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Holiday Safety Tips—Wherever You Are!
Shopping Safely

At Home
 If you are leaving town, stop newspaper and mail delivery; alert
a trusted neighbor; install a timer on your interior and exterior
lights; leave a car parked in the driveway or ask a neighbor to
park in your driveway.
 Don’t place boxes at your curbside which advertise any
expensive items you just purchased (e.g., large screen TV box).
 Trim bushes and landscaping back from windows; make sure
exterior lighting is adequate around exterior of house.
 Install deadbolt locks on all doors leading outside of residence,




along with 3" screws in the strike plate.
If you see any suspicious activity/people, call the Police NonEmergency number (385-5000) immediately.
Participate in Neighborhood Watch; if you don’t have one in
your community, now’s the time to start one up.
Join Nextdoor - it’s secure, tailored to residents in your
immediate community, and provides a secure way for you to
connect with your neighbors, on safety and more!

 Park in well-lit areas; lock up your vehicle and take your keys
with you; have your keys in your hand when returning to
your vehicle.
 Never leave your car running and unattended, even for a
second.
 Keep valuables and packages out of sight (preferably locked
in trunk).
 Make periodic trips with packages to your vehicle to avoid
being overwhelmed and unable to react if approached or
attacked.
 If you are alone after dark, request an escort to your vehicle
from mall or store security, or ask other citizens if you can
walk out with them (there is safety in numbers).
 Make sure to keep a close eye on children and talk to them
about what to do if they get separated from you while
shopping (how to find a trusted adult – police officer,
security officer, or store clerk).

While You’re Out and About
· Always be aware of your surroundings – walk with your head up, shoulders back and constantly scan the area around you.
· Avoid walking, jogging or biking after dark, particularly alone, and stay in well-lit, populated areas
· Avoid wearing headphones (you will not hear someone approaching)
· If you are approached by an armed criminal demanding your valuables, comply with his or her request – your property is
replaceable; you are not.

Virginia Beach Crime Prevention Steering Committee
Hosts Symposium on Reducing Gun Violence
On Wednesday, October 28, 2015, the Virginia Beach Crime Prevention Steering
Committee together with students from Lynnhaven Middle School hosted “Reducing
Gun Violence: An Educational Symposium,” at Landstown High School. This program
was developed to bring together people of different views to civilly discuss the
prominent issue of gun violence in the United States and propose solutions to
reducing it here in Virginia Beach.
Lynnhaven Middle School students researched different countries (Japan, Norway,
and the United Kingdom) to explore public policy options and experts on this topic
were recruited to present their positions on this very important issue. The symposium
was held similar to a congressional hearing - students had an opportunity to make an
opening statement then engaged the panel in a question-and-answer period. This
very timely and worthwhile event attracted 120 citizens who were able to discuss their
concerns and obtain information from the diverse and knowledgeable group of panel
members.

VBPD LISTENS!
Virginia Beach Neighborhood Surveys Continue…
During the evening hours of September 16, 23, 30 and October 7, hundreds
of members of the Virginia Beach Police Department, from the Chief down to
the newest Police Recruits, participated in door-to-door surveys. During these
surveys, officers asked residents a variety of questions, ranging from whether
or not they fear crime in their particular neighborhood, to how they feel the
Police Department could better serve them.
These surveys provide a positive way for citizens to interact, face to face,
with officers and discuss specific issues and concerns they have. Citizens
were also provided with crime prevention tips, and are able to have crime
prevention specialists assess their homes for security recommendations.
Just this fall season alone, neighborhoods that have been surveyed include
Green Run (both First and Fourth Precinct areas), Emerald Lakes, Campus
East, Washington Square, Lake Edward, and Northridge. In keeping with the
Mayor’s Action Challenge initiative, the Police Department will continue these
surveys and while making these valuable connections, the citizens’ voices will
continue to be heard.

final thoughts...
Larcenies from motor vehicles are still too prevalent throughout our city. Please remind friends,
family and neighbors to lock up their vehicles and never leave anything of value in their cars.
Remember - if a criminal finds that stealing from cars is easy in your neighborhood, they may
feel comfortable moving on to something more (burglaries or even robberies). Your complacent
neighbor who leaves their car unlocked may unknowingly make you a target for future crimes...

Upcoming Events >>>
SAVE THE DATE!!
November 21, 2015, 1-4 pm: "The Best Defense" self-defense
workshop will be held at Bow Creek Rec Center. This hands-on self-

defense program is free and open to anyone 12 years old and up. You do
not need to be a Rec Center member to participate. Call any Rec Center
directly to register. Call MPO Leta Krieger at 385-1324 for further
information (you cannot register with her).

TRIAD/S.A.L.T. Meetings
Held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 10am, Marian Manor
(5345 Marian Lane)
Contact: MPO Jason Karangelen at 385-1006
CITIZENS’ POLICE ACADEMY
Two sessions of the Citizens’ Police Academy are held per year; once in

CAC Meetings
All meetings are held at 7pm.
1st Pct: 1st Tue at Municipal Center,
Building #19, 2424 Courthouse Dr
2nd Pct: 2nd Wed at Second
Precinct, 820 Virginia Beach Blvd
3rd Pct: 3rd Thu at Williams Farm
Rec Center, 5252 Learning Circle
4th Pct: 4th Thu at Glenwood Comm
Center, 2097 Roundhill Rd

the spring and again in the fall—click here to register:
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/police/opsdiv/Pages/Virginiafacebook.com/virginiabeachPD

Call the Crime Prevention Unit at
757-385-1006 for Additional Information

twitter.com/VBPD

youtube.com/VBPDPIO

Crime Prevention Unit
2509 Princess Anne Road
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