Frequently Asked Questions:
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Q: Where will you do the speed study?
A: The neighborhood should choose a
street that experiences the highest perceived
number of speeders.
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For more information or to download
copies of this brochure, please visit
our website at: www.vbgov.com , click
the link to Government, then the link
to Departments, then the link to
Public Works, then Trafﬁc.

Traffic Calming
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW!

Q: Can you install speed bumps on our
street?
A: Physical devices are a last resort, after
all other attempts are unsuccessful. There
are strict criteria that must be met, and all
devices must be approved by emergency
services.
Q: Can you install STOP signs to slow
speeders?
A: The City installs STOP signs to indicate
right-of-way. Installing STOP signs for
speed control goes directly against federal
guidelines that are based on previous
engineering practices and studies. STOP
signs can actually exacerbate problems after
extended use. Why? First, people tend to
speed in between STOP signs, to “make up”
for their perceived lost time. Second, when
drivers must constantly stop for trafﬁc,
but do not see good reason to, they will
eventually not obey the signs.
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Q: Can “Children At Play” signs be put
up?
A: “Children At Play” signs and similar
caution signs do not slow down vehicles.
These signs give parents a false sense of
security that the City cannot provide. The
City does not condone children playing in
the street, and this is further reinforced by
City Code.

Department of Public Works
Trafﬁc Engineering Division
2405 Corthouse Drive
Viginia Beach, Virginia 23456
Phone: (757) 385-4131
Fax: (757) 385-4913

Mission:
Proactively enhance the transportation
network by improving trafﬁc
safety, reliability, and convenience.
Equip decision makers with
transportation engineering expertise
that ensures effective use of resources
and infrastructure.
Deliver quality customer service
with a team of professionals committed
to responding in an equitable
manner.

Department of Public Works
Trafﬁc Engineering Division

Traffic Calming
Program (TCP)
Working Together to
Find a Solution
The City of Virginia Beach has a Trafﬁc
Calming Program (TCP) designed
to improve the quality of life on our
neighborhood streets. The program is
intended to address speeding in residential
neighborhoods.

Increased Fines - If speeding problems
continue, 75% of the affected area
residents must sign a petition agreeing to
an increased minimum ﬁne of $200 for
speeding. Signs will be posted to indicate
the streets with the increased ﬁne.
Physical Measures - If there are still
speeding problems at this point, 75% of the
residents in the neighborhood must sign a
petition to have devices installed.
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How to Participate
Request - The neighborhood association
or civic league submits a written request to
Trafﬁc Engineering.

Traffic Calming Phases:
Awareness and Education - Trafﬁc
Engineering discusses the program
with civic league leaders or similar
representatives.
Selective Enforcement A 48-hour speed
study is done on a selected street. Police
enforcement is performed on the qualifying
street during the time speeding is most
prevelant.

You Can Help!
Obey the Speed Limit

Eligible Streets– The TCP is restricted to
2 lane local residential streets, with posted
speed limits of 25 mph, with a minimum
of 12 homes fronting the street per 1,000
feet of roadway. Trafﬁc Engineering will
determine if the street is eligible.
Documented Speeding Problem - To
qualify for the Trafﬁc Calming Program,
the average speed must at least be between
29 mph – 33 mph.
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The portable speed trailer visually
displays drivers’ actual speed, and helps
drivers realize they may be speeding.

Drive 25 mph or less to give you more
time to react to the unexpected, such as
pedestrians, children darting out from
behind parked cars, pets or obstacles in
the road.
Remind neighbors and anyone using your
vehicle to obey the speed limit, and
practice good driving habits.
Avoid using neighborhood streets as
shortcuts, this disrupts the quality of life
in neighborhoods.
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Observe the rules of the road.
Statistics show that most accidents occur
close to home.
Make sure you and all passengers buckle
up.

