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An Ordinance to Amend Section 201 of the City Zoning Ordinance pertaining to fences or walls in setback, fences 
adjacent to sound walls and replacement of nonconforming fences. 
 

 
This amendment changes the existing fence ordinance to allow more flexibility in the location of privacy fences on 
corner lots and lots adjacent to sound walls. Additionally, this amendment changes the scope of repairs that can be 
made to a nonconforming fence. The specific changes are summarized below. 
 

• The setback for a privacy fence for the side yard when adjacent to a street is reduced from the full setback 
distance (typically 20 or 30 feet) to ten feet. Where any fence is located within ten feet of the property line, 
category I landscaping is required to be planted along the fence. 

• Aluminum is added as a material considered to be “maintenance free.” 
• Privacy fence may be installed in the setback adjacent to a right-of-way when the property is directly adjacent to 

a sound-wall associated with a city, state or federal road project. The fence may not exceed four-feet in height if 
located between the front edge of the house and the street. Proper approvals from the Department of Public 
Works are required if the fence extends on to public property. 

• A ten percent portion of a nonconforming fence may be replaced or repaired within a two year period 
(previously 50 percent). These repairs can consist of replacing fence boards only. 

 

 
Staff recommends approval of this Ordinance, as this amendment provides more flexibility for homeowners regarding 
the placement of privacy fences on corner lots and lots adjacent to sound walls. This amendment provides reasonable 
setbacks for privacy fences, and will decrease the number of homeowners that currently have to go before the Board of 
Zoning Appeals. 
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