and 
approved by voice vote. 

Present during the closed meeting were: A. Ablowich, L. Grim and T. Barrow, Virginia 
Beach Electoral Board; D. Patterson, Director of Elections/General Registrar; Deputy 
Registrar Christine Lewis, Christian Logan, Registrar Staff, and Ernie Fornie, Virginia 
Beach City Information Security 

At 11 :27 AM the Board re-convened in open session. L. Grim moved to accept the 
Certificate of Closed Meeting. The motion was properly seconded and approved by voice 
vote. 

The minutes of the February 4, 2020 Electoral Board were reviewed. Upon a motion by 
L. Grim and properly seconded, the minutes were approved by voice vote. 

The provisional ballot meeting was reconvened at 12:00 noon. This portion of the 
meeting was to determine the acceptability of each provisional ballot offered following 
the research of each ballot. There were no authorized representatives present: 

Each precinct Envelope IA was opened and the eligibility for counting the enclosed 
provisional ballot was determined. Each outside envelope B was marked to indicate 
accept or reject and the reason for rejection was recorded on the Provisional Log. Each 
accepted Envelope B was opened and the ballot set aside for subsequent counting. 

This processing was completed at 2:00 PM. ADS 200 optical scan tabulator was used to 
tabulate all accepted ballots. Tabulation was completed at 2:21 PM. 

Of the total of 158 provisional votes offered on Election Day, 37 were found to be 
properly registered to vote. This included a total of 13 Photo ID Only provisional ballots 
offered, of which two were determined to be valid as the voter had subsequently 
presented a copy of an acceptable form of identification. 

The names of voters whose provisional ballots were accepted have been recorded in the 
provisional poll book, their vote counted, and included in the election results. The 
remaining 121 were found to be disqualified, and therefore deemed ineligible to vote a 
provisional ballot. These voters will be notified as to why they were not qualified to vote 
in this Virginia Beach general election. The Statement of Results prepared, and the 
provisional vote count entered into VERIS. The processing for the provisional ballots 
was completed at 2:45 PM. 

The Abstract of Votes was completed, signed, and copies prepared. This process was 
concluded at 3:15 PM. D. Patterson emailed copies of the abstracts to ELECT prior to the 
originals being sent via UPS to ELECT. 

Electoral Board members received authorization and usernarne for the City of Virginia 
Beach email system with the assistance of E. Fornie. C. Logan assisted Board members 
with setting up their accounts. 

Training for the June Primary Election(s) was discussed briefly. Since training all 
election officials is not required, the possibility of offering workshops for specific topics 
was mentioned. 
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At 5:05 the canvass recessed until 4:30 PM, Friday 13, 2020. At this time, UOCAVA 
ballots authorized to be received late will be evaluated for counting. 

The canvass reconvened on Friday, March 13, 2020, at 4:30 PM. Present were the 
electoral board members and Christine Lewis, Deputy Registrar. None of the UOCA VA 
ballots authorized to be received late was returned. C. Lewis will notify ELECT that the 
abstract of votes previously submitted is final and correct. 

The next meeting of the Electoral Board will be held on Wednesday, April 22, 2020 at 
l:OOPM. 

Having completed its work, the board meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM, Friday, March 
13, 2020. 
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