
Landfilling is the End of the Road 

THE LANDFILL IS THE LAST STOP. That’s the most 

important message the Virginia Beach Landfill and 

Resource Recovery Center wants to deliver. Through this 

rebranding initiative, the Center not only improved its 

name and its look, but also expanded its recyclable 

materials, and created a one-way driving loop  through 

the facility, making the landfill the last option.  

Today, cars and trucks are greeted and directed through a 

series of stops, starting with donation boxes provided by 

Goodwill. Next is a series of recycling stops that include 

areas for household hazardous wastes, electronics, oyster 

shells (used to reseed oyster beds), concrete, plastic bags 

(a marine hazard), yard debris (used to make mulch), and 

many other materials. In 2014, the landfill disposed of 

120,000 pounds of household hazardous waste and 230 

tons electronics.  

In addition to the tremendous environmental impact, these expanded recycling and donation options 

save the city money and, in some cases, even create revenue. Last year, the Center’s recycling programs 

produced nearly $200,000 in total revenue.  

The Landfill and Resource Recovery Center has received a warm welcome by residents. More than 

100,000 residents visit the Center every year. “A lot of people do recycling well, but want the 

opportunity to do more,” says John Barnes, Waste Management Administrator for the city. Thanks to 

the Center’s re-branding, expansion and re-design, now they can.  

The Center engaged local media to get the word out to residents. Newschannel 3 provided extensive 

coverage through a week of pre-promotions leading up to a major feature story. Facebook, twitter and a 

web video furthered the message. Staff worked community events throughout the year to spread the 

word about the Center’s expansion. 

The Landfill and Resource Recovery Center received national attention for its re-branding when it won 

the MarCom Branding Refresh Award from the Association of Marketing and Communications 

professionals this year. The Virginia Recycling Association also awarded its 2015 Outstanding Municipal 

Program to the City of Virginia Beach. 
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