
Swimming Pool Regulations 
 
Pools of Water USBC Section 108.2 (7) and IRC Section AG105.2-AG105.5 (Appendix G) Swimming pool, hot tub, 
spa, etc. 
 

A. Building permits are not required for any structure, pool, hot tub, or spa used for swimming or bathing that 
have a surface area not greater than 150 square feet, do not exceed 5000 gallons in water capacity and are 
less than 24 inches deep at any point. 

B. Townhouse and condo swimming pools, available to dwelling owners and guests only shall be classified as 
a private swimming pool.  Any pool other than a private pool shall be classified as a public swimming 
pool, and shall have an approval from the Virginia Department of Health prior to the issuance of the 
building permit. 

C. A wall of an in ground swimming pool shall not be located less than 5 feet from any rear or side property 
line (this does not apply to corner lots). An above ground pool shall comply with the City Zoning 
Ordinance. A copy of physical survey of the property shall be submitted to the Zoning Division prior to 
the issuance of the building permit. 

D. Pool Equipment must meet setbacks. 
E. It is the property owner’s responsibility to see that the required safety devices (fence, ladder, gate, etc.) 

enclose the pool in order to make the pool inaccessible to small children. 
F. Height of the barriers (fences) is required to be a minimum of 48 inches above grade. Required barrier 

shall be constructed so as to prohibit the passage of a sphere larger than 4 inches in diameter through any 
opening of the barrier.  The gap between bottom of the barrier and grade shall not be greater than 2 inches.  
Where a barrier is combination of horizontal and vertical members, the horizontal members shall be 
located at least 45 inches apart, or the horizontal members shall be located on the swimming pool side of 
fence. If horizontal members are located less than 45 inches apart, the horizontal members shall be located 
on the swimming pool side of the fence and the spacing between the vertical members shall not exceed 1-
3/4 inches.  Solid barriers, which do not have openings, such as masonry or stone wall, shall not contain 
indentions or protrusions except for normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

G. All gates shall have self-closing and self-latching devices. The latching device shall be located at 
minimum of 54 inches above grade, or latching device shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least 
3 inches below the top of the gate and the gate and barrier shall have no opening greater than ½ inches 
within 18 inches of the release mechanism of the latching device.  All gates shall open outward away from 
pool.  (Padlocks are not an acceptable alternative) 

H. Where the wall of the dwelling serves as part of the barrier, one of the following requirements must be 
met: 

1. The pool shall be equipped with a power safety cover; or 
2. All doors with direct access to pool area shall be equipped with alarm devices that produce an 

audible warning when the door and its screen, if present, are opened. The alarm shall sound 
continuously for a minimum of 30 seconds immediately after the door is open and be capable of 
being heard throughout the house during normal household activities.  The deactivation switch of 
the pool alarm device shall be installed at least 54 inches above the threshold of the door; or  

3. Other approved means of protection 
(Home security system cannot be used as an acceptable device for the required pool alarm) 

I. Walls of above ground pools, use as a barrier shall be at least 48 inches in height above the grade.            
The ladder or steps, which provide access, shall be capable of being secured, locked, or removed to 
prevent access.  If decks are connected to the above ground pool, then access to deck area shall be 
surrounded by a same protective barrier as above. 

J. Spa with a safety cover complying with ASTM ES 13 shall be acceptable in lieu of barrier. 
K. Barrier shall be located so as to prohibit permanent structures, equipments or similar objects from being 

used to climb the barriers. 
L. Suction Fittings. Pool and spa suction outlets shall have a cover that conforms to ANSI/ASME A 

112.19.8M, or an 18 inch x23 inch drain grate or larger, or an approved channel drain system.   
Exception:  Surface Skimmers 


