
    August 18, 2016 Update 
To All: 
 
It’s been a little over two years since we started the construction of the new Lesner Bridge and we are about to 
complete a major milestone in the project – the completion of the new westbound Lesner Bridge. 
  
As I am writing this update, McLean Contracting is loading the gantry crane with the last 14 segments for the new 
westbound bridge.  Erection of these segments will begin on 8/19/2016 and should be completed 
by 8/31/2016.  A lot still has to happen before we are ready to move the westbound traffic on Shore Drive from the 
old bridge to the new bridge, but we are still anticipating that this traffic switch will occur sometime in early October 
2016. 
  
Between now and then, crews will be finishing the parapet wall, handrail, pavement planing and grooving of the 
bridge deck, installation of temporary barrier service across the new bridge for the pedestrian and bicycle path, 
temporary pavement markings, and paving of the traffic transition areas located at Page Avenue and at East 
Stratford Street. 
  
The next 45 days will be very busy preparing the new bridge for the traffic switch, so we will provide frequent project 
updates on the progress of this work as we near a firm date for the movement of traffic to the new bridge. 
 
One obvious question keeps coming up now that we have reached the other side of the Lynnhaven Inlet with our 
gantry crane:  “Where the heck are we going to store this large piece of equipment until it is ready to be used 
for the new eastbound bridge?”   
 
The answer?  Once we finish erecting Span 10 of the bridge, the gantry will be “walked” back to the west until it 
reaches Span 1 of the bridge.  From there it will be moved horizontally to the north side of the bridge using rollers 
and temporary steel falsework to slide the entire gantry to falsework now being installed on the beach near 3556 On 
the Bay Condominiums.  It will remain in this location for approximately six months until it is needed for the 
eastbound bridge, and then it will be moved across the new westbound Lesner Bridge using the same roller and rail 
system to position the gantry ready to erect the new eastbound Lesner Bridge. 
 

 
 



Temporary Steel Falsework being installed on the north side of the new westbound Lesner Bridge and west of 
Lynnhaven Inlet 
 

 
 
View from the new westbound Lesner Bridge looking east-southeast at the last remaining span (10) of the bridge 
 
Since the last project update (6/15/2016), the following work has been completed: 
 

• The main span (span 5) of the westbound bridge was completed;  

• Spans 7, 8, and 9 have been completed;  

• The remaining expansion segment of the westbound bridge was set in Span 10;  

• All segment casting for the westbound bridge was completed:  

• Bridge conduit systems have been completed up to Span 6;  

• The new 16-inch water main has been completed up to Span 6;  

• Completed installation of the temporary trench drains along the north side of each bridge approach;  

• Finished handrail installation along the retaining wall in front of 3556 On the Bay Condominiums. 

 
 

 
 



Completed Handrail on top of parapet wall of new westbound Lesner Bridge 
 
AMI, Inc. in Portsmouth, continues to build the superstructure of the new Lesner Bridge.  All segments have been 
cast and are now complete for the westbound bridge.  A total of 29 of the 168 bridge segments have been 
cast for the new eastbound bridge. 
 
Over the next two weeks, the bridge contractor will: 

• Load the Gantry with all of the Span 10 segments;  

• Complete erection of Span 10 of the westbound Lesner Bridge;  

• Grind and groove bridge deck between Spans 4 and 6;  

• Begin painting bridge superstructure and substructure starting at Span 1;  

• Install parapets and barrier wall along bridge Spans 4, 5, & 6;  

• Install bridge conduit system through bridge Span 9;  

• Install 16-inch water main through bridge Span 9;  

• Complete water meter relocation and installation of storm water structures on East Stratford Street in front of 
3556 On the Bay Condominiums. 

 
 
 
 
That's it for now.  Please drive safely! 
 
 
-Chris 
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