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January/February/March – 2016
95th Transportation Research Bureau, January 10-14, 2016, Washington DC Convention Center
This meeting, which attracts thousands of transportation professionals each year, offers an unparalleled
opportunity to share your knowledge and perspectives with others and to learn about the latest developments in
transportation research, policy, and practice. The five day program includes 800 sessions and workshops on all
aspects of transportation.

In addition to traditional areas of interest, this year’s program had a special interest in connected vehicles and
autonomous/self-driving vehicles. The program also had presentations on the U.S. DOT sponsored Smart Cities
Challenge competition. Innovations in vehicle detection, traffic signal control and optimization, and connected
vehicle work was also discussed in great detail.

Packed house awaiting
Secretary of Transportation
keynote address

ITS workshops were well attended and informative.
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Secretary of Transportation, Anthony
Foxx, addressing the convention and
delivering incisive comments regarding
the future of transportation in the country.

TRB presented several workshops on the Smart City Challenge. These presentations were
useful for the cities preparing proposals for submission and for those interested in US
DOT/FHWYs vision
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US DOTs “Beyond Traffic: The Smart City Challenge” Grant Application Submission,
January – February 2015

Staff participated in developing the City of Virginia Beach grant proposal for the “Beyond Traffic: The Smart
City Challenge”, sponsored by U.S.DOT. Numerous city departments helped in developing the grant
application response, including: Traffic Engineering, Management Services, Strategic Growth Office, ComIT,
and Traffic Operations. The Virginia Tech Transit Institute did a tremendous job assembling the document and
assisted in finding project sponsors from the transportation arena.
The application presented the City vision of 2045 as a well planned community with neighborhoods and
residents interconnected through a multi-modal transportation system and broadband communication
technologies.
The application process was spearheaded by Robert Gey, City Traffic Engineer. Assisting Robert was a team of
consultants from Iteris and the Ferguson Group.
Although we were not selected as a finalist from the 77 competing cities, it was still a tremendous experience
gleaned from numerous city departments working together on a transportation centered theme. It established
future ground work on transportation related issues and the mutual cooperation required to get those goals
accomplished.
With the groundwork already in place through this effort, hopefully the remnants of this team will be able to
reassemble periodically to pursue future federal and state grant opportunities
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Traffic Management Operations Division Response Information
Some of the vital statistics we addressed January thru March 2016
1. Number of Traffic Counts Scheduled/Completed – 42/45
2. Number of Hits on the Traffic Data Database
http://vbgov.ms2soft.com.

-

2060 hits from January thru March 2016
22,609 hits since program inception (July 2009)

3. Number of Utility Locate Tickets (Miss Utility) Received/Checked/Marked – 4775/648/607
4. Number of Traffic Signal Preventive Maintenance Actions completed –160
5. Number of Traffic Signal Work Orders Received – 728
6. Number of Traffic Sign Work Orders Completed – 763
7. Linear feet of Thermoplastic Applied to Roadway – 3,659
8. Provided event support for the following Special Events
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Polar Plunge
Shamrock Marathon
Blossom Festival
Vibes District Anniversary Program
Holiday Lights on the Boardwalk
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