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HOME SECURITY
Crime prevention is defined as the recognition, anticipation, and
appraisal of a crime risk and taking positive action to reduce it.
The majority of residential crime can be viewed as being “crimes of
opportunity” wherein the victims have left their homes or vehicles
unlocked. The opportunity for residential burglary must be curtailed
both individually and collectively and the best way to accomplish this
is through an organized Neighborhood Watch program.
People who have never been a victim of property crime are less than
diligent about securing their homes and safeguarding their property.
Thieves seek out these vulnerable opportunities and can easily gain access into homes and garages
through unlocked doors and windows, with very little effort. Crime reports indicate most Virginia
Beach residential burglaries occur during the week and during the day. An average burglary takes just
three to five minutes to complete. YOU can make this more difficult.
Victims of these crimes are often surprised to learn how easily they could have prevented the crime
from happening. Residents can enjoy improved peace of mind by using prevention techniques to help
reduce or eliminate the opportunity for criminal activity. Take the time to lock the doors of your
home, the doors to your garage and shed, and always lock your unattended vehicles (especially at
night). Your chances of being victimized are significantly reduced if you simply “lock it up”.
In the next few pages, we will discuss some elements that, when applied together, serve to prevent
residential burglaries. Preventing crime involves a combination of citizen and law enforcement efforts.

Nextdoor.com

is the private social network for your neighborhood and a great

communication tool to stay in the know about what’s going on in your neighborhood and
the surrounding community—whether it’s finding a last-minute babysitter, learning about
an upcoming block party, or hearing about a rash of car break-ins. In March 2017, the city
-wide participation in Nextdoor.com exceeded 62,000 members. Our goal is to have
100,000 members by the end of the year. Try it today and get connected!

Your Crime Prevention Precinct Liaison Officers
1st Precinct

MPO Brad Dietrich

(BDetrich@vbgov.com)

2nd Precinct MPO Jason Karangelen

(JKarange@vbgov.com)

3rd Precinct

MPO David Nieves

(DNieves@vbgov.com)

4th Precinct

MPO Shelly Bryant

(SBryant@vbgov.com)

You may contact your precinct Crime Prevention Officers through the e-mails provided or calling the Crime
Prevention Unit at 757-385-1006. To find out what precinct you live in click on the link
PRECINCT MAPS OR visit the VBPD CRIME PREVENTION UNIT web page.

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
Giving your home a sense of identity and uniqueness will
psychologically inform any “would-be intruder” that he/she is on
private property. This can be accomplished through landscaping and
walkways that guide your desired guests but serve as a deterrent to
those unwanted visitors. The following key components, when
applied together, serve to help prevent residential burglaries.
1. Surveillance - the ability for people to see and be seen by day and by night.
2. Lighting—interior and exterior, on timers when it starts to get dark.
3. Physical Security—locks, hardware, structural elements, and alarm systems.
4. Evidence of Activity—providing a sense of occupancy at all times.
5. Neighborhood Watch—Neighbors watching out for each other.
The Virginia Beach Police Department promotes the principles of Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED) as the most effective way to confront crime. The use of this concept
incorporates the above aspects into three specific areas of your property.
1. The Exterior—Included in this category are lighting, landscaping, and house numbers. Adequate,
appropriate lighting and a well maintained yard creates an aesthetically pleasing environment while
allowing surveillance, defining space, and guiding guests on to and out of your property.
2. The Perimeter— Doors, Windows, other entrances, and alarm systems comprise the perimeter
features. The primary goal is to remove any opportunity for a burglar to gain easy access and to
ensure security hardware and devices are not only adequate, but are also used consistently.
3. The Interior—The interior includes all factors such as lighting, timers, and perceived activity.
The goal is to create the sense that someone is home at all times, as most burglars want to avoid
confrontation.
The application of these security elements along with participation in a Neighborhood Watch program
will help you enjoy the benefits of a secure home while living in a safer community. Contact your
Crime Prevention Liaison Officer to arrange for a free security assessment of your home.

“Every 15 Minutes”
"Every 15 Minutes" is an interactive program focusing on high school juniors and
seniors that challenges them to think about drinking, personal safety, and the
responsibility of making mature decisions when lives are involved. Both parents and
students play highly interactive roles within the presentation. The program's name is
derived from the fact that every fifteen minutes in the United States at least one
person is killed as a result of an alcohol related crash or incident.
The first Virginia Beach presentation of the “Every 15 Minutes” program in Virginia
Beach was at Princess Anne High School in 1999. Since that time, the city’s eleven
public high schools have hosted the program multiple times. The goal of public safety
is to present “Every 15 Minutes” at two city public high schools each school year.
The educational process begins approximately two months prior to the
implementation of the program. This process includes school
announcements regarding alcohol facts, parent-student meetings, and the
dissemination of information packets to all students. Twenty-four
students are selected to actively participate in the program. The parents of
the students are also asked to make commitments to actively participate
in the program. Twenty of the students are known as the “living dead,”
and the remaining four students are crash participants. The educational
process is concluded with two-days of role-play and an assembly with a
high quality video of their “Every 15 Minutes” experience.
The “Every 15 Minutes” program is being offered at Ocean Lakes and Kempsville High Schools in 2017.
These events are NOT open to the public but videos about the programs will be available on YouTube.
For more information on the “Every 15 Minutes” program please contact Master Police Officer Jim
McElligott at 757-385-1330 or by e-mail at JMcEllig@vbgov.com.

Get Empowered by using See-Click-Fix!
See Click Fix is an app which empowers citizens with a way to report issues needing
the City’s attention. YOU can easily report items such as street light outages, poor
roadway conditions, drainage problems, graffiti, landscaping on public or private
property, etc. These deficiency or service needed reports can be made anonymously
or through the creation of a personal account. Entries into the system can be made
via See Click Fix’s cell phone app, tablet, or computer. This program is extremely
valuable because it provides an easy way for you to help maintain the appearance of
your neighborhood and help your community “Take A Bite Out Of Crime”.

For more information:
Download the App and/or visit
https://en.seeclickfix.com

final thoughts...
Would YOU leave a large note on the front door of your residence
stating, “Away for the weekend—Be back on Monday”? Probably
NOT! But making posts on social media before and while you are
away does exactly that! Please be aware of the types of information
you voluntarily provide to others while you are away from home.

TRIAD / SENIORS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT TOGETHER
Meetings are Held the 3rd Saturday of each month at 10am, Marian Manor
(5345 Marian Lane)
Contact: Master Police Officer Shelly Bryant at 757-385-1066.

CITIZENS’ POLICE ACADEMY
Two sessions of the Citizens’ Police Academy are held per year,
once in the spring and again in the fall—click here to register:
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/police/opsdiv/Pages/
Virginia-Beach-Citizens-Police-Academy.aspx

SENIOR CITIZENS’ POLICE ACADEMY
Two sessions of the Senior Citizens’ Police Academy are also held per
year, once in the spring and again in the fall—click here to register:
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/police/opsdiv/Pages/
SeniorCitizenAcademy.aspx

CAC Meetings
All meetings are held at 7pm
1st Precinct: 1st Tuesdays
Municipal Center, Building #19
2424 Courthouse Drive
2nd Precinct: 2nd Wednesdays
Second Precinct
820 Virginia Beach Blvd
3rd Precinct: 3rd Thursdays
Williams Farm Recreation Center
5252 Learning Circle
4th Precinct: 4th Thursdays
Glenwood Community Center
2097 Roundhill Road

2017 Neighborhood Watch Training Schedule


April 15th Kempsville Library 9:00 to 11:00 am



May 10th Bayside Recreation Center 6:30 to 8:30 pm



June 21st Municipal Center Building 19 6:30 to 8:30 pm

Additional trainings are available upon request but we would like 20 to 25 people in attendance.
Neighborhood Watch is not affiliated with your Civic League or Home Owner Association.
Crime Prevention officers are currently working to schedule trainings in the Green Run, Chimney Hill, and
Ocean Lakes neighborhood areas. Please contact your Crime Prevention Unit liaison should you have
questions on implementing or improving a Neighborhood Watch program.
REMEMBER: The NUMBER ONE crime in Virginia Beach is LARCENY from UNLOCKED vehicles.

facebook.com/virginiabeachPD

twitter.com/VBPD
youtube.com/VBPDPIO

For Additional Information Contact:
VBPD / Crime Prevention Unit
2441 Princess Anne Road, Municipal Center Bldg. 15
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 Phone: (757)385-1006
Web page: VBPD CRIME PREVENTION UNIT

