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CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020 
4:00 P.M.  
 
CONVENTION CENTER - ROOM 1 A-C, 1000 19TH STREET 
 
Members Present 
Brian Facemire, Lynn Hightower, Dick Poole - Vice Chair, Mary Ann 
Schmidt, Damian Seitz - Chair and Jim Vachon 
 
Members Absent 
Josh Canada and Steve McNaughton 
 
City Staff Present 
Jonathan Sanders, Mark Reed, Dave Alcorn, Barry Shockley, Carolyn Smith and Bobby Tajan 
 
City Council Members Present 
Barbara Henley 
 
Others Present 
Joe Pulley 
 
1. The minutes from the January 15, 2020 meeting were reviewed. Mr. Hightower moved to 

approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Vachon. The minutes 
were approved. 

 
2. Certificate of Appropriateness Application #20-3 - 1752 Prodan Lane, LLC - Modify Windows 

into Doors - 1752 Prodan Lane - GPIN 1494968753 - Lovett House Historic & Cultural 
Overlay District 
 
Mr. Sanders & Mr. Reed reviewed the application. Mr. Pulley presented details of the 
request and answered questions. 
 
Mr. Poole asked if the windows above are wooden.  Staff said that they were not wooden.  
Mr. Vachon asked about the hardware pulls.  Mr. Hightower asked about the description in 
the staff report about how materials on the 1950s addition affected its placement on the 
Historic Register.  Mr. Reed described the City’s desire in the 1990s to place the Lovett 
House on the National Historic Register.  Mr. Seitz asked if other doors were considered.  
Staff mentioned that wooden doors could not be used, due to code requirements.  Mr. 
Vachon asked if permitting staff reviewed this previously, and staff said that the Fire 
Marshal’s Office had reviewed it. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Poole to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed 
request.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Facemire and passed unanimously. 
 

3. Certificate of Appropriateness Application #20-4 - Dan Costello - Screening for Mechanical 
Equipment & Well Improvements - 3131 Virginia Beach Boulevard - GPIN 1497151227 - 
Francis Land House Historic & Cultural Overlay District 
 
Mr. Sanders & Mr. Reed reviewed the application. Mr. Alcorn presented details of the 
request and answered questions. 
 
Mr. Poole asked how you construct a round well out of brick. Would it be Flemish Bond?  
Was it brick previously?  Mr. Reed described the previous well with the wooden rail fence 
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and ceramic base.  Board members noticed that the fence detail is showing pressure treated 
lumber, not all cedar lumber and requested that all cedar wood be used for the fencing.  Mr. 
Poole asked if the window under the screened porch is original.  Mr. Reed said that it is and 
pointed out that English basement windows exist on the front elevation. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Poole to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed 
mechanical screening with the condition that the posts and boards of the fence be 
constructed entirely of cedar, not pressure treated lumber.  The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Vachon and passed unanimously. 
 

4. Certificate of Appropriateness Application #20-5 - City of Virginia Beach - Removal of 
Structure - 2412 North Landing Road - GPIN 1494826658 - Courthouse Historic & Cultural 
Overlay District 
 
Mr. Reed reviewed the application. Mr. Shockley presented details of the request and 
answered questions. 
 
Mr. Facemire asked what Council’s next step, which was answered by Mr. Reed.  Mr. Poole 
asked how it would be taken down.  Mr. Reed said that it would most likely be taken down 
by its parts.  Mr. Facemire asked if the statue is granite and staff confirmed that it is.  Mr. 
Vachon asked it they would take it completely down and staff said that they most likely 
would take the entire statue down, but direction would come from City Council.  Mr. Seitz 
asked about adding a plaque to the structure.  Mr. Reed described that the Committee 
Roundtable formed by City Council recommends that it stay in place and that interpretive 
sign panels, and a park should be added to the area to increase the historical context for 
citizens.    If there was federal funding, it would be considered an “adverse effect” for 
something like Section 106 review.  Mr. Vachon asked if Council would need to agree to the 
four conditions?  Mr. Reed answered that they would not, that these are conditions for the 
Certificate of Appropriateness approval.  No permit is required by Zoning.  Mr. Seitz noted 
that these conditions are not enforceable. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Facemire to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
removal of the Confederate Monument with the following conditions, as noted in the staff 
report: 
1. To the extent feasible, the City of Virginia Beach shall follow the “DHR Guidance 

Regarding Confederate Monuments” (see attachment). 
2. The City of Virginia Beach shall inform the State Historic Preservation Office and the 

National Park Service of their intent to remove a contributing resource from a National 
Register of Historic Places Historic District. 

3. Within two years, the City of Virginia Beach shall install interpretive signage to document 
the existence and location of the Confederate Monument and to provide appropriate 
historic context for it, to include its place in the “Lost Cause” narrative.  The signage shall 
be reviewed and approved by the Historic Preservation Commission and the City shall 
make application to the Historical Review Board for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
its design and placement. 

4. The box of items placed in the base of the monument in 1904 should remain the 
property of the City of Virginia Beach and efforts made to professionally conserve any 
surviving items. 

 
 
 
 
 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Poole and passed unanimously. 
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5. Mr. Reed provided an update on Historic Preservation activities.  

 
This concluded the business of the Historical Review Board. The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 
p.m.  


	MEETING MINUTES

