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VIRGINIA BEACH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
January 8, 2020, 5:00 pm 

Towne Bank Building, 2101 Parks Avenue, Suite 500 
Approved February 12, 2020 

Present: 
Officers: Chair, William Gambrell; First Vice-Chair, James Wood; Secretary, 

Bobbie Gribble 
Members: Caroline Dixon, Harriet Frenzel, Sharon Felton, Ian Lichacz, Christi 

Lyons, Rachel McGraw, Katie Paulson, Mac Rawls 
City Council Liaison: Rosemary Wilson 
Staff: Mark Reed, Bobby Tajan, Mark Shea 

Public:  Sean Diment, Andy Kincaid 

PURPOSE: The purpose of the Commission is to advise the City Council and the Departments 
of Planning and Community Development and Museums on all issues related to the preservation 
of historic buildings, structures and sites located in the City of Virginia Beach. 

MISSION: The mission of the Commission shall be to preserve, protect and maintain the 
historic identity of Virginia Beach and the former Princess Anne County through a program of 
advocacy and increased public awareness of involvement. 

The meeting opened at 5:00. 

Welcome/Introductions/Remarks  
Bill Gambrell welcomed everyone who was in attendance.  He read the Purpose and Mission. 

A Message from the Director of Planning and Community Development 
Bobby Tajan announced to the Commission that they are being recognized by Preservation 
Virginia’s Awards Committee.  He noted that the Commission will receive the 2019 Katherine 
Glaize Rockwood Award for  Outstanding Community Preservation. It is recognition of the 
commission for their efforts to protect and promote Virginia Beach’s rich historic assets. 

Mr. Tajan thanked the Commission for their good work and their dedication to historic 
preservation in the City. He noted that this award is especially meaningful since the City often 
nominates itself for these awards, but in this case, it was Preservation Virginia staff that 
nominated the Commission.   

Mac Rawls noted that the letter includes City staff person Mark Reed in the recognition. 

Virginia Beach Comprehensive Plan 2021 Presentation  
Mark Shea, Comprehensive Planning Coordinator for the City of Virginia Beach, provided an 
overview of the 2021 Comprehensive Plan process. (Please see page 6 of these minutes for the 
presentation on the Comprehensive Plan process.) 
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Comprehensive Plan Subject Areas: 
Public Input 
Land Use 
Military 
Transportation 
Environmental 
Housing 
Economic Vitality 
City Services 
Historic & Cultural Resources 

Bobby Tajan, Director of the Department of Planning and Community Development made a few 
comments about including historic and cultural resources in the planning document. He noted 
that Mark Reed and the Commission will be tasked with suggesting actionable steps that would 
look at incentivizing people to keep historic buildings intact. 

Bill Gambrell noted that the Historic Preservation Commission is very interested in maintaining 
and preserving housing stock. 

Approval of December 4, 2019 Minutes 
Bill Gambrell asked the Commission to review the minutes from the December 4 meeting. 
Jimmy Wood made a motion to approve as presented. Harriet Frenzel seconded the motion. The 
minutes were unanimously approved. 

Election of Officers 2020 - Nominating Committee Slate 
Mac Rawls, Nominating Committee chair, presented the slate of officers for 2020. Bill Gambrell 
asked if there were any nominations from the floor. There were none. Mr. Gambrell made the 
motion to approve the slate as presented.  Sharon Felton seconded the motion. The slate was 
unanimously approved. The officers for the Historic Preservation Commission for 2020 are: 

Chair - Jimmy Wood 
First Vice-Chair - Sharon Prescott 
Second Vice-Chair - Mac Rawls 
Secretary - Bobbie Gribble 

Jimmy Wood took over the duties of presiding over the meeting as the new chair. Mr. Wood 
thanked Bill Gambrell for his three years of service as chair of the Commission. 

Committee Reports 
Cape Henry Historic Site 
Mac Rawls reported for the Cape Henry Historic Site committee.  He noted that the Cape Henry 
Historic Site committee met on January 6.  He noted that due to some absences it was primarily a 
meeting with Preservation Virginia.  Mr. Rawls said that access continues to be a problem. He 
said a Chinese National was arrested for being in the wrong place on the base. In another 
incident, a person tried to drive through the gate and killed one of the guards there. 
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Mr. Rawls said the biggest problem is parking.  There are not enough parking spaces to 
accommodate everyone who parks to ride the shuttle bus. As a result attendance is going down.  
We will try to set up a meeting with the Navy.  Right now, they are turning people away and 
telling them to park in the neighborhood.  It seems that a short-term solution would be simple -  
to let people park on the grass; however, the Navy doesn’t want to do that.  Ultimately the 
parking lot needs to be expanded to meet the demand in peak season. 
 
Mr. Rawls said there is a new person who is in charge of operations for the Cape Henry 
Lighthouse.  Her name is Arianna DiMucci.  He said our highest priority there is the train station 
as far as development of historic interest.  Mr. Rawls noted that the Lighthouse will be able to 
include a historic bunker (used to track foreign submarines and ships during the war) in their 
tours in 2020. 
  
PACCSR  
Sharon Felton reported for the Princess Anne County Confederate Statue Roundtable.  She said 
that she and Jimmy Wood will be meeting with City Council to present the recommendations on 
January 28th around 2:00 p.m. in the City Manager’s Conference Room. She noted that the issue 
started out as a very touchy situation but has smoothed out since then. 
 
Ms. Felton said that she, Jimmy Wood and Mark Reed participated in a video production of the 
process that the City’s Communications Office put together. She said they expect to see a draft 
soon and the plan is to debut it during the Council briefing. She noted that everything is ready to 
go forward and she thanked everyone for their support. 
   
Student Leaders Committee  
Caroline Dixon and Rachel McGraw reported for the Student Leaders committee.  They noted 
that at their December meeting they reviewed progress on their Clio entries.  An outline was 
introduced by Ms. Lyons to write up entries so there is uniformity.   
 
They have been developing a social media presence with @preserveVB.  The homework 
assigned to the committee members is to gather interesting facts about local military history and 
other topics so they can start uploading a “Fact of the Week” to Twitter and Instagram. 
 
Poster options are being developed and will be voted on next meeting for advertising the 
Scavenger Hunt. They will also be discussing clues for the scavenger hunt at their next meeting. 
   
2020/2021 Priorities and Goals 
Mark Reed briefly discussed the draft Priorities and Goals for 2020 and 2021.  He asked the 
members to go over this one more time to look for items that need to be added to the list.  He 
also asked them to look at committees and let him know what areas they want to work in.  He 
noted that the Sea Level Rise committee needs a chair due to Bernice Pope rotating off the 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Reed was asked to add another statement/committee to look into developing a mechanism to 
reduce taxation on land for properties that have historic buildings.  In many cases the cost of the 
taxes is far higher than preserving the building would warrant.   
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Mr. Reed was also asked to add a committee to develop recommendations related to the City’s 
2021 Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Ian Lichacz noted that the City’s digital archives seem very thin. 
 
Historic Properties Glimpse  
Mark Reed provided a glimpse of upcoming applications for Certificates of Appropriateness to 
the Historical Review Board. He noted that the City has applied to replace the roof on the deWitt 
Cottage at 1113 Atlantic Avenue.  Their proposal is to replace with like materials. 
 
Mr. Reed said the Kellam House at 2384 Princess Anne Rd has applied to have a business sign 
installed.  This is located in the Courthouse Historic and Cultural District.  Mr. Reed noted that 
they have received a use permit for assemblies, and they plan to rent the grounds for receptions.  
He showed a graphic of the sign and explained the materials and dimensions.   
  
Project Updates 
Mark Reed provided updates on contracted projects. He noted that the Archaeological 
Assessment for the southern half of the City is getting underway. He said they held a Public 
Information Session on December 5th at the Creeds Ruritan Barn.  Approximately twelve 
attended including two Commission members, Sharon Prescott and Jennifer Estes.  He noted that 
they had also met with Barbara Henley’s history group on December 11 and received some good 
information from them. The project field work will begin in mid-January. 
 
Fieldwork for the Architectural Survey Update for the southern half of the City being done by 
Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. has been completed.  They are working on VCRIS entries and   
have submitted the first 50 draft entries for review. Their project is expected to be completed in 
May.  
 
The Multiple Property Documentation Submission PIF for Resort Motels and the Jefferson 
Manor Motel Apartments PIF project is underway.  Mr. Reed held the kickoff meeting with 
Dovetail Cultural Resource Group on December 11.  The consultants performed a site visit at the 
Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments on January 8.  It is expected that the completed PIFs will be 
submitted in time for the March State Review Board meeting.  He said that the consultant has a 
scheduled presentation for the March 4th Historic Preservation Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Reed then discussed the National Park Service Underrepresented Communities grant 
application.  He noted that PIFs for L & J Gardens and Seatack were considered by the State 
Review Board on December 12.  Both L & J Gardens and Seatack were determined eligible for 
the National Register.  Mr. Reed said we needed that determination in order to apply for the 
grant.  He said that the grant application was submitted prior to the deadline, and he received 
notice that it had been validated on December 17. He noted that it will be 120 days until the grant 
awards are announced 
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Mr. Reed noted that the Skirmish at James’s Planation state historical highway marker was 
approved by DHR on December 12.  He said the dedication ceremony has tentatively been 
scheduled for Saturday, February 15 at Nimmo Church.  Mr. Reed noted that the marker won’t 
be shipped until February 28.  He said the February 15 date coincides with the anniversary of the 
skirmish.  He asked if the Commission has any objections to the dedication ceremony taking 
place without the marker in place to be unveiled. The general discussion was that it was okay 
since it was being done on the anniversary of the historic event. 
 
Old Business 
Mark Reed noted that the Central Library Auditorium has been reserved for the Commission’s 
Annual Public Meeting on Thursday, April 23rd.  The meeting is tentatively planned to begin at 
6:30 p.m. and will go until 8:00 or 8:30. Mr. Reed said he will coordinate with the new Second 
Vice-Chair, Mac Rawls, to continue the planning process. 
 
New Business 
Mr. Reed noted that Preservation Virginia’s Legislative Reception will take place on 
Wednesday, February 5 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. To allow Commission members to attend, the 
February Commission meeting date has been moved to the second Wednesday.  Mr. Reed said 
that they are planning to take members from the Student Leaders Committee to Richmond on 
February 5 for Legislative Advocacy Day and to attend the Reception 
 
Mr. Reed said that there is a grant opportunity through the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation African American Heritage Action Fund.  He said that a Letter of Intent is due 
January 15.  He said he is planning to request funding for an African American Communities 
Historical Highway Marker Initiative that would result in state historical highway markers for 14 
historically African American communities that were identified through Edna Hendrix’s research 
paper and were surveyed in the recently completed architectural survey update for the northern 
half of the city.  Mr. Reed said that if the project outlined in the Letter of Intent is of interest to 
the National Trust then a grant application would be due on May 1. 
 
Mr. Reed provided a reminder to Commission members that their Financial Disclosure 
Statements a due February 3 
 
Adjournment 
The next Historic Preservation Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 12, 
2020 at 5:00 p.m. in the Towne Bank Building, Suite 500. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2021 Comprehensive Plan Update
Virginia Beach Vision

February 2, 2020

Mark Shea, AICP
Comprehensive Planning 
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Presentation Overview

• Public Input Video
• What is the Comprehensive Plan?
• Roles?
• How can citizens participate?
• Survey summary
• Schedule
• Questions from audience
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Public Input Video

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdIdN_mNJFQ&feature=youtu.b
e
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What is a Comprehensive Plan?
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• A vision for the future

• Guides City departmental strategic 
goals and policy

• Basis for land use decisions/growth 
management

• Guides our physical appearance

• Allows for accountable 
implementation



Virginia Beach’s 2016 Comprehensive Plan
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Highlights of Virginia Beach’s 2016 Comprehensive Plan
• Protects the rural area with 

continuance of Green Line 
policies and Transition Area 
guidelines.  The Green line was 
first established in the 1979 Plan.

• Advances efforts to steer future 
growth to the 8 Strategic Growth 
Areas.  Twelve SGA’s were first 
identified in the 2003 Plan.  
Several were renamed as 
Special Economic Growth Areas.
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Subject Areas 
• Land Use 
• Military 
• Transportation 
• Environmental
• Historic/Cultural Resources 
• Housing 
• Economic Vitality
• City Services (Learning, Leisure, Public Safety, Human Services)
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How can stakeholders participate?
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There will be multiple phases of initial input:

Phase 1 – Questionnaire related to general  
vision of the City. Will be conducted in 
person and on the web. COMPLETED

Phase 2 – Pop up meetings in the 
community to provide opportunities to 
provide basic information about the plan 
and allow for follow up discussion.

Phase 3 – Traditional public meetings in 
various locations in the City to provide for in 
depth discussion of various subject area 
policies. 

Phase 4 – Formal Public Hearings.



Summary of Survey
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• Survey questions developed by staff through use of the ten City 
Council Strategic Goal Teams (SGT’s) and tailored to fit the 
PublicInput.com platform

• VB2040 Committee and City staff marketed the survey at numerous 
to civic/business organizations, City Boards, and at over a dozen 
large special events.  City Communications staff promoted the 
survey using the various social media outlets.

• There were a total of 3,056 participants with 573 subscribers 
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General Schedule 
• 9/19 to 4/20 - Initial three public input phases
• 4/20 to 12/20 - Develop draft plan 
• 1/21 to 2/21 – Public input regarding draft plan
• 2/21 to 4/21 – Development of public hearing draft
• 5/21 to 6/21 – Planning Commission/City Council public Hearing and 

adoption of plan
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For More Information:
Contact:

Mark Shea, Comprehensive Planning Coordinator
Meshea@vbgov.com

757-385-2908

Webpage:
www.vbgov.com/ourfutureVB
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