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What is “Environmental Education”?

EE is a learning process that increases people’s 
knowledge and awareness about the environment 
and its associated challenges, develops the necessary 
skills and expertise to address the challenges, and 
fosters attitudes, motivations, and commitments to 
make informed decisions and take responsible action.

Not the same as environmental 
information or technical assistance 

Does not advocate a particular 
viewpoint or course of action—
teaches critical thinking and 
enhances problem-solving skills 
as a way to make informed 
decisions.

NAAEE, U.S. EPA 
Environmental Education, 
Tbilisi Definition 



“Experts at Stanford University systematically 
searched the academic literature and 
analyzed 119 peer-reviewed studies 
published over a 20-year period that 
measured the impacts of environmental 
education for K-12 students. The review 
found clear evidence that environmental 
education programs provide a variety of 
benefits.”

“Not surprisingly, the studies clearly showed 
that students taking part in environmental 
education programming gained knowledge 
about the environment. But learning about 
the environment is just the tip of the 
iceberg…”
https://naaee.org/eepro/research/eeworks/student-outcomes



“The environmental education section of the N.C. Office 
of Environmental Education and Public Affairs in the N.C. 
Department of Environmental Quality was established to 
increase environmental literacy and natural resource 
stewardship in North Carolina by encouraging, promoting 
and supporting environmental education programs, 
facilities and resources throughout the state.”



How do we accomplish our mission?

• Serve as information/consultation clearinghouse: website; online 
calendar; online resource databases for grants, EE jobs, contests; EE 
email listserv (3800+ members); social media; blogs and more

• Manage nationally-recognized environmental educator certification 
program (1000+ Certified, 800+ enrolled)

• Partner with, support and promote more than 200 “environmental 
education centers” in North Carolina (local, state, federal and nonprofit)

• Act as liaison between N.C. Department of Public Instruction, N.C. DEQ 
and the state and national EE community, agencies and organizations. 



Several existing 
and potential 
assets make 

North Landing 
River area an 
ideal location

for an EE center 
and EE 

programs



Existing northeastern NC 
“environmental education 

centers” 

As a N.C. DEQ agency and partner of APNEP, our office can 
provide EE program development consultation to North 
Landing River efforts, and are already positioned to include 
future North Landing River environmental education facilities 
and programs in our environmental education promotion and 
outreach efforts.  
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