VIRGINIA BEACH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
January 9, 2019, 5:00 pm
Towne Bank Building, 2101 Parks Avenue, Suite 500
Approved February 6, 2019
Present:
Officers:

Council Liaison:
Staff:

Chair, William Gambrell; First Vice-Chair, James Wood;
Second Vice-Chair, Sharon Prescott; Secretary, Bobbie Gribble;
Immediate Past Chair, Bernice Pope
Michel Ashe, Glenn Carwell, Jennifer Estes, Sharon Felton, Harriet
Frenzel, James Jordan, Katie Paulson, Brianna Perez, Mac Rawls
Rosemary Wilson
Mark Reed, Bill Landfair

Public:

Sean Diment

Members:

Welcome/Introductions/Remarks - Bill Gambrell
Bill Gambrell wished everyone a Happy New Year. Mr. Gambrell read the Purpose and Mission
of the Historic Preservation Commission
Approval of December 5, 2018 Minutes - Bobbie Gribble
Mr. Gambrell asked the members to review the minutes of the December 5 general meeting.
Jimmy Wood made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Sharon
Prescott. The minutes were approved as presented
Election of Officers - Bernice Pope, Nominating Committee Chair
Bernice Pope read the Nominating Committee’s recommended slate of officers:
Chair – William Gambrell
First Vice-Chair – James Wood
Second Vice-Chair – Sharon Prescott
Secretary – Bobbie Gribble
Ms. Pope asked if there were any nominations from the floor. Hearing none, a vote was taken
and the slate was approved unanimously.
Public Meeting - Sharon Prescott
Ms. Prescott noted that the proposed dates that are being looked at for the annual Public Meeting
are Wednesday, April 10 or Wednesday, April 17. It was noted that April 17th is in the middle
of Spring Break for the Schools. The Commission members generally agreed that April 10
would be preferred.
Ms. Prescott noted that the Central Library will be undergoing renovation work and is not
available to us. She said the committee had discussed using Building 19 at the Municipal Center.
Councilperson Wilson suggested the Convention Center might be a better option. The theater at
TCC was also suggested, as was a space at the Sandler Center. After some general discussion it
was indicated that the Convention Center was the preferable choice. Mark Reed will check the
availability for April 10.

Ms. Prescott provided an initial draft meeting agenda.
• Architectural Survey Presentation - Laura Purvis, CRA
• Historic Houses - Thoroughgood House 300th Anniversary - Anne Miller
• Historic Preservation Month - Sharon Prescott
• Restoration Project recognition (plaque) - William E. Wood House - Ed Hewitt,
Josh Canada
• Projects/Accomplishments/Updates
• Strategic Planning Public Engagement
Mr. Gambrell said that it would be good if one of the research grant awardees could make a
presentation on their research. He also said that it would be good to ask another organization in
the city that is involved in Historic Preservation in Virginia Beach to talk about their work. He
suggested the historical society or friends of historic houses. Mr. Reed said he would select one
of the interesting research subjects and would contact Mrs. Henley regarding the Historical
Society.
Committee Reports:
Historic Preservation Month - Sharon Prescott
Ms. Prescott reported on the progress of activities for May for Historic Preservation Month. For
the Pints for Preservation awareness and fund raising activity:
• Coaster designs are being finalized - created by Jimmy Jordan
• Two Breweries have committed and two are interested.
• For each pint sold of the ‘designated’ brew - money will go for Historic Preservation

Ms. Prescott noted that the Student Members are working on a Scavenger Hunt activity. Brianna
Perez noted that they have picked six different historical markers as the object for the hunt. She
said they are also looking at some way of making Clio as part of the Scavenger Hunt. Ms. Perez
also said they are trying to incorporate development of a float at the Pungo Strawberry Festival.
She noted that the Students started a Twitter account to promote these activities.
Ms. Prescott said Mark is working with the city with the MOU relative to the money being raised
during Historic Preservation Month.
See Appendix 1 for the Historic Preservation Month planning timeline.
See Appendix 2 for some of the proposed text on the beverage coasters drafted by staff.
Historic Buildings in the Central Beach District - Bernice Pope
Ms. Pope asked if she could discuss a new business item at this point since she has to leave early.
She said that we may want to create a committee for the beach area to identify properties that
would be worth preserving in the ViBe or the Central Beach District. Jimmy Wood suggested the
Threatened Building Committee take this on as a priority.
It was noted that Jennifer Estes is the chair of the Threatened Buildings Committee. Bill asked if
Bernice and Jennifer could get together and brainstorm. It was also suggested someone from
VBHPC be on the board of The ViBe.

Rosemary Wilson said she will see about setting up a meeting between Economic Development
and the VBHPC so we know about any grants that are available that could be used for building
rehabilitation.
Mr. Gambrell said Kate Pittman with the ViBe indicated that she would be interested in having a
subcommittee that could advise property owners and tenants about the historic elements that
should be preserved.
Bernice also asked if she could talk about the City’s historic houses. Ms. Pope said that last
month she brought up about the Francis Land House and an Open House they were holding on
February 8 about their proposed WWII exhibit. Ms. Pope said she attended the Open House.
They are planning on putting everything in the house in storage and do some HVAC and
electrical work.
Ms. Pope said she talked with Cynthia Spanoulis and told her that the Commission did not know
anything about the changes they are planning. She noted that she had spoken with Rosemary
Wilson and Mark Reed about this. Ms. Pope proposed that the Department of Museums should
come and make a presentation about what the plans are for the City’s historic houses. Bill
Gambrell asked Mr. Reed to prepare a letter for his signature to invite Ms. Spanoulis to make a
presentation at the Commission’s February general meeting.
Mac Rawls indicated the Commission is the guardian of all historic houses and we need to know
what is going on with the VB Historic Houses. He noted that back in its heyday, these three
houses had more attendance than any historic homes this side of Williamsburg.
Councilperson Wilson said she will be going tomorrow with Louis Jones to talk with the City
Manager regarding the City operated historic houses. She said she is very concerned about the
three houses. They are city owned and a city responsibility. Mrs. Wilson said she will likely ask
for an evaluation committee to be put together to see how the historic houses are being utilized
and how we can do better. She said she had talked to Jimmy Wood about being involved since he
had done such a great job with the Confederate statue committee She noted that the caretaker’s
cottage at the Lynnhaven House is currently just being used for storage. Mr. Wood said he
would be delighted to assist and Mac Rawls, former director of the Department of Museums,
said he would be a resource.
Sharon Felton talked about the Saplings Program that should be utilizing the Virgina Beach
Historic Houses. She said she had talked with teachers and they weren’t getting the access to
programs that they wanted.
Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable - Jimmy Wood, Sharon Felton
Mr. Wood said they will set up a meeting with the Mayor this month. The next steps would be to
get feedback on the draft recommendations and then make a proposal.
Student Leaders - Brianna Perez, Victoria McQuay
See Appendix 3 for the Student Leaders Committee Report.

Project Updates - Mark Reed
Architectural Survey - Northern Half
Mr. Reed noted that Cultural Resource Analysts and Debra McClane, Architectural Historian did
an excellent job with this report. He said we probably received a $60,000 product for $32,000.
Mr. Reed passed around a printed copy for members to look at and he passed around CDs with a
digital copy of the report for each member.
Please see Appendix 4 for the Abstract and Recommendations from the report.
Councilperson Wilson suggested that a presentation should be made to City Council
Mr. Reed noted that the next related project will be to do a survey of the southern half of
Virginia Beach.
Cape Henry Lighthouse Construction
Mr. Reed said that they recently did a concrete pour on January 3rd. The next and final concrete
pour is scheduled for next Tuesday (weather permitting). We are still on time and within budget
on the project. The expected completion date is March 2019.
Mr. Reed noted that the Virginian Pilot is interested in doing an article on construction progress
and he is trying to coordinate them getting out to the site during the final concrete pour.
Cavalier Shores National Register Nomination
Mr. Reed said that the Cavalier Shores Historic District was listed in the Virginia Landmarks
Register on December 13, 2019. He attended the hearing with Bernice Pope.
Mr. Reed noted that listing of Cavalier Shores in the National Register of Historic Places is
pending due to the government shutdown, so there likely will be some delay in getting this
through the National Park Service once they are back.
Carraway House Archaeology
Mr. Reed stated that the fieldwork has been completed at the Carraway House site. There were
no significant discoveries. From the preliminary discussions with the archaeologists all
buildings and the cemetery appear to have been moved to the present site.
Mr. Reed made the point we need to do more archaeological surveys on other properties in
Virginia Beach, especially in existing Historic and Cultural Districts.
FY17 Research Grants
Mr. Reed said that the Meeting of Three Commanders historical marker dedication ceremony is
scheduled for Thursday, January 31 at 3:00 p.m. The NATO Commander, General Lanata, and
Mayor Dyer will both be speaking at the dedication ceremony.
Jimmy Wood said it was important for the Commission to be involved. He asked if a member of
the Commission would be speaking at the ceremony. Mr. Reed said that they had just confirmed

the date and are working on other speakers. He said that a representative from the Commission
would be included. The Chair said he would be happy to represent the Commission if Mr. Reed
would draft some remarks for him.
This is the final FY17 Research Grant project to be completed.
2018 Research Grants
Mr. Reed noted that most of the 2018 Research Grant awardees have made their required draft
submittals. He said that some initial reviews have been completed and several draft submittals
are currently under review.
Historic Properties – Glimpse – Mark Reed
Mr. Reed said the Historical Review Board has no items for their January 2019 agenda.
Mr. Reed noted that the Weblin House rezoning request will be going to the Planning
Commission Feb 13, 2019. The request is to rezone from R-10 to Conditional PD-H2 District
with underlying R-10. The proposed project would involve demolishing some deteriorating 20thcentury agricultural buildings and constructing some new residential units. The milk barn would
also get renovated for residential units. The residential units would be arranged as a residential
cooperative.
Mr. Reed showed a slide with a diagram of the property with the proposed new construction and
renovations. The slide also included an artist rendering of the new residential construction and
the renovated milk barn.
Mr. Reed noted that DHR holds a preservation easement on the property and they have indicated
that this would be acceptable. He said that the property owner had hired a cultural resource
management firm that has been working closely with DHR on the project.
Mr. Gambrell asked if a letter from the Commission would be helpful. Bill Landfair said that it
would be helpful. Mr. Reed said that the Planning Department has received numerous letters
from nearby residents, none of which are in support of it. Mr. Gambrell said that the letter
should not be in support of the project, but would note the Commission has review the basic
proposal and it will not have an adverse effect on the historical character of the Weblin House or
its setting. Mr. Gambrell asked Mr. Reed to draft a letter for him.
Old Business
Mr. Reed noted that the African American Heritage Month Mayoral Proclamation is scheduled
on Tuesday, February 5, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber. He said the
proclamation would be accepted by representatives of the Seatack Community Civic League and
the African American Cultural Center. Sharon Felton said that each year moving forward a
different historic African American Community will stand and be recognized and will receive
the Proclamation.
New Business
Mr. Reed reminded the Commission members that their Financial Disclosure form is due to the
City Clerk by Feb 1st. He noted that the Student Members do not need to submit one.

Mr. Reed also reminded the Commission members that the Legislative Reception will be held on
Wednesday, January 23 at 5:30 p.m. in Richmond. It will be in the Hilton on Broad Street in the
old Miller & Rhoades building. Mark Reed said he did not see any pressing historic preservation
items in this year’s pre-submitted bills for the General Assembly session. He said he would keep
an eye out for any once the session starts. He noted that if anyone wants to go up, we can car
pool.
Mr. Rawls noted the December meeting minutes and his recommendation that the Commission
assess properties on 17th Street and in the ViBe District for their historical presence. He asked if
the Executive Committee had discussed this. Mr. Gambrell said they had not directly talked
about it. Mr. Reed noted the Executive Committee had a lengthy discussion with Kate Pittman
about building rehabilitation in the ViBe so there was significant discussion on the subject. Mr.
Rawls noted that the discussion and action today to have the Threatened Buildings committee
look into it seems to have addressed the issue he raised.
Harriet Frenzel noted a letter to the editor in the Virginian-Pilot regarding Pleasant Hall that did
not accurately reflect the December presentation to the Commission. Mr. Gambrell said it was
very disappointing. Mr. Reed said he had talked with Marie Roberson about the letter after it
appeared. He noted that he had previously talked with Mary Carolyn France about asking the
Commission for a letter of support and she had decided that they would not ask the Commission
for one at the time she sent a thank you letter to Mr. Gambrell following the December meeting.
Ms. Roberson, who wrote the letter to the Pilot, apparently thought Ms. France had requested a
letter. Mr. Reed said she seemed genuinely surprised when he shared with her an email from
Ms. France that said she had decided not to request a letter at that time, although Ms. Roberson
had been copied in Ms. France’s e-mail.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Appendix 1
Historic Preservation Month in Virginia Beach – May 2019
Plan of Action
Timeline
October 2018
•
•
•
•

Initiate committee meetings
o Committee meeting held 10/16
o Committee meeting held 11/26
Develop Timeline
o Draft Developed 10/16
Get additional information on Pints for Preservation MOA from City Attorney
Discuss MOA with Preservation Virginia

November 2018
•

•

Refine Pints for Preservation Plan
o Develop brewery participation details
 Outline developed 10/23
 Outline revised 11/20
o Meet with brewery representatives
 Meeting with Darrell Cuenca, Deadline Brewing 10/23
 Meeting with Lauryn Adam, Farmhouse Brewing 12/06
o Initiate coaster design development
 Basic coaster text initiated 11/26
Initiate work with Student Leaders Committee
o Clio
o Scavenger Hunt
 Student Leaders Committee Meeting 11/19
 Student Leaders Committee Meeting 12/10

December 2018
•
•
•

Meet with History Museums
Finalize brewery participants
o Information sent to Commonwealth Brewing 12/06
Finalize MOA

January 2019
•

Finalize coaster design(s)

•

Finalize cup/pint glass designs (if we are doing them)

February 2019
•
•
•
•

Order coasters
Order cups
Finalize May events
Initiate poster design

March 2019
• Order posters
• Draft proclamation
• Finalize Scavenger Hunt plans
• Strawberry Festival Planning
April 2019
•
•
•
•
•

Draft Press Release
Issue Press Release
Distribute Posters
Promote at Public Meeting
Prepare Social Media Info

May 2019
•
•
•
•

Mayor’s Proclamation – May 7
Pints for Preservation Events
Scavenger Hunt
Strawberry Festival – May 25

Appendix 2
Draft Text for Historic Preservation Month Coasters

Draft Text for Historic Preservation Month Coasters

1/09/2019

Appendix 3
Virginia Beach Historic Preservation Commission
Committee Reports
January 9, 2019
Student Leaders Committee
Co-Chairs:

Victoria McQuay, Brianna Perez Commission Sponsor: Sharon Felton

The committee met December 10, 2018
The committee welcomed new member Charles Lavene from Kempsville High School.
Committee member Mrs. Christi Lyons also attended.
Historic Preservation Month was discussed and an outline for the Scavenger Hunt was created
(see below).
The committee decided on creating a Float for the Strawberry Festival to help raise awareness
about the Historic Preservation Commission. We will also assist the Commission in developing a
captivating booth (using on hand measuring tapes as a giveaway, and possible other activities).
For African American Heritage Month (February) we are planning on partnering with Salem
High School’s Black History Month Assembly to perform a spoken word presentation based on
slavery in Princess Anne County. It will be performed by Niaylah Mascall.
Other possible events discussed included using morning announcements for Women’s History
Month and attending Landstown High School’s VBCPS Partnership Expo & PTA Vendor Fair
on March 2 to advertise the Scavenger Hunt and the Strawberry Festival.
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