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An Ordinance to Amend Sections 501, 801, 901, 1001 and 1110 of the City Zoning Ordinance pertaining to Home-based 
Wildlife Rehabilitation 
 

 
At the request of Councilwoman Wooten, Staff has drafted an ordinance that would permit home-based wildlife 
rehabilitation in the residential districts, absent the R-2.5 district. Currently this use is a conditional use in these districts. 
All home-based wildlife rehabilitation facilities would be required to follow the regulations set forth in section 242.3 of 
the City Zoning Ordinance. A summary of those regulations is provided below: 
 

a. Each operator shall provide: 
1. Adequate food and water; 
2. Adequate and appropriate shelter; 
3. Adequate exercise; 
4. Adequate lighting; and 
5. Veterinary care as necessary. 

b. Each operator shall have valid permitting from the VA Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries 
c. Operator may only hold species to which they are permitted for a period longer than 24 hours. 
d. Operator cannot hold more animals than available caging.  
e. No animal shall be held at facility for greater than 180 days. 
f. Animals must be kept such that there is no nuisance deemed by the Zoning Administrator to be detrimental to 

the community health (insects, noise, odor, dust, or similar) 
g. Removal of dead animals in accordance with City Code Section 5-14. 
h. Removal of all waste in accordance with City Code Section 31-7. 
i. All structures housing animals shall comply to zoning dimensional regulations and shall not occupy more than 20 

percent of the lot or be greater than eight-feet in height.  
j. No signage is permitted. 

  

 
Staff recommends approval of this ordinance. Home-based wildlife rehabilitation facilities are a necessary service that 
are in demand in the City of Virginia Beach. Although City facilities are available, the need for this service exceeds its 
capacity. This amendment would make the process easier and faster for property owners desiring to provide this 
service. City Council has approved many home-based wildlife rehab facilities in the past several years, and the Zoning 
Division has not received any complaints regarding their operation. This use is also highly regulated by the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.  
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