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Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable 
Meeting Notes – January 19, 2018 

City Hall, City Manager’s Conference Room, Room 234 
As Corrected February 16, 2018 

 
Present: 
Co-Chairs – Sharon Felton; Jimmy Wood 
Members – Michael Berlucchi; Amelia Ross-Hammond; Kenneth Harris; Edna Hendrix; Michael 
Hucles; Rajeeb Islam; Stephen Mansfield; Eugene Ward; D.L. Williams; Charles Wilson; Israel 
Zoberman 
City Council – Rosemary Wilson 
City Staff – Mark Reed; Jonathan Sanders; Carolyn Smith 
Media – John Doucette (Princess Anne Independent News) 
 
Jimmy Wood and Sharon Felton welcomed the members to the meeting and thanked them for 
committing to the work of the roundtable.  Mr. Wood said that they had worked on getting a 
broad cross section of the community involved. He then suggested that we go around the table 
and each member could introduce themselves. 
 
Amelia Ross-Hammond noted that she is a former Virginia Beach City Councilperson and 
professor at Norfolk State University.  She is Founder and Executive Director of the African 
American Cultural Center Project Management in Virginia Beach.  Dr. Ross-Hammond noted 
that she is from West Africa. 
 
Eugene Ward is Executive Director of the Church of God in Christ in Chesapeake.  He is also an 
IT person and engineer.  Dr. Ward said he has been a resident of Virginia Beach since 2000. 
 
Edna Hendrix said she was born in Princess Anne County and is a local African-American 
historian. 
 
Charles Wilson noted that he has been a resident of Virginia Beach for 27 years and has been 
employed on the faculty and administration at Old Dominion University for that long. 
 
Stephen Mansfield said that he has been in Virginia Beach and with Virginia Wesleyan 
University for 50 years.  He also noted that he is on the board of the Princess Anne 
County/Virginia Beach Historical Society. 
 
Kenneth Harris said he was born in Princess Anne County and is a lifelong resident of P.A. 
County and Virginia Beach. He noted that he authored a book on the participation of Princess 
Anne County residents in the Civil War. 
 
Michael Hucles noted that he teaches history at Old Dominion University. 
 
Michael Berlucchi said he is a life-long resident of Virginia Beach.  He noted that he works for 
the Chrysler Museum of Art as Community Engagement Manager, is a member of the Virginia 
Beach Human Rights Commission and serves on the Hampton Roads Pride Board of Directors.  
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Rajeeb Islam noted that he is chairman of the Virginia Beach Human Rights Commission. He 
said that professionally he is a captain for Virginia Beach Emergency Medical Services. 
 
Israel Zoberman said he has lived in Virginia Beach since 1985.  He was born in Kazakhstan, 
which was part of the USSR. He came to Chicago in 1966.  Rabbi Zoberman said he is the 
founding rabbi of Congregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach and is Honorary Sr. Rabbi 
Scholar at Eastern Shore Chapel. 
 
Rosemary Wilson noted that she is the City Council liaison to the Historic Preservation 
Commission.  She said they work hard and are doing special things.  She also noted that there are 
student members of the commission and they are actively working to involve young people in 
preserving Virginia Beach’s history. 
 
Jimmy Wood asked Mark Reed to tell the roundtables members about himself and to tell them 
about the Historic Preservation Commission. Mr. Reed noted that he had lived in Virginia Beach 
since 1989 and had worked for the City for nearly all of that time. He said he administered to 
historic house museums and had the honor of helping to open the Princess Anne County Training 
School/Union Kempsville High School Museum.  He said he is now the Historic Preservation 
Planner and provides staff support for the Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
Mr. Reed noted that the Historic Preservation Commission was created by City Council in 2008 
and is an appointed body with 15 members and 2 student members.  The Commission advises 
Council all issues related to historic preservation and they work to raise awareness about the 
City’s history and historic resources through a program of advocacy and community 
involvement. He said they are doing some great things in the area of recognition, having recently 
been involved in getting the Oceana neighborhood listed as a Historic District on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  He said they have also initiated a successful research grant program 
to help encourage local historians to dig deeper into our relatively rich, yet unknown, history.  
They have funded several historical highway markers, as well as research papers that have 
included a study on African-American communities that developed here after the Civil War that 
Edna Hendrix and Dr. Joanne Lucas completed.  Another research paper was on the segregated 
Seaview Beach and Amusement Park that was located on the Chesapeake Bay. 
 
Sharon Felton said that she is a member of the Historic Preservation Commission.  She noted 
that she is a graduate of Old Dominion University and works in the ODU library. Ms. Felton also 
said she is a member of the Parks and Recreation Commission and is an elected member of the 
Virginia Beach School Board. 
 
Ms. Felton then read the goal for the Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable: 
 

The Council and Mayor Sessoms have asked the Historic 
Preservation Commission to consider the issues related to the 
Princess Anne County Confederate Heroes monument that is 
located near the old courthouse at the Municipal Center and 
provide them with a recommendation. Commission chair Bill 
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Gambrell has asked Sharon Felton and Jimmy Wood to form a 
subcommittee with a diverse membership to review the public 
input and other information to assist the Commission in 
formulating the recommendation for Council. 
 
Toward that end we are convening the Princess Anne County 
Confederate Statue Roundtable (PACCSR). The purpose of the 
PACCSR will be to develop a recommendation for the Historic 
Preservation Commission’s consideration. We are hopeful that 
through mutual respect and understanding, reasonable discussion, 
thoughtful deliberation, and additional public engagement, we can 
find a way to bridge the differences that have come forward with 
this issue. 
 
The final product from the PACCSR will be a recommendation to 
the Historic Preservation Commission on the Confederate 
monument and the best way forward for our city and its history. 
The Commission may receive this recommendation and forward it 
to the City Council or it may make some modifications before 
providing a recommendation to Council. 
 
Thank you for participating on the PACCSR to assist us in 
developing the recommendation for the Commission’s 
consideration. Your involvement will be valuable to the 
subcommittee and to the city. 

 
Jimmy Wood noted that the Virginia Beach City Attorney has determined that the State Code of 
Virginia does not allow the City of Virginia Beach to move the Princess Anne County 
Confederate statue.  It bans removing statues honoring veterans that were erected prior to 1997. 
This applies to counties and not cities, but, since we were Princess Anne County when the statue 
was erected, the City Attorney’s opinion is that it cannot me removed.   
 
Mr. Wood also noted that there are two bills that have been introduced in the 2018 session of the 
Virginia General Assembly that would allow statues to be moved.  One addresses statues erected 
prior to 1900 and one is for those erected after 1900.  Both have limitations of the statues only 
being moved to museums and one has a distance limitation, as well.  
 
Mark Reed provided a brief historical background on the courthouse and monument.  He noted 
the Princess Anne County Courthouse was completed in 1822 and it was the central location for 
the county’s civil and judicial activities.  There is a county clerk’s building near the courthouse 
that was built in 1896 and then was added onto several times in the next decades.  The 
Confederate monument was approved by the General Assembly in 1903, the cornerstone was 
laid in 1904 and the monument was dedicated in November of 1905.  It was sponsored by several 
heritage organizations that had recently formed, include the Princess Anne Camp of Confederate 
Veterans; the Princess Anne Chapter Daughters of the Confederacy, and the Princess Anne Sons 
of Confederate Veterans. 
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Mr. Reed noted that many of the older buildings, such as the courthouse, the nearby Whitehurst 
Buffington House and the Courthouse Elementary School building had been looked at for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places as individual properties, but they had been altered too 
much to qualify.  The monument also didn’t qualify, since objects, such as statues, must really 
have something special about them to be listed.  With that in mind, the Historic Preservation 
Commission sought to have the courthouse area listed as a historic district.  State staff 
recommended waiting until 2016 and including more of the Municipal Center planned 
governmental complex.  The Courthouse Village and Municipal Center Historic District was 
listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register in September of 2016 and its listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places is pending at this time. The Confederate monument is considered a 
contributing resource to the historic district. 
 
The Municipal Center is designated as a local Historic and Cultural District, which is a protective 
zoning overlay. Within this zoning designation the Confederate statue is considered a structure 
since it has a base and is fixed in place.  Removing a structure from a Historic and Cultural 
District requires a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) from the Historical Review Board. 
 
Jimmy Wood suggested that we have a general discussion about our initial perspectives and 
thoughts on the statue. 
 
Dr. Wilson referred to the public comments from September 6 and asked what the public 
expectation was from having made these comments.  Mr. Wood noted that, after the incidents in 
Charlottesville on August 12, the Virginia Beach City Council asked the Historic Preservation 
Commission to provide them with a recommendation about the statue in Virginia Beach.  The 
Commission held a public forum at their September 6 general meeting to receive public 
comment.  Mr. Wood said that it was one of the best examples of a public meeting held on this 
topic as it was reasonably civil, even though some speakers may have said some provocative 
things. 
 
Rabbi Zoberman said that it strikes him that people were not aware of the statue here prior to 
then. It has become a symbol that polarizes.  We need to identify stakeholders and see where 
they are coming from. He said his perspective is as the son of survivors.  The Jewish identity has 
been formed by the holocaust.  It is difficult to avoid the hard feelings that the statue represents.  
If we can present in some way what slavery was all about.  He said the African-American 
community is calling for more information on this. This goes back in Judeo-Christian history. 
We need something visible as testimony to crimes that were committed. 
 
Mr. Wood noted that we know that slave auctions took place on the site. 
 
Mr. Islam said that neutrality is what we need to focus on.  He noted that, as a paramedic, he has 
encountered patients with swastikas tattooed on them.  He does not treat them any less or 
different because of that.  He said we need to look at history, but also look at the times we are in 
now. 
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Mr. Islam asked how the Princess Anne County Courthouse building is currently used.  Mr. Reed 
said it is used for city offices.  He noted that Public Utilities occupies the second floor and 
Emergency Management Services occupies the first floor. 
 
Mr. Reed noted that the city has recently completed a Historic Structure Report for the building, 
which is a survey of the building’s physical history, changes that have taken place over time and 
the current condition of the building. He noted the recent mold problems in the building and that 
the city had done both mold mitigation and asbestos removal as part of recent renovations. 
 
Dr. Hucles noted that he teaches a course in African-American history and African American 
genealogy. He said we should not lose sight of the historical context when the monument was 
erected.  The new Virginia constitution was adopted in 1902 and it effectively disenfranchised 
the majority of the African-American population.  The black community had no voice.  He said 
he has no interest in seeing the monument destroyed.  Dr. Hucles said we should look at it in the 
context of slavery and post-Civil War Jim Crow.  It is a story that can be told without polarizing 
the community. 
 
Ms. Felton noted that everyone wants to be validated and heard.  At this time we are simply not 
talking about all of the history that needs telling. 
 
Ms. Hendrix told of her experience in 1990 when she started doing local African American 
research.  She said she used Dr. Mansfield’s book and went to various sites to find out about 
African American history.  She literally fell to her knees and cried when she visited the 
Confederate monument because seeing it brought back everything she had heard.  Ms. Hendrix 
said the one thing that stood out was that the monument represents history. 
 
Pastor D.L. Williams had recently arrived and he apologized for his tardiness due to another 
meeting commitment.  He said he is looking forward to the opportunity to educate himself. 
 
Mr. Berlucchi said that he had spoken to the President of the Virginia Association of Museums.  
He was told that no one has bothered to ask the museums if they even want the statues. He said 
he would like to get a pulse check on this.  It is his opinion that something has to change, 
although he would not be an advocate for removing monuments.  Mr. Berlucchi said he thought 
more must be added.  He asked if there are any examples where adding additional context has 
been done successfully. 
 
Dr. Ross-Hammond said she is recently from West Africa.  She said she did a presentation on 
Columbus and the rest of us.  There is “his story, her story and our story.” She said she was part 
of the sculpture ceremony at Capital Square that Tim Kaine did.  A balance of stories is needed. 
 
(Editor’s note: I believe Dr. Ross-Hammond is referencing the “It Seemed Like Reaching for the 
Moon” sculpture.  https://rotj.wordpress.com/2010/01/19/virginia-civil-rights-memorial-at-
capitol-square/) 
 
 
 

https://rotj.wordpress.com/2010/01/19/virginia-civil-rights-memorial-at-capitol-square/
https://rotj.wordpress.com/2010/01/19/virginia-civil-rights-memorial-at-capitol-square/


6 
 

Mr. Harris said that most of the men that the monument represents did not own slaves.  He read a 
wartime letter from a local soldier, a Mr. Willoughby (?), that explained his encounter with a 
Union soldier.  The Union soldier asked why they fought so hard for slaves.  Mr. Willoughby 
said that he had responded that he did not “know nothin’ about no slaves.” He said he was 
“fighting for land, family and to run Yankees out of Virginia.” Mr. Harris also referenced a 
muster sheet that included a Johnny Robertson that was listed as “colored.” Mr. Harris said that 
the monument may be a symbol of slavery to some but it represents honor and duty to many 
others. 
 
Mr. Islam said that perception is reality. People who went to the courthouse had to walk past it 
and it represented bad things to some of them. 
 
Mr. Wood said that there are several examples that can help tell aspects of the African American 
story.  He noted Willis Augustus Hodges, who was the first African-American elected official in 
Princess Anne County after the Civil War.  He also noted Miles James who was born into slavery 
in Princess Anne County and was awarded the Medal of Honor for valor on the battlefield at 
New Market Heights in 1864. 
 
Dr. Ward noted that he had visited the National Museum of African American Culture and 
History in Washington, DC and it was both fascinating and humbling.  He noted seeing a Ku 
Klux Klan robe on display and finding that context to be a fascinating approach.  He said that we 
need to give a voice to those who fought, as well as to those who were disenfranchised. 
 
Dr. Mansfield noted seeing the minutes related to the founding of a local Confederate heritage 
organization and recognized the writing of O.B. Mears, the superintendent of schools.  He noted 
that Mears and his wife had deeded some property for a school that specified that it would be for 
whites only.  Other institutions, such as the library, were established for whites only at that time.  
Dr. Mansfield noted that he had just finished the lengthy recent biography of Ulysses S. Grant 
that detailed the efforts to protect the rights of blacks to vote after the Civil War. He said he 
hopes we can take advantage of this opportunity to develop long term understanding. 
 
Rabbi Zoberman said that we need to remember that human memory is short.  He wondered why 
we try to rewrite history.  We have a unique opportunity and the world will be watching.  We 
have an obligation to the past and the future, and it is an awesome moral responsibility.  Rabbi 
Zoberman noted that the critical moment was not the party that was held for the Nazi officers. 
Instead, it was what happened in the gas chambers.  He said this is a great challenge that we 
should welcome. 
 
Pastor Williams noted that the monument represents the reality of yesterday, but some people 
hold onto it today.  There was no voice for the slaves that were sold and there was no voice for 
them in the courthouse.  He said there is still no voice. Pastor Williams said it is our duty as a 
committee to give voice to voiceless people. We cannot make a monument out of the silence of 
black people.  He said he saw in the emails that some people that were adamant about keeping 
the monument were open to having other information. We need to acknowledge that the 
monument has ties to slavery.  We need to acknowledge the sale of slaves there.  He asked, 
“What do we do about this?” 
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Dr. Ross-Hammond said that we need to turn this into the right story – his story, her story, our 
story. 
 
Pastor Williams said a monument of nothing actually represents what was reality – black people 
were nothing. 
 
Dr. Ward posed a question to the group.  He asked, if the law allowed, would people on this 
committee want the monument removed. 
 
Dr. Wilson said that over time he has evolved in his thoughts on that question.  He said he has 
made a one hundred eighty degree turn on it. He said that if we remove it we may also forget.  
We need it to be able to prepare, educate and inspire youth, who we should be educating. 
 
Councilperson Wilson said she is hearing a general consensus that we need to tell the story about 
slaves and slavery and African American heroes. She asked if the group had heard the 
Governor’s speech on Saturday.  He talked about doing away with divisiveness and bringing 
people together.  She noted that whatever we do we won’t please everyone and said we can do 
this.  She asked again if that was what she was hearing. 
 
Mr. Berlucchi said that is what he is hearing.  He said that we may agree, but others in the 
community and elsewhere may not agree.  He noted that the word “Heroes” on the monument is 
very concerning to some members of the community. 
 
Mr. Harris said that it does not say “white heroes,” there were blacks that served. 
 
Pastor Williams said that we can’t use that as a way to paint this issue.  The small numbers don’t 
justify this.  They were forced to fight.  He said that finding a delicate balance is a hard task. 
 
Dr. Hucles said that this is part of the greater narrative.  There were blacks that owned slaves. 
History is not all black and white – there are nuances.  He said he is in favor of a greater 
narrative.  Dr. Hucles noted the statue of Sgt. William Carney of the 54th Massachusetts that 
stands in the West Point Cemetery in Norfolk looking over the graves of soldiers.  He said that 
we have no place like that in Virginia Beach. 
 
Rabbi Zoberman said that we need to be conscious of the trend.  A major evil took place here.  It 
is not personal to the individual that served but the general evil.  Jews fought for the Nazis so 
they wouldn’t be killed.  We have to be concerned with the larger tapestry. 
 
Ms. Felton said that when she was going to school she was only taught about two black people, 
George Washington Carver and Booker T. Washington.  She said there is a poverty of 
knowledge.  Students that are Asian, African American, Filipino, etc., say that they are deprived 
of Virginia history in the schools. 
 
Mr. Berlucchi noted that the City Attorney’s opinion seems to eliminate consideration of 
removal. 
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Pastor Williams said we need to be sensitive to the African American community history.  We 
cannot change the fact that he can only trace his history to a slave auction or a slave ship. 
 
Mr. Wood said that it was time to wrap up the discussion and walk over to the statue site.  He 
said the goal of the next meeting is to put together our individual ideas, thoughts and 
perspectives for moving forward.  It would be helpful to put these in writing prior to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Wood asked about February 2 for the next meeting of the PACCSR. Some members 
indicated that they could not attend on that date and others were unsure.  Mr. Reed asked if they 
preferred that he set up another Doodle poll for them. That process was favored by the group. 
 
There was some discussion about the timing of the FY19 budget process should there be a need 
to request funding.  Councilperson Wilson said that they approve the budget the second week in 
May, but any request would need to come forward well before that. 
 
The meeting then adjourned and the group walked over to the Confederate monument site near 
the Princess Anne Courthouse. 
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