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2040 Vision to Action Community Coalition 
 

January 10, 2014 
Strategic Growth Area Office 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Committee Members 
Georgia Allen √ 
Jason Barney  
Edwina Bergano √ 
Mike Cullipher  
Benjamin Davenport √ 
Daniel Edwards √ 
Naomi Estaris  
Andrew Fine  
Ed Hamm  
Peggy Layne  
John Malbon  
Martha McClees  
Gary McCollum √ 
Bert Reese  
Candace Slade  
Cheryl Snowden √ 
Tim Stiffler  
Joe Voorhees √ 
 

Support Staff Present 
Barry Frankenfield SGA Office Kathy Hevey ODO 
David Eisenbraun SGA Office Charleen Cooper SGA Office 
    

Guest(s) Present 
Clay Bernick, Planning 
Whitney McNamara, Planning 
Geraldine Hunt, HRC 

Will Freeman, Planning 
Beatriz Amberman, HRC 
George, Amberman, HRC 

 
Discussion 
 
Opening Comments 
o Gary called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for coming.  He wished everyone back 

for a “New Year” and hoped everyone had a nice holiday season with friends and family. 
o Charleen stated that it has been a pleasure working with everyone and is looking forward to 

working with the Committee developing and executing their Marketing and Public Outreach 
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Plan and meeting their next milestone(s). Based on the feedback received from committee 
members, tiered terms have been established for everyone. Keep in mind that everyone can be 
reappointed at the end of their term. A revised Committee roster was distributed. If member 
information needs to be corrected, please send revisions to Charleen.  

o Gary reminded everyone that the initial Envision 2040 Committee created a Vision after 
spending over a year educating themselves on current trends and variables impacting the 
community. This is meant as a Vision and not an implementation plan. VTACC is designed to 
engage the community and determine what needs to be done today to reach the Vision. 

o In an effort to be good stewards of everyone’s time, Gary reiterated the meeting structure and 
reminded guests to hold their questions until the end of the meeting.  

o Gary welcomed Benjamin Davenport to the Committee. Ben was born and raised in Virginia 
Beach and is a residential real estate broker with the family firm. He has been (and continues to 
be) very involved and active in many aspects of the community.  

o Mike Cullipher is also a newly appointed Committee member representing the agriculture 
community. He was unable to attend the meeting today. 

o Financial forms are due to the City Clerk’s Office by January 15, 2014. Several committee 
members still need to submit their form. 
 

Public Outreach and Marketing Plan Update 
o Domain sponsorship and name: Gary confirmed that Cox and Papco will sponsor the website 

domain. Charleen will follow up with Martha to ask for suggested domain names to make sure 
there are no conflicts with Virginia Beach Envision’s domain name.  

o Ty nor Barbara were able to attend the meeting so the Committee used this opportunity to 
openly discuss and develop FAQ’s. Since Gary and John have been activity presenting the Vision 
to various organizations, they are probably the best people to develop the FAQ’s because they 
are familiar with audience feedback. Gary stated that the presentation covers information that 
would prompt questions so the majority of community feedback is positive comments. 

o Several of the Vision Elements are inter-related. There is one Vision and all the Elements tie 
into and impact each other. So it is difficult to develop single-element specific questions. The 
Committee decided to review and discuss the questions previously submitted and determine if 
they are considered FAQ’s. Gary reiterated that the Committee cannot assume the audience 
has read the report; however, the majority of the questions will be answered during the 
Committee’s presentation. 

o Committee members reviewed, discussed, and revised FAQ’s for Connected Community, 
Quality of Life, Learning Community, Unique Environment, and Vision and Bold Steps. 
(Compiled on separate sheet) 

o At the February meeting, the Committee will use the same process to develop FAQ’s for 
Learning Community, Active Lifestyle, and Thriving Community. The FAQ’s is a working 
document and will be routinely updated to reflect feedback from the community. 
 

Kathy asked if there were any additional revisions to the script. Please forward your 
comments/edits to Charleen by COB Monday, January 13th. Gary asked that Barbara send him a 
copy of the most recent draft for review. 
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Open Discussion and Guests Q/A 
o Beatrice Amberman, Human Rights Commission 

 Thanked Gary for his presentation to the Human Rights Commission on December 10, 
2013.  The presentation and information had a personal impact on her. The group is 
very excited about engaging the community and sharing the Vision. 

 She stated that she has had several conversations with Senate representatives to 
discuss a bill related to education. 

 Mexico has exercise equipment in their public parks.  Neighbors are engaging as a 
community and becoming healthy together. 

o Clay Bernick, City of Virginia Beach Planning Department 
 The Hampton Roads Planning District Commission is holding “Envision Hampton Roads: 

Listening Sessions” at a regional level to develop a vision. The meetings are open to the 
public but it is recommended that you RSVP because space is limited. Meeting 
information can be found at http://www.hrpdc.org/ 

 Data from the sessions will be compiled and shared with the public in late Spring. 
 It was suggested that the Committee should be a listening group. 

 

 
Gary thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 
 

  
Next Meeting:   Friday, February 14, 2014  |  9am-11am 
  SGA Studio 
  222 Central Park Avenue, Suite 1540 
 
Agenda:  Transportation and Transit Update 
  Update on Marketing and Public Outreach Plan             
  
 

 

http://www.hrpdc.org/

