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CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved September 15, 2020 

 
WEDNESDAY, August 18, 2021 

4:00 P.M. 
 

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, 2875 Sabre Street, Suite 500 
 
Members Present 
Damian Seitz, Chair; Dick Poole, Vice Chair, Steve McNaughton, Mary Ann Schmidt, Jim Vachon 
 
Members Absent 
Josh Canada, Brian Facemire, Lynn Hightower 
 
City Staff Present 
Mark Reed 
 
Applicants Attending 
R.J. Nutter, Rock Bell 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:04 p.m. by the chair, Damian Seitz.  He asked the members 
to review the minutes from the June 23, 2021 meeting. Dick Poole made a motion to approve the 
minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Steve McNaughton. The minutes were 
approved unanimously. 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-16 – Princess Anne Village, LLC – 
Kellam Eaton, Inc. et al – Demolition of residential building and detached garage; 2381 
Princess Anne Road, GPIN 24040300560000 – Courthouse Historic and Cultural District 

 
Mark Reed introduced the application for demolition of the house and garage at 2381 Princess 
Anne Road. He said the applicant is looking at the possibility of relocating the house if feasible 
and he noted that is equal to demolition for today’s action. He said the property will be included 
in the planned Princess Anne Village development and noted that the Historical Review Board 
(HRB) had issued a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for demolition of three properties on 
Princess Anne Road in July 2018.  Mr. Reed also noted that the HRB had issued a COA at that 
time for general design guidelines for the Princess Anne Village development. 
 
Mr. Reed explained that with the addition of this property, a revised site plan has been developed 
for Princess Anne Village that increases the number of residential units from 66 to 73. He 
showed a slide with the previous site plan and the new site plan. 
 
Mr. Reed said the House was built in 1966. He said it is not included in the National Register of 
Historic Places historic district that is located nearby.  Mr. Reed said that inclusion of this 
property in the Princess Anne Village development would promote a more uniform appearance 
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along Princess Anne Road, which is a primary traffic corridor in the Courthouse Historic and 
Cultural District. 
 
Mr. Reed said staff is recommending approval of the COA by the HRB for the proposed 
demolition. 
 
Dick Poole asked if the buildings proposed for placement along Princess Anne Road would exit 
to that road.  R.J. Nutter, representing the applicant, said that they would not.  They will exit into 
the neighborhood.  Damian Seitz asked why they wanted to relocate the house.  Mr. Nutter 
responded that it is a nice house in good condition, so they have discussed the potential for 
moving it.  Mr. Poole asked if the HRB is reviewing the revised site plan for approval.  Mr. Reed 
said they are not.  The only issue for the COA is the building demolition. 
 
Mr. Nutter discussed the revised site plan and said they have made the lots bigger along Princess 
Anne Road.  He also noted that there is more open space in the revised plan.  He then discussed 
all the work that had been done to address the location’s stormwater challenges, which has been 
the primary reason for delaying the project. 
 
Rock Bell was also on hand to represent the applicant.  He circulated a rendering of the 
neighborhood showing the view of houses along Princess Anne Road. He said in the revised 
layout there will be fewer lots than previously proposed, and it should maintain the feel of 
spaciousness that is currently there. 
 
Mary Ann Schmidt made a motion to approve the application for the COA for demolition. Dick 
Poole seconded the motion. There was no additional discussion.  The HRB voted 5 – 0 to issue 
the Certificate of Appropriateness.   
 
Ordinance Changes 
 
Mr. Reed then discussed some proposed changes to the zoning ordinance for Historic and 
Cultural Districts.  The first item is the addition of Assembly Use to the allowed conditional 
uses.  Mr. Reed said this was initiated by the Department of Cultural Affairs, which manages the 
Virginia Beach History Museums.  He said the Lynnhaven House and the Thoroughgood House 
have underlying zoning that is residential, so assembly uses are not allowed.  This change would 
allow them to do rentals for weddings and similar events.  He also noted that it would help 
Church Point Manor do assembly uses, as well. They are partially zoned agricultural, which 
allows the use, and partially zoned residential, which does not.  This will clean up that issue for 
them. 
 
The other change is to the make up of the HRB.  Currently it requires that at least two of the 
members have professional affiliations, such as architect, architectural historian, archaeologist, 
etc. Mr. Reed said the Certified Local Government Agreement that the City entered into with the 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) requires us to change that number 
requirement to three. He noted that the Board already complies with three members having the 
requisite professional affiliations. 
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The HRB members said they have no concerns or issues with the proposed changes to the 
ordinance. 
 
 
Staff Update 
 
Mr. Reed then provided updates from staff.  He said we have a deadline for submittal of the 
Design Guidelines of August 30 and Commonwealth Preservation Group (CPG) is working to 
get us a pre-final draft to review.  He said he will get a link to the report to the HRB as soon as 
he has that.  He noted that we had requested an extension of the deadline in February and were 
told at that time and several times since that an extension is not possible. 
 
Mr. Reed said that the Historic Preservation Strategic Plan, which is also being done by CPG, 
has been on the back burner while they have focused on completing the Design Guidelines.  He 
said the revised schedule is calling for completion of the strategic plan in October. 
 
Mr. Reed noted that the Oceanfront Resort Motels Multiple Property Document was approved by 
the National Park Service in May.  Along with that, the Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments was 
approved for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  Mr. Reed said they have several 
other projects going forward for National Register listing.  These include the Woodhurst 
neighborhood, which is going to the State Review Board in September for a determination of 
eligibility, and the Seatack and L & J Gardens neighborhoods. 
 
Mr. Reed provided the news that the Planning Department has hired Elizabeth Nowak as a 
Planner II to fill Jonathan Sander’s position. Ms. Nowak is currently a Preservation Planner for 
the City of Indianapolis, Indiana.  She has a master’s degree in urban and environmental 
planning with a certificate in historic preservation from the University of Virginia. Mr. Reed said 
that Ms. Nowak will be providing staff support for the Historical Review Board and will be 
starting on September 23. 
 
Old Business/New Business 
 
Damian Sietz brought up the proposed Royal Farms store/fuel station/car wash project in the 
Nimmo Church district.  Earlier in the meeting, Mary Ann Schmidt said that the HRB’s issuance 
of a COA for the project was misrepresented during the recent Planning Commission meeting.  
She said that some of the Commissioners represented the HRB’s action as approving the use. 
 
Mr. Seitz said he thought that the HRB should send a letter to the Mayor and City Council to 
clarify the meaning of the COA vote and to tell them that many of the HRB members went on 
record with their opinion that the project is inappropriate for the site.  There was general 
discussion on the merits of such a letter.  Dick Poole made a motion for the HRB to authorize the 
Chair to send a letter to the Mayor and City Council to explain that their vote was strictly on the 
design characteristics and not the use.  Mary Ann Schmidt seconded the motion.  There was no 
additional discussion.  The motion passed on a vote of 5 – 0. 
 
There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.    


