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VIRGINIA BEACH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
March 4, 2020, 5:00 pm 

Towne Bank Building, 2101 Parks Avenue, Suite 500 
Approved August 5, 2020

Present: 
Officers: Chair, James Wood; First Vice-Chair, Sharon Prescott; Secretary, Bobbie 

Gribble; Immediate Past Chair, Bill Gambrell 
Members: Jennifer Estes, Sharon Felton, Michael Hucles, Richard Klobuchar, Ian 

Lichacz, Lee Lockamy, Christi Lyons, Rachel McGraw 
Council Liaison: Rosemary Wilson 
Staff:  Mark Reed 

PURPOSE: The purpose of the Commission is to advise the City Council and the Departments 
of Planning and Community Development and Museums on all issues related to the preservation 
of historic buildings, structures and sites located in the City of Virginia Beach. 

MISSION: The mission of the Commission shall be to preserve, protect and maintain the 
historic identity of Virginia Beach and the former Princess Anne County through a program of 
advocacy and increased public awareness of involvement. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Welcome/Introductions/Remarks 
Chair Jimmy Wood welcomed the Commission members. He asked Sharon Felton to read the 
Historic Preservation Commission’s Purpose.  After Ms. Felton had completed the reading, Mr. 
Wood asked Jennifer Estes to read the Historic Preservation Commission’s Mission. 

Mr. Wood welcomed newly appointed member Richard “Rick” Klobuchar to the Commission.  
Mr. Wood asked the members present to introduce themselves for Mr. Klobuchar. 

Presentation on PIFs for 1960s Resort Motels MPD and Jefferson Manor Motel Apts.  
Mr. Wood asked Mark Reed to introduce the presentation and speaker.  Mr. Reed noted that the 
2018 Architectural Survey Update for the northern half of Virginia Beach identified several 
potential building types that have potential for National Register recognition through the 
Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) process.  He said that the Commission’s Executive 
Committee had been especially interested in seeking this recognition for 1960s resort hotels.  Mr. 
Reed stated that the City subsequently contracted with Dovetail Cultural Resource Group to 
prepare the Preliminary Information Forms (PIF) for the motels MPD and for the Jefferson 
Manor Motel as the accompanying property nomination.  He said that Caitlin Sylvester prepared 
the PIF for the Motels MPD and Adriana Moss prepared the PIF for the Jefferson Manor Motel.  
He introduced Adriana Moss and said she would provide an overview of the project. 

Please see a copy of Ms. Moss’ PowerPoint presentation in Appendix 1. 
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Approval of February 12, 2019 Minutes 
Mr. Wood asked the Commission members to take a minute to review the minutes of the 
February 12 meeting. Sharon Prescott made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
Michael Hucles seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 

Committee Reports 
Annual Public Meeting April 23 
Mark Reed reported on the upcoming annual Public Meeting. He noted that they are working to 
try to finalize the agenda by the April 1st Commission meeting. He asked everyone to look over 
the draft agenda to see if anything should be added.  He noted that the agenda is full, but we 
don’t want to overlook anything.  (Please see a copy of the draft agenda in Appendix 2) 

Sharon Prescott said that we will need some volunteers to greet attendees at the sign in table. Ms. 
Prescott, Jennifer Estes, and Bobbie Gribble volunteered to assist.  Ms. Prescott noted that Mr. 
Reed would have nametags for all of the Commission members. 

Cape Henry Historic Site  
Mark Reed reported for the Cape Henry Historic Site committee.  Mr. Reed said he, Mac Rawls, 
and Bernice Pope attended a meeting with the Navy on February 19th.  It was a follow up 
meeting for the Section 106 review about the nine Cape Henry cottages that the Navy wants to 
demolish.  They are still planning to move forward on the demolition of all nine. The cottages 
have asbestos and lead paint issues and they have not been maintained well. 

Mr. Reed said the Historic Preservation Commission had requested that one cottage be retained 
and restored.  The Navy still wants to proceed with demolition of all nine.  As part of their 
mitigation strategy the Navy said they would rehab the Railway Station and use it as the location 
for the base post office. The Train Station building would then have public restrooms available.  
The Navy said the Train Station could have photographs and small exhibits about Cape Henry 
and Fort Story. 

The Navy is seeking funding to perform a historic structure report for the Train Station building. 
They will also do some intensive level surveys for a few of the cottages before they are 
demolished.   

In addition, there is a military bunker they will try to stabilize and another military structure they 
will stabilize and erect a fence around. A third military building will be demolished. 

Mr. Reed said the next step is for the Navy to create a draft Programmatic Agreement for review 
by the consulting parties. 

Historic Preservation Month 
Sharon Prescott reported on Historic Preservation Month.  She said that progress has been made 
for the Pints for Preservation activity.  Ms. Prescott noted that they are looking at using a logo 
similar to last year’s on the pint glasses with an updated year and a different shape for the glass. 
We have contacted five 5 breweries as potential partners and have three confirmed (Deadline, 
Pleasure House and Vibrant Shore). The only Happy Hour event scheduled so far will be on 
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Thursday, May 21, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Deadline.  She noted we are looking to have a Happy 
Hour each week during May. 

Ms. Prescott said we will use the Public Meeting to help advertise the events.  She asked Mark 
Reed if the Pints for Preservation press release will go out before the annual meeting.  Mr. Reed 
said it probably would since they would like to get them out about 3 weeks in advance of the first 
event.   

PACCSR 
Sharon Felton reported for the Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable.  She said 
that she, Jimmy Wood and Mark Reed participated in an interview with Scripps, a national 
media service.  She said they were interested in our concept and what had been recommended to 
City Council to do about the statue. They were interested in how a park will be created with 
context.  She said there was particular interest in how the Roundtable was created. They felt the 
Commission was an open-minded, courageous group. 

Mr. Reed said that the Scripps reporter had contacted him after having read the AP story that was 
picked up from the local paper. The reporter seemed to think Virginia Beach’s approach was 
different from other communities, most of which he said want to move their statues. 

Rosemary Wilson asked if there would be a resolution or if Council would just be approving it in 
the budget.  Mr. Reed said a resolution is being developed and will be given to Mrs. Wilson, Ms. 
Felton and Mr. Wood to review once it is complete. 

Student Leaders Committee 
Rachel McGraw reported for the Student Leaders Committee.  She said they have been working 
on the Scavenger Hunt, which is scheduled April 2 - 5. Ms. McGraw said posters will go up in 
their schools and will be mentioned in the morning announcements. She said they are looking for 
assistance from the Commission in getting prizes for those students that complete the Scavenger 
Hunt. 

She said there are 13 Clio entries that are in process and should be completed soon.  

Ms. McGraw also noted that they will be posting History Facts for Virginia Beach during 
Historic Preservation Month. 

Project Updates  
Mark Reed provided updates on several projects that are in process. 

Archaeological Assessment Southern Half 
Mr. Reed noted that the field work for this project has been completed.  He said that he is 
waiting on receiving the first draft of the written report from Dovetail Cultural Resource Group. 
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Architectural Survey Update Southern Half 
Mr. Reed said Cultural Resource Analysts continues their work on the VCRIS entries for the 
project.  He said staff has reviewed the first 100 entries and provided comments.  The first 100 
VCRIS entries have now been revised and forwarded to DHR for their review. 

Multiple Property Documentation Submission - Resort Motels/Jefferson Manor Motel PIF 
Mr. Reed noted that we had a nice presentation from Adriana Moss of Dovetail earlier in the 
meeting. He said the State Review Board meeting will be on Thursday, March 19 and we are 
expecting approval of the Motels MPD and a determination of eligible for Jefferson Manor.  He 
said we will immediately turn that around and seek proposals for the nomination step of the 
process. 

Historic Properties Glimpse 
Mark Reed provided a glimpse at the item that is on the March Historical Review Board agenda.  
He said that the City of Virginia Beach will be making a preliminary presentation on planned 
renovations to Buildings 1, 2, and 11.  The meeting is scheduled on Wednesday, March 18th at 
4:00 in the Planning Department Conference Room. He said Commission members are welcome 
to attend. Mr. Reed had some slides of drawings of the proposed renovations and went over them 
briefly. 

Building 1(current City Hall) – They are planning on putting in a loading dock area on the east 
side at the basement level.  Access would be off North Landing Road with a brick wall that will 
hide it from view and will come out to the street. On the west side of the building there are steps 
and a long ramp to the existing staff entrance.  They are planning to remove the steps and change 
the configuration of the ramp.  The parking lot will be removed to become part of the approach 
to the new city hall building to the south. 

Building 2 - The Police Department will be moving in here.  Currently it has a small rectangular 
surround, with dentil work over the east door.  The proposed design includes expansion of this 
feature to two stories tall and three bays wide with arches to go with arched windows and doors.  
On the west side, will be a secure area where the police will park. The entrance and doorway 
treatment would be expanded.  There will also be constructed a prisoner entry that would be out 
of view with the entrance below the first-floor level. The north facade will not be a public 
entrance and the current elevated walkway access will be removed. On the south side they 
propose to redesign the steps and ramps. 

Building 11 - Currently serves the Police Department and will likely be utilized by IT after the 
renovations.  Changes will be made to an existing garage type overhead door to replace it with a 
multi-lite window framed in brick with a matching window next to it.  This treatment is to get 
more light into that space. 
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Old Business 
CLG ARB Workshop - May 15 Williamsburg     
Mr. Reed reminded Commission members to sign up for the May 15 Certified Local 
Government – Architectural Review Board workshop that is being presented by DHR.  He said 
he will send out a reminder to all Commission members. 
 
Time Capsule for new City Hall building  
Jimmy Wood said he and Mark met with Tom Nicholas of Public Works/Facilities Management 
and Amanda Wells of Cultural Affairs about a Time Capsule for the new City Hall building. Mr. 
Wood said that Mr. Nicholas is very supportive of the idea and it will likely be a professional, 
purpose made time capsule that will be not be encased in the walls or ground and potentially will 
be on display in the building. It could be placed in the main entry area. Mr. Nicholas also said 
there could be wall space there for information about the City’s history. It will be provided by 
the City as part of the building project. The new City Hall is scheduled to open in October 2021. 
 
Mr. Wood said the next steps will be to gather ideas from departments and groups in the city to 
determine what folks would like to put in the time capsule.   
   
Preservation Virginia Awards Dinner April 3 
Mr. Reed reminded member that were on the Commission in 2019 that he is finalizing the list of 
attendees to the April 3 awards dinner so he can purchase tickets.  Let him know if you plan to 
attend. 
   
New Business 
Ian Lichacz asked Mr. Reed if he had visited the Ehrenzeller property (Broad Bay Manor) last 
month. Mr. Reed said that he and two staff persons from DHR visited the property, along with 
Lee Lockamy. He said there are three distinct historic sections of the house. He noted that, 
although it is often said the oldest section is from 1640, there was nothing observed that predated 
the mid—18th century.  
 
He said they went underneath, in the attic, to a ruin on the property and to a cemetery.  Mr. Reed 
noted that outside there are a lot of depressions or changes to the ground level that would 
indicate other structures may have been there.  Mike Clem, an archaeologist from DHR, will get 
some volunteers out there for archaeological investigations around the ruin, and in a few other 
areas, later this year. 
 
Adjournment 
The next General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 1, 2020, at 5:00 pm, in the Towne 
Bank Building, Suite 500.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 



Resort Hotels/Motels in Virginia 

Beach Built in the 1950s and 1960s

Prepared for the City of Virginia Beach Planning 

and Community Development

By: Adriana T. Moss & Caitlin Sylvester
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Project Overview

Why is this project 

being done?



Project Overview
• Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) 

Preliminary Information Form (PIF)
• provides baseline information for evaluating a property’s 

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility for 

the historic register

• Reviewed by DHR to evaluate if enough historic integrity 

and significance are present for NRHP nomination

• Multiple Property Documentation (MPD)
• used to nominate individual properties and historic districts that 

share a similar time period, geographic distribution, historic 

theme, and importance 

• may use a MPD to more easily list properties that meet the 

requirements specified in the document in the future



Project Overview

• Resort Hotels/Motels in Virginia Beach Built in the 1950s 

and 1960s MPD (DHR ID # 134-5383)

• Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments (DHR ID # 134-5721)



Historic Context

• Norfolk and Virginia Beach Railroad & Improvement Company and 

the Seaside Hotel and Land Company

• Post-World War II Tourism Boom and Associated Transportation 

Improvements

• The Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel

• Budget-conscious and family-friendly accommodations  



Historic Context

1950s Bird’s Eye View Published in James M. Jordan 

and Frederick S. Jordan’s 1975 
Virginia Beach: A Pictorial History.

2010 Bird’s Eye View of Virginia Beach 
Oceanfront, Virginia Beach Tourism, 2010.



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 

• All eligible properties attached to this MPD must have been designed and 

constructed to function as resort hotels and motels in Virginia Beach (current use can 

differ and apply adaptive reuse).

• The following design elements are key aspects that contribute to the resources’ 

integrity: 

• Balconies

• Original stylistic elements

• Original form

• On-site parking

• Due to the continued commercial use of these buildings, common modifications and 

updates such as window, door, and roofing replacements should be considered on a 

case-by-case basis. 



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 

Two Distinct Forms Identified in the 1950s and 1960s

Motor Inn Motel Highway Hotel

Blue Marlin Inn and Suites at 241 Pacific Avenue Royal Clipper Inn and Suites at 3508 Atlantic Avenue



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 
• Motor Inn Motel (1950s and 1960s)

• Two- or three-story buildings, often 

organized around a courtyard and/or pool

• Rooms often accessed from outside

• Typical features include front parking lot, 

small lobby, public indoor space such as a 

dining room and/or a meeting room, and 

large guest rooms



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 
• Highway Hotel (Late 1960s into 1970s)

• Subtype in Virginia Beach- the resort hotel

• Multi-story facades, often featuring a porte-

cochere or canopy

• Typical features include a larger indoor lobby, 

rooms often accessed from interior hallways, 

and a front parking lot 



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 
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Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 
• Statement of Significance

• Criterion A – Association with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of history.

• Criterion B – Association with the lives of persons significant 

in our past.

• Criterion C – Embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of 

a type, period, or method of construction or represents the 

work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 

represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 

components lack individual distinction.

• Criterion D – Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 

information important in prehistory or history. 



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 
• Statement of Significance

• The post-World War II population and development boom is 

mirrored in the resort hotel and motel construction along the 

oceanfront and prominent roads around it. 

• Once lined the beach and were so prevalent that by 1971, the 

local Chamber of Commerce noted at least 70 such facilities.

• Only 20 were found to be extant at the time of this survey as a 

result of large scale demolitions. 

• Resort hotels and motels illustrate the significant expansion of 

commerce, tourism, and recreation in the area.



Resort Hotels/Motels MPD 
• Statement of Significance

• Criterion A for embodying important historic trends related to 

development and tourism as well as entertainment and recreation in the 

City of Virginia Beach. 

• Eligibility must meet two requirements: 

• It must conform to the specific motor inn or highway hotel form.

• It must retain a reasonable amount of integrity, including the following 

key aspects: balconies, original stylistic elements, original form, and 

on-site parking. 

• Due to the continued commercial use of these buildings, common 

modifications and updates such as window, door, and roofing replacement 

should be considered on a case-by-case basis.

• Criterion C for their architectural merit or association with a prominent 

architect. An eligible resource should be a notable example of a particular 

form and style of resort hotel or motel construction. 



Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments

Address: 3300 Pacific Avenue

Original Owner: Ralph G. “Pete” 

Bosher

Architect: William Burton Alderman

Builder: O.S. Jamell and Co.

Date of Construction: 1963



Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments

Historic Images on File with Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments.



Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Historic Image on File with Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments.

Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Historic Postcard of the Plantation Motel, Flickr.com, n.d.

Circa-1965 Postcard of The Marshalls, Color Masters, Inc.

Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Historic Images on File with Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments.

Jefferson Manor Motel ApartmentsJefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Martha JeffersonThomas Jefferson
Jefferson Manor

Historic Images on File with 

Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments.

Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments



Thank You 



Virginia Beach Historic Preservation Commission 
Annual Public Meeting 

Thursday, April 23, 6:30 – 8:00/8:30 p.m. 

Draft Agenda 

Subject Presenter Time Allotted 

Welcome and Introductions Jimmy Wood 5 minutes 

Restoration Project recognition (plaque) Jimmy Wood  10 minutes 
• Cape Henry Lighthouse Elizabeth Kostelny

o Dune Restoration and Base Stabilization, pedestrian improvements
o Interior lead paint mitigation and repainting

Recognition of Captain Joey Frantzen, JEBLCFS Mac Rawls 5 minutes 

Commission Members Recognition Mac Rawls 5 minutes 
• Glenn Carwell
• Diane Horsley
• Bernice Pope

Architectural Survey Update Southern Half Mark Reed 15-20 minutes 
Laura Purvis CRA (Confirmed) 

Projects/Accomplishments/Updates Jimmy Wood 20 minutes 
• 2019 Katherine Glaize Rockwood Award for Outstanding Community Preservation
• Meeting of Three Commanders historical marker
• Sgt. Miles James historical marker
• Certified Local Government projects

o Architectural Survey – Southern Half
o Archaeological Assessment – Southern Half

• Recommendations on the Confederate Statue

Student Leaders Committee Caroline Dixon 10 minutes 
• Highlight Scavenger Hunt Rachel McGraw 
• Clio
• Legislative Advocacy Day

Appendix 2



 
Historic Houses/Cultural Affairs   Emily Labows (Confirmed) 10 minutes 
 
 
Research Grant Program    Mark Reed   15-20 minutes 

• Note 2020 Grant awards (handout list of past projects) 
• Note 2021 Application timeline and process 

 
African American Communities Part 2  Edna Hendrix (Confirmed) 

• May have video 
• Focus on a community (Brown Town), event (1878 election riot), person (Littleton 

Owens) 
 
 
Historic Preservation Month    Sharon Prescott  10 minutes 

• Pints for Preservation (flyer handout) 
 

115 minutes 
03/04/2020 
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