
1 
 

VIRGINIA BEACH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
November 6, 2019, 5:00 pm 

Towne Bank Building, 2101 Parks Avenue, Suite 500 
Approved December 4, 2019 

 
Present: 
Officers: Chair, William Gambrell; First Vice-Chair, James Wood; Second Vice-

Chair, Sharon Prescott; Secretary, Bobbie Gribble; Immediate Past Chair 
Bernice Pope 

Members:  Glenn Carwell, Caroline Dixon, Harriet Frenzel, Sharon Felton, Michael 
Hucles, Lee Lockamy, Rachel McGraw, Katie Paulson 

Staff:   Mark Reed, Carolyn Smith 
 
City Staff:  C. J. Bodnar, Sue Kriebel 
 

 
PURPOSE: The purpose of the Commission is to advise the City Council and the Departments 
of Planning and Community Development and Museums on all issues related to the preservation 
of historic buildings, structures and sites located in the City of Virginia Beach. 
 
MISSION: The mission of the Commission shall be to preserve, protect and maintain the 
historic identity of Virginia Beach and the former Princess Anne County through a program of 
advocacy and increased public awareness of involvement. 
 
 
The meeting opened at 5:05 p.m. 
 
Welcome/Introductions/Remarks  
Bill Gambrell welcomed everyone who was in attendance.  He read the Purpose and Mission. 
 
Sea Level Rise/Recurrent Flooding Presentation 
C.J. Bodnar from the Virginia Beach Public Works Stormwater Engineering Center provided a 
presentation on sea level rise and recurrent flooding. In 2014 Moody’s credit rating firm sent a 
questionnaire to Virginia Beach about sea level rise preparedness. The city realized that there 
was no funding in the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) to begin to address this threat.  City 
Council created two projects: Comprehensive Sea Level Rise and Recurrent Flooding Study & 
Master Drainage Study plus a Stormwater Master Plan. 
 
The PowerPoint presentation is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
Approval of October 2, 2019 Minutes 
Mr. Gambrell asked the members to review the minutes from the October 2 meeting. A motion 
was made by Bernice Pope to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by 
Jimmy Wood.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 
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Recommendations from PACCSR  
Jimmy Wood reported on the recommendations from the Princess Anne County Confederate 
Statue Roundtable.  Mr. Wood noted that a meeting was held with the Communications Office 
regarding the strategy for rolling out the suggestions the Ad Hoc Committee formulated.  The 
Communications Office felt the public would like to have meaningful input and they weren’t 
sure that a public forum would provide them with an opportunity to have any meaningful impact 
on the recommendations from the committee.  They thought it would be better to produce a 
video about the work of the PACCSR and their recommendations.  Then, we could look for 
public input about how to implement the recommendations. 
 
Shortly after that meeting, Mark Reed met with Acting City Manager Tom Leahy and Mayor 
Bobby Dyer to discuss how to move forward.  Mr. Reed explained the Communications Office’s 
concerns about staging a public forum at this time.  He said that the current plan was to bring the 
PACCSR’s recommendations to the Historic Preservation Commission in November and for the 
Commission to bring forward their recommendations to City Council in January/February 2020.  
Mr. Reed noted the planned video to be produced by the Communications Office and said that 
might get rolled out as part of the Council briefing. 
 
The City Manager and Mayor agreed with the plan. 
 
Mr. Wood said that he and Ms. Felton will go on camera to describe the process and the 
recommendations.  He said that they will present the recommendations to the City Council in 
January. With Council’s nod of approval, they would move into next steps of implementing 
recommendations.  If that is the case it looks like it would be Spring of 2020 when we would 
look to engage the public in a forum with Barbara Hamm Lee as the moderator. 
 
Committee co-chair Sharon Felton then reviewed the PACCSR recommendations with the 
Historic Preservation Commission.   
 
Immediate Actions (6 – 12 months) 
  

1. The PACCSR recommends the design, manufacture and installation of an interpretive 
sign panel near the Confederate monument to provide additional balanced and inclusive 
information about the history and historical context related to the Confederate Statue 
and the Civil War in Princess Anne County. 

2. The PACCSR further recommends the design, manufacture and installation of an 
interpretive sign panel near the courthouse building about the history and historical 
context for the Princess Anne County Courthouse. 

3. The PACCSR also recommends the design, manufacture and installation of a bronze 
plaque on a stand in a prominent location near the courthouse recognizing the injustices 
done there as a primary location in the county for the sale of enslaved persons.   

4. The PACCSR will serve in a review function for the design and text and there shall be a 
ceremony or ceremonies for the dedication of the signs and plaque. 
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Short Term Actions 
  

1. The PACCSR recommends the initiation of planning and design for a Public Park on the 
north side of the Princess Anne Courthouse to incorporate artistic and historic elements 
into the landscape, including a statue/sculpture/public art piece to commemorate the 
City’s African-American heritage that will provide proportional balance to existing historic 
commemorative elements in that location. 

2. The park should be designed to be more spiritual than recreational and its aesthetic will 
merge the historic with the modern to provide a space that is uniquely Virginia Beach. 

  
Intermediate Actions 
  

1. The PACCSR recommends the implementation of construction and installation of a 
Public Park on the north side of the Princess Anne Courthouse, incorporating artistic and 
historic elements into the landscape, including a statue/sculpture/public art piece to 
commemorate the City’s African-American heritage that will provide proportional balance 
to existing historic commemorative elements in that location.  

2. Parks and Recreation staff developed cost estimates in November 2018 for a park on 
the proposed site. 

 
Long Term Actions 
  

1. The PACCSR recommends City Council to direct the Department of Cultural Affairs to 
investigate the need and feasibility to establish a general history museum for the City of 
Virginia Beach to provide a balanced, fair and inclusive story of the community’s 
collective history. 

 
 
After some brief discussion where the work of the committee was praised for its sensitivity and 
thoroughness, Dr. Carwell made a motion that the Commission approve the recommendations 
from the Roundtable. Sharon Prescott seconded the motion. The Commission voted unanimously 
to approve the recommendations. 
 
Mark Reed noted that the City Manager had asked that the Planning Department request funding 
for the Immediate Actions: design of signs, and the Short Term Actions: the design of the park in 
the upcoming budget cycle.  Mr. Reed said that he would be preparing that request. 
 
Committee Reports 
Cape Henry Historic Site 
Mac Rawls reported for the Cape Henry Historic Site committee. He said that since the last 
Commission meeting the Cape Henry Historic Site committee met.  He noted that the National 
Park Service is planning on doing some updates to existing interpretive signs (to include they are 
going further back in time).  They will include Native American history.  Lee Lockamy said he 
had not heard anything about it. Mr. Reed said he will get Lee in contact with Kym Hall the 
Supervisor for the National Park Service. 
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Preservation Virginia has requested that the military let them open a bunker that is in the 
lighthouse dune to visitors so they can add that to their tour. Mr. Rawls said that committee 
would try to assist as needed. 
 
Mr. Rawls noted that there are still issues with parking and base access.  He said they are looking 
into expanding the parking lot, but the base doesn’t have funding for the project.  The Lighthouse 
has indicated the attendance figures are staying fairly flat, and Mr. Rawls thought the parking lot 
being full and people being turned away is contributing to that.   
 
Historic Preservation Month 
Sharon Prescott reported for the Historic Preservation Month committee. She said the Board has 
approved moving forward with a commemorative program for 2020.  She said it will include: 

• A proclamation from the Mayor 
• Perhaps putting together a speaker series 
• The Student Leaders Committee doing a Virginia Beach history fact for the 

day/week/month 
• Pints for Preservation 

 
Ms. Prescott said she is looking for volunteers for a committee.  Harriet Frenzel, Jimmy Wood, 
Bernice Pope, Caroline Dixon, Rachael McGraw, & Bobbie Gribble volunteered.  Ms. Prescott 
said they would have kickoff meeting soon 
 
Sea Level Rise 
Bernice Pope reported for the Sea Level Rise committee. She said we are partnering with DHR 
and Preservation Virginia to host a one-day regional mini conference on Coastal Resiliency and 
Mitigation. She said it is being planned for Friday, June 12th at the Brock Environmental Center. 
Ms. Pope said we have asked DHR to consider giving CLG training credit for attending the 
conference. 
 
Student Leaders Committee 
Rachel McGraw and Caroline Dixon reported for the Student Leaders Committee.  Ms. McGraw 
said that the committee held its first meeting on October 9th.  She noted that it was fully attended 
by all 13 members. She said they brainstormed about various activities including social media, 
legislative advocacy, the scavenger hunt.   
 
Caroline Dixon said they assigned each member a Clio entry to prepare. At next week’s meeting 
they will see where everyone is and share what they have researched.  They will also be looking 
for ways to explore social media to reach out to younger people that don’t read the newspaper. 
 
Project Updates 
Mark Reed provided updates on several historic preservation program projects that are underway 
or that soon will be. 
 
Archaeological Assessment Southern Half  
Mr. Reed said that the archaeological assessment for the southern half of the city has been 
contracted.  He noted that DHR selected Dovetail Cultural Resource Group to perform the study. 
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Dovetail did the assessment for the northern half of the city and Mr. Reed said it will be good to 
have the consistency of effort and product that should come with the same firm doing both 
sections. He said the City will be invoiced for its $36,000 share soon. Mr. Reed noted that the 
Public Information Session for the project had initially been scheduled for November 13, but that 
coincided with the special meeting of City Council for the independent investigative report into 
the May 31 tragedy.  It is being rescheduled and might not occur until December. 
 
Architectural Survey Update Southern Half 
Mr. Reed said that Cultural Resource Analysts are getting close to completing their field work. 
He said they have looked for the 175 properties on the Traceries list of Resources Identified not 
Surveyed.  They found that 54 have been demolished; 2 could not be located; and, 119 were 
surveyed or re-surveyed.  They have also surveyed 132 properties that were not on the Traceries 
list, including 90 in Sandbridge.  They have a little more surveying to do so we may see the 
number in Sandbridge come down some in the final report.  
 
Multiple Property Documentation Submission - Resort Motels 1950s/1960s 
Mr. Reed said that the Request for Quotes (RFQ) went out October 18.  It was sent out to 12 
cultural resources firms.  Proposals are due in Purchasing on November 21. 
 
Native American Heritage Month Proclamation 
Mr. Reed said a Proclamation to name November as Native American Heritage Month in 
Virginia Beach will be read by Mayor Dyer on Tuesday, November 12.  The event will take 
place in the City Council Chamber at 6:00 p.m.  Please attend if you can.  
 
Sgt. Miles James Historical Marker Dedication - November 9, 11:00 am, Blvd 19 
Mr. Reed reminded Commission members that the dedication ceremony for the Sgt. Miles James 
state historical highway marker will take place on Saturday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. It will be 
in Building 19 at the Municipal Center.  He noted that the Commission will host a reception 
following the marker unveiling. 
 
Historic Properties Glimpse - Mark Reed 
Mark Reed said that the Historical Review Board has no agenda items in November, so he has 
nothing to report.   
 
Old Business  
Mr. Reed reminded the Commission that they should be thinking of the 2020/2021 Priorities and 
Goals for the historic preservation program.  Please review and send idea/thoughts of what we 
might want to do for 2020 and beyond. 
 
New Business 
Mr. Reed said a grant opportunity from the National Park Service called the Underrepresented 
Communities Historic Preservation Fund Grant had come to his attention.  He said we can 
request up to $50,000 for projects that primarily entail surveying and/or nominating 
underrepresented communities.   
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Mr. Reed noted that we just completed a survey that identified four such communities – 
Doyletown, L & J Gardens, Queen City and Seatack.  He said that he has reached out to all four 
communities about the opportunity.  He noted that DHR would need to evaluate each for 
eligibility and provide a letter to include in the application package. The deadline for 
communities to state they want to participate is prior to the DHR December 5th evaluation 
meeting.  The submittal date is December 17th for the grant application. 
 
Announcements:  Please make sure you submit your ideas to the comprehensive plan.  The goal 
is to get 10,000 touches into the comprehensive plan.  The survey will be up online through 
November. publicinput.com/VBCompPlan  Mark Shea, the City’s Comprehensive Planning 
Coordinator, will make a presentation to the Commission at the January 8 meeting. 
 
Harriet Frenzel said that the Friends of the Virginia Beach Historic Houses is working on a small 
grant program for beautifying small historical areas. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting closed at 6:32. 
 
The next general meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission will be on Wednesday, 
December 4, 2019, at 5:00 at the Towne Bank Building, Suite 500. 
 
 
 

http://publicinput.com/VBCompPlan
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