
Minutes 


City ofVirginia Beach 

Electoral Board 


Meeting ofJune 14, 2017 


The Virginia Beach Electoral Board Meeting was called to order by D.A. Ablowich, 
Chairman at 10:00 AM, Wednesday, June 14, 2017, in Building 14, Municipal Center, 
Virginia Beach, with other Electoral Board members present: Lauralee Grim, Vice 
Chairman and Tim Barrow, Secretary. Also present was Donna Patterson, Director of 
Elections/General Registrar. These minutes constitute the account ofproceedings 
required by the Code ofVirginia §24.2-107, §2.2-3707 and are prepared in accordance 
with Robert's Rules of Order 11th Edition. 

A motion by L. Grim to approve the agenda for this meeting was properly seconded and 
approved by voice vote. 

A motion by T. Barrow to approve the minutes of the previous Board meeting held on 
May 3, 2017 was properly seconded and approved by voice vote. 

The purpose of this meeting is the canvass of the vote in the Democratic and Republican 
Party Primary Elections of June 13, 2017 in accordance with the Code of Virginia §24.2
671. 

The following observers were present: None. 

The canvass was recessed at 10:10 AM for the purpose ofopening the precinct Envelopes 
1 A containing the regular provisional ballots so that investigations of the log sheets that 
set forth the reasons for casting the provisional ballots could begin. No observers 
representing candidates or individual voters were present. The Electoral Board and 
General Registrar began the provisional ballot meeting with the provisional ballots 
submitted for the Democratic Primary Election. Registrar staff assisting were S. Stanton 
and C. Lewis. Also present was Pam Waltizer, Clerk of the Court Staff. At 10:45 AM, it 
had been determined that 57 provisional ballots, including one ID Only ballots, had been 
submitted for the Democratic Party Primary Election. The Board continued with the 
opening of the Envelope 1A from each precinct containing the provisional ballots 
submitted in the Republican Party Primary Election. At 11 :25 AM, it had been 
determined that 17 provisional ballots, including 5 ID Only ballots, had been submitted 
for the Republican Party Primary Election. Research ofthe acceptability of each 
provisional ballot was begun. 

At 11:40 AM the meeting was recessed until 12:30 PM. 

The canvass reconvened at 12:35 PM the Building 14 Conference Room to canvass the 
votes cast at each precinct. Also present wasP. Waltizer and other Clerk of the Court 
staff. The following observers present: None. 

The following canvass officials were sworn in by D. Patterson: Pat Thomas, Mary Ann 
Thomas, Gwen Holmes, Gwen Mulholland, Joseph Bernard, and Raymond Newlon. 
Other canvass team members from the office of the General Registrar were: Christina 
White, Annick Koumal, and Stephanie Wiggins. 
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The canvass reviewed the documentation provided from each precinct. Three teams 
conducting the canvass were: Team #1: Al Ablowich, Christina White, Pat Thomas and 
Raymond Newlon; Team #2, Lauralee Grim, Stephanie Wiggins, Joe Bernard and Gwen 
Mulholland; Team #3: Tim Barrow, Annick Koumal, Mary Ann Thomas and Gwen 
Holmes. The three teams then began to canvass the results of the 98 Virginia Beach 
precincts participating in the Democratic and Republican Party Primary Elections. 

At 3:57PM Wednesday, June 14, the teams working with the Electoral Board on the 
canvass ofthe 98 precincts, such work now having been completed, were dismissed with 
thanks and appreciation. 

The meeting continued with the canvass of the Central Absentee Precinct. In addition to 
the Electoral Board members, Laura Kaine and Annick Koumal from the General 
Registrar's staff and D. Patterson were present. No observers were present. In the 
Democratic Party Primary Election, a total of 698 absentee ballots were recorded, 
included 358 in-person, 329 mail, and 11 hand counted. In the Republican Party Primary 
Election, a total of686 absentee ballots were recorded, included 386 in-person, 295 mail, 
and 5 hand counted. Ofthe 57 UOCOVA ballots sent out late, 41 have not been returned. 
The CAP canvass was completed at 4:30 PM. 

The Board continued in session to discuss other agenda items as follows: 

Election Day Concerns. The new polling location for Courthouse Precinct (035) at 
Kellam High School was discussed. T. Barrow reported that, based upon his evaluation of 
his Election Day visit to that site, the facility offered by the school was unacceptable for 
future elections. D. Patterson will schedule a meeting with school officials to negotiate a 
space more suitable for subsequent elections. 

There was a discussion of the potential for a schoollockdown and its implications if it 
happened on an election day. This topic required additional research and possible review 
ofemergency plans. It will be an agenda item for a future Board meeting. 

Discussion ofswitching the polling locations for Cromwell (054) and Hillcrest (087) 
Precincts. The staff suggestion to switch the polling locations for Cromwell and Hillcrest 
Precincts was discussed, Because the new polling location for Hillcrest Precinct at New 
Castle Elementary School was new for this election, it was decided by consent that any 
polling location changed would be re-evaluated in the future in association with other 
precinct changes. 

Former Election Officer Hearing. The Board by consent agreed to hear the concerns by a 
former officer of election at the next scheduled meeting. 

Annual training for the General Registrar and Electoral Board members will be held by 
ELECT in Richmond June 20-22. D. Patterson, C. Lewis, and two staff members will 
attend all three days as well as L. Grim and A. Ablowich. 
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The canvass recessed at 5:35PM on Wednesday, June 14, until Friday, June 16, 2017 at 
12:00 noon. 

The canvass reconvened on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 12:00 noon for the purpose of 
completing the provisional ballots and completion of the Abstract ofVotes. Present were 
A. Ablowich, and T. Barrow, Electoral Board; D. Patterson, Director of 
Elections/General Registrar; Tracy Gibson and Jerome Lawrence, Registrar's staff; and P. 
Waltizer, Clerk of the Court staff. L. Grim was absent due to a previous commitment. 

The continuation of the provisional ballots processing continued. No observers were 
present. 

The initial count ofprovisional ballots determined at the provisional ballot meeting of the 
Board on June 14 was corrected after additional review. Ofthe total of 56 provisional 
votes offered on Election Day in the Democratic Party Primary Election, 18 were found 
to be properly registered to vote, including no ID Only. The Envelopes B were opened 
and the ballot set aside for subsequent counting. 

Of the total of23 provisional votes offered on Election Day in the Republican Party 
Primary Election, 13 were found to be properly registered to vote, including 2 ID Only. 
The Envelopes B were opened and the ballot set aside for subsequent counting. 

After opening the carrier envelopes, the paper ballots were counted using the DS200 
optical scanner, and the results tabulated. 

The names have been recorded in the applicable precinct poll book, their vote counted, 
and included in the election results. The remaining 38 Democratic Party Primary voters 
and 10 Republican Party voters were found to be disqualified, and therefore deemed 
ineligible to vote a provisional ballot. These voters will be notified as to why they were 
not qualified to vote in these Virginia Beach primary elections. 

The processing for the provisional ballots was completed at 1 :45 PM and the provisional 
vote count entered into VERIS. 

Access to the flash drives contained in Envelope 7C was requested to determine 
overvotes for the following precincts: Great Neck (010), Baker (061) and Lake Joyce 
(090). A request was submitted to ELECT and permission received to access these 
Envelopes 7C. 

While waiting for the completion ofthe Abstract ofVotes, the Board continued with the 
meeting agenda. 

Evaluation of the electronic pollbook software AskED ePollbook offered by Robis, Inc. 
Christian Logan, General Registrar's staff reviewed with the Board the questionnaire 
responses returned by the five precincts participating in the evaluation of the Robis EPBs. 

The Abstract ofVotes was completed, signed, and copies prepared. 

The Board is tentatively scheduled to meet at 5:30PM, Friday, June 23, for possible 
revision to the Abstract ofVotes. This date is based upon the anticipated meeting of the 
State Board ofElections to certify the results of the primary elections. This Board 
meeting will not be held ifno UOCA VA ballots received after the June deadline due to 
the absentee mailing problem reported in the May 3, 2017 Board meeting minutes. 

3 




Minutes - Electoral Board Meeting of June 14, 2017 

The following are potential agenda items: EPB software; report of the Kellam High 
School polling location; security measures in the event of a schoollockdown; emergency 
polling location(s). 

The next regular meeting of this board will be scheduled at a later date. 

Having completed its work, the board meeting was adjourned at 4:17PM June 16, 2017. 

The canvass reconvened on Monday, June 26, 2017 at 5: 15 PM for the purpose of 
correcting the Abstract ofVotes for the Republican Party Lieutenant Governor contest. 
Present were A. Ablowich, and L. Grim, Electoral Board; D. Patterson, Director of 
Elections/General Registrar; and Tracy Gibson, Registrar's staff. T. Barrow was absent 
due to a previous commitment. An erroneous entry into VERIS of a write-in vote was 
corrected to reflect an overvote. The corrected Abstract of Votes was completed and 
forwarded to ELECT. The canvass adjourned at 5:30PM. 

The canvass reconvened on Wednesday, July 12, 2017 at 9:00 AM for the purpose of re
submitting the Abstract ofVotes for the Republican Party Lieutenant Governor contest 
with the signatures of the Electoral Board members who signed the original abstract. 
Present were A. Ablowich, and T. Barrow, Electoral Board; D. Patterson, Director of 
Elections/General Registrar; and C. Lewis, Deputy General Registrar. The Abstract of 
Votes was completed, signed, and forwarded to ELECT. The canvass adjourned at 9:15 
AM, July 12, 2017 

D.A. Ablowich, Chairman 

~~/':::!~. 
Lauralee Grim, Vice Chairman 
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* VIRGINIA* Commonwealth of Virginia 
DEPARTMENT cif ELECTIONS Request to Inspect Sealed Eleetion Materials 

§§ 24.2-659 and 24.2-669 of the Code ofVirginia 

Election Date: J().nC 1~1 I).__Qil Date ofRequest: JLA.ne. 15, Z..Oil 
Requested By: r}l~S,\jYJ f U W~~ (T~~ ptJL.\v) Vl~tS\ycv(

~-r,e> . ~ 
Locality: Yt(g \nl a Q·eaLt1 

Precinct Name: _,..\}'-"Q."'"'yL....L\-"'-O..._U,_,S'--------- Prednct Number: \/tAn 0\JS 
Specific Envelope or Equipment whicll needs to be inspected: 

1 C f.nvek pes t/C D·rr··c1ncts C90 r "o tl Jt .uce \ Ott/ 

The Envelope or Equipment needs to be inspected to determine: 

Lt~\ 1S ·\npc> \. v.u-e \lot V(l n. \Jttd :h.> i - ~e-levrn ire 

CN~ '( VOtfS. 


ELECT review: ___ Polley ___Election Services ___Voting Equipment 

AUTHORIZATION GRANTED BY THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS 

To the Clerk of the Court for ______County/City: 

Pursuant to §§ 24.2-659 and 24.2-669, tbe Electoral Board is authorized to open and inspect the 
envelope(s) or equipment specified above for the reason(s) stated above. The Clerk of the Circuit Court 
must be present and the local chairs of each political party and each independent or primary candidate 
on the ballot for the precinct must be given sufficient notice of the time and place of the meeting and a 
majority of the officers of elecdon from the precinct must be present and correct the statement of results 
and reseal the envelope or equipment. 

Special conditions/instructions: ---------------------

es, Commissioner {or designee) 
fEiections 

Date 

SBE-659 REV 1.1015 


