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1. What was the purpose of the webinar? 
The purpose of the Citizen Information Webinar was to provide information regarding the 
proposed 17th Street Phase I project and to provide the public an opportunity to offer comments 
or submit written material concerning the preliminary design. The webinar also provided a high-
level overview of phase 2 and offer the public an opportunity to weigh in on the proposed 
improvements. 
 

2. Why are the 17th Street projects necessary?    
Virginia Beach Boulevard/17th Street does not meet current roadway standards and is 
dilapidated.  Rehabilitation of this corridor is a critical component of the Central Beach 
Entertainment District, ViBe Creative District and Resort Area as a whole. This project is a priority 
of the Resort Area Strategic Action Plan and needed to facilitate redevelopment of local 
businesses and make the area more accessible and attractive for future development. The 
project will improve the roadway corridor within the existing right of way while also creating a 
more walkable and bikeable corridor.  The project will also provide necessary utility upgrades 
within the corridor including relocating overhead lines underground into a duct bank, upgrading 
water and sewer lines, upgrading the drainage system, providing LED street lights, and aesthetic 
features (pavers, street trees, neighborhood identifiers, etc.).   
 

3. Do you anticipate needing additional right of way?     
The projects are intended to utilize the existing right of way for the most part; however, some 
minor pieces of additional right of way will be needed to accommodate the improvements within 
the corridor. Additionally, permanent and temporary easements will be needed for utilities and 
construction. 
 

4. Will the project provide on street parking? 
The project will remove the existing metered on street parking spaces along Virginia Beach 
Boulevard/17th Street between Pacific and Arctic Avenues.  However, additional on street parking 
spaces will be gained along Baltic Avenue and Mediterranean Avenue with this project. 
 

5. Will the new on street parking spaces be in the residential permit parking program (RPPP)? 
The management of these spaces has not yet been determined. Only on street parking spaces in 
front of residential properties can be considered for the RPPP however.  
 

6. Will the 17th Street projects fix flooding? 
This project will not “fix” the flooding, but the project will provide new stormwater systems to 
help reduce the flooding.  The project will be design in accordance with the new Public Works 
Standards that account for increased rainfall and sea level rise. 
 

7. How much will 17th Street Phase I Improvements cost? 
Design…………………………………….. $2,000,000 
Right of Way………………………………. $1,000,000 
Private Utility Adjustment………. $3,000,000 
Construction…………………………… $16,315,000 
Street Lights (LED)……….……………. $410,000 
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Landscaping……………………….…….… $400,000 
Contingency…………………………… $2,875,000 
Total Project Cost…………………. $26,000,000 

 
8. Are my tax dollars paying for this project? 

The 17th Street Phase 1 project is not funded from the general fund. This project is funded using 
Public Facility Bonds and the associated debt service is anticipated to be paid out of the Tourism 
Investment Program (TIP). The preliminary design study for 17th Street Phase II (from Cypress 
Avenue to Birdneck Road) is funded from the general fund. 

 
9. What is the 17th Street Phase I project schedule? 

Complete Final Design – October 2021 
Begin easement acquisition phase – October 2021 
Construction – October 2022 to May 2026 
 

10. How long will the 17th Phase I project take to construct? 
The project is anticipated to take four years off-season work to construct, beginning in October 
of 2022 and ending in May of 2026. 
 

11. Why will the project take so long? 
The project is subject to a construction moratorium, preventing construction from May 1st to 
October 1st, only allowing 7 months of construction each year.  The project must also maintain 
traffic along the corridor while construction is occurring. 
 

12. Is there any chance construction could take place during the summer to accelerate the 
construction timeline? 
We will work with City leadership to discuss the construction moratorium and look at ways to 
improve the construction schedule as the design advances.  
 

13. Will people be able to get to my business / property during construction? 
Yes, the roadway will remain open during construction.  Access to businesses and properties 
along the corridor will remain open during construction.  Short term closures may be necessary 
to facilitate construction, but the City will work with the property owners to minimize/coordinate 
down time. 
 

14. Are there any accommodations for HRT Bus Stops? 
The corridor currently has three existing bus stops.  These bus stops will be maintained with this 
project.  If the existing bus stop is impacted by this project, the bus stop will be reconstructed. 
 

15. When does the 18th Street work start and will this work overlap at the same time? 
The 18th Street Improvement project is anticipated to start September 2021 and be completed 
by May 2023. The tail end of the 18th Street project may overlap the beginning work of the 17th 
Street Phase I project during the 2022/2023 off-season. 
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16. Will Phase II of 17th Street between Cypress Avenue and Birdneck Road start before Phase I of 
17th Street between Pacific and Cypress Avenues is complete? Or could they be completed at 
the same time? 
Currently, Phase II is only funded for preliminary design to 10%.  It is not anticipated to overlap 
with the Phase I project at this time.  If full design and construction funding becomes available 
for Phase II, we will work to implement it as efficiently as possible with Phase I to minimize 
disruption. 
 

17. Have you considered a unique look for the improvements along 17th Street to give a sense of 
arrival to the ViBe Creative District? 
Yes. It is mostly to be determined yet, but a creative palette of streetscape features, like the bike 
racks and ViBe District Neighborhood Identifiers implemented on 19th Street, will also be 
considered where possible for 17th Street.  
 

18. Will property owners have a choice of location and width of new driveway entrances and 
aprons? 
The existing corridor has a lot of driveways along the corridor which greatly affect the vehicular, 
bike, and pedestrians users of the corridor.  As part of this project, we will be looking to improve 
access to properties within the corridor.  We will be working with property owners on the 
location and size of proposed driveways; however, we must still meet the City standards for 
driveway widths and construction. 
 

19. Is this the final design and will our opinion and comments matter? 
The displays presented in the 11/18/2020 webinar were prepared based on preliminary (30%) 
design.  The design is not final yet, but will be in the next year. 

It is important that you tell us if there are aspects of the design that you strongly support or 
oppose and why. Your input gives us a perspective we may not have considered and helps to 
shape the project scope, so please share your comments and ideas with us.   

20. How can the public stay informed about the progress of the project? 
Project updates will be posted on the City’s website: www.vbgov.com/17thStreet .  

 
21. Who should I talk to if I have a question, concern or idea for the project?  

All project questions should be directed to the City’s designated Project Manager Denis Ozowara 
Jr (DOzowara@vbgov.com).  Mr. Ozowara will coordinate a response in consultation with the 
appropriate City staff and design team member.   
 
 

http://www.vbgov.com/17thStreet

