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Request
An Ordinance to amend Section 241.2 of the City Zoning Ordinance pertaining to the revocation of Grandfather Status
and City Council Findings.
This Ordinance is requested by Councilman Guy Tower, Beach District and was referred to the Planning Commission by
City Council.

Summary of Request
The Short Term Rental Ordinance was adopted by City Council on January 15, 2019. When it was adopted, City Council
realized that a large number of Short Term Rentals were operating in the City and paying the appropriate transient
occupancy taxes with the Commissioner of Revenue’s Office. As such, Council included in the adopted ordinance that
any property that was registered and paying the appropriate taxes with the COR prior to July 1, 2018 would be
Grandfathered. The grandfathered status would alleviate the property from the requirement to obtain a Conditional Use
Permit to operate as a Short Term Rental. Note that this does not apply to properties located in the Sandbridge Special
Service District, as State legislation alleviates the Conditional Use Permit requirement for those properties.
Currently, the grandfathered status of a property runs in perpetuity with the land. Grandfather status can only be
removed if the Short Term Rental is increased by 1,000 square feet or by 25%, whichever is greater. This amendment
would establish a twenty-four (24) month time period in which the grandfather status could be administratively
removed by the Planning Director if the property was not used as a Short Term Rental during that period. This time
period is consistent with the current ordinance regulation that states a nonconforming use loses its’ nonconforming
status if it is no operated as such for 24 months.
The second part of this proposed amendment adds a “findings” section into Section 241.2. This provides guidance for
City Council, Planning Commission and staff to consider when reviewing Short Term Rental applications. The intent of
this Section is to provide further guidance in review of Short Term Rental applications. The proposal includes four
“findings” which are summarized below.
1. The density of Short Term Rentals in the immediate vicinity of the property should not change the
characteristics of the neighborhood.
2. Parking should be readily available, and done in an aesthetically pleasing and environmentally friendly way.
Alternative parking solutions should be reasonable as to be practically used by the renters of the Short Term
Rental.
3. The potential increased occupancy of the Short Term Rental is compatible with the character of the
residential neighborhood, particularly regarding additional noise, trash, and other possible nuisances.
4. Recognizing that Short Term Rentals are a needed resource in the City, particularly in close proximity to
venues, districts and areas that generate a high volume of people and visitors.
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Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of these Ordinance amendments. The first proposed amendment regarding grandfathering
will allow City Council to have the opportunity to have input on Short Term Rentals that have not operated for more
than two years. As these rentals have not operated, it is beneficial to be able to consider the impact they may have on
the surrounding neighborhood if they are again used as a Short Term Rental. The “Findings” section will provide a basis
to which Short Term Rental applications can be evaluated and approved or denied, and provide further clarity in the
review process.
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