
Minutes 

City of Virginia Beach 
Electoral Board 

Meeting of December 4, 2019 

The Virginia Beach Electoral Board Meeting was called to order by D.A. Ablowich, 
Chairman at 1:30 PM, Wednesday, December 4, 2019, in Building 14, Municipal Center, 
Virginia Beach, with other Electoral Board members present: Lauralee Grim, Vice 
Chairman and Tim Barrow, Secretary. Also present was Donna Patterson, Director of 
Elections/General Registrar and Christine Lewis, Deputy Registrar. These minutes 
constitute the account of proceedings required by the Code of Virginia §24.2-107, §2.2-
3707 and are prepared in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order 11th Edition. 

A motion by T. Barrow to approve the agenda for this meeting was properly seconded 
and approved by voice vote. 

Citizens addressing the Board: None 

A motion by L. Grim to approve the minutes as corrected of the previous Board meeting 
held on November 6, 2019 was properly seconded and approved by voice vote. 

The purpose ofthis meeting is: 

a. Status of Sabre Rd. Site. 

b. November Election Recount Preparation Status 

1. Recount Official Training 

2. Recount Preparations 

c. ELECT Memo - HB 2178 Voter Registration System Security 

1. EIAT Status 

2. IT Dept. Point of Contact 

d. Polling Locations 

Status of Sabre Rd. Site. 

B. Kubin of the City Attorney's office informed D. Patterson that the Navy stated that the 
use of the Sabre Road property for use by the General Registrar was acceptable under 
terms of the easement. D. Paterson will go with the city's traffic engineers to the site to 
identify possible solutions to the absentee voter and walk-in client parking and curbside 
voting issues previously raised by the Electoral Board. The Board expressed an interest in 
having the Facilities Department work with the property owner to resolve these and the 
internal space configuration for use by the administrative office of the General 
Registrar/Director of Elections. 
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November Election Recount Preparation Status 

1. Recount Official Training. The power point presentation was reviewed 
and annotated with changes for incorporation into the fmal training presentation. D. 
Patterson will prepare the smooth power point presentation and distribute to all parties 
involved. 

2. Recount Preparations. Clerk of the Court Tina Sinnen D. Patterson, and 
C. Lewis rearranged tables and chairs in the second floor conference room to 
accommodate the five recount teams. Each of the five tables will have two recount 
officials, two observers, and one representative of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. The 
lunch break procedure was reviewed, D. Patterson will provide the major portion of the 
recount officials training using the power point presentation previously discussed. 

As a related issue, use of the new warehouse location for canvass of elections and 
recounts was discussed. It was recognized that several procedural issues must be 
resolved, including the storage location of the voted ballots following each election. 
Sharing the warehouse space with other city departments would reduce ballot security 
and present additional challenges. 

ELECT Memo -HB 2178 Voter Registration System Securit 

1. EIAT Status. This cybersecurity self-assessment report has been 
completed as directed by ELECT and may be suitable to establish a baseline as intended. 
However, the low score is indicative of little formal documentation of cybersecurity 
processes and lack of familiarity with the city's capabilities on the part of the initial 
assessor. 

2. IT Dept. Point of Contact. The IT Department point of contact. No 
discussions have been held to determine their capability to complete the NCSR self
assessment or to augment the EIAT assessment. 

Polling Locations. 

C. Lewis led a discussion pertaining to current election day polling locations. The 
polling location for Rudee Precinct (0072) will be moved to Cook Elementary School 
Redwing Precinct (0030) will remain at Seatack Elementary School. The former location 
at the Fraternal Order of Police building has been sold, and the new owners were 
contacted and we are awaiting their response. Chimney Hill Precinct (0080) maybe 
moving back to its location, now called Kingdom Church. Little Neck Precinct (0092) 
located at Lynnhaven United Methodist Church is instituting a key fob process for 
security. The impact on election officials and voters has not yet been determined. 

Additional members of the GR/DOE staff joined the meeting to discuss in-person 
absentee voting at satellite locations and its impact on staff. Laura Kane made a 
presentation with other staff members present: Annick Koumal, Jennifer Halpin and 
Shirley Stanton. Their concerns as presented were to ensure that temporary employees 
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were hired and trained in sufficient time and in sufficient numbers to staff the satellite 
locations and still provide for regular office absentee voting services. 

Other Business 

C. Lewis reported that the city's Finance Department will not recommend a special 
budget to the GR/DOE budget to pay for the recount. A budget request for additional 
funds will be requested when the GR/DOE current funds run low. 

The city's IT Department is no longer providing laptop computers on a loan basis as had 
been the practice in the past for temporary employees hired prior to an election. 

The next regular meeting of this board will be held at the call of the chairman. Notice of 
the Board members meeting as part of the recount of the g3rd House District during the 
week of December IO will be posted. 

Having completed its work, the board meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM December 4, 
2019. 

D.A. Ablowich, Chairman 

Lauralee Grim, Vice Chairman 
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