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Rendering of the Completed Lesner Bridge Structure 
  
  

 Construction Camera 
A Construction Camera has been installed to view images of the bridge construction.  Images are updated 
on the hour. 
 
January 15, 2014 Update 
This Lesner Bridge project update is to bring you all up to speed on the status of addressing several 
pavement issues on Shore Drive within the bridge project limits.  We have been receiving a number of 
phone calls, texts, and emails regarding the faded temporary pavement markings on westbound Shore 
Drive just past the Page Avenue intersection, as well as the bump on eastbound Shore Drive at the Vista 
Circle intersection. 

• "The Bump": A request for estimate and schedule has been submitted to a paving contractor. This 
estimate is due to the City no later than tomorrow, 1/16/2015. The estimate is based on the milling of 
the asphalt that is causing this bump in the eastbound outside lane for Shore Drive at the Vista Circle 
intersection and then replacing this asphalt with up to 2” of surface asphalt to match the elevation of 
the existing concrete pavement and eliminate the elevation difference that is causing the bump.  

• Faded Pavement Markings:  We are very aware of the faded pavement markings along Shore Drive, both 
eastbound and westbound, and between East Stratford Street and Vista Circle/Page Avenue.  We have 
attempted three times to replace these markings, but due to the wet weather and cold temperatures 
we have had to delay this maintenance work.  Once we get a day where the pavement temperature is 

http://www.workzonecam.com/projects/rshcs/rshcs/workzonecam


50°F and rising, as well as dry, we will replace these painted temporary markings with a more durable 
thermoplastic marking.  We will also place raised reflective pavement makers to help delineate the 
travel and turn lanes during wet weather and nighttime driving.  

Once we have a definite schedule for this work, we will send out a news release announcing the date and 
times for the lane closures required to perform this work. 
  
We appreciate your patience on these issues as we navigate through this period of cold and wet-typical 
coastal VIRGINIA-weather. 
Thanks Again, 
-Chris 

January 9, 2014 Update 

I hope that all of you have had a safe and enjoyable holiday season.  Now it’s back to work and back to our 
Lesner Bridge Project updates! 
 The cold temperatures and blustery winds aren’t helping, but work on the new westbound (WB) bridge 
and temporary bulkhead began again this past Monday (1/5/2015) after the holiday break.  Also, form 
work for the first bridge segments have been assembled at the casting yard in Portsmouth (Atlantic 
Metrocast Inc. next to the Jordan Bridge).  The steel reinforcement on several of the new bridge segments 
have been tied and pouring of the first concrete segment will begin in approximately one week (see photo 
below).   [Note:  The new Lesner Bridge will have a similar appearance as the Jordan Bridge shown in the 
background.] 

 
Now some quick notes on the latest construction progress: 

• Construction of the new bridge abutment “A” located on the west side of the new WB bridge has been 
completed.  

• The foundation cap for Pier #1 (first pier located east of Abutment A) has been completed.  Steel 
reinforcement and formwork for the support column that is being built on this cap is now being 
assembled and will be in place by the end of next week .  



• The foundation cap for Pier #2 (second pier located east of Abutment A) is now being 
constructed.  Steel reinforcement and formwork for the foundation cap is currently being placed and 
readied for the scheduled concrete pour on Monday, January 12, 2015.  

• Installation of drilled shafts at Pier #3 continues.  One of the five shafts for this foundation has been 
completed.  Work on the second shaft began on Wednesday (1/07/2015), and will be completed by 
tomorrow, Saturday the 10th.  The remaining drilled shafts for this pier is scheduled to be complete by 
1/23/2015.  

• Work on the WB bridge approach in front of 3556 On the Bay condos (Shore Drive/East Stratford Street) 
continues.  The concrete retaining wall, utilities, and temporary wire wall are all being installed - 
concurrently - at this location.  It is expected that both the temporary wire wall (next to WB Shore 
Drive) and the new textured concrete retaining wall will be completed by Wednesday of next week 
(1/14/2015).  Once these items are completed, the contractor will begin installing the new 16-inch 
water main up to the new bridge abutment.  Some utility work will be needed in the intersection of East 
Stratford Street and Shore Drive as part of this new water main tie-in and construction.  Once we have 
a schedule for this this utility work we will send out another update.  

• Work on the WB bridge approach next to the old Duck-In property (Shore Drive/Page Avenue) also 
continues.  A portion of the concrete footing for the new retaining wall has been poured and the area 
prepared for the placement of the pre-cast concrete retaining wall panels.  The first of these textured 
concrete retaining wall panels will be installed at this location on or about January 14, 2015.  

• The developer of the Duck-In site is currently constructing a seawall as part of their new development 
for the property.  Where this private seawall meets the City’s right-of-way, the City will extend the 
seawall under the new bridges and tie into the existing bulkhead located on the south side of the 
bridges at the Virginia Pilots Association.  The City’s bridge contractor has recently installed a portion 
of the City’s seawall between the existing WB Lesner bridge and the private seawall.  The remainder of 
the City’s seawall will be installed once both existing bridges are demolished.  

• As many of you have noticed over the past month there have been several lane closures on westbound 
Shore Drive between Page Avenue and East Stratford Street.  Several of these closures were needed to 
repair several portions of the temporary concrete barrier service and others were needed to remove the 
sand that had accumulated on the roadway.  We have asked the contractor to provide better notice of 
these daytime lane closures so that we can better inform you of these events.  There was a single lane 
closure on both eastbound and westbound Shore Drive between Page Avenue and East Stratford Street 
today between the hours of 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM.  The bridge contractor was repairing several 
potholes that have developed on Shore Drive.  Time permitting, he was also going to re-stripe the 
temporary pavement markings that have faded over the past few months.  

• The City will be addressing bump on eastbound Shore Drive, located in the outside lane at the Vista 
Circle intersection (just before Starbucks®).  We are waiting for the cost estimate from the Public Works 
annual service contractor so that we can prepare the work order and schedule this work.  We expect 
this estimate sometime next week.  We will provide an update of when this work will be performed as 
soon as we get the schedule from the paving contractor.  Essentially, we will mill out the EB portion of 
the intersection and then overlay with asphalt to match the existing elevation of the concrete turn lane 
at Vista Circle to remove this bump. 

Lastly, the construction of the temporary bulkhead at the Lynnhaven Dredge Material Storage Site (LDMSS) 
is nearing completion.  All of the concrete cap for this bulkhead will be completed next week.  Dredging in 
front of this temporary bulkhead will likely begin the last week of January and will be coordinated with the 
City’s annual Crab Creek dredging maintenance contractor. 



That’s it for now.  Have a great weekend, and please drive safely! 
-Chris 

History: 

 This project first appeared in the FY 2002-03 CIP and is included in the Governor’s Transportation Plan. 
Lesner bridge was identified for replacement through the City’s bridge condition inventory and the Shore 
Drive Transportation Study.  In VDOT’s final FY2014 six-year plan, the State shifted prior VDOT funding to 
out years, but requested the City maintain the prior schedule.  The City Council approved substitution of 
contractual obligation debt on August 13, 2013 so the project could be bid for construction, with 
agreement that VDOT would provide $10,453,200 in FY 2014-15, $13,000,000 in FY 2016-17, and 
$14,220,117 in FY 2017-18 and the local debt would be decreased in those years accordingly.  Bid were 
opened on December 21, 2013 and the construction contract executed with McLean Construction on April 
28, 2014.  The Notice to Proceed for construction was issued for June 2, 2014.  
  
Work Description:  
This project will replace the existing Lesner Bridge with a signature facility that is capable of handling six 
lanes of traffic in the future. The replacement bridge structure will be striped for two lanes of traffic and 
wide shoulders.  The inside lane will be 12 feet wide and the inside shoulder will be 6 feet wide.  The 
outside lane will be 14 feet wide and the outside shoulder will be 8 feet wide. Each bridge will also have a 
10 foot wide multi-use path for use by pedestrians and recreational cyclists. The proposed bridge will be 
designed to provide minimum 45 feet vertical clearance above mean high water and 225 feet minimum 
horizontal clearance at center navigation channel span. This project also includes upgrades to the 
intersections of East Stratford Street and Vista Circle (the termini for the project), as well as aesthetic 
upgrades within the project limits. 
  

 
  
  
  
  
McLean Construction, Inc. began the project June 2, 2014. 
  
  
 As a reminder, the sidewalk on westbound Shore Drive is closed to pedestrians and cyclists between Page 
Avenue and East Stratford Street.  If pedestrians need to cross the bridge, they will need to cross the 
eastbound bridge where a temporary 4-foot wide pedestrian/cyclist access has been provided. 
  
PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY! 



  
Pending Activities:  
The pre-casting of the concrete bridge segments began November 2014 and crews hope to place the first 
bridge segment into the new bridge in March 2015.  Immediately after this is completed, the building of 
the segmented superstructure for the north span will begin. 
Construction of the westbound bridge lanes (north span) should be completed by November 2015, and 
construction of the eastbound bridge and lanes (south span) will begin in April 2016 and is scheduled for 
completion in May 2017. 
Demolition of the current bridges will take place beginning in November 2015 and continue into March 
2016. 
Additional information is available on the Lesner Bridge Project Detail Sheet. 
 

Contact Information 

Public Works Engineering 

Direct: (757) 385-4131 
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