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ORD-3483 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE III OF 1 
CHAPTER 26 OF THE CITY CODE 2 
PERTAINING TO CHARITABLE 3 
SOLICITATIONS 4 
 5 
Sections Amended: 26-49; 26-50; 26-51; 26-6 
52; 26-53; 26-54; 26-55; 26-56; 26-57; 26-58; 7 
26-59; and 26-60 8 
 9 
Sections Deleted:   26-61; 26-62; 26-63; 26-64; 10 
26-65; 26-66; 26-67; 26-68; 26-69; 26-70; 26-11 
71; and 26-72 12 

 13 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VIRGINIA 14 

BEACH, VIRGINIA: 15 
  16 
 That sections 26-61, 26-62, 26-63, 26-64, 26-65, 26-66, 26-67, 26-68, 26-69, 26-17 
70, 26-71, and 26-72 of the Code of the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia are hereby 18 
repealed, and that Article III of Chapter 26 of the City Code is hereby amended and 19 
reordained to read as follows: 20 
 21 
Sec. 26-49.  Definitions. 22 
 23 
All definitions of words and phrases contained in the Code of Virginia § 57-48 are 24 
hereby adopted and shall apply to such words and phrases when used in this article, 25 
unless clearly indicated to the contrary. 26 

 27 
For the purposes of this article, the following words and phrases shall have the 28 

meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section:  29 
Charitable organization: Any person which is or holds itself out to be organized or 30 

operated for any charitable purpose or any person which solicits contributions from the 31 
public or obtains contributions solicited from the public. This definition shall not be 32 
deemed to include any church or convention or association of churches primarily 33 
operated for nonsecular purposes, and no part of the net income of which inures to the 34 
direct benefit of any individual; nor shall it include any political party, as defined in 35 
section 24.1-1 of the Code of Virginia, or any political campaign committee required by 36 
state or federal law to file a report or statement of contributions and expenditures. Nor 37 
shall the definition include any labor union registered under section 40.1-76 of the Code 38 
of Virginia, or any trade association; nor shall the definition include any authorized 39 
individual who solicits, by authority of such organization, solely on behalf of a registered 40 
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or exempt charitable organization or on behalf of an organization excluded from the 41 
definition of charitable organization.  42 

Charitable purpose: Any charitable, benevolent, humane, philanthropic or 43 
eleemosynary purpose and the purpose of influencing legislation or influencing the 44 
actions of any public official or instigating, prosecuting or intervening in litigation.  45 

City manager: The city manager or a member of his staff 46 
to whom he may delegate his duties under this article.  47 
Civic organization: Any local service club, veterans' post, fraternal society or 48 

association, volunteer fire or rescue group or civic league or association of ten (10) or 49 
more persons not organized for profit, but operated exclusively for educational or 50 
charitable purposes, as defined herein, including the promotion of community welfare, 51 
and the net earnings of which are devoted exclusively to charitable, educational, 52 
recreational or social welfare purposes.  53 

Contribution: Any gift, bequest, devise or other grant of any money, credit, financial 54 
assistance or property of any kind of value, including the promise to contribute, except 55 
payments by the membership of an organization for membership fees, dues, fines or 56 
assessments, or for services rendered to individual members, and except money, credit, 57 
financial assistance or property received from any governmental authority. The term 58 
"contribution" shall not include any donation of blood or any gift made pursuant to article 59 
2 of chapter 8 of title 32.1 (§ 32.1-289 et seq.) of the Code of Virginia.  60 

Federated fund-raising organization: Any federation of independent charitable 61 
organizations which have voluntarily joined together, including, but not limited to, a 62 
United Fund or Community Chest, for purposes of raising and distributing money for 63 
and among themselves and where membership does not confer operating authority and 64 
control of the individual agencies upon the federated group organization.  65 

Fund-raising expenses: The expenses of all activities that constitute or are an 66 
integral and inseparable part of a solicitation.  67 

Membership: Those persons to whom, for payment of fees, dues, assessments, 68 
etc., an organization provides services and confers a bona fide right, privilege, 69 
professional standing, honor or other direct benefit, in addition to the right to vote, elect 70 
officers or hold offices. The term "membership" shall not include those persons who are 71 
granted a membership upon making a contribution as the result of solicitation.  72 

Parent organization: That part of a charitable organization which coordinates, 73 
supervises or exercises control over policy, fund raising and expenditures, or assists or 74 
advises one or more chapters, branches or affiliates.  75 
Person: Any individual, organization, trust, foundation, association, partnership, 76 
corporation, society or other group or combination acting as a unit.  77 

Professional fund-raising counsel: Any person who, for a flat fixed fee under a 78 
written agreement, plans, conducts, manages, carries on, advises or acts as a 79 
consultant, whether directly or indirectly, in connection with soliciting contributions for, or 80 
on behalf of, any charitable or civic organization, but who actually solicits no 81 
contributions as part of such services. A bona fide salaried officer or employee of a 82 
registered or exempt charitable organization or of a registered parent organization shall 83 
not be deemed to be a professional fund-raising counsel.  84 

https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_APXAZOOR_ART2GEREPRAPALDI
https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_APXAZOOR_ART2GEREPRAPALDI
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Professional solicitor: Any person who, for a financial or other consideration, solicits 85 
contributions for, or on behalf of, a charitable or civic organization, whether such 86 
solicitation of contributions is performed personally or through his agents, servants or 87 
employees or through agents, servants or employees specially employed by or for a 88 
charitable or civic organization, who are engaged in the solicitation of contributions 89 
under the direction of such person; or any person who, for a financial or other 90 
consideration, plans, conducts, manages, carries on, advises or acts as a consultant to 91 
a charitable or civic organization in connection with the solicitation of contributions, but 92 
does not qualify as a professional fund-raising counsel. A bona fide salaried officer or 93 
employee of a registered or exempt charitable organization or of a registered parent 94 
organization shall not be deemed a professional solicitor.  95 

Sale; sell; sold: The transfer of any property or the rendition of any service to any 96 
person in exchange for consideration, including any purported contribution without 97 
which such property would not have been transferred or such services would not have 98 
been rendered.  99 

Solicit; solicitation: The request or appeal, directly-or indirectly, for any contribution 100 
on the plea or representation that such contribution will be used for a charitable 101 
purpose, including without limitation, the following methods of requesting such 102 
contributions:  103 
(1)  104 

Any oral or written request.  105 
(2)  106 

Any announcement to the press, over the radio or television, or by telephone or 107 
telegraph concerning an appeal or campaign to which the public is requested 108 
to make a contribution for any charitable purpose connected therewith.  109 

(3)  110 
The distribution, circulation, posting or publishing of any handbill, written 111 

advertisement or other publication which directly or by implication seeks to 112 
obtain public support.  113 

(4)  114 
The sale of, or any offer or attempt to sell, any advertisement, advertising space, 115 

subscription, ticket or any service or tangible item in connection with which any 116 
appeal is made for any charitable purpose or where the name of any charitable 117 
organization is used or referred to in any such appeal as an inducement or 118 
reason for making any such sale, or when or where, in connection with any 119 
such sale, any statement is made that the whole or any part of the proceeds 120 
from any such sale will be donated to any charitable purpose.  121 

"Solicitation," as defined herein, shall be deemed to occur when the request is made, at the 122 
place the request is received, whether or not the person making the same actually 123 
receives any contribution.  124 
 125 
Sec. 26-50.  Exemptions from article generally. 126 
 127 
The following organizations are exempt from the registration requirements of this article:  128 
(a)   Nothing in this article shall be construed as being applicable to The American Red 129 
Cross or any of its local chapters; 130 
 131 
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(b)   No  A charitable organization shall be required to comply with the provisions of this 132 
article, if such organization has registered with the state commissioner of agriculture 133 
and consumer services or if such organization is a chapter, branch or affiliate included 134 
in the consolidated report of an organization or federated organization which is so 135 
registered; 136 
 137 
(c)  A church or political organization; 138 
 139 
(d)  Educational institutions that are accredited by the Board of Education, by a regional 140 
accrediting association or by an organization affiliated with the National Commission on 141 
Accrediting, the Association of Montessori Internationale, the Virginia Independent 142 
Schools Association, or any similar organization;   143 
 144 
(e) Organizations which have no office within the city and which solicit in the city from 145 
without the commonwealth solely by means of telephone or telegraph, direct mail or 146 
advertising in national media; 147 
 148 
(f)   Organizations which solicit only within the membership of the organization by the 149 
members thereof; 150 
 151 
(g)   Health care institutions defined herein as any facilities that have been granted tax-152 
exempt status under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and that are (i) 153 
licensed by the Department of Health or the Department of Mental Health, Mental 154 
Retardation and Substance Abuse Services; (ii) designated by the Health Care 155 
Financing Administration (HCFA) as federally qualified health centers; (iii) certified by 156 
the HCFA as rural health clinics; or (iv) wholly organized for the delivery of health care 157 
services without charge;  and any supporting organization which exists solely to support 158 
any such health care institutions.  For purposes of clause (iv), “delivery of health care 159 
services without charge” includes the delivery of dental, medical or other health services 160 
where a reasonable fee is charged to cover administrative expenses; 161 
 162 
(h) Civic organizations; 163 
 164 
(i) Any museum that has registered with the Commissioner as required by § 57-49, 165 
Code of Virginia; and 166 
 167 
(j) Organizations that have been granted tax-exempt status under section 501(c)(3) of 168 
the Internal Revenue Code and that are organized wholly as Area Health Education 169 
Centers in accordance with § 32.1-122.7 of the Code of Virginia. 170 
 171 
Sec. 26-51.  Exemptions from certain provisions of article. Licensing of charitable 172 
organizations; prohibition against support of terrorists. 173 
 174 
(a)   If an entity not subject to this chapter by operation of the definitions contained in § 175 
57-48 of the Code of Virginia or section 26-50 of this article wishes to voluntarily obtain 176 
a license at no cost, such organization shall submit, before any solicitation, to the 177 
commissioner of the revenue or designee, on form to be prescribed by him or her, the 178 
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name, address and purpose of the organization and a statement setting forth the reason 179 
for the claim for exemption. If exempted, the commissioner of the revenue or designee 180 
shall issue a letter of exemption which may be exhibited to the public. The letter of 181 
exemption shall remain in effect as long as the organization continues to solicit in 182 
accordance with its claim for exemption. 183 
 184 
(b)   Every charitable organization, except as otherwise provided herein, which intends 185 
to solicit contributions within the city, or have funds solicited on its behalf, shall, prior to 186 
any solicitation, file an initial license application with the office of the commissioner of 187 
the revenue upon forms acceptable to him. Each license application shall thereafter be 188 
refiled on or before the first day of the fourth calendar month of the next and each 189 
following fiscal year in which such charitable organization is engaged in solicitation 190 
activities within the city. It shall be the duty of the president, chairman or principal officer 191 
of such charitable organization to file the license application required herein. Such 192 
license application shall contain the following information: 193 
 194 

(1)   The name of the organization and the purpose for which it was organized 195 
and the name of any fictitious names of such organization. 196 

 197 
(2)   The principal address of the organization, the address of any offices in the 198 
city and its designated agent for process within the commonwealth. If no such 199 
agent is designated, the organization shall be deemed to have designated the 200 
secretary of the commonwealth. If the organization does not maintain an office, 201 
the statement shall include the name and address of the person having custody 202 
of its financial records. 203 

 204 
(3)   The names and addresses of any chapters, branches or affiliates in the city. 205 

 206 
(4)   The place where and the date when the organization was legally 207 
established, the form of the organization, and a reference to any determination of 208 
its tax-exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code. 209 

 210 
(5)   The names and addresses of the officers, directors, trustees and the 211 
principal salaried executive staff officer. 212 

 213 
(6)  The general purpose or purposes for which the contributions to be solicited 214 
shall be used. 215 

 216 
(7)  A statement indicating whether the organization, or any officer, professional 217 
solicitor or professional fund raiser thereof, has ever been convicted of a felony 218 
and, if so, a description of the pertinent facts. 219 

 220 
(c)  Every license application shall include the following language: 221 

“No funds have been or will knowingly be used, directly or indirectly, to 222 
benefit or provide support, in case or in kind, to terrorists, terrorist 223 
organizations, terrorist activities, or the family members of any terrorist." 224 

 225 
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(d)  No person shall be licensed by the commissioner of the revenue to solicit funds that 226 
are intended to benefit or support terrorists, terrorist organizations or terrorist activities.   227 
 228 
(e)   The registration forms shall be signed by an authorized officer of the charitable 229 
organization. 230 
 231 
(f)   Every charitable organization which submits an independent registration to the 232 
office of the commissioner of the revenue shall pay an annual license fee of ten dollars 233 
($10.00). A parent organization filing on behalf of one or more chapters, branches or 234 
affiliates or a federated fund-raising organization filing on behalf of its member agencies 235 
shall pay a single annual license fee. All fees paid hereunder shall be credited to the 236 
office of the commissioner of the revenue for reimbursement of administrative 237 
expenses. 238 
 239 
(a) The following shall be exempt from the registration requirements of section 26-240 
58 and the requirements of section 26-61, but shall otherwise be subject to the 241 
provisions of this article:  242 

(1) Educational institutions that are recognized by the state superintendent of 243 
public instruction or that are accredited by a regional accrediting association or 244 
by an organization affiliated with the National Commission on Accrediting, the 245 
Association Montessori Internationale or the American Montessori Society, any 246 
foundation having an established identity with any of the aforementioned 247 
educational institutions, and any other educational institution confining its 248 
solicitation of contributions to its student body, alumni, faculty and trustees, and 249 
their families.  250 
(2) Persons requesting contributions for the relief of any individual specified by 251 
name at the time of the solicitation, when all of the contributions collected, 252 
without any deductions whatsoever, are turned over to the named beneficiary 253 
for his use.  254 
(3) Charitable organizations which do not intend to solicit and receive, during a 255 
calendar year, and have not actually raised or received, during any of the three 256 
(3) next preceding calendar years, contributions from the public in excess of 257 
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), if all of their functions, including fund-raising 258 
activities, are carried on by persons who are unpaid for their services and if no 259 
part of their assets or income inures to the benefit of or is paid to any officer or 260 
member. Nevertheless, if the contributions raised from the public, whether all of 261 
such is or is not received by any charitable organization during any calendar 262 
year, shall be in excess of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), it shall, within 263 
thirty (30) days after the date it shall have received total contributions in excess 264 
of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), register with and report to the city manager 265 
as required by this article.  266 
(4) Organizations which have no office within the city and which solicit in the 267 
city from without the commonwealth solely by means of telephone or telegraph, 268 
direct mail or advertising in national media.  269 
(5) Organizations which solicit only within the membership of the organization 270 
by the members thereof.  271 

https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH26PESO_ARTIIICHSO_S26-58REOR
https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH26PESO_ARTIIICHSO_S26-58REOR
https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH26PESO_ARTIIICHSO_S26-61REBEKEOR
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(6) Health care institutions which have been granted tax-exempt status under 272 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and any supporting 273 
organization which exists solely to support any such institution.  274 
(7) Civic organizations.  275 

(b) No charitable or civic organization shall be exempt under this section unless it shall 276 
submit, before any solicitation, to the city manager, on form to be prescribed by him, the 277 
name, address and purpose of the organization and a statement setting forth the reason 278 
for the claim for exemption. Parent organizations may file consolidated applications for 279 
exemptions for any chapters, branches or affiliates which they believe to be exempt 280 
from the registration provisions of this article. If exempted, the city manager shall issue 281 
a letter of exemption which may be exhibited to the public. No registration fee shall be 282 
required of any exempt organization. The letter of exemption shall remain in effect as 283 
long as the organization continues to solicit in accordance with its claim for exemption. 284 
 285 
Sec. 26-52.  Reciprocal agreements with other municipalities. Time and effect of 286 
licensure.  287 
 288 
(a)  Licenses by charitable organizations are effective, if complete, when approved by 289 
the commissioner of the revenue.  Incomplete license application forms and license 290 
application forms lacking required accompanying documents shall not be approved until 291 
completed or until the required accompanying documents are received by the 292 
commissioner of the revenue. 293 
 294 
(b)  If the commissioner of the revenue at any time determines that (i) the requirements 295 
of section 26-51 have not been met or (ii) the licensee is violating any requirement of 296 
section 26-57, then the commissioner of the revenue may suspend the license until the 297 
licensee meets the requirements or complies and provides evidence thereof satisfactory 298 
to the commissioner of the revenue.  If the licensee does not provide sufficient evidence 299 
to reinstate the license within 30 days of the suspense, the license shall be revoked, 300 
and such revocation shall be final subject to section 26-60. 301 
 302 

The city manager may enter into a reciprocal agreement with the appropriate 303 
authority of any other municipality within the commonwealth for the purpose of 304 
exchanging information with respect to charitable organizations, professional fund-305 
raising counsel and professional solicitors. Pursuant to such agreements, the city 306 
manager may accept information filed by charitable organizations, professional fund-307 
raising counsel and professional solicitors with the appropriate authority of another 308 
locality within this commonwealth, in lieu of the information required to be filed by this 309 
article. 310 
 311 
Sec. 26-53. Article does not authorize unlawful acts or omissions or decrease 312 
liability imposed by law. Charitable solicitation disclosure.   313 
 314 
Every professional solicitor who solicits contributions from a prospective contributor in 315 
the city: (i) shall identify himself and his employer; (ii) shall disclose that he is a paid 316 
solicitor; and (iii) shall notify the prospective contributor that a financial statement for the 317 
last fiscal year is available from the State Office of Consumer Affairs.  Such disclosure 318 

https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_APXAZOOR_ART5REDI_S501USRE
https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_APXAZOOR_ART5REDI_S501USRE
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shall comply with the requirements set forth in the Rules Governing the Solicitation of 319 
Contributions promulgated by the Board of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and 320 
Consumer Services. 321 
 322 

Nothing contained in this article shall be construed as making lawful any act or 323 
omission which is now unlawful, or as decreasing the liability, civil or criminal, of any 324 
person imposed by existing laws. 325 
 326 
Sec. 26-54.  Appeals from orders under article. Records to be kept by 327 
organizations. 328 
 329 
Every charitable organization required to be licensed with the city shall keep true fiscal 330 
records for all fiscal years in accordance with the standards set out in section 57-53 of 331 
the Code of Virginia. Such records shall be retained for a period of at least three (3) 332 
years after the end of the period to which they relate. 333 
 334 
Any person aggrieved by any final order of the commissioner of the revenue under this 335 
article, denying such person any right to which he is entitled under law, may, within 336 
fifteen (15) days from the date of such order, apply for relief to the circuit court of the 337 
city. Either party may appeal any final order of such court in the same manner as 338 
provided by law in cases other than cases of appeals of right. 339 

 340 
Sec. 26-55.  Investigations to enforce article.  Reciprocal agreements with other 341 
municipalities. 342 
 343 
The commissioner of the revenue may enter into a reciprocal agreement with the 344 
appropriate authority of any other locality within the commonwealth for the purpose of 345 
exchanging information with respect to charitable organizations. Pursuant to such 346 
agreements, the commissioner of the revenue may accept information filed by 347 
charitable organizations with the appropriate authority of another locality within this 348 
commonwealth, in lieu of the information required to be filed by pursuant to § 26-51. 349 
 350 
The city manager, upon his own motion or upon the complaint of any person, may 351 
investigate any charitable or civic organization, professional fund-raising counsel or 352 
professional solicitor to determine whether such charitable or civic organization, 353 
professional fund-raising counsel par professional solicitor has violated any of the 354 
provisions of this article. 355 
 356 
Sec. 26-56.  Penalty for violations of article. Information filed under article to 357 
constitute public records; charge for copies thereof. 358 
 359 
License application and all other documents and information required to be filed under 360 
this article shall become public records in the office of the commissioner of the revenue, 361 
and shall be open to the general public for inspection at such time and under such 362 
conditions as the commissioner of the revenue may prescribe. A charge, not exceeding 363 
one dollar ($1.00) per page, may be made for any copy of such documents and 364 
information as may be furnished any person by the commissioner of the revenue. 365 
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 366 
Any person who wilfully and knowingly violates or causes to be violated any provision of 367 
this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 368 
sentenced, for the first offense, to pay a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 369 
($100.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or undergo imprisonment for not 370 
more than six (6) months, or both; and, for the second and any subsequent offense, to 371 
pay a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) and not more than one 372 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or to undergo imprisonment for not more than one year, or 373 
both. 374 
 375 
Sec. 26-57. Actions to enjoin violations of article. Prohibited acts.   376 
 377 
(a)  No charitable organization shall use or exploit the fact of licensing under this article 378 
so as to lead the public to believe that such license in any manner constitutes an 379 
endorsement or approval by the city. The use of the following statement shall not be 380 
deemed a prohibited exploitation, "Licensed with the commissioner of the revenue is 381 
required by law.  Licensure does not imply endorsement of a public solicitation for 382 
contributions." 383 
 384 
(b)  No person shall, in connection with the solicitation of contributions or the sale of 385 
tangible personal property or services represent, or lead anyone by any manner, 386 
means, practice or device whatsoever to believe, that the person on whose behalf such 387 
solicitation or sale is being conducted is a bona fide charitable organization or that the 388 
proceeds of such solicitation or sale will be used for charitable purposes, if he has 389 
reason to believe such not to be the fact. 390 
 391 
(c)  No person shall, in connection with the solicitation of contributions or the sale of 392 
tangible personal property or services for charitable purposes, represent or lead anyone 393 
by any manner, means, practice or device whatsoever to believe, that any other person 394 
sponsors or endorses such solicitation of contributions, sale of tangible personal 395 
property or services for charitable purposes or approves of such charitable purposes or 396 
a charitable organization connected therewith when such other person has not given 397 
written consent to the use of his name for these purposes. 398 
 399 
Any member of the board of directors or trustees of a charitable organization or any 400 
other person who has agreed either to serve or to participate in any voluntary capacity 401 
in the campaign shall be deemed thereby to have given his consent to the use of his 402 
name in said campaign.  Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the publication 403 
of names of contributors without their written consents, in an annual or other periodic 404 
report issued by a charitable organization for the purpose of reporting on its operations 405 
and affairs to its membership or for the purpose of reporting contributions to 406 
contributors. 407 
 408 
(d)   No person shall denominate any membership fee or purchase price of goods or 409 
services sold, as a contribution or as a donation or in any other manner represent or 410 
imply that the member or the purchaser of such goods or services will be entitled to an 411 
income tax deduction for his cost or any portion thereof unless: 412 
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 413 
(1)  there shall have been first obtained a signed opinion of counsel or an Internal 414 
Revenue Service ruling or determination letter holding such cost to be deductible; 415 
or  416 

 417 
(2) the member or purchaser is informed in writing that such cost may not be 418 
deductible.   419 

 420 
No person shall represent or imply that a contributor will be entitled to an income tax 421 
deduction for his contribution unless a signed opinion of counsel or an Internal Revenue 422 
Service ruling or determination letter holding gifts to such organization to be so 423 
deductible has been obtained. 424 
 425 
(e)   No person shall make any representation that he is soliciting contributions for or on 426 
behalf of a charitable organization or shall use or display any emblem, device or printed 427 
matter belonging to or associated with a charitable organization for the purpose of 428 
soliciting or inducing contributions from the public without first being authorized to do so 429 
by the charitable organization. 430 
 431 
(f)  No professional solicitor shall solicit in the name of or on behalf of any charitable 432 
organization unless such solicitor has: 433 
 434 

1. Written authorization of two officers of such organization, a copy of which shall 435 
be filed with the commissioner of the revenue.  Such written authorization shall 436 
bear the signature of the solicitor and shall expressly state on its face the period 437 
for which it is valid, which shall not exceed one year from the date issued. 438 

 439 
2. Such authorization with him when making solicitations and exhibits the same 440 
on request to persons solicited, or police officers. 441 

 442 
(g)  No charitable organization shall accept any contribution exceeding five dollars ($5) 443 
in cash or tangible property without providing, on request of the donor, a written receipt 444 
acknowledging such contribution on behalf of the organization. 445 
 446 
(h)  No person, and no organization of which such person is an officer, professional 447 
fund-raising counsel or professional solicitor, shall solicit within this locality if: 448 
 449 

1. Such person has been convicted in any jurisdiction of embezzlement, larceny 450 
or other crime involving the obtaining of money or property by false pretenses or 451 
the misapplication of funds impressed with a trust, unless such person has 452 
received a pardon for such offense or the public is informed of such conviction in 453 
a manner approved in writing by the commissioner of the revenue before any 454 
solicitation occurs; or 455 

 456 
2. Such person has ever been enjoined by any court or otherwise prohibited from 457 
soliciting in any jurisdiction, unless the commissioner of the revenue first 458 
determines in writing that such person is entitled to solicit in such jurisdiction at 459 
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the time of soliciting within the city or that the reason for such injunction or 460 
prohibition does not involve moral turpitude. 461 

 462 
(i)  No person shall solicit within this locality for the benefit of any other person located 463 
without the locality, if such other person refuses to supply any information which the 464 
commissioner of the revenue deems necessary to assure himself that the provisions of 465 
this chapter are complied with.  A solicitation shall be deemed to be on behalf of every 466 
person who or which receives, directly or indirectly, more than ten percent of the gross 467 
amount collected. 468 
 469 
(j)  No charitable organization shall allow a professional solicitor to solicit on its behalf if 470 
the professional solicitor has not registered with the Commissioner of the Virginia 471 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services pursuant to § 57-61, Code of 472 
Virginia. 473 
 474 
(k)  No professional solicitor shall solicit in the city on behalf of a charitable organization 475 
if the professional solicitor has not registered with the Commissioner of the Virginia 476 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services pursuant to § 57-61, Code of 477 
Virginia. 478 
 479 
(l)  No charitable organization shall solicit in this locality without being duly licensed or 480 
exempt under this chapter. 481 
 482 
(m)  No person shall employ in any solicitation or collection of contributions for a 483 
charitable purpose any device, scheme or artifice to defraud or obtain money or 484 
property by any misrepresentation or misleading statement. 485 
 486 
(n)  No officer, agent, director or trustee of any charitable organization, professional 487 
fund-raising counsel or professional solicitor shall refuse or fail, after notice, to produce 488 
to the commissioner of the revenue any books and records of such organization. 489 
 490 
(o)  No person shall use or permit the use of the funds raised by a charitable solicitation 491 
for any purpose other than the solicited purpose or, with respect to funds raised by 492 
general appeals, the general purposes of the charitable organization on whose behalf 493 
the solicitation was made. 494 
 495 
(p)  No person shall knowingly and willfully make any false statements in any license 496 
application or statement, report or other disclosure required by this article. 497 
 498 
(q)  No professional solicitor shall solicit in the city on behalf of a charitable organization 499 
unless the charitable organization has submitted the appropriate license application as 500 
required by section 26-51 of this article or is qualified for an exemption under section 501 
26-50 of this article, and the charitable organization has registered with the 502 
Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 503 
pursuant to § 57-49, Code of Virginia, or the charitable organization has been granted 504 
the appropriate exemption by the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of 505 
Agriculture and Consumer Services pursuant to § 57-60, Code of Virginia. 506 
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 507 
(r)  No person shall represent, in any solicitation, that tickets to events will be donated 508 
for use by another unless he complies with the following requirements: 509 
 510 

1. He shall have obtained commitments, in writing, from persons or charitable  511 
organizations stating that they will accept donated tickets and specifying the 512 
number of persons for whom they are willing to accept tickets; 513 

 514 
2. He shall not collect or accept more contributions for donated tickets than the 515 
number of ticket commitments he has received from persons or charitable 516 
organizations; 517 

 518 
3. He shall have printed in advance on each ticket the exact number of persons 519 
to be admitted by the ticket and the dollar price or value of each ticket; 520 

 521 
4. He shall distribute the tickets in a timely fashion to those having given 522 
commitments; and 523 

 524 
5. He shall maintain during the solicitation and for a period of three years 525 
thereafter: (i) records reflecting the name and address of each contributor and 526 
the amount of money and number of tickets donated by each such contributor; 527 
and (ii) the written commitments of each person or charitable organization to 528 
accept tickets and specifying the number of persons on whose behalf tickets 529 
were to be accepted, as required in paragraph 1 of this subsection. 530 

 531 
(s)  No person shall knowingly use or permit the use of funds raised by a solicitation or 532 
by contribution to benefit or provide support, directly or indirectly, in cash or in kind, to 533 
terrorists, terrorist organizations, terrorist activities or to family members of any terrorist.  534 
 535 
Whenever the city attorney shall have reason to believe that any charitable or civic 536 
organization, professional fund-raising counsel or professional solicitor is operating in 537 
violation of the provisions of this article, or has knowingly and wilfully made any false 538 
statement in any registration application or statement, report or other information 539 
required by this article, or that a charitable or civic organization, professional fundraising 540 
counsel or professional solicitor has failed to file a registration statement required by 541 
this article, or that there is employed or is about to be employed, in any solicitation or 542 
collection of contributions for a charitable or civic organization, any device, scheme or 543 
artifice to defraud or to obtain money or property by means of any false pretense, 544 
representation or promise, or that the officers or representatives of any charitable or 545 
civic organization, professional fund-raising counsel or professional solicitor have 546 
refused or failed, after notice, to produce any records of such organization, or that the 547 
funds raised by solicitation activities are not devoted or will not be devoted to the 548 
charitable purposes of the charitable or civic organization, the city attorney may, in 549 
addition to all other actions authorized by law, bring an action against such charitable or 550 
civic organization and its officers and such professional fundraising counsel or 551 
professional solicitor to enjoin such charitable or civic organization or professional fund-552 
raising counsel or professional solicitor from continuing such violation, solicitation or 553 
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collection, or engaging therein, or doing any acts in furtherance thereof, and for such 554 
other relief as the court deems appropriate. 555 
 556 
Sec. 26-58.  Registration of Organizations. Enforcement and penalties.   557 
 558 
(a)  Any person who willfully and knowingly violates or causes to be violated any 559 
provision of this article, or who willfully and knowingly gives false or incorrect 560 
information to the commissioner of the revenue in filing license applications or reports 561 
required by this article, whether such report or license application is verified or not, shall 562 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished for the first 563 
offense by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) and not more than $1,000 564 
or by confinement in jail  for not more than six months, or both, and for the second and 565 
any subsequent offense by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) and not 566 
more than $2,500 or by confinement in jail for not more than one year, or both. 567 
 568 
The following property shall be subject to lawful seizure by any law-enforcement officer 569 
charged with enforcing the provisions of this article: all moneys or other property, real or 570 
personal, together with any interest or profits derived from the investment of such 571 
money and used in substantial connection with an act of terrorism as defined in § 18.2-572 
46.4 Code of Virginia. All seizures and forfeitures under this section shall be governed 573 
by the procedures contained in Chapter 22.1 (§ 19.2-386.1 et seq.) of Title 19.2 Code of 574 
Virginia. 575 
 576 
(b)  Whenever the commissioner of the revenue has reasonable cause to believe that a 577 
violation of this chapter may have occurred, the commissioner of the revenue, upon his 578 
own motion or upon complaint of any person, may investigate any charitable 579 
organization, professional fund-raising counsel or professional solicitor to determine 580 
whether such charitable organization, professional fund-raising counsel or professional 581 
solicitor has violated the provisions of this article or has filed any application or other 582 
information required under this chapter which contains false or misleading statements.  583 
In the conduct of such investigation, the commissioner of the revenue may: 584 
 585 

1. Require or permit any person to file a statement in writing, under oath or 586 
otherwise as the commissioner of the revenue determines, as to all facts and 587 
circumstances concerning the matter to be investigated. 588 

 589 
2. Administer oaths or affirmations and, upon his motion or upon request of any 590 
party, subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance, take evidence, and require 591 
the production of any matter which is relevant to the investigation, including the 592 
existence, description, nature, custody, condition, and location of any books, 593 
documents, or other tangibles and the identity and location of persons having 594 
knowledge of relevant facts or any other matter reasonably calculated to lead to 595 
the discovery of material evidence. 596 

 597 
Any proceedings or hearings by the commissioner of the revenue under this article, 598 
where witnesses are subpoenaed and their attendance is required for evidence to be 599 
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taken or any matter is to be produced to ascertain material evidence, shall take place 600 
within the city.  601 
 602 
Upon failure to obey a subpoena and upon reasonable notice to all persons affected 603 
thereby, the commissioner of the revenue may apply to the Circuit Court of the city for 604 
an order imposing punishment for contempt of the subpoena or compelling compliance. 605 
 606 
(c)  Whenever the City Attorney or the attorney for the Commonwealth  has reason to 607 
believe that any charitable organization, professional fund-raising counsel or 608 
professional solicitor is operating in violation of the provisions of this chapter or is about 609 
to operate in violation of the provisions of this chapter,  in addition to all other actions 610 
authorized by law, the City Attorney, or the attorney for the Commonwealth may bring 611 
an action in the name of the city or the Commonwealth against such charitable 612 
organization and its officers, professional fund-raising counsel or professional solicitor 613 
or their officers, directors or other agents to enjoin the continuation of such violation, 614 
solicitation or collection, or engaging therein, or  the conducting of any acts in 615 
furtherance thereof and for such other relief as the court deems appropriate. 616 
 617 
(d)  In any action brought under subsection (c), the court may also award to the 618 
Commonwealth a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 per violation, to be paid to the 619 
Literary Fund, reasonable expenses incurred by the state or local agency in 620 
investigating and preparing the case, not to exceed $250 per violation, and attorney's 621 
fees.  Such expenses and attorney's fees shall be paid into the general fund of the city 622 
which such attorney represented. 623 
 624 
(a) Every charitable organization, except as otherwise provided herein, which 625 
intends to solicit contributions within the city, or have funds solicited on its behalf, 626 
shall, prior to any solicitation, file an initial registration statement with the city 627 
manager upon forms acceptable to him. Each registration statement shall thereafter 628 
be refiled on or before the first day of the fourth calendar month of the next and 629 
each following fiscal year in which such charitable organization is engaged in 630 
solicitation activities within the city. It shall be the duty of the president, chairman or 631 
principal officer of such charitable organization to file the statements required 632 
herein. Such statements shall contain the following information:  633 

(1) The name of the organization and the purpose for which it was organized.  634 
(2) The principal address of the organization, the address of any offices in the 635 
city and its designated agent for process within the commonwealth. If no such 636 
agent is designated, the organization shall be deemed to have designated the 637 
secretary of the commonwealth. If the organization does not maintain an office, 638 
the statement shall include the name and address of the person having custody 639 
of its financial records.  640 
(3) The names and addresses of any chapters, branches or affiliates in the city.  641 
(4) The place where and the date when the organization was legally 642 
established, the form of the organization, and a reference to any determination 643 
of its tax-exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code.  644 
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(5) The names and addresses of the officers, directors, trustees and the 645 
principal salaried executive staff officer.  646 
(6) A copy of a balance sheet and income statement, with the opinion of an 647 
independent public accountant for the organization's immediate preceding fiscal 648 
year, or a copy of a financial statement certified by an independent public 649 
accountant covering, in a consolidated report, complete information as to all the 650 
preceding year's fund-raising activities of the charitable organization, showing 651 
the kind and amount of funds raised, fund-raising expenses and allocation or 652 
disbursement of funds raised; provided, that no charitable organization which 653 
has registered with the city manager for the current and next preceding three 654 
(3) years, or is exempt from registration for such years under section 26-51, 655 
shall be required to file any financial information. The report required by this 656 
paragraph shall comply with the accounting standards prescribed in section 26-657 
61.  658 
(7) A statement showing the computation of the percentages provided for in 659 
subsection (b) of this section and section 26-63.  660 
(8) A statement indicating whether the organization intends to solicit 661 
contributions from the public directly or have such done on its behalf by others.  662 
(9) A statement indicating whether the organization is authorized by any other 663 
governmental agency within the commonwealth to solicit contributions and 664 
whether it, or any officer, professional fund raiser or professional solicitor 665 
thereof, is or has ever been enjoined by any court or otherwise prohibited from 666 
soliciting contributions in any jurisdiction.  667 
(10) The general purpose or purposes for which the contributions to be solicited 668 
shall be used.  669 
(11) The name or names under which it intends to solicit contributions.  670 
(12) The names of the individuals or officers of the organization who will have 671 
the final responsibility for the custody of the contributions.  672 
(13) The names of the individuals or officers of the organization responsible for 673 
the final distribution of the contributions.  674 
(14) A statement indicating whether the organization, or any officer, 675 
professional solicitor or professional fund raiser thereof, has ever been 676 
convicted of a felony and, if so, a description of the pertinent facts.  677 

(b) Each charitable organization shall, as a part of its registration statement, 678 
compute the percentage which its fund-raising expenses for its preceding fiscal year 679 
bore to its support received directly from the public during such year.  680 
(c) Each chapter, branch or affiliate located in the city, except an independent 681 
member agency of a federated fund-raising organization, shall separately report the 682 
information required by this section or report the information to its parent 683 
organization, which shall then furnish such information as to itself and all local 684 
affiliates, chapters and branches in a consolidated form. All affiliated organizations 685 
included in a consolidated registration statement shall be considered as one 686 
charitable organization for all purposes of this article. If a consolidated registration 687 
statement is filed, all statements thereafter filed shall be upon the same basis 688 
unless permission to change is granted by the city manager.  689 

https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH26PESO_ARTIIICHSO_S26-51EXCEPRAR
https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH26PESO_ARTIIICHSO_S26-61REBEKEOR
https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH26PESO_ARTIIICHSO_S26-61REBEKEOR
https://www.municode.com/library/va/virginia_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH26PESO_ARTIIICHSO_S26-63LICOPRSO
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(d) Each federated fund-raising organization located in the city shall report the 690 
information required by this section in a consolidated form. Any federated fund-691 
raising organization may elect to exclude from its consolidated report information 692 
relating to the separate fund-raising activities of all of its independent member 693 
agencies. No member agency of a federated fund-raising organization shall be 694 
required to report separately any information contained in such a consolidated 695 
report; provided, however, that any separate solicitation campaign conducted by, or 696 
on behalf of, any such member agency in the city shall nevertheless be subject to all 697 
other provisions of this chapter.  698 
(e) The registration forms shall be verified under oath or affirmation by an 699 
authorized officer of the charitable organization.  700 
(f) Every charitable organization which submits an independent registration to the 701 
city manager shall pay an annual registration fee of ten dollars ($10.00). A parent 702 
organization filing on behalf of one or more chapters, branches or affiliates or a 703 
federated fund-raising organization filing on behalf of its member agencies shall pay 704 
a single annual registration fee for itself and such chapters, branches, affiliates or 705 
member agencies included in the registration statement. All fees paid hereunder 706 
shall be credited to the office of the city manager for reimbursement of 707 
administrative expenses.  708 
 709 
Sec. 26-59.  Reports by organizations with no local office and which solicit solely 710 
by telephone, mail, etc.  Article does not authorize unlawful acts or omissions or 711 
decrease liability imposed by law. 712 
 713 
Nothing contained in this article shall be construed as making lawful any act or omission 714 
which is now unlawful, or as decreasing the liability, civil or criminal, of any person 715 
imposed by existing laws. 716 
 717 
Any charitable organization, having no office or place of business within the city and 718 
soliciting in the city from without the city solely by telephone or telegraph, direct mail or 719 
advertising in local or national media, and any professional fund-raising counsel or 720 
professional solicitor engaged by such an organization, shall file with the city manager 721 
any report which would otherwise be required of it; provided, such charitable 722 
organization maintains an office or place of business within the commonwealth. 723 
 724 
Sec. 26-60.  Publication of warnings as to unregistered organizations. Appeals 725 
from orders under article. 726 
 727 
Any person aggrieved by any final order of the commissioner of the revenue under this 728 
article, denying such person any right to which he is entitled under law, may, within 729 
fifteen (15) days from the date of such order, apply for relief to the circuit court of the 730 
city. Either party may appeal any final order of such court in the same manner as 731 
provided by law in cases other than cases of appeals of right. 732 
 733 

If the city manager shall determine that any charitable or civic organization, not 734 
registered with his office and not exempt from registration, irrespective of whether 735 
such organization is subject to the jurisdiction of the city, is soliciting in the city, 736 
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directly or indirectly, by any means, including without limitation, by telephone or 737 
telegraph, by direct mail or by advertising in national media, he may, after ten (10) 738 
days' written notice to the charitable or civic organization, cause to be printed, in one 739 
or more newspapers published or distributed in the city, a notice in substantially the 740 
following form:  741 
"WARNING—UNREGISTERED  742 
CHARITABLE SOLICITATION  743 

The organization named below has solicited contributions from area residents for 744 
allegedly charitable purposes. It has not registered with or been granted the 745 
appropriate exempt status by the city manager of Virginia Beach as required by 746 
law. Contributors are cautioned that their contributions to such organization may 747 
be used for noncharitable purposes."  748 

A copy of such warning shall immediately thereupon be forwarded to the administrator 749 
of consumer affairs for the commonwealth.  750 
 751 
Sec. 26-61. - Records to be kept by organizations. 752 

Every charitable organization shall keep true fiscal records for all fiscal years in 753 
accordance with the standards set out in section 57-53 of the Code of Virginia. Such 754 
records shall be retained for a period of at least three (3) years after the end of the 755 
period to which they relate.  756 

 757 
Sec. 26-62. - Contracts between organizations and fund-raising counsel and 758 
professional solicitors. 759 
(a)  760 
Every contract or agreement between a professional fund-raising counsel and a 761 
charitable or civic organization must be in writing and shall be filed with the city 762 
manager within ten (10) days after such contract or written agreement is entered into.  763 
(b)  764 
Every contract, or a written statement of the nature of the arrangement to prevail in the 765 
absence of a contract, between a professional solicitor and a charitable or civic 766 
organization shall be filed with the city manager within ten (10) days after such 767 
contract is entered into or such arrangement is agreed to.  768 
(c)  769 
All agreements and arrangements between a professional fund-raising counsel and a 770 
charitable or civic organization must be reduced to writing before executed or acted 771 
upon.  772 
 773 
Sec. 26-63. - Limitation on compensation of professional solicitors. 774 
(a)  775 
No charitable organization shall pay or agree to pay to a professional solicitor or his 776 
agents, servants or employees in the aggregate, including reimbursement for 777 
expenses incurred, a total amount in excess of fifteen (15) percent of the gross 778 
amount collected by it as a result of his or their solicitation activities or campaigns; nor 779 
shall any charitable organization pay or agree to pay to all professional solicitors 780 
retained by it and their agents, servants and employees in the aggregate a total 781 
amount in excess of ten (10) percent of its support received directly from the public in 782 
the year in which such services are performed.  783 
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(b)  784 
For purposes of this section, the payments to the professional solicitor shall not 785 
include the purchase price to the charitable organization of any tangible personal 786 
property, services or entertainment, whether supplied in kind or represented by a 787 
ticket or subscription, which are resold by the organization as a part of its fund raising 788 
activities; but the amount so expended by the organization shall be deducted from the 789 
gross amount collected by it, or the organization's support received directly from the 790 
public, before the computation of the percentage limitation. For the purposes of this 791 
subsection, if the professional solicitor and the charitable organization have no 792 
agreement as to the purchase price, such purchase price shall be deemed to be the 793 
fair market value of such property, services or entertainment supplied.  794 

 795 
Sec. 26-64. - Statements, reports, contracts, etc., filed under article constitute 796 
public records; charge for copies thereof. 797 

Registration statements, reports, professional fund-raising counsel contracts or 798 
professional solicitor contracts and all other documents and information required to be 799 
filed under this article shall become public records in the office of the city manager, 800 
and shall be open to the general public for inspection at such time and under such 801 
conditions as the city manager may prescribe. A charge, not exceeding one dollar 802 
($1.00) per page, may be made for any copy of such documents and information as 803 
may be furnished any person by the city manager.  804 

 805 
Sec. 26-65. - False or misleading information in statements or reports required by 806 
article. 807 

It shall be unlawful for any person to wilfully and knowingly give any false, 808 
incorrect or misleading information to the city manager in filing statements or reports 809 
required by this article, whether such report or statement is verified or not.  810 

 811 
Sec. 26-66. - Receipts required for certain contributions. 812 

No charitable organization shall accept any contribution exceeding five dollars 813 
($5.00) in cash or tangible property, without providing, on request of the donor, a 814 
written receipt acknowledging such contribution and personally signed by the person 815 
accepting such contribution.  816 

 817 
Sec. 26-67. - Soliciting without authority from organization. 818 
(a) No person shall make any representation that he is soliciting contributions for or 819 
on behalf of a charitable organization or shall use or display any emblem, device or 820 
printed matter belonging to or associated with a charitable organization, for the 821 
purpose of soliciting or inducing contributions from the public, without first being 822 
authorized to do so by the charitable organization.  823 
(b) No professional solicitor shall solicit in the name of or on behalf of any charitable 824 
organization, unless such solicitor has written authorization of two (2) officers of 825 
such organization, a copy of which shall be filed with the city manager. Such written 826 
authorization shall bear the signature of the solicitor, and shall expressly state on its 827 
face the period for which it is valid, which shall not exceed one year from the date 828 
issued. Such authorization shall be carried by such solicitor, when making 829 
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solicitations and shall be exhibited, on request, to persons solicited, police officers 830 
or agents of the city manager.  831 

 832 
Sec. 26-68. - Soliciting by certain persons prohibited. 833 

No person, and no organization of which such person is an officer, professional 834 
fundraising counsel or professional solicitor, shall solicit within the city, if:  835 
(1) Such person has been convicted, in any jurisdiction, of embezzlement, larceny 836 

or other crime involving the obtaining of money or property by false pretenses or 837 
the misapplication of funds impressed with a trust, unless such person has 838 
received a pardon for such offense or the public is informed of such conviction in 839 
a manner approved in writing by the city manager before any solicitation occurs; 840 
or  841 

(2) Such person has ever been enjoined by any court or otherwise prohibited from 842 
soliciting in any jurisdiction, unless the city manager shall first determine in 843 
writing that such person is entitled to solicit in such jurisdiction at the time of 844 
soliciting within the city, or that the reason for such injunction or prohibition does 845 
not involve moral turpitude.  846 

 847 
Sec. 26-69. - Soliciting for benefit of nonresident who fails to supply information 848 
to city manager. 849 

No person shall solicit within the city for the benefit of any other person located 850 
without the city, if such other person refuses to supply any information with the city 851 
manager deems necessary to assure himself that the provisions of this article are 852 
complied with. A solicitation shall be deemed to be on behalf of every person who 853 
receives, directly or indirectly, more than ten (10) percent of the gross amount 854 
collected.  855 

 856 
Sec. 26-70. - Misleading solicitations generally. 857 
(a) No charitable organization shall use or exploit the fact of registration under this 858 
chapter so as to lead the public to believe that such registration in any manner 859 
constitutes an endorsement or approval by the city. The use of the following 860 
statement shall not be deemed a prohibited exploitation: "Registered with the city 861 
manager as required by law. Registration does not imply endorsement of a public 862 
solicitation for contributions."  863 
(b) No person shall, in connection with the solicitation of contributions or sale of 864 
tangible personal property or services, represent or lead anyone, by any manner, 865 
means, practice or device whatsoever, to believe that the person on whose behalf 866 
such solicitation or sale is being conducted is a bona fide charitable organization or 867 
that the proceeds of such solicitation or sale will be used for charitable purposes, if 868 
he has reason to believe such not to be the fact.  869 
 870 
Sec. 26-71. - Misrepresentations as to sponsors, endorsers, etc. 871 
(a) No person shall, in connection with the solicitation of contributions or the sale of 872 
tangible personal property or services for charitable purposes, represent or lead 873 
anyone, by any manner, means, practice or device whatsoever, to believe that any 874 
other person sponsors or endorses such solicitation of contributions, sale of tangible 875 
personal property or services for charitable purposes or approves of such charitable 876 
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purposes or a charitable organization connected therewith, when such other person 877 
has not given written consent to the use of his name for these purposes.  878 
(b) Any member of the board of directors or trustees of a charitable organization, or 879 
any other person who has agreed to either serve or to participate in any voluntary 880 
capacity in the campaign, shall be deemed thereby to have given his consent to the 881 
use of his name in such campaign.  882 
(c) Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the publication of names of 883 
contributors, without their written consent, in an annual or other periodic report 884 
issued by a charitable organization for the purpose of reporting on its operations 885 
and affairs to its membership or for the purpose of reporting contributions to 886 
contributors.  887 

 888 
Sec. 26-72. - Misrepresentations as to income tax deductions. 889 

No person shall denominate any membership fee or purchase price of goods or 890 
services sold as a contribution or as a donation or in any other manner represent or 891 
imply that the member or the purchaser of such goods or services will be entitled to an 892 
income tax deduction for his cost or any portion thereof, unless:  893 
(1) there shall have been first obtained a signed opinion of counsel or an internal 894 

revenue service ruling or determination letter holding such cost to be deductible; 895 
or  896 

(2) the member or purchaser is informed, in writing, that such cost may not be 897 
deductible; nor shall any charitable organization, other than an organization 898 
exempt under section 26-51(a)(3), present or imply that a contributor thereto will 899 
be entitled to an income tax deduction for his contribution, unless there shall 900 
have been first obtained a signed opinion of counsel or an internal revenue 901 
service ruling or determination letter holding gifts to such organization to be so 902 
deductible.  903 

 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia, on this 7th day 
of February, 2017. 
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