
 

Winter 
2019 

 

50th Citizen’s Police Academy 

Don’t Be Grinched! 

Beep It To Keep It! 

Home Safety 

Certified Crime Prevention City 

Upcoming Events 

 

Community Engagement Chronicles - Your Source for Crime Prevention Information! Chief James A. Cervera 

Community Engagement Unit 

 
 

Applications for the 50th Citizen’s Police Academy 
 

We are now accepting applications for the 50th Session of the Virginia Beach Police 
Department’s Citizen’s Police Academy. The Academy will be held at the NEW 
Fourth Precinct, 5152 Lobaugh Drive, Virginia Beach 23464, in the precinct’s 
‘Community Room’. Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings 6:30-9:30 pm, 
starting February 12, 2020 and graduating on April 29, 2020. 

 

For an application go to:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about 

the program go to:  
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/
police/opsdiv/Documents/PD318%20(rev%2003-

2018)%20CitizenPoliceAcademy.pdf 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/
police/opsdiv/Pages/Virginia-Beach-Citizens-

Police-Academy.aspx 



 Don’t be   During the Holidays! 
The Virginia Beach Police Department’s Community Engagement Unit (CEU) wants to 

remind you to stay vigilant all year round, but especially during this holiday season. 

Here are a few Ɵps to help you avoid being a vicƟm during the holiday or anyƟme of 

the year. 

1.  Sign up for delivery alerts so you know when your delivery is scheduled and when 

the package has arrived.  

2.  If  you're  not  able  to  be  home when  a  package will  be  delivered,  ask  a  trusted 

neighbor to hold it for you.  

3.  If possible, require a signature for all deliveries.  

4.  Consider shipping packages to your place of work or use the ship to store opƟon. 

5.  Be a good neighbor! If you see a package on your neighbor's doorstep, reach out 

and ask if they would like you to hold it unƟl they are home.  

6.  Keep  an  eye  out  in  the  neighborhood.  If  you  see  someone  aƩempƟng  to  take 

packages, get a descripƟon and a license plate, if possible. Use your phone to take 

a picture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO NOT approach a criminal and call 911 immediately! 

If you are a vicƟm of theŌ, contact the Virginia Beach Non‐Emergency 

CommunicaƟons immediately at 385‐5000 and report all crime. 



Beep It To Keep It! 

As most of you have heard us say Ɵme aŌer Ɵme ‐ Lock Your Cars, Beep It To Keep It, 
Lock It Or Lose It ‐ whatever the phrase is, we want to remind you that your property 
is not safe when stored in your car. 

Thieves steal from cars EVERY night. We have shown you video clips 
several Ɵmes trying to make it a reality. We do not want criminals to 
feel  this  comfortable,  this  brave,  this  casual,  this  reinforced  about 
breaking the law and stealing your property. Cash, credit cards, IDs, 
cell  phones,  extra  car  keys,  house  keys,  laptops,  pharmaceuƟcals, 
expensive  college  text  books  and  even  guns  are  among  the  items 
that  disappear  and  become  part  of  the  criminal  economy.  Well, 
maybe  not  the  books.  UnƟl  recently  we  have  beat  the  ‘lock  your 
car’ drum a lot.  Now it is Ɵme to push another important element. 

Please add to that message the idea of removing the valuables altogether. The more we look 
over the descripƟons of stolen property, we are in disbelief that so many people leave their 
spare  keys  in  the  cars.  These  are  keys  to  the  other  car  in  the  driveway,  as well  as  to  the 
house. When you are out shopping it is understandable that there will be valuables in your 
car.  Use your trunk when you can.  But when you are home, there is no reasonable excuse 
to  leave your wallets,  cash,  cell  phones,  keys,  guns and other  valuables  in  the  car  in  your 
driveway or on the street. Remove the items you do not want to disappear or at least store 
them out of sight.  Lock your doors.  We have seen a handful of reports coming in where the 
criminals are breaking the glass to get to the items leŌ out in plain view.   The cars next to 
them with no valuables in sight were leŌ alone.  

 PrescripƟon drugs 

 Money 

 Video Equipment 

 Cameras 

 Spare Car Keys 

 Firearms 

 Backpacks 



 #VB Strong 



 

A Lesson on Home Safety 

 

The  following  passage  was  creaƟvely  wriƩen  by  MPO  Brad  Detrich,  one  of  my       
colleagues  at  the  Community  Engagement  Office.  He  posted  this  holiday  warning       
on his precinct’s NextDoor.com. Please take a moment and read his handy work. 

 

It would seem hard times have fallen upon the Brethren of  the Coast. These scalawags 
have washed ashore and turned their focus on pillaging our home port. Tis’ the Season 
when we all have deliveries being made while we are out collecting treasures and running 
errands. We are distracted and concentrating on everything else on our lists to do. 

 

 Be fair warned:  

 Thar be Porch Pirates about!  

          Batten down your packages!  

            Man the crow’s nest!  

 

 

Muster with your neighbors to stand watch while you are out to sea. Arrange for a leeward 
berth for all deliveries that you expect into your port. A safe harbor could be your place of  
employment (if  they allow personal deliveries) or a neighbor who is known to be home. 
Learn to repel boarders by having no loot for them to find on your gangway. Some local 
drugstores will be a surrogate delivery location. With a little research you can find alternative 
delivery locations for different delivery services. One large online shopping company has 
Locker Hubs that will secure your deliveries in a safe location.  I did a search on their site 
using "Virginia Beach, VA" and 20 locations popped up. It is not as convenient as your 
porch, but is a little more secure. 

 

May you have fair winds, following seas and  

your packages not be touched by unfriendly hands. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As some of you may remember, every three years the City of Virginia Beach recerƟfies with 

Richmond via  the Department of Criminal  JusƟce Services as a CerƟfied Crime PrevenƟon 

Community    (CCPC).    Virginia  Beach  is  one  of  only  12  communiƟes  in  the  Commonwealth 

that has been able to maintain that status. It is not easy and we need your help. 

 

If your neighborhood is  interested in a Neighborhood Watch (NW), this  is the perfect Ɵme 

for us to get you signed up. Part of being a CCPC member is determined in part with a NW 

audit. We have to report how many NW programs are up and running. You can see the list 

on the vbgov.com website under the NW program. There is a very big chance that you have 

a NW but it has not checked in to be counted among the registered ones.  

 

Please contact your CEU Precinct liaison or come to one of the CiƟzen’s Advisory CommiƩee 

(CAC) meeƟngs (listed on the last page of the newsleƩer) and become registered so we can 

show Richmond that we are earning the CCPC this year. You only need: 

 50% of the total homes to parƟcipate 

 15% need to watch a PowerPoint online 

 at least 1 representaƟve to aƩend 10 CAC meeƟngs a year 

 

We look forward to seeing you at a meeƟng! 



CAC MeeƟngs  

All meeƟngs are held at 7pm 
 

1st Precinct:  1st Tuesdays* 

Municipal Center, Bldg #19 

2424 Courthouse Drive 

(*Except July & August) 

2nd Precinct:  2nd Wednesdays* 

Second Precinct 

820 Virginia Beach Blvd 

(*Except December) 

3rd Precinct:  3rd Thursdays* 

Williams Farm RecreaƟon Center 

5252 Learning Circle 

(*Except July & December) 

4th Precinct:  4th Thursdays* 

Glenwood Community Center 

2097 Round Hill Road 

(*Except November & December) 

Upcoming Events in 2020! 

  March 4‐5:   Every 15 Minutes at Bayside High School 

  April 8‐9:  Every 15 Minutes at Green Run High School 

  April 24‐26:  Something in the Water 

www.facebook.com/VirginiaBeachPD/ 

www.twiƩer.com/VBPD 

www.youtube.com/user/VBPDPIO 

My friends and I at the Virginia Beach Police Department’s Community Engagement Unit are excited 
to help you learn how you can reduce the opportunity for crime to strike you or your business. 

Watch for our advice and events to learn more each month. 

This month I would like to invite you to call now and sign up for Business Watch. We will make you 
an appointment to do a free security assessment of your business and even teach your staff how to 

“Take A Bite Out Of Crime”. 

Business	Watch	
 ofϐice:  757-385-1006 
 desk:  757-385-1371 
 fax:  757-385-1064 
 email:  vbbusinesswatch@vbgov.com 

For AddiƟonal InformaƟon Contact: 
VBPD/Community Engagement Unit 

2441 Princess Anne Road/Bldg 15 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

Office: 757‐385‐1006 
Email: PDCEU@vbgov.com 

www.vbgov.com/government/departments/police/opsdiv/pages/ceu.aspx 

Virginia Beach Business Watch - Together We Can Reduce Crime 


