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Proactively enhance the transportation 
network by improving traffi c  
safety, reliability, and convenience.
 
Equip decision makers with 
transportation engineering expertise 
that ensures effective use of resources     
and infrastructure.
 
Deliver quality customer service 
with a team of professionals committed 
to responding in an equitable 
manner.

Department of Public Works
Traffi c Engineering Division

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW!

Ensuring
traffi c safety is

everyone’s responsibility.
Stop signs should never
be viewed as a cure-all

for all traffi c safety
problems.

Mission:

Stop SignsStop Signs

For more information or to download 
copies of this brochure, please visit 
our website at:  www.vbgov.com , click 
the link to Government, then the link 
to Departments, then the link to
Public Works, then Traffi c.



Traffi c studies and experience have 
shown that using additional stop signs 
to redirect traffi c often creates worse 
problems.
        Most traffi c is on a street by choice   
        and the installation of a stop sign 
        will not cause the traffi c to reroute  
        itself. 
        At unwarranted stop signs, where the 
        motorists are not certain why the  
        sign has been installed, the compli 
        ance is poor.

National studies have shown that accident rates 
increase at intersections where stop signs have 
been installed where circumstances did not 
justify the installation. 
Reasons for this include:
        Drivers ignoring what they perceive   
        to be an unnecessary stop sign
        Too many stop signs along a roadway
        Pedestrians believing that vehicles will   
        always stop at a stop sign

A  Stop sign is one of the most valuable 
and effective traffi c safety devices, when 
used at the right place and under the right 
conditions.  However, stop signs placed at 
intersections where they are not needed can 
create a dangerous situation and diminish 
the effectiveness of other signs.

Why should a stop sign
be installed?
        Stop signs should be used to:

        Designate who has the right of way at  
        an intersection.

        So the least number of vehicles
        have to stop.

        Preserves the expectation of drivers
        at intersections.

Stop signs

When stop signs are installed to slow 
down speeders, drivers often increase 
their speed between intersections 
to compensate for the time lost by 
stopping; therefore, they are not 
helpful for that purpose.

Studies show that speeds can actually 
increase between stop signs (up to 3-5 
mph faster). 

Children’s safety
Installation of a stop sign does not improve 
safety or provide a secure or safe haven for 
children to play.
Children should be actively discouraged 
from playing in or directly adjacent to any 
street.

Trim bushes to improve visibility.
 

      

Installation of no parking signs at an       
intersection may be helpful. 
Additional police enforcement

Will stop signs slow
or divert traffic?

If a new stop sign is not
appropriate, what can be done 
to improve the safety of an 
intersection?

Do stop signs
reduce travel speed? 

Do stop signs always
increase safety?


