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CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved March 17, 2021 

 
WEDNESDAY, February 17, 2021 

4:00 P.M. 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING VIA WEBEX 
 
Members Present 
Damian Seitz – Chair, Dick Poole - Vice Chair, Lynn Hightower, Steve McNaughton, Mary Ann 
Schmidt and Jim Vachon 
 
Members Absent 
Josh Canada and Brian Facemire 
 
City Staff Present 
Jonathan Sanders and Mark Reed 
 
Others Attending 
Michelle Augustus, Aaron Pittard, Tim Thomas, Annmarie Reiley-Kay 
 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. The chair, Damien Seitz, asked the 
members to review the minutes from the December 16, 2020 meeting. Dick Poole made a motion 
to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Steve McNaughton. The 
minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-2 - A Few Good Investments, LLC - New 
building mounted sign - 3157 Virginia Beach Boulevard, Suite 108 - GPIN 1497057220 - 
Francis Land House Historic & Cultural Overlay District 
 
Jonathan Sanders introduced the application for a new box sign in the Francis Land House 
district.  He noted that the sign will be internally illuminated with tannish red letters and 
graphics. Mr. Sanders said that staff finds the proposed sign meets the majority of the sign design 
guidelines. He said that staff recommends approval of the request. 
 
Mr. Sanders asked the applicant, Michelle Augustus, if she had anything to add to staff’s 
comments. Ms. Augustus had no comments to add.  
 
Mr. Sanders then turned the application over to the Historical Review Board (HRB) for comment 
and review. General discussion was that the proposed sign looks to be consistent with the 
existing signs in the district. Mr. McNaughton presented a motion to approve the sign as 
proposed. The motion was seconded by Mr. Poole. The motion was approved unanimously. 
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Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-1 - City of Virginia Beach - Replace decking 
and railing around the Lynnhaven House Education Center building  - 4409 Wishart Road - 
GPIN 1478669487 - Lynnhaven House Historic & Cultural Overlay District 
 
Mr. Sanders introduced the application for replacement of decking and railings around the 
Lynnhaven House Education Center. He noted that the HRB had approved the construction of 
the 4,000 square foot education center and decking in 2001. He said the City’s Public Works 
maintenance staff has requested replacement of the wooden decking with a composite decking 
due to safety concerns. He noted that they have also requested replacement of the wood railings 
around the deck with 40” tall white vinyl railings with square balusters. He noted the site visit by 
HRB members and staff on February 3 to view the site and the samples of the proposed railings. 
He also said that staff requested an additional color sample and received a clay color baluster that 
was then shown to the HRB members. 
 
Mr. Sanders said staff finds the composite decking in the clam shell color to be appropriate for 
the proposed use.  He then said staff did not find the proposed white vinyl railing to be 
compatible with the district due to the color and glossiness of the white vinyl. He noted concern 
for the negative visual impact of the vinyl railing. Mr. Sanders said staff recommends replacing 
the railing with a wooden railing to match the existing materials. 
 
Mark Reed added that he had spent a lot of time on the site and the existing wood decking had 
caused many problems over time due to warping and slickness.  He noted that installation of the 
composite decking in that location should not have any visual impact on the district. Mr. Reed 
said the amount of railing replacement proposed around the education center and was concerned 
about the visual impact of it in the district.  He acknowledged that the second sample provided an 
improved color choice, but he felt the transition from the vinyl railing to the wood railing would 
look out of place. 
 
Mr. Sanders noted that Tim Thomas and Aaron Pittard were on the call representing the 
applicant and asked if they had anything else to add.  They did not.  Mr. Reed asked Annmarie 
Reiley-Kay if she had any comments. He noted that Ms. Reiley Kay has recently come on board 
as director of the Virginia Beach History Museums and is now in charge of this site. Ms. Reiley-
Kay said she agreed with staff’s assessment and recommendations. 
 
The HRB members discussed the proposal and staff recommendations. Lynn Hightower asked 
Ms. Reiley-Kay about safety concerns for the railing.  She said people had complained about 
occasional splinters.  Mary Ann Schmidt said she thought it was a good solution to have the 
composite deck and wooden railing. Mr. Seitz asked staff if the City had explored alternative 
materials for the railing. Staff did not think they had. Mr. McNaughton suggested they 
investigate a product called Timber Tech Radiance Rail. 
 
Mr. McNaughton made a motion to approve replacing the wooden decking with the proposed 
Trex composite material in the clam shell color. His motion further stated that the deck railing 
structure be replaced in kind with pressure treated wood. Mr. Poole seconded the motion. Mr. 
Seitz asked for comments or discussion. There was none. Mr. Seitz asked for the vote on the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 
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Certificate of Appropriateness Application #21-3 - Back Bay Wildfowl Heritage Museum - 
New gazebo - 1113 Pacific Avenue - GPINs 2427255317, 2427255322 - deWitt Cottage Historic 
& Cultural Overlay District 
 
Mr. Sanders introduced the application for construction of a gazebo in the deWitt Cottage 
Historic and Cultural District. He described the details of the proposal including a green standing 
seam metal roof to match that of the cottage; wooden posts, brackets and railings to be painted 
similarly to the posts and railings of the cottage; and, white light fixtures. Mr. Sanders noted 
there is a historic photograph that shows a gazebo on the site in the early 20th century. 
 
Mr. Sanders said that the Historic Preservation Commission sponsored an archaeological survey 
of the site in advance of the project and field work has been completed. He asked Mr. Reed if he 
had anything to add about the project.  Mr. Reed gave a brief overview of the archaeological 
findings.  He noted that there were no features found in the proposed area for the gazebo that 
would prevent approval of the application. 
 
Mr. Sanders said staff finds the massing and characteristics of the proposed gazebo are consistent 
with the character of the district and staff recommends approval. 
 
Lynn Hightower said he was abstaining from consideration for this item. He is employed by the 
applicant. 
 
Mr. Poole suggested rotating the new gazebo structure 90 degrees to match the roof orientation 
of the gazebo in the historic photo. Several members asked questions about the mimicking of the 
details from the cottage, such as the chamfered detail in the posts and the detail in the brackets.  
They noted that these details are not found in the gazebo in the historic photograph.  Mr. Seitz 
asked if the purpose was to match the cottage or the historic gazebo. Mr. Hightower said it was 
the historic gazebo. Staff was asked for their opinion and Mr. Reed said that previous thinking in 
the historic preservation field was to try to match elements of existing historic buildings in new 
construction.  He noted that the current practice is to make the new construction discernible from 
the historic. 
 
Mr. Poole made a motion to approve the application based upon the elevations submitted, with 
the columns and forty-five-degree brackets painted green and the railings painted white.  The 
motion also included a requirement that the structure be turned ninety (90) degrees from the 
orientation indicated on the submitted plans to align with the ridge line orientation noted in the 
historic photograph. Jim Vachon seconded the motion. 
 
Before HRB discussion Mr. Reed noted that the deWitt Cottage property is owned by the City of 
Virginia Beach and leased to the Back Bay Wildfowl Guild. He said that they have received 
written approval from the City’s Public Works Department for the Guild to construct the Gazebo 
on the site.  He also noted that the Department of Cultural Affairs is a responsible party on these 
leases for historic buildings and said Ms. Reiley-Kay is representing them today.  He said she 
had provided a letter of approval to them, as well. 
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Mr. Seitz asked if there was any discussion.  There was none.  He called for the vote. The motion 
was approved unanimously. 
Review and Comment on Virginia Beach Oceanfront Resort Motels (1955 - 1970) Multiple 
Property Documentation Form and Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments National Register 
of Historic Places Nomination 
 
Mr. Reed said he had sent out copies of the Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) for the 
1955 – 1970 Oceanfront Resort Motels as well as the National Register nomination for the 
Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments.  He said the project was sponsored by the Historic 
Preservation Commission. Mr. Reed discussed the project including the survey of 20 of these 
properties/resources. He noted the contemporary or mid-century modern styles and some of the 
characteristics associated with these motels/hotels. Mr. Reed also explained the utilization of the 
MPD and its development of a statement of significance and historic context that the individual 
properties can use to streamline their National Register nominations. He noted that one property 
nomination must accompany the MPD and they chose the Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments.  
He then reviewed some of the details and outstanding characteristics of that building. 
 
Mr. Reed noted that since Virginia Beach is a Certified Local Government the state seeks 
comment from the local review board on all National Register nominations and MPDs. He said 
we are looking to provide them with a letter with comments and hopefully support for the motels 
MPD and the Jefferson Manor nomination. Mr. Seitz asked about whether multiple properties 
could have been nominated or is one more normal. Mr. Reed said he thinks one is the normal 
process and noted the prohibitive cost of multiple nominations. 
 
The members of the HRB discussed the MPD and nomination.  Mr. Seitz spoke on behalf of the 
group and told Mr. Reed that the HRB supports the motels MPD and the Jefferson Manor 
nomination and will send a letter to the Department of Historic Resources to indicate their 
review and support. 
 
Mr. Seitz asked if there was any old business or new business.  There was none. 
 
Mr. Seitz asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Poole presented a motion to adjourn. Mr. 
McNaughton seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.  

 


