
VIRGINIA BEACH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
November 7, 2018, 5:00 pm 

Towne Bank Building, 2101 Parks Avenue, Suite 500 
Approved December 5, 2018 

November is Native American Heritage Month in Virginia Beach 

Present 
Officers:  Chair: William Gambrell; Secretary: Bobbie Gribble 
Members: Michel Ashe, Jennifer Estes, Sharon Felton, Harriet Frenzel, Jimmy Jordan, Brianna Perez, 
Mac Rawls 

Staff: Mark Reed, Carolyn Smith 

Visitor:  Marie Roberson, Marycarolyn France 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by the chair, Bill Gambrell.  

The first item for the Commission was a presentation from the Pleasant Hall at Kemp’s Landing 
Foundation by Marie Roberson and Marycarolyn France. Two handouts had been included in the 
meeting packet (See Appendix 1).  (See Appendix 2 for the PowerPoint presentation.) 

Marie Roberson introduced herself and noted that she was a career educator and lives in Kempsville. 
Marycarolyn France introduced herself and also noted that was a career educator and lives in Kempsville. 

The presenters introduced the historic Pleasant Hall house to the Commission.  They pointed out the 
addition that had been built by Kellum Funeral Home and the extensive associated parking area and land. 
They showed photos of the beautiful original interior woodwork. They said there is a question of whether 
the house was built in 1769 or 1779. 

The presenters noted that the modern addition is almost the same size as the historic house and pointed 
out the covered entrances. The primary interior space of the modern addition holds 100 people.  There is a 
wall mural at one end of this interior space. 

The presenters noted that the open space behind the building and parking area would be a perfect location 
to hold outdoor concerts and other events.   

They gave a little background on the historic nature of Kempsville.  They said it was originally called 
Kemps Landing and it had its beginnings as a port.  In 1775 there was a Battle of Kemps Landing that 
involved local militia and British troops under Lord Dunmore 

The presenters gave some background on the Pleasant Hall at Kemp’s Landing Foundation that they are 
creating.  They provided a slide on their projected financing and operating expenses. They estimated that 
it would be about $9,000 a month to meet all expenses. They noted that the property is for sale for 
$950,000 and they are hoping the City would buy it and lease it to them. 

The presenters said there is a high school with an Entrepreneur School that would like to be involved. 
The Foundation is also looking at having a Skirmish Ball to raise funds and would like to host a regular 
Farmer’s Market 

They listed a number of other ideas for regular usage of the property including:  
Rental to churches for service 
Weddings (no funerals by binding contract) 



Private Events 
Public Events 
Public and Private School Cooperative Educational Programming 
Boy & Girl Scout activities 
Special Programming 
Tours of House 
Outdoor Art events, theatre productions, concerts, seasonal activities 
Exciting delivery of history 
Murals in Historic Kempsville 
A historical community center 

Mr. Gambrell thanked them for their presentation and said that the Commission is supportive of uses for 
historic buildings, like Pleasant Hall, that help to preserve the resource and get the community involved in 
its preservation. He offered to provide a letter of support from the Commission if that would be helpful. 

Mr. Gambrell noted that the next order of business is the approval of the October 3, 2018 general meeting 
minutes. A motion was made by Michel Ashe to approve the minutes. Harriet Frenzel seconded the 
motion. There was no discussion. The October 3, 2018 general meeting minutes were unanimously 
approved. 

Mr. Gambrell then asked for Committee reports. 

Mac Rawls reported for the Cape Henry Historic Site committee.  Mr. Rawls noted that the VIP Shuttle 
Event on November 2nd at Fort Story was a success.  He said there will be a historical interpreter on each 
bus and the Cape Henry Lighthouse staff is offering walking tours of the historic area while the public is 
unable to climb the tower due to construction. There is a fee for the walking tour. 

Mr. Rawls said that their next committee meeting will be on November 27 and will include the 
Superintendent from the Colonial National Historical Park operated by the National Park Service.  He 
noted that it will be good to meet with the relatively new superintendent for the first time. 

Sharon Prescott reported for the Historic Preservation Month committee. She said that there will be a 
committee meeting later this month.  She noted the committee has established a timeline and will be 
focusing on a few activities designed to raise public awareness about historic preservation and reach new 
audiences.  These activities include a Mayoral proclamation, “Pints for Preservation” and a scavenger 
hunt. 

Sharon Felton reported for the Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable. She noted that - 
recommendations were made by the Roundtable to balance the monument site with a park.  Jimmy Wood 
and Councilperson Wilson met with Mayor Jones in June and the Mayor felt there should be some 
breakdown of estimated financial impacts to be presented to the new Mayor.  Ms. Felton said that a 
meeting was held with representatives from the Parks and Recreation and Cultural Affairs departments to 
discuss the recommendations and to get their assistance on putting together some cost projections. 

Mark Reed noted that Mayor Sessoms had asked Mr. Wood and Ms. Felton to get additional public input 
on the issue before bringing it back to City Council. The committee was going to do that but ran into the 
beginning of summer and a mayoral change so that has brought them to this point.  The intent had been to 
do the public input and then bring forward the committee’s recommendation to the Commission for 
consideration. So, the Commission does not, at this point, have the benefit of having seen the 
recommendation. 

Bill Gambrell said he felt it would be helpful to have a presentation to the Commission before it is made 
to the Mayor if time will permit. Mr. Reed suggested this presentation be done to the Commission in 
December.   



Katie Paulson was unable to attend the meeting and asked Mark Reed to provide the report for the 
Recognition of Historic Buildings committee. Mr. Reed noted that there had been no applications 
received for the Virginia Beach Historical Register recently. He said the earlier initiative to get all of the 
National Register properties on the Register was successful with 100 percent now listed in the local 
register. He said that had been relatively easy since National Register properties only need to request to be 
on the Register.  We sent out a letter with a form for the property owners to sign and a box to check that 
they wanted their property listed.  We also provided a postage paid envelop for them to send the form 
back to us. 

The new initiative is to try to get all of the properties that are featured in the 50 Most Historically 
Significant Houses and Structures in Virginia Beach booklet listed in the Register.  There are seventeen 
properties in the book that are not currently on the Register.  Letters to the owners of the properties have 
been signed by Bill Gambrell and will go out later this week. Mr. Reed noted that this will be a more 
difficult task than the National Register properties since these will be required to prepare and submit 
applications and materials.  He also said that some properties are owned by businesses, and even the 
United States, so this might be more challenging. 

Mr. Reed proceeded with his presentation on Project Updates. 

He noted that there are still two historic marker dedications from the FY18 Research Grants program that 
we are looking to do.  The Skirmish at Kemp’s Landing marker is scheduled to be dedicated on 
Saturday, November 10 at 10:00 a.m. It will be located near South Witchduck Road and Singleton Way. 
Jimmy Wood will be speaking for the Historic Preservation Commission. Kempsville Councilperson 
Jessica Abbott is also speaking at the ceremony. 

The date for the dedication of the Meeting of Three Commanders marker is still not determined.  The 
new commander of NATO, General Lanata, has been invited by Mayor Jones to be the speaker. He is a 
general in the French Air Force.  Two of the officers in the meeting of the Three Commanders were 
French, so it will be very appropriate if he can participate.  We are looking to set the date according to the 
General’s availability. 

Mr. Reed said everything is progressing with the Cavalier Shores National Register Nomination. A 
public hearing is scheduled for Thursday, November 8 at 6:30 p.m. This will be held at the Princess Anne 
Country Club, 3800 Pacific Avenue.  It is the final step before it goes to the State Review Board.  Mr. 
Reed said he will forward a copy of the nomination so this Commission can review and provide a letter of 
support. 

Mr. Reed said he attended the Virginia Preservation Conference in Danville on October 18 – 19.  
Attending from the Commission were Bill Gambrell and Bernice Pope. The conference occurred one 
week after Tropical Storm Michael caused 5 to 6 feet of flooding in downtown Danville.  

Mr. Reed said Donavan Rykema, principal for Place Economics, was the Keynote Speaker. He spoke of 
using existing old buildings (1950s and older) to address affordable housing needs. Mr. Rykema 
suggested “don’t just think historic, think old; it will probably be built to last.” Mr. Reed noted that a lot 
of the historic resources in Virginia Beach are residential in nature and there were a lot of points in the 
presentation that could apply to our city. 

Mr. Reed said there were also presentations on historic cemeteries, on protecting Virginia Indian sites, 
and on rural heritage protections in the form of easements. He said the conference provided food for 
thought for our three attendees. 

Mr. Reed noted that he had talked with the Executive Committee about putting together a list of the 
Commission’s committees with stated purposes and goals.  He said he couldn’t find stated purposes for 



most of the committees so he made an initial attempt to draft something for each one.  He said the list is 
in the packet and he asked Commission members, especially committee chairs, to take it home and review 
it and provide some feedback. (The list appears below as Appendix 3.) 

Mr. Reed said that his supervisor, Carolyn Smith, and he had discussed how to best keep the Commission 
up to date on actions and proposals that might impact historic properties, such as applications to the 
Historical Review Board for Certificates of Appropriateness (COA) and submittals for rezonings or other 
actions.  He said they would like to make this a monthly agenda feature and would call it the Historic 
Properties Glimpse. He noted that, as luck would have it, there are no applications for COA’s this 
month. 

Mr. Reed said that the Planning Department has received a rezoning request for the Weblin House 
Property at 5588 Moore’s Pond Road.  He noted that the request was for a change from R-10 to a 
Conditional PD-H2 with underlying R-10 zoning. They are looking to do a residential cooperative 
containing no more than 14 units.  He said that DHR holds an easement on the property and has approved 
demolition of several old agricultural buildings at the site. The rezoning request is not likely to go to the 
Planning Commission until January.  Mr. Reed said he will provide additional information when it 
becomes available. (See Appendix 4 for the slide that was shown during the discussion.) 

There was no Old Business. 

Under New Business Mr. Reed asked the Commission if they wanted to request for the Mayor to issue a 
proclamation for African American Heritage Month in February 2019.  He noted that, as far as his 
research could prove, 2018 was the first time the Virginia Beach City Council had issued a proclamation 
for African American Heritage or Black History month. He said that after the proclamation was read the 
entire audience in the Council Chamber gave a standing ovation. The Commission members said that they 
wanted to request a proclamation again in 2019 for African American Heritage Month. 

Sharon Felton said she wanted to recognize Mark Reed for his work on the proclamation this past year. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 p.m. The next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 5, 2018, at 
5:00 p.m., at the Towne Bank building, 2101 Parks Avenue in Suite 500. 



The plan created by The Pleasant Hall at Kempes Landing Foundation is to preserve the Pleasant Hall site for the citizens 
of Kempsville as part of the historic legacy of this area, not merely as a museum but as a community cultural center. This 
site has great potential to become a hub of activity for Historic Kempsville.  Residents of the community have expressed 
support for many activities, such as an artisan market space, an artisan work space, various outdoor events, and a farmers’ 
market.  

The Pleasant Hall at Kempes Landing Foundation, LLC 
Marie Roberson  mzroberson@verizon.net 

Marycarolyn France mgfrance44@verizon.net 
Gary Roberson 

Elizabeth “Boots” McBride 

Appendix 1



Presenters:  
Marie Roberson, M Ed Fairfield resident

Marycarolyn France. M Ed, PhD Carolanne Farms resident

Pleasant Hall at Kempes Landing Foundation, LLC 

Appendix 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are Virginia Beach residents who live in Kempsville and love our city. We want to preserve its historic heritage. Marie and Gary have lived in Fairfield for 25+years and Marycarolyn has lived in Carolanne Farms for 42 years. We live within walking distance of  Pleasant Hall and after much brainstorming we investigated purchasing it. We formed the Pleasant Hall at Kemps Landing Foundation attempting to insure the site’s preservation for Kempsville citizens.  The foundation is an LLC and in the process of obtaining 501(c)3 non profit status. We envision an interactive historical museum WITH a community cultural center for residents. 



Marie Roberson, M Ed Fairfield resident 

Marycarolyn France, M Ed, PhD Carolanne Farms resident 

Gary L. Roberson, CPA Fairfield resident 

Elizabeth “Boots”  McBride Kempsville Heights resident 

Dr. Stephen Mansfield Fairfield resident 

Pleasant Hall at Kempes Landing Foundation, LLC 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is Pleasant Hall at Kempes Landing Foundation LLC? We are hoping to create a grassroots movement of interested residents and friends.  Worth noting:  We have many of the skills needed for creating a vibrant historical cultural community center at Pleasant Hall. And, we are looking for more to join with us.Marie Roberson is retired from Norfolk Public Schools and holds a MS in Educational Supervision and Administration; a BS in Art education, and licensure as a School Library Media Specialist. She served as a library media specialist or an Art/Art History teacher at several middle schools. She offers her skills which include digital production/ teleproduction encompassing all facets of video production: script writing, directing, and editing. She has produced print & online newsletters for schools and has managed educational and commercial webpages. She has lead schoolwide educational programs and managed budgets.Marycarolyn France also has held many positions as an educator. She holds a Ph.D. in educational leadership and reading education. In her last assignment, she spent eight years as senior coordinator for research and evaluation in the Department of Compensatory Education for Norfolk Public Schools. Her responsibilities included writing and implementing numerous grant proposals. Gary Roberson is a CPA and owns his own firm. He serves as a fractional CFO for businesses ranging from startups to multi-million dollar entities. His specialty is restructuring businesses who are near failing and returning them to profitability. His passion is helping people who own a business become successful.  



Pleasant Hall  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pleasant Hall is THE largest and most pristine piece of Colonial architecture in VB on a 2 acre lot. This is about saving the entire site from commercial development, a very real threat. The site must be purchased as the sellers are anxious! All four quadrants have been shopped by commercial developers responding to the Historic Kempsville Plan.  This has been a battle for residents. The surrounding residential areas have very little public open space, few parks, and in our opinion, no actual identity as a historical place. However, that’s not for lack of trying. There is evidence of sincere attempts to save and preserve history in Historic Kempsville, but it’s expensive. Good news: This site can function differently compared to other historic houses in VB. Revenues need not be based on patron attendance in the house.



    

              
 Park with Interpretive Signs 
             
               Carraway House  
               
               Skirmish of Kempsville State Marker     
 

Pleasant Hall 
site is  

central to  
a potential 

history trail. 
 

Kemps 
Landing port 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pleasant Hall’s 2 acre lot is dead center in the most historic quadrant of Historic Kempsville.  Nearby is an area that has been designated for development as a park.  At this location attractive educational markers will tell the hidden history of Kemps Landing which became our Kempsville. It is a hidden history worth learning. In the future, possibly themed murals on nearby commercial building exteriors could visually connect the areas pefect for a walking tour. It would feel like a true Historic Kempsville district, as desired and stated  in the Historic Kempsville Plan



Lawn Area  

Pleasant Hall Site Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This site can function differently compared to other historic houses in VB. Revenues need not be based on patron attendance in the house. Three separate venues can each function to provide revenue. The assembly room can accommodate private events, public attractions, and group weekly rentals (church, meetings, etc) The large proportion of open space can easily accommodate outdoor events.  Caution:  The lawn area is zoned to be developed. Any buyer could easily develop that lawn space. We do not want to do that to happen!



Pleasant Hall’s Assets 

Building and Grounds 

• Centrally located in Historic 
Kempsville 

• Easily accessible by pedestrians, 
bicyles, and cars 

• Residents are requesting to develop 
the site for community use  

• Ample parking in large lot 
• Multiple other historic points of 

interest within walking distance 
 
 

Programming 

• Rich history that is surprising and new: 
We were a sea port and more… 

• Extensive history known about owners 
of house, nearby cemetery, and local 
events from 1700s until now 

• Annex suitable for revenue generating 
community events (unrelated to House) 

•  Lawn area perfectly sloped for outdoor 
concerts, productions, etc. 
 
 

Fairfield, Carolanne Farms, Larkspur, Stratford Chase  residents support preserving  the site!  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This site can function differently compared to other historic houses in VB. Revenues need not be based on patron attendance in the house.  attendance 



A wall of vintage mirrors beckons visitors to the past with a “doorbell,” through 
which the observers can experience a visit from a “ghost.”  The historical characters 
summoned by the doorbell tell stories about their life and encourage the observers 
to hunt for evidence of their existence in the Museum’s main exhibition.  

What, there’s no 
light switches in this 

house? How did 
homework happen? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our passion: Residents and especially children need to know we are walking on historical ground and don’t have to hop in the car to Williamburg. History happened here, too! Interactive creative educational programming aligned with local and state history standards at each grade level. Programming changes on a regular basis: yearly, seasonally, etc (Santa Barbara Museum of History)



ANNEX 
REAR ENTRY 
From annex entry up 
stairs to the Pleasant 
Hall  back door 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The building: A glimpse of one entry into the annex leading directly to the back door of Pleasant Hall. Elevator to right OR  turn left and visit the Assembly room/ annex



Pleasant Hall 
Interior   

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The colonial manor house/ city house is 239 years old and beautifully preserved with original wood floors, crown molding, ornate fireplace surrounds, original doors and locks, and even some original glass would be open for tours for school children,  groups such as girl and boy scouts, senior citizens, members of clubs and service groups and others. On occasion, it could be rented for wedding ceremonies and other special events that would not endanger or mar the structure. 



Modern Addition  
Exterior 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The modern addition to Pleasant Hall constructed for the Kellam Funeral Home is a facility that could serve multiple purposes. Its large assembly hall could be rented for wedding receptions, parties, church services, meetings of clubs, a series of educational programs, a speaker’s forum and the like.  Fund raisers such as a “Skirmish Ball” or a Fourth of July banquet featuring a re-creation of the reading of the Declaration of Independence which took place at Kemps Landing in 1776 could take place in the assembly hall.



Assemby Hall, picture of 

Legal capacity  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We call this the Assembly Hall: Perfect for Fundraising events such as the “planned” gala, educational workshops, or social gatherings. Physical description: 35 wide x 65 deep. Extra alcove space near windows: 24 wide x7. The hall has interior columns mirroring the columns in the house. Formal interior design includes a large garden mural on the back wall. Currently used to accommodate comfortably 10 round tables seating 8 per table with ample side spaces for service tables and stage area. Covered guest entrance and separate covered delivery area with clearance height of 12 feet.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Capacity 80 seated; 100 theatre seating. 







Large open space pictures 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The large outdoor open space at the rear of the manor house is an ideal location for authentic reenactments such as  the Skirmish at Kemps Landing, or other reenactments/ demonstrations. Perfect for a farmer’s markets, artisan craft fairs, and concerts. The grassy area slopes up and away from the house at an incline perfect for use as lawn seating for a concert. A paved concrete lane could serve as a stage area.  The parking lot itself has room for markets booths. If parking PH lot is used, Kempsvile Baptis Church by agreement will allow parking on their site. 



Hidden history 
worth learning!  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kemps Landing started out as a port community.  In the seventeenth century,  two-masted, ocean-going vessels sailed down the Elizabeth River from Norfolk with manufactured goods that had been brought from England. Because there was very little manufacturing of finished goods in the colonies, this flow of merchandise was essential to life in Kemps Landing, Princess Anne County, and all of Virginia. Farmers and wealthy planters from all over the area brought a bounty of raw products to the port at Kemps Landing which would be exchanged through intermediaries for either cash or goods. Princess Anne County offered tobacco, lumber, wheat, and a number of other commodities for this commerce.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The bustling port of Kemps Landing became a population center for Princess Anne County. The Walke family, which owned the huge Plantation of Fairfield, sold a number of parcels of land that were used to build structures such as a tavern, warehouses, and residences. Pleasant Hall was situated on one such plot.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In November of 1775, Kemps Landing became a battlefield on which the first man  in the South to fall in defense of American independence was killed by troops led by the last royal governor of Virginia,  Lord Dunmore, who was fleeing what he considered an insurrection in Williamsburg.  Dunmore’s troops routed the inexperienced minute men called up to defend Kemps Landing. 



  John Murray, Lord Dunmore. 4th Earl of Dunmore 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following his victory, Dunmore proclaimed martial law for all of Virginia at Kemps Landing. On that same day, in the flush of victory, he announced that all slaves in Virginia owned by colonists in rebellion against the King of England could earn their freedom by fighting with the British army. Dunmore then extracted an oath of loyalty to the King of England from the captured minute men and others in the community and declared that they should wear a red badge (a strip of red cloth) as a sign that they had taken the oath.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Murray,_4th_Earl_of_Dunmore


Built in 1769 or 1779? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The exact date of the building of Pleasant Hall has yet to be determined.  A strong tradition has it as 1769. If the date of 1769 can be authenticated by dendrochronology, it may have been at Pleasant Hall that Lord Dunmore made his headquarters during the battle and it could have been on the very steps of the manor house that he made his historic proclamation concerning martial law, offered freedom to the slaves of rebels, and demanded the oath of loyalty. Some researchers believe the house was built about 10 years later, but even if this is so, Kemps Landing remains an important Revolutionary War venue.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why is it important to develop a community cultural center at Pleasant Hall?The citizens of Virginia Beach should be aware of and take pride in the history of their community. They should also have a space to gather where they can celebrate their past and enjoy activities that grow out of their history.  At the same time, they should have the opportunity to create new experiences to share in a beautiful setting.What help are we asking from the Commission for Historic Preservation?We hope that you will support the concept of a cultural community center at Pleasant Hall and that you will help us engage with the city in finding ways to bring this idea to life. Without assistance from the city, it will be difficult if not impossible to see this project through. The current owners of the property, Kempsville Baptist Church are unable to bear the cost of maintaining Pleasant Hall and consider the sale of the property an urgent matter. We believe that a community center is a better use of the property than commercial uses such as office space or a restaurant, which would bring destructive wear to what is at the moment a beautifully preserved building. In addition, we should note that Pleasant Hall is the only city mansion among the colonial houses that remain to us in Virginia Beach. As such, it can tell us tales different from those associated with the more rural residences, which help us understand farm and plantation life. Though fewer in number than in the North, Virginia did have urban sites which were significant to the growth of the colony and the nation. Here in Virginia Beach at Kemps Landing we can make a contribution to knowledge of this aspect of colonial life in the South which has sometimes been neglected.  We hope we can count on you to guide us in finding a way to make Pleasant Hall at Kemps Landing a place we can all enjoy for its history and for the ways it can bring us together. Kempsville is ready for this!



 
How can  

local residents  
and  

Virginia Beach City 
work together to 

preserve  
Pleasant Hall? 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is about saving the entire Pleasant Hall site from commercial development, a very real threat. The site must be purchased as the sellers are anxious! 



PLEASANT  HALL PROJECTED  FINANCING AND OPERATING EXPENSES

PURCHASE PRICE 950,000$                    

DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED AT 40% 380,000                     

AMOUNT FINANCED 570,000                     

MONTHLY MORTGAGE PAYMENT $4,965
  ASSUMPTIONS: 6.5% INTEREST, 15 YEAR 
AMORTIZATION WITH A 5 YEAR CALL

OPERATING EXENSES:
ELECTRICITY 500                            
GAS 200                            
WATER 50                              
HRSD 50                              
INSURANCE, BUILDING & LIABILITY 350                            
REPAIRS AND MAINTANANCE 500                            
LAWN CARE 100                            
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND 250                            
OFFICE SUPPLIES 100                            
CLEANING 200                            

TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENDITURES $7,265

ANTICIPATED VARIABLES
MARKETING  MATERIALS
MARKETING MEDIA
MEDIA CONNECTIONS IN BLDG (hardware, mmp, etcc)

ON SITE REVENUE SOURCES 
 
• Ongoing weekly scheduled rental usage: 

churches, etc 
 

• Weddings  (NO Funerals by binding contract) 
 

• Private Events: reunions, large birthdays, etc. 
 

• Public Events: Speakers Forum, TED talks, 
Meetings  
 

• Public  & Private School Cooperative Educational  
Programming 

 
• Special Programming  &Tours of house 

 
• Morning tea & coffee get-togethers for seniors 

 
• Outdoor events, theatre productions, concerts, 

seasonal activities, artisan shows 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fiscal responsibility is our leading concern. This spreadsheet shows the data we’ve been working with prior to exploring actual revenue and expenditures. We are reconsidering our figures as we learn more and have access to data. From the start, we referenced monthly operation costs for KBC to maintain the site. It came to just shy of $2,200 for utilities, insurance, etc. but not including lawn care because the men of the church do it. The foundation would most likely would add more service fees, higher insurance premiums, and initial miscellaneous startup costs to the monthly bill. Until we can access hard numbers we are working in generalities for now. Note: all of our projections do not include donations or grants which we are prepared to pursue. We are in the process of working up a detailed projected statement of revenues and expenses for the first year. Note: We are absolutely sure we can generate the necessary monthly revenue if the mortgage is not an expense.  Currently we cannot ask for or receive donations because of the fact we have no binding agreement to buy the site which presents obstacles to fund raising. However, we open to sharing our plans with interested parties. 



Help Preserve Pleasant Hall 

Follow and LIKE us on FACEBOOK  
at  PleasantHall Kempslanding  

 
Let Virginia Beach City Council know that you are a Virginia Beach 
resident in support of preserving the Pleasant Hall site as a historical 
community center and that you encourage city financial support.  

Contact VB Councilmember Jessica Abbott at  
jabbott@vbgov.com or (757) 744-3407 

Ms. Abbott is a supporter of Historic Kempsville! 
 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have the support of the VB historic House Preservation Commission who reports and advises city council.  Because we are a grassroots endeavor we lack revenue to outright purchase the property. However, we have no doubt that the project can succeed and sustain itself. However, to enable the Pleasant Hall Foundation to proceed we respectfully request the city to offer a generous portion of the purchase price. City council want Historic Kempsville to be a success, so let’s join together to make it work.

mailto:jabbott@vbgov.com


Appendix 3 
 

Committees 
 

Executive Committee 
 
Purpose: The Executive Committee plans and manages the activities of the Commission, 
establishes the agenda for the monthly general meeting and prepares periodic reports on historic 
preservation issues and concerns for presentation to the Virginia Beach City Council. 
 
 Chair: Bill Gambrell 
 
Cape Henry Historic Site 
 
Purpose: The Cape Henry Historic Site committee seeks to preserve, restore and protect the 
historic nature of the Cape Henry Historic Site.  The committee works to increase public 
knowledge and appreciation of the historical importance of Cape Henry; strives to ensure public 
access to the historic structures and monuments; and, facilitates communication among the major 
stakeholders. 
 
 Chair: Mac Rawls 
 
Historic Districts 
 
Purpose: The Historic Districts committee seeks to recognize neighborhoods and 
communities that represent the historical development and character of Virginia Beach and retain 
sufficient historical integrity. The committee works with Staff to identify potentially eligible 
neighborhoods and to engage those communities in the recognition process.  The Historic 
Districts committee also seeks to protect the historic integrity of sites and neighborhoods and 
recommends potential areas to the Commission of establishment of Historic and Cultural District 
zoning. 
 
 Chair: Sharon Felton 
 
Historic Preservation Month 
 
Purpose: The Historic Preservation Month committee coordinates the Commission’s efforts 
to recognize and celebrate Historic Preservation Month in Virginia Beach.  The committee works 
to develop activities that will raise awareness about historic preservation and the local efforts of 
the Commission.  The committee also seeks to expand public participation in and support of 
historic preservation activities and initiatives. 
 
 Chair: Sharon Prescott 
 
 
 
 
 



Policies for City-Owned Buildings and Sites 
 
Purpose: The Policies for City-Owned Buildings and Sites committee works with City Staff 
and Elected Officials to ensure that appropriate City policies and procedures related to City-
owned historic buildings and sites are in place and are being followed.  The committee seeks to 
ensure that the City is the best possible steward for the history resources that it owns and that the 
City’s policies support and enforce those efforts. 
 
 Chair: Sharon Prescott 
 
Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable 
 
Purpose: The Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable (PACCSR) considers 
the issues related to the Princess Anne County Confederate Heroes monument located near the 
old courthouse at the Municipal Center, including those represented in public input, legal and 
historic preservation concerns. The PACCSR works to develop a recommendation for the 
Commission on the Confederate Monument and the best way forward to address both its painful 
meaning for some and its point of historical pride for other members of our community. 
 
 Chairs: Sharon Felton, Jimmy Wood 
 
Princess Anne Courthouse 
 
Purpose: The Princess Anne Courthouse committee advocates for the proper repair and 
maintenance of the 1822 courthouse building, including the development of a Historic Structure 
Report (HSR).  The committee recommended and supported the development of a National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) historic district nomination to include the 1822 courthouse. 
The HSR and the NRHP nomination have been successfully completed. 
 
 Chair: Glenn Carwell 
 
Public Events 
 
Purpose: The Public Events committee has generally not functioned.  It was identified as a 
desirable arrangement to try to avoid the need for separate committees for each public event in 
which the Commission participates. 
 
 Chair: Jimmy Wood 
 

• Strawberry Festival – The Strawberry Festival subcommittee coordinates the 
Commission’s participation at the annual Strawberry Festival in May.  It assists in 
developing activities and handouts/give aways at the Commissions booth. 

 
 Chair: Sharon Prescott 
 
 
 
Public Meeting 
 



Purpose: The Public Meeting committee assists the Commission with planning and 
coordination of the Annual Public Meeting. The committee helps to set the meeting 
agenda/theme and manages volunteers and logistics.  It also assists with post meeting review and 
analysis. 
 
 Chair: 2nd Vice-Chair – Sharon Prescott 
 
Recognition of Historic Buildings 
 
Purpose: The Recognition of Historic Buildings committee receives and reviews 
applications for the Virginia Beach Historical Register and makes the determination regarding 
placement on the register.  The committee also works with City Staff to plan, research and 
coordinate updates and production of the Commissions publications about Virginia Beach’s 
historic buildings. 
 
 Chair: Katie Paulson 
 
Sea Level Rise 
 
Purpose: The Sea Level Rise committee assists City Staff in understanding the potential 
impacts of sea level rise and recurrent flooding on Virginia Beach’s historic resources and works 
to develop informational materials for historic property owners.  The committee assists in 
strategy development for these issues. 
 
 Chair: Bernice Pope 
 
Student Leaders 
 
Purpose: The Student Leaders committee engages Virginia Beach high school students in 
historic preservation through a variety of activities and projects. The committee works to raise 
awareness about historic preservation and to be advocates for historic preservation issues. 
 
 Chairs: Victoria McQuay, Brianna Perez 
 Commission Sponsor: Sharon Felton 
 
Threatened Buildings and Sites 
 
Purpose: The Threatened Buildings and Sites committee identifies buildings, structures and 
sites that are endangered by various types of potential threats including development, neglect, 
unsympathetic repairs and additions, environmental factors, etc.  The committee assists the 
Commission in the development and implementation of mitigation strategies and in tracking the 
ongoing level of threats. 
 
 Chair: Jennifer Estes 
 
11.07.18 
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