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An ordinance of the City of Virginia Beach City Council for the adoption of the City of Virginia Beach Outdoors Plan - a 
reference document to the Comprehensive Plan, which will supersede the 2008 Outdoors Plan.   
 

 
A regular review and update of the Outdoors Plan is essential to manage and maintain the outdoor recreation system in 
Virginia Beach and to guide the process of adaptive change and decision making based on sustainable principles and 
practices. The first Outdoors Plan, adopted in 1994, provided a solid foundation on which to begin building the City’s 
system of outdoor recreation resources. An update in 2001 quantified the need for new parkland and established 
guidelines for identifying and prioritizing lands for acquisition, and established the City’s Open Space Acquisition 
Program.  The 2008 update helped shape the Department of Parks & Recreation’s first Strategic Plan and became a 
component of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  The 2016 update of the Outdoors Plan addresses the future need for new 
parks and open spaces and lays out the master plan for a more sustainable parks and recreation system.  It includes 
sustainable practices, policies and practices for the development, management and maintenance of the park system and 
the planning for the renovation of the City’s recreation centers, park buildings and support facilities.  This update was 
developed in coordination with many City adopted documents, including the Comprehensive Plan.   
 

 
Staff recommends approval of the 2016 Outdoors Plan update.  The ordinance for City Council’s consideration is found 
below.  
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