
 

 

VIRGINIA BEACH CLEAN COMMUNITY COMMISSION 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
 
September 9, 2021 
 
Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation Administration Building, 2154 Landstown Road 
 

 Present Absent 

Commissioners Anne Mannarino (Chair), Walter Camp (Secretary),  
Karlaa Gregory, Scott Kellam,  
Dianna McDowell, Julie Searcy 

Justin Burns (exc-pers 
med), Sandra 
Shinabarger (VP, unexc) 

City Council Liaison  N.D. “Rocky” Holcomb 

City Staff Kristi Rines (Commission Liaison, Waste Mgmt),  
Craig Simmons (Waste Management), 
Mike Moore (Parks & Recreation) 

 

Members of the 
Public 

Edna Baehre-Kolovani, Lon Carpenter,  
Teresa Langille, David Leader 

 

 
1. Call to Order.  Chair Anne Mannarino called to order the meeting of the Virginia Beach Clean 
Community Commission (VBCCC) on Thursday, September 9, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. Welcome.  Ms. Mannarino welcomed Commissioners Karlaa Gregory and Dianna McDowell to 
their first meeting since being appointed.  She noted Council Member Rocky Holcomb’s appointment as 
Liaison, replacing Jessica Abbott who resigned from City Council in July.  Ms. Mannarino also welcomed 
the four members of the public in attendance.   
   
3. Minutes.  Secretary Walter Camp distributed draft Minutes of the May 13, 2021, VBCCC meeting 
to the Commissioners via email for review in advance of the meeting.  Upon motion by the Chair the 
Minutes were approved by unanimous consent, subject to correction of noted typographical errors. 
 
4. New Business 

a. Commission Openings.  Ms. Mannarino reported that the appointments of Ms. Gregory 
and Ms. McDowell reduced the Commission’s vacancies from four down to two, 
however Commissioner Carmen Veen Maddocks’ resignation in August increased the 
number of open seats back up to three.  Ms. Mannarino, Vice Chair Sandra Shinabarger, 
and Staff Liaison Kristi Rines have been actively reviewing Talent Bank applications and 
interviewing candidates.  Ms. Mannarino recognized the four guests present at the 
meeting, all of whom had submitted applications and were recently interviewed.  She 
commended them on their interest, and noted that while formal appointments are 
limited, the meetings are open and opportunities to participate in the Commission’s 
work are not.  She will be submitting recommendations for appointment to City Council, 
and she is hopeful the Commission will be back up to full strength by the next meeting.   
 

b. Remote Participation Policy.  Mr. Camp reviewed the proposed amendments to the 
Commission’s policy which were distributed in redline in advance of the meeting.  He 
explained the City Attorney’s Office had drafted this standard, revised version of the 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/public-works/pw-waste-management/Pages/vbccc.aspx
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policy to conform to state law changes regarding family illness situations.  He moved for 
adoption of the revised policy, which was seconded by Julie Searcy.  In discussion the 
City’s attendance policies were reviewed for the benefit of new Commissioners and 
guests.  The revised policy was adopted unanimously and is attached to these Minutes. 
 

c. Waste Management Presentation for Educational Outreach.  Ms. Rines provided an 
informative PowerPoint presentation describing waste management services provided 
by the City, updated statistics, changes since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
recycling program guidelines.  The presentation is intended to be used by 
Commissioners and Department representatives during public speaking engagements.  
The slide deck will be emailed to meeting attendees.   

 
d. Opportunities for Commissioners to Fulfill the VBCCC Mission.  Ms. Mannarino led a 

brainstorming session intended to generate new ideas for carrying out the VBCCC’s 
mission.  Suggestions were proposed during the open conversation by Commissioners as 
well as by meeting guests.   
 

5. Old Business - Youth Engagement Initiatives   
a. Request to Add Student Commissioners.  Mr. Camp summarized the Commission’s prior 

discussions of Commissioner Justin Burns’ proposals related to student participation on 
VBCCC.  He outlined work done over the summer by the City’s Commission on Boards 
and Commissions, on which he also serves, related to identifying opportunities for 
constructive youth engagement with local government.  He also described the Green 
Ribbon Committee’s request to add student seats which was approved by City Council in 
July.  Mr. Camp then moved that the Virginia Beach Clean Community Commission ask 
City Council to add seats for two voting student Commissioners, a high school senior and 
a high school junior, serving one-year terms running from July 1 to June 30.  The motion 
was seconded and after thorough discussion, it passed unanimously.  Mr. Camp then 
made an administrative motion, seeking temporary authority to act and speak on behalf 
of the Commission in order to successfully get the student seats implemented.  After 
being seconded it too passed unanimously. 
 

b. Youth Participation Opportunities.  Mr. Camp noted that adding student Commissioners 
was just one element of a larger vision to involve youth in the Commission’s work.  He 
reported speaking to Mr. Burns prior to the meeting about other ways a larger group of 
young people can become involved.  He also noted the presence of educators on VBCCC 
who are experienced and ready to ensure student involvement is a positive experience 
for youth while assisting the Commission in fulfilment of its mission.  The Commission 
discussed opportunities in its programs for youth engagement.  This subject was carried 
over for further development at future meetings. 
 

6. Reports  
a. DEQ and Keep America Beautiful 2020 Report.  Deferred until next meeting 
b. Volunteer Hours.  For the benefit of new members Craig Simmons explained volunteer 

hour tracking and use of the online survey tool for simplified monthly reporting.  
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c. VBCCC Commissioner Individual Reports.   Ms. McDowell reported on new educational 
programs at the Brock Center she will be part of in the Fall semester.  Mr. Camp 
reported on the Parks & Recreation Department’s revitalized VolunTrails Club, which 
will conduct a monthly cleanup at different park locations across the City. 

d. Waste & Recycling Update.  Kristi Rines reported on changes within the Waste 
Management Department, and ongoing staffing challenges facing the City’s curbside 
recycling contractor TFC. 

e. Litter Report.  Mike Moore reported that over the past year 675 volunteers participated 
in 76 targeted cleanups, providing 1771 man-hours of labor and collecting 12,752# of 
litter.  This was an increase over the prior year despite COVID restrictions. 

f. Adopt-A-Programs.  Mike Moore reported that over the past year 971 volunteers 
participated in 573 cleanups of Adopted areas, providing 4100 man-hours of labor and 
collecting more than 25,000# of litter. 

g. Other Events and Programs, reported on by Mike Moore: 
i. Clean the Bay Day.  The traditional one-day 2020 event was cancelled due to the 

pandemic.  In 2021 the event was transformed into a week-long, do it yourself 
program.  The goal had been to have work performed at 50 sponsored sites was 
exceeded:  62 sites were worked!  4964 man-hours of labor were reported, and 
3837# of litter were removed.  Virginia Beach is one of the few localities that 
engages in inland cleanups for this event, because nearly all uncollected surface 
litter eventually reaches waterways.  Site hosting reservations are now open for 
2022.  Parks, waterways, private communities, and schools are among the 
eligible locations; sponsors must commit to providing adequate supervision, 
data reporting, and safe practices. 

ii. Fishing Line Recycling.  Discarded fishing line is deadly to many types of wildlife, 
and the City has now installed 28 line collection containers at waterway access 
sites and popular fishing locations.  The material is recycled into plastic lumber 
used for benches and decking. 

iii. Cigarette Butt Recycling.  The Surfrider Foundation has identified cigarette butts 
as one of the most common items of litter in waterways and has brought their 
popular “Hold Onto Your Butt” recycling program to public property in Virginia 
Beach.  With a $5000 grant they provided 30 additional wall and post-mounted 
collection containers at targeted high-volume sites this year.  The City now has 
49 cigarette butt recycling containers installed at 10 public locations. 

h. Media & Marketing.  Craig Simmons requested that Commissioners submit content for 
use on the Keep America Beautiful Facebook page.  He also mentioned the ongoing 
search for new channels to educate the public, including in-person presentations to civic 
leagues and garden clubs. 
 

7. Notice of Upcoming Meetings & Events 
a. International Coastal cleanup sites: 

i. 9/18/2021, 9am-noon, Lake Holly, Lynnhaven River Now 
ii. 9/18/2021, 8:30-11:30am, Lake Windsor/Mt Trashmore, Surfrider Foundation 

iii. 9/19/2021, 9am-noon, Owls Creek, Virginia Aquarium 
 
 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/parks-trails/caring-for-our-parks/Pages/VolunTrail.aspx
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b. 09/25/2021, 9am-noon – National Public Lands Day cleanup sites: 
i. Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge 

ii. First Landing State Park 
c. 10/9/2021, time TBD – VB VolunTrail Club cleanup @ Dunwoody Park 
d. 11/9/2021, 6:30pm – Commission Meeting @ Parks & Rec Admin, 2154 Landstown Rd 
e. 11/13/2021, time TBD – VB VolunTrail Club cleanup @ Marshview Park 
f. 1/13/2022, 6:30pm – Commission Meeting @ Parks & Rec Admin, 2154 Landstown Rd 
g. 3/10/2022, 6:30pm – Commission Meeting @ Parks & Rec Admin, 2154 Landstown Rd 

 
8. Remembrance of Reba McLanahan.  Mr. Camp noted the recent passing of former City Council 
Member Reba McLanahan, who founded the Commission, supported its formative years, and energized 
it with her own personal enthusiasm for beautifying Virginia Beach. 
 
9. Adjournment.   Ms. Mannarino adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 


