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CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved as amended June 16, 2021  

 
WEDNESDAY, May 19, 2021 

4:00 P.M. 
 

VIRGINIA BEACH CONVENTION CENTER, 1000 19TH STREET, SUITE 5 
 
Members Present 
Damian Seitz, Chair; Dick Poole, Vice Chair, Lynn Hightower, Steve McNaughton, Mary Ann 
Schmidt 
 
Members Absent 
Josh Canada, Brian Facemire, Jim Vachon 
 
City Staff Present 
Mark Reed, Jenizza Badua 
 
Applicants Attending 
Mark Shea (Planning), David Alcorn (Public Works), Greg Schmitt, R.J. Nutter, Bill Mortorff 
 
Public Attending 
Bob Longworth, Sue Patrick 
 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:06 p.m. by the chair, Damian Seitz.  He 
asked the members to review the minutes from the April 21, 2021 meeting. Dick Poole made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Steve McNaughton. 
The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-9 - City of Virginia Beach, 
Department of Planning and Community Development – Installation of new HRT bus 
shelter and installation of new amenities at existing shelter; Princess Anne Road between 
Nimmo Parkway and James Madison Boulevard, GPIN 14948317420000 – Courthouse 
Historic and Cultural District 

 
Mark Reed introduced the application for placement of a new HRT bus shelter on the south side 
of Princess Anne Road between Nimmo Parkway and James Madison Boulevard.  The shelter 
will be similar to an existing shelter located on the north side of Princess Anne Road in that 
general area.  The new bus shelter will include a bench, bike rack, trash receptacle and a solar 
panel for an interior light.  Mr. Reed noted that the application also proposed an additional 
concrete pad with a bike rack for the existing shelter.  He said that staff is recommending 
approval as it is consistent with the existing shelter in the district and does not diminish the 
historic character of the district. 
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The applicant, Mark Shea of the Department of Planning and Community Development, spoke 
and told the Review Board that the proposed shelter is part of an initiative by HRT to place 
shelters at 75 stops.  Dick Poole asked if they could use a solar panel that is flush mounted to the 
roof instead of at the end of an arm.  Mr. Shea said he could check. 
 
Mr. Poole made a motion to approve the application on the condition that Mr. Shea coordinate 
with HRT on the availability of a flush mounted solar panel for the shelter.  Mary Ann Schmidt 
seconded the motion. There was no additional discussion. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-11 - City of Virginia Beach 
Department of Public Works – Lynnhaven House – Replacement of parking lot light 
fixtures – 4409 Wishart Road, GPIN 14786694870000 – Lynnhaven House Historic and 
Cultural District 

 
Mr. Reed introduced the application for the replacement of the light fixtures on the parking lot 
and pedestrian light poles at the Lynnhaven House.  He said the application is to replace eleven 
(11) fixtures.  He noted that the replacement fixture is similar to the existing and that the Review 
Board had previously approved the use of this fixture at the Municipal Center. 
 
The applicant, David Alcorn of the Department of Public Works, spoke about the project.  He 
noted that it is part of an energy conservation initiative to replace approximately 400 light 
fixtures at City sites and convert them to LED lighting.  
 
Steve McNaughton made a motion to approve the application. Dick Poole seconded the motion.  
There was no additional discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-12, City of Virginia Beach Department 
of Public Works – Francis Land House – Replacement of parking lot and grounds light 
fixtures – 3131 Virginia Beach Boulevard, GPIN 14971512270000 – Francis Land House 
Historic and Cultural District 

 
Mr. Reed introduced the application for the replacement of the light fixtures on the parking lot 
and pedestrian light poles at the Francis Land House.  He said the application is to replace 
eighteen (18) fixtures.  He noted that this is essentially the same project that was just approved 
for the Lynnhaven House. 
 
Steve McNaughton made a motion to approve the application. Dick Poole seconded the motion.  
There was no additional discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 
  
 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-10 - Royal Farms – Construction of 
Convenience Store, Fuel pumps and canopy, Car Wash and associated signs and 
equipment; Corner of Princess Anne Road and General Booth Boulevard, GPIN 
24140508440000 – Nimmo Church Historic and Cultural District 
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Mr. Reed introduced the application from Royal Farms for a convenience store, fuel canopy and 
car wash at the corner of Princess Anne Road and General Booth Boulevard in the Nimmo 
Church historic district. He noted that the proposed location is an undeveloped parcel that is 
adjacent to the Nimmo Church parcel.  He said that determining appropriate historical character 
is somewhat difficult for this project since the church is the only building in the district.  Mr. 
Reed said that he referred the applicant to the Courthouse district, especially to the 7 – Eleven 
store and gas station and the McDonald’s for their design elements. 
 
Mr. Reed said that staff had worked with the applicant to adjust their original design submittal 
and he thought they were pretty close.  He said that at the last minute the applicant submitted 
another design revision and that is what they wanted to present.  Mr. Reed showed slides of the 
most recent design submittal for the convenience store and then he showed slides of the previous 
design that staff prefers.  He noted that the preferred design has a brick façade with canvas 
awnings, while the final submittal has brick two-thirds up the wall and siding on the upper third, 
with standing seam metal awnings. Both designs have a mansard metal roof with a perpendicular 
gable entrance with cupola. 
 
Mr. Reed then noted the proposed materials for the convenience store, which included two types 
of brick, Santa Fe and Cambridge; paint colors for trim of Roycroft Copper Red, Pure White and 
Avocado; Select Cedarmill Hardie Plank in Arctic White color; and, Silver standing seam metal 
roof.  He showed both the proposed metal awning (silver) and the canvas awnings. Mr. Reed 
provided a slide of the gooseneck luminaire light fixture that is proposed as well as the storefront 
windows and the metal patio tables.  
 
Mr. Reed then discussed the fuel canopy. It features four islands with brick clad posts at each 
outside island and a standing seam silver metal roof in a mansard style.  Mr. Reed showed slides 
of the fuel pumps and the recessed lighting proposed for placement under the canopy. 
 
Mr. Reed then discussed the proposed car wash structure.  He noted all of the proposed ancillary 
equipment and signage around it.  These include two dual vacuum units, an entry safety bar, an 
internally illuminated menu board, directional signs, an ordering kiosk with canopy, gooseneck 
luminaire and cylindrical sconce lighting, and a stop/go light.  Dick Poole asked about the 
cylindrical sconce lighting and why they needed two different style lights on the building. 
 
Mr. Reed then discussed the proposed signage.  The proposal includes a freestanding sign along 
the roadway with the name of the business and the fuel prices. Mr. Reed noted that Zoning will 
not allow it to be placed in the location on the corner as proposed. Due to street frontage 
requirements it will need to be fronted on either Princess Anne or General Booth. This sign is 
proposed to be internally illuminated. 
 
He said that the applicant has proposed two signs for the convenience store façade.  One has 
internally illuminated blue letters for the word “ROYAL” and green letters for the word 
“FARMS.” The other is a non-illuminated sign that says, “World Famous Chicken & Fresh 
Kitchen.” Mr. Reed noted that they have also proposed the internally illuminated ROYAL 
FARMS sign for the fuel canopy. Mr. Reed said that Zoning requirements will limit them to one 
sign on the store and one on the canopy, or two on the store and none on the canopy. 
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Mr. Reed noted the proposed internally illuminated directional signage and said that Zoning has 
said the text area of the sign must be reduced and the height of the sign cannot exceed 30 inches. 
He then showed some photographs of signs at the 7-Eleven and Wendy’s locations in the 
Courthouse Historic and Cultural Districts.  He said both of these projects were approved prior to 
the implementation of the current Sign Guidelines. 
 
Finally, Mr. Reed mentioned other site elements. He discussed the dumpster enclosure, which he 
described as having three side walls constructed of brick with a chain link fence gate with tan 
vinyl strips. He noted the site lighting, an air unit and a combination vacuum and air unit. He 
also showed the proposed fencing, which is an almond colored vinyl product.  Mr. Reed noted 
that the applicant has been seeking alternative choices for the fencing and have found one that 
might be more suitable. 
 
Mr. Reed then reviewed staff’s recommendations. He said they are recommending approval of 
the store design with the full brick treatment and denial of the partial brick and partial siding 
design. He said the ice and propane vending in front of the store requires a wall to block 
visibility from the street. He said they are recommending that all signs are externally illuminated. 
Around the car wash they are recommending elimination of the entry bar, illuminated menu sign 
and one of the dual vacuums.  He also noted that the design of the directional signs is 
inappropriate, and they need to be plain, perhaps two colors. He said staff recommends painting 
the kiosk canopy to match the building trim. He said that the vinyl fence as proposed is not 
appropriate and recommended wood or another alternative that is less visually modern. 
 
Mr. Reed turned the floor over to R.J. Nutter, attorney for the applicant.  Mr. Nutter addressed 
staff’s comments. He said that they initially provided their traditional design to provide a starting 
point. He said the design with the siding treatment was intended to match elements of the church 
building, but they are willing to go back to the all brick façade. 
 
Mr. Nutter noted that the proposed metal awnings are more maintenance free and will last 
longer. He said the canvas awning has a 2 to 3-year life span at best.  He said the ice/propane 
vending area is 225 feet from the right of way so will not be seen.   
 
Mr. Nutter noted the biggest issue is the signage and whether the lighting is internal or external.  
He said they think internal lighting is softer. 
 
For the car wash, Mr. Nutter said the entry bar is a necessary safety feature, so vehicles know at 
that point if they are too tall. He said the menu board will only be visible as you are entering the 
car wash.  Relying on just having the information at the kiosk will slow down ordering.  Mr. 
Nutter said they are okay with the recommended changes to the directional signs.  He noted that 
having the two vacuums there is client driven.  If you only have one, cars will get backed up. Mr. 
Nutter said they are okay with just having one lighting design on the building. 
 
Mr. Nutter said that for the landscape in between the site and the church property they are 
proposing a combination of fencing and two heights of landscape.  He said they desire to keep as 
many trees as possible. Damian Seitz asked how the sanctity of the graveyard will be maintained.  
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Mr. Nutter said that is why they have put the fence in that area.  Mr. Seitz said that fencing is 
better than trees at blocking sound – the higher the better. 
 
Mr. Nutter said that they will be submitting a revised site plan to eliminate the access that is 
shown as shared with Nimmo Church.  He said he has suggested to the church that they could 
close the section of old Princess Anne Road and incorporate it into their property. 
 
Mr. Seitz noted that the design of the car wash entry bar can be improved.  He said he wants to 
see the actual car wash door that will be used.  Mr. Nutter said it will be gray.  Mr. Seitz 
requested a sample.  For the menu board, Mr. Seitz suggested that landscaping can help to hide 
it. 
 
Mr. Seitz noted that the rendering of the fuel canopy shows the middle columns as being steel.  
He said they should be brick to match the outer columns. 
 
For the convenience store, Mr. Seitz recommended moving the ice/propane vending around to 
the side of the store.  He said that external lighting is better for the character of the district. 
 
Steve McNaughton said he agrees with the need to have external illumination for the building 
and site signage. He said to reduce the colors to just two on the signs. 
 
Mr. McNaughton asked if the buffer planting will be evergreen.  Greg Schmitt responded that it 
will be evergreen. 
 
Mr. McNaughton addressed the proposed paint colors. He suggested that they simplify the 
colors.  He recommended eliminating the burgundy trim and the avocado accents and sticking 
with gray and white. 
 
Mr. McNaughton also suggested simplifying the detail in the brick.  He said the design of the 
darker accent brick on the side of the building is too much.  He recommended just doing a simple 
line of brick at a water table or belt course level.  Dick Poole noted that the band shown is about 
down the middle, which is the worst place to put it. 
 
Mr. McNaughton also suggested eliminating the cupola from the design. He said it competes too 
much with the church. 
 
Mary Ann Schmidt said that she wanted to comment but needed to have a statement read into the 
minutes.  Mr. Reed read the following statement: 
 
“Mary Ann Schmidt is a member of Nimmo Church, which is adjacent to the property that is the 
subject of Royal Farm’s application.  The City Attorney’s Office advised her that she does not 
have a conflict under the State and Local Government Conflict of Interests Act with respect to 
this vote, but she would nevertheless like to voluntarily disclose that she is a member of the 
church.” 
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Ms. Schmidt asked about the direction for ingress and egress. Mr. Nutter showed the shared 
access as the only location for a left out of the property.  He said Princess Anne Road is a right in 
and a right out. There was some discussion about the location of the Princess Anne Road access. 
 
Mr. Reed said that there are members of the public that have signed up to speak on this issue.  He 
called Bob Longworth. Mr. Longworth said he is the cemetery director for Nimmo Church and 
he is opposed to the project.  He said that there will be noise, trash and the smell of fried chicken 
wafting over the cemetery. He said imagine the noise when the preacher is performing a funeral 
service.  He said they averaged 4 burials in the winter.  Mr. Longworth suggested that an office 
use would be better. He said there are prominent people buried there. 
 
Mr. Reed called Sue Patrick.  Ms. Patrick said that you can’t see how close this will be to the 
church property. She said the angle and placement of the car wash will leave no buffer there. She 
said all of this is being discussed and the church did not know about it until the last minute. She 
said the car wash is right by the cemetery. Ms. Patrick suggested that the car wash should be 
relocated away from the cemetery. She also said she agrees with Mr. McNaughton about the 
cupola. 
 
Mr. McNaughton asked Mr. Longworth and Ms. Patrick if the car wash was eliminated would 
that be acceptable.  Mr. Longworth said it would be better, but it is still a gas station.  Ms. 
Patrick agreed with Mr. Longworth. 
 
Mr. McNaughton recommended that the Review Board should do a site visit.  Damian Seitz 
agreed. 
 
Lynn Hightower asked if staff is recommending approval if all items marked for denial are fixed.  
Mr. Reed responded affirmatively. 
 
Mr. Hightower made a motion for deferral to allow for the Review Board to make a site visit and 
for the applicant to provide a revised proposal. Mr. McNaughton seconded the motion. There 
was no additional discussion. The Historical Review Board voted unanimously to defer the item 
per the motion. 
 
Staff Update 
 
Due to the late hour, Mr. Seitz suggested that the staff updates be postponed to the next meeting.  
Mr. Reed said he just wanted to be sure to inform the Review Board that the first draft for the 
Design Guidelines is expected to be received around June 1.  He will send it out to Review 
Board members at that time.  He said a property owner/public meeting will be held in mid-June. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:06 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 


