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Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable 
Meeting Notes – February 16, 2018 
Courthouse Annex, Building 20-A 

As Corrected March 9, 2018 
 

Present: 
Co-Chairs – Sharon Felton; Jimmy Wood 
Members – Michael Berlucchi; Amelia Ross-Hammond; Kenneth Harris; Edna Hendrix; Michael 
Hucles; Rajeeb Islam; Stephen Mansfield; Charles Wilson; Israel Zoberman 
City Staff – Mark Reed; Jonathan Sanders; Carolyn Smith 
Historic Preservation Commission – Jennifer Estes, Bill Gambrell 
 
Sharon Felton asked for a moment of silence. 
 
Ms. Felton welcomed everyone in attendance and said that the PACCSR had a good productive 
meeting when we met on January 19.  She said she had reported that at the Historic Preservation 
Commission’s meeting and they seemed pleased. 
 
Jimmy Wood also welcomed everyone and noted the good first meeting for the group. 
 
Mark Reed introduced Jonathan Sanders, a Planner in the Planning Department.  He said that 
Jonathan would be taking notes on the flip chart to capture the group’s thoughts.  He also noted 
that Carolyn Smith had attended the January meeting and would likely be joining us later.  Ms. 
Smith is the Planning Administrator. 
 
Mr. Reed also introduced Jennifer Estes, a member of the Historic Preservation Commission in 
attendance. 
 
Mr. Reed reviewed the notes from the January 16 meeting.  He asked if there were any 
corrections, changes or additions.  Changes were requested by Michael Hucles, Michael 
Berlucchi and Sharon Felton. Mr. Reed said he would make the changes. 
 
Jimmy Wood informed the group that HB 1097 and HB 1098 in the 2018 General Assembly, 
which would have allowed localities to move monuments/memorials to a museum, both died in 
committee. So, the laws that are currently on the books are what we have to work with.  
 
Jimmy Wood noted that four committee members had submitted ideas and said we would start 
with those to kick off the discussion.  Mark Reed confirmed that number. 
 
Sharon Felton asked Edna Hendrix if she would get us started.  Ms. Hendrix noted that she had 
submitted photos of the Princess Anne County memorial and the Norfolk African-American 
monument.  She also submitted photos of sample interpretive panel signs that would provide 
additional information about the monuments and the people that are honoring. She said that the 
panels could list the names of the soldiers that both monuments represent.   
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Ms. Hendrix noted that she also submitted an idea for a monument to honor Miles James.  He 
was from Princess Anne County and had earned the Medal of Honor.  Ms. Hendrix said she had 
also submitted something on Willis Hodges that she does not see in the materials that staff 
prepared. 
 
Stephen Mansfield said that the Courthouse lawn is an extension of the Courthouse and could 
provide a location for activities that focus on leadership.  He also noted that a statue that 
represents African-American leadership would be appropriate and could be done with a 
combination of public and private monies. 
 
Kenneth Harris said that he thought a monument or plaque to the members of the USCT (United 
States Colored Troops) from Princess Anne County would be appropriate.  He said that there 
could also be a plaque with the names of slaves in Princess Anne County. 
 
Charles Wilson noted that he had submitted the third bulleted item.  Mr. Reed corrected his 
earlier statement and said that five members had submitted ideas. Dr. Wilson’s idea was for a 
sculpture that would better contextualize the racial history of Princess Anne County, either in the 
19th century or the early 20th century. 
 
Amelia Ross-Hammond said she thought that an unknown soldier monument to African 
Americans could help us to address the raw emotions that the existing monument has raised. 
 
Michael Hucles said that he had not submitted any ideas because he was debating between ideas 
that are thematic and those that are chronological.  He asked if we are focusing on the Civil War. 
He noted that there is also the question of cost.  What is the most effective way to tell the story?  
He asked what the story is.  He said he would like to tell the broader story but it may be 
chronologically too much for the audience. 
 
Israel Zoberman said the story at the heart is slavery.  It is more than just a man on a pedestal.  
Human beings were sold here.  He said this is hallowed ground in his mind.  He suggested that a 
sculpture of a family showing the pain of being a slave could be appropriate. He said we need to 
tell the story of humanity.  We can turn the complex into an educational enterprise.  He said 
people who drive by don’t even know about the soldier. 
 
Rabbi Zoberman said that inhuman acts were performed here.  He noted that death camps in 
Europe are now museums.  He said that African-Americans have an emotional stake in this that 
he does not have. 
 
Rajeeb Islam said he took a different tactic and talked to Antifa folks.  He asked them about 
placing a Union statue or putting the Confederate statue in context.  He said we need to correct 
this with a stopgap fix and then later we can make this area a museum. He noted that everyone he 
talked to was good with that. 
 
Mr. Islam said we have given the statue more credence in the last 7 months than we have 
previously.  We have an opportunity to address the need to make Virginia Beach a more 
inclusive and diverse city.  He said we should have a short, medium and long range plan. 
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Jimmy Wood noted that we are planning on a short schedule for the FY19 budget.  He said a 
short, medium and long range plan is how we need to map this out.  We need to identify what is 
our immediate goal and then we can get to what the breadth of the focus will be. 
 
Dr. Hucles asked if this is supposed to be about Princess Anne County.  He noted that there is a 
burial mound for Native Americans at First Landing State Park.  He asked if we are looking at 
the history of Princess Anne County or a more thematic approach. 
 
Jimmy Wood noted that we have a fairly large open area in the vicinity of the monument to work 
with. He said he wanted to hear the thoughts from the committee’s African-American members. 
 
Mr. Islam asked if there was information about the breakdown of enslaved people here.  He 
asked if we know where they came from. 
 
Rabbi Zobberman noted that we can do a plaque immediately. 
 
Ms. Hendrix said there is nothing in Virginia Beach that depicts the history of African 
Americans in the Civil War.  She said there is a marker at Seashore Park that notes the CCC 
(Civilian Conservation Corps) workers.  She said there is also a marker at Fort Story that has a 
line about blacks in the Civil War.  Other than that there is nothing. Ms. Hendrix noted that 
Willis Augustus Hodges was the first elected African-American official after the Civil War and 
there is nothing that represents him. 
 
Dr. Ross-Hammond said she likes to look at both sides of history. She said many African 
Americans were not allowed to bear arms.  She noted that many did not come directly from 
Africa; they came from the West Indies. 
 
Dr. Ross-Hammond said that sometimes the story has not come out. It was not always heroic.  
She said once you look at context you can have a plaque or statue. She noted that there are many 
different shades – some of them were indentured servants and some blacks owned slaves. 
 
Mr. Islam said that not everything in Virginia Beach history is hunky dory.  He said we need to 
show the good, the bad and the ugly. 
 
Michael Berlucchi said that anything we construct as a city and community will reflect our 
contemporary thoughts in 2018.  We might make a mistake of just telling the story of Princess 
Anne County in the Civil War. He said we should expand beyond that to tell the larger Virginia 
Beach story. 
 
Mr. Islam asked if we can add more information to the statue. There was some discussion about 
interpretive sign panels, such as Ms. Hendrix had recommended.  Mr. Reed noted that anything 
like signs and statues being erected within the Historic and Cultural District would require an 
approval process. 
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Ms. Hendrix said there is a lot needed for African-American history. She said this is a starting 
point.  There could be other places that would also be appropriate.  She said we need the African-
American statue to represent the whole story. In that way we can see the story from both sides.  
She said we can list the names of those that served on both sides.  She has been trying to get Fort 
Story to recognize Willis Augustus Hodges as a lighthouse keeper. 
 
Mr. Harris said we should tell the story of the Civil War.  We can tell the story of the rest of 
Virginia Beach history, as well, but everything doesn’t have to be right here. 
 
Mr. Islam noted the efforts in the city to plan out to 2040.  He said we could still be adding to it 
at this time. He noted that there are a lot of areas we need to beef up on our history. 
 
Dr. Mansfield said a simple first step could be to recognize the statue being built in 1905 and 
then why a second statue was erected in 2018.  The 1905 monument was not a Civil War era 
statue. 
 
Dr. Hucles said we need to work up an app about the city and it could be a walking and driving 
tour.  Mr. Wood said that type of thing is already in place. He noted the Clio app that the Student 
Leaders Committee of the Historic Preservation Commission is working in.   
 
Mr. Wood asked if he could take a straw poll on the short term solution being a focus on the 
Civil War. 
 
Mr. Berlucchi said that Mr. Harris is right; we can’t do it all here.  He said we are fortunate to 
have Dr. Ross-Hammond here working on the African American Cultural Center.  We don’t 
want to do anything that that will interfere with that effort. He noted that we are not here because 
there was a public outcry on the Civil War; we are here because of the events of Charlottesville 
and the presence of a Confederate monument in Virginia Beach. 
 
Dr. Wilson said the county and the south in particular are very strange animals.  We can’t get 
away from the Civil War. It revisits and revisits and revisits us. He said he was excited when he 
read Ms. Hendrix’s proposal.  He thought it represented a solution.  Dr. Wilson said we will 
never get away from the Civil War. That is what we are dealing with. 
 
Ms. Felton said that Mr. Berlucchi is right, the conversation started because of the statue. She 
noted that we are architects of something and we need to hit a lot of thoughts and themes. Ms. 
Felton said that putting the group together was purposeful to have the benefit of everyone’s 
viewpoints.  She noted that she liked what Ms. Hendrix had said about starting to tell the story. 
We need to get a theme going and don’t need organized chaos. 
 
Ms. Felton said that the statue cannot be moved so we need to put something there that will make 
eyes pop and people talk.  We want it to be a teachable moment.  She asked if we could home in 
on a theme. 
 
Mr. Islam said that we need to hit the micro item that we have. 
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Ms. Felton asked if just putting a statue of Miles James out there would be enough. 
 
Ms. Hendrix responded “yes and no.”  She said it is yes because it would bring some balance.  
She said we could also do more chronologically, but there needs to be a monument to African 
Americans. 
 
Mr. Berlucchi said that it may be too narrow in thinking of just plaques and signs. He said that 
maybe we need to think in terms of the landscaping and developing a place for reflection.  Dr. 
Ross-Hammond mentioned fountains. 
 
Mr. Harris said that at Gettysburg there are monuments dedicated to troops on all sides. 
 
Mr. Islam said we need to plan for events to come and be outlining possibilities to come.  We 
should make sure what we create is not a reactive measure.  Everything we are doing is reactive 
to Charlottesville.  Mr. Islam also noted that he had just opened the Clio app and said that 
something like this is an opportunity. 
 
Dr. Hucles said we need to capture Rabbi Zoberman’s passion.  The Civil War was fought to 
preserve or get rid of an institution. 
 
Ms. Felton said she remembers seeing a sculpture of the Tree of Life and it is built from the 
bottom up with African families. 
 
Mr. Wood said he liked what Dr. Mansfield had said about telling why we are doing this in 2018. 
 
Rabbi Zoberman said he likes the idea of a sculpture with the family. He said to add the white 
family to the black family. 
 
Dr. Ross-Hammond said that it should be representative and not to a specific person. 
 
Dr. Mansfield asked if there was any currency in the idea of a more contemporary statue that is 
added to balance the existing statue. 
 
Ms. Hendrix said that if we don’t put a monument to African-American Civil War soldiers and 
you have a monument to Confederate soldiers overlooking it then there will be a problem. 
 
Mr. Islam said he agrees that we need to have something that is seen as equal. 
 
Mr. Wood informally asked if the committee agreed there should be a statue to African 
American soldiers.  Most members present seemed to agree. 
 
Mr. Wood asked if there should be a plaque acknowledging that slaves had been sold at the 
Courthouse.  Every member present seemed to agree. 
 
Mr. Islam said that we need to reach out to the community.  Mr. Wood said that we will ask for 
public input before the roundtable group makes a recommendation to the Commission. 
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Dr. Ross-Hammond had left the meeting. She returned and said that as she was leaving, Jennifer 
Estes talked with her and suggested a monument with four sides that could represent family on 
one side; Willis Augustus Hodges on a second side; Civil War soldiers on a third side ; and, 
African-American achievements on the fourth side. 
 
Mr. Berlucchi said he sees some merit in the monument and not a statue.  He said he thought it 
could still provide the balance. He said people are not angry because they want to see more 
African-American soldiers from the Civil War honored.  They want to honor more of their 
history. 
 
Ms. Hendrix said that she still thinks that it needs to be a soldier. She said there is a monument 
like that in Portsmouth that has the four sides, but it doesn’t give it justice. 
 
Mr. Wood said he agrees that the monument idea mixes messages.  He said we can do statues 
and have other information elsewhere. 
 
Ms. Felton said there was a lot of outpouring at the September 6 meeting.  As we are adding 
things to make a balance we will get Confederate daughters and sons wanting to know where 
their balance is.  She said we don’t want to solve one problem and create another problem. 
 
Mr. Wood took a quick vote: Monument – 2; Statue – 4; some members did not vote. 
 
Mr. Islam said that he does not want a band aid. 
 
Mark Reed said he would review the discussion and would put together something to survey the 
thoughts of the PACCSR to help us move forward for the next meeting.  He will send out a 
Doodle poll to get availability of the members for potential meeting dates. 
 
Dr. Mansfield noted that the Historical Society will host a meeting in this room (Building 20-A, 
Courthouse Annex) on Sunday, March 11 at 2:30 p.m. The speaker will focus on African-
American women in Princess Anne County in the two decades leading up to women’s suffrage. 
 
The meeting adjourned. 
 
 


