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CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved April 21, 2021 

 
WEDNESDAY, March 17, 2021 

4:00 P.M. 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING VIA WEBEX 
 
Members Present 
Damian Seitz - Chair, Dick Poole - Vice Chair, Lynn Hightower, Steve McNaughton, Mary Ann 
Schmidt 
 
Members Absent 
Josh Canada, Brian Facemire, Jim Vachon 
 
City Council Liaison Present 
Barbara Henley 
 
City Staff Present 
Mark Reed, Jenizza Badua, Carolyn Smith  
 
Others Attending 
Heather Kwiatkowski, Christy Stauffer, Marie Diaz, Aaron Webb, Gary Kelly 
 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:10 p.m. The chair, Damian Seitz, asked the 
members to review the minutes from the February17, 2021 meeting. Steve McNaughton made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Dick Poole. The 
minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-4 - Heather Kwiatkowski, owner Astraea 
Coffee Café – Replace freestanding sign; repaint and stain trim, railings, columns, doors; install 
wall-mounted light fixtures – 2437 North Landing Road, GPIN 1494914779 – Courthouse 
Historic and Cultural District 
 
Mark Reed introduced the application for a new sign and building upgrades at 2437 North 
Landing Road in the Courthouse district. He noted that the property is a 1930s bungalow that has 
been repurposed for commercial use, most recently as the Fresh Fare Café. He stated that it is a 
contributing resource in the Courthouse Village and Municipal Center National Register district.    
 
Mr. Reed said the applicant proposes to make several improvements to the property as part of 
bringing their business into the site.  He said the items for review are changing the paint colors, 
installing a new sign and installing new light fixtures. 
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For the paint colors it was noted that the porch railings will be painted white to match the 
building; the trim will be changed from red to a light sage color; and, the columns and the front 
and back doors will be stripped down and covered with a natural stain. Mr. Reed showed a slide 
of the light sage paint color and the wood stain color. 
 
Mr. Reed showed a slide of the existing freestanding sign on the property and noted that the 
attached Café sign and Open sign would be removed. He said the posts would be reused.  He 
noted that the proposal is to replace the existing sign board with similar size and shape with the 
business name and logo.  The new sign is white with black letters and light sage border.  Mr. 
Reed noted an additional small sign containing the business motto with the same color scheme 
will be attached beneath the main sign with black metal chain. 
 
Mr. Reed then introduced the proposed light fixtures that will be installed on either side of the 
front door.  They are a black wall lantern sconce. 
 
Mr. Reed asked Heather Kwiatkowski and Christy Stauffer if they had anything else to add about 
their application. They did not have anything to add. 
 
Steve McNaughton asked how the sign would be lighted. Ms. Kwiatkowski said they will not 
have any illumination. 
 
Mr. McNaughton asked if staff is recommending approval.  Mr. Reed said staff is recommending 
approval.  He said that staff thinks this is a good change for the buildings and site and it keeps 
within the character of the district. 
 
Damian Seitz asked about the outbuilding and whether the red trim would be painted on that 
building. Ms. Kwiatkowski said they would paint the trim on it to match the café. 
 
Dick Poole made a motion to approve the application as presented. Mary Ann Schmidt seconded 
the motion. There was no further discussion. The Historical Review Board voted unanimously to 
approve the application as submitted. 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-5 - Rex G. Diaz – Installation of whole house 
generator – 2693 Annapolis Circle, GPIN 1494706557 – Courthouse Historic & Cultural 
Overlay District 
 
Mr. Reed introduced the next hearing item, which is also located in the Courthouse District.  He 
noted that the property is located in a group of twenty-three (23) single family homes that were 
constructed in 2015 or later. He said that about half of the homes are in the district. 
 
Mr. Reed said the proposal is for installation of a whole house generator on the side of the house 
near the electric and gas meters. He said the generator is about four feet long and just over two 
feet wide and will sit on a small pad.  
 
Mr. Reed said staff does not believe the placement of the generator will have any impact on the 
character of the historic district as these are all new housing.  It will be seen from the street but 
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needs to be located near the meters.  He noted that the neighborhood is not visible from 
elsewhere in the district.  Mr. Reed said that staff recommends approval. 
 
Mr. Reed asked the property owner, Marie Diaz, if she had anything to add about the proposal. 
She did not. 
 
Dick Poole made a motion to approve as submitted. Steve McNaughton seconded the motion. 
Damian Seitz asked if there was any discussion. There was none.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-6 - Eighteen (18) Month Update and Request 
for Revision of terms of COA issued in August 2019 (Item 19-9) – Temporary Recycle Center 
Attendant Booth Structure – 2533 West Neck Road, GPIN 1494627101 – Courthouse Historic & 
Cultural Overlay District 
 
Mr. Reed introduced the next hearing item. He said this is an item that the Review Board 
approved in August 2019. It was the approval of a temporary guard trailer at the West Neck 
recycling site. He said that as a condition of the COA an update on the status was requested at 18 
months.  
 
Mr. Reed said that the Public Works department has submitted an update. They said the 
attendant trailer did not get installed until November 2020 due to COVID-19 and other issues. 
They are requesting that the two-year time frame begin from that date, so until November 2022. 
Mr. Reed said that when the COA was approved in 2019, there was some thought about moving 
the recycling center to another location. That is why they only wanted to install a temporary 
trailer. 
 
Mr. Reed said that staff is recommending approval of the revised timeframe for determining if 
there needs to be a more permanent solution. He said that recommendation is with the condition 
that Public Works provide an update in 18 months from the November 2020 date, or May of 
2022. 
 
Mr. Seitz asked for a current update on the status of the project and the trailer. Mr. Reed asked if 
Gary Kelly or Aaron Webb could address the current status. Gary Kelly noted that the site has 
become successful with the compactors that are there and the reduction of trash at the site. Mr. 
Reed responded by asking if there has been any thought to building a more permanent attendant 
booth on site. Mr. Kelly said that they will have to look at that. It is something they would have 
to put in the budget and get funded.  
 
There was some discussion about the recycling operation at the site.  Mr. Poole asked if the 
porta-potty could be moved to be less visible. He suggested maybe around behind the front gate. 
Mr. Kelly said he could take a look at that, but it will need to be level ground. 
 
Mr. Poole made a motion to approve having the two-year period provided in the August 2019 
COA begin from November 2020, with the condition that Public Works provide a status report to 
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the Review Board in May 2022.  Mary Ann Schmidt seconded the motion. Mr. Seitz asked for 
additional comment. There was none. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Staff Update 
 
Mark Reed provided an update of activities from staff. He noted that a Steering Committee 
meeting had been held for the Design Standards and Review Guidelines project and Damian 
Seitz and Dick Poole had participated from the Review Board. He said the meeting went well 
and he thought the firm will be starting with small stakeholder meetings.  Mr. Reed said he will 
send out an email to all Review Board members to explain the stakeholder meeting process, 
which will be interviews of two members at a time. 
 
Mr. Reed said that there will be a public meeting on the Standards and Guidelines on April 15, 
and they are doing a direct mailing to property owners, as well as putting out a press release for 
the public. He said that the firm should be submitting a draft outline shortly after the public 
meeting. He said staff is excited to have this project moving forward. 
 
Mr. Reed said it is part of an effort to improve the overall historic preservation program.  He said 
they also have a strategic plan update project that is underway and noted that there will be an 
online survey for that coming out soon.  He said he will send links to that when it is live. He 
noted that Brian Facemire is representing the Historical Review Board on that project’s steering 
committee. 
 
Mr. Reed mentioned the Virginia Beach Oceanfront Resort Motels (1955 - 1970) Multiple 
Property Documentation and Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments National Register of Historic 
Places Nomination that was discussed at the February meeting. He noted that it is going to the 
State Review Board tomorrow (March 18). He said that Mr. Seitz provided a nice letter of 
support from the Review Board. 
 
There was some discussion about what placement on the registers means and whether the 
Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments would then be subject to review by the Historical Review 
Board. Mr. Reed noted that the designation was honorary and that listing on the state and 
national registers does not bring a property under the Review Board’s purview.  
 
Mr. Reed introduced Jenizza Badua from the SGA Office and noted that she had written some of 
the staff reports.  
 
Mr. Seitz asked if there was any old business or new business.  There was none. 
 
Mr. Seitz asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. McNaughton presented a motion to adjourn. Mr. 
Poole seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.  

 


