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Hello Planning People!
The FY 18/19 Operating Budget Kick Off meeting
brings good news! Bottom line… the target is 100% (no reductions) and a 2
percent pay raise is included in the calculations.
With that great news, it’s time to celebrate! The achievements of Planning are
celebrated in October via National Community Planning Month. Designated by
the American Planning Association, this month celebrates and honors the
process and individuals involved in creating communities that are desirable
places to work and live.
To celebrate, we hosted a department breakfast with door prizes and a raffle. I
hope everyone enjoyed it. Thank you to our members who made the breakfast
possible: Lynn Roenker, Jannelle Logan, Melissa Dugan, Pat Burns, and Porshia
Smith.
This issue recognizes the PCD divisions and a few third quarter accomplish‐
ments, such as the proposed Oceanfront Resort District Form‐Based Code
Amendments, new Town Center murals, more than 700 plans submitted for
review in the DSC, more than 8,000 building permits processed and over 25,000
building, plumbing, electrical, and mechanical systems inspections.

Oceana Neighborhood
I hope you enjoy this newsletter. It is filled with detailed information on our
Named Na onal Register work and new members, along with tributes to professional development and
Historic District
service.
New Town Center Murals Happy National Community Planning Month and thank you for all that you do
every day to reach toward the mission of our department: People helping
New No fica on Fees
CHKD Miracle Jeans Day people create and sustain the most livable community in the world.
PDC Raised $185
In The Oﬃce
Volume 3 ‐ Issue 3
2017 July, August,
September

Barry Frankenfield
Director of Planning & Community Development
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Regional 10-Year Transit Development Plan
Rolled Out to City Council

Welcome New Members

On August 15, City Council was briefed on a number of transit
ini a ves in Virginia Beach with the majority of me focusing
on the region’s Transit Development Plan (TDP).
What is a Transit Development Plan?
The TDP is a 10 ‐year plan required by the Department of Rail
and Public Transporta on. The plan outlines exis ng transit
service, plans for service enhancements, future service and
an cipated costs.
Implement a new High Frequency Transit Network (HFTN)
that will connect the region’s major employment centers,
educa on, healthcare, and retail centers.

Tara Reel, Transporta on & Transit
Planner ‐ SGA Oﬃce

The HFTN would include:
 5 minute‐frequency of service for 6 hours a day during
peak commu ng mes
 New buses with be er frequency and reliability
 State‐of‐the‐art technology and customer ameni es
 Seamless links with other transporta on providers
 Simpler ways to pay fares and access the system
Next steps are to outline costs, align funding, and set an
implementa on schedule.

Carol Dozier, Administra ve Specialist

Director's Oﬃce

Casi Hansford, Business Applica ons
Specialist ‐ SGA Oﬃce
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Planning Administration

Planning Administra on provides staﬃng support for the Planning Commission,
City Council, the Chesapeake Bay Preserva on Area Board, Wetlands Board,
Historical Review Board, and the Historic Preserva on Commission. Planning
Administra on members work with applicants on each phase of the process to
ensure land use compliance with ordinances and plans.

Planning Items

Carolyn Smith
Planning Administrator

In the third quarter of 2017, staﬀ worked with applicants, reviewed and wrote 23 agenda applica ons for
rezonings, condi onal use permits, street closures, subdivision variances, alterna ve compliance, and
non‐conforming planning items. Agenda request forms and presenta ons were also prepared for City
Council on 24 Planning items.

Environmental Team
Chesapeake Bay Preserva on Area (CBPA) Board ‐ Generally projects located in first 100 feet seaward
por on of buﬀer: 16 submi als, 13 approvals, 2 in review.
Chesapeake Bay Preserva on Area (CBPA) Administra ve Variances ‐ Generally projects located in the land‐
ward por on of buﬀer: 6 submi als, 6 in review.
Preliminary Project Request (PPR) ‐ An informal process to determine which formal process is required, if
any, for projects located in the CBPA Resource Protec on Area (RPA): 40 submi als, 38 approvals,
2 In review.
Wetlands Board ‐ Shoreline projects located in dal wetlands and coastal primary sand dunes: 18 sub‐
mi als, 12 approvals, 7 wetlands approvals released for construc on.
Waterfront ‐ Generally all shoreline projects alongside City waterways not involving dal wetlands and
coastal primary sand dunes: 53 submi als, 42 approvals.
Sand Management Applica ons ‐ 1 submi ed, 1 approvals, 1 approvals released for construc on.

Councilwoman Barbara Henley hosted a meeting to inform citizens about the
Sandbridge Beach Grooming Program and the City’s Beach Vitex Eradication
Program. Vitex is a noxious weed that chokes out beneficial dune vegetation.
Charles “Chuck” McKenna, Coastal Zone Inspector briefed on the Vitex
Eradication Program and encouraged citizens to contact him to coordinate
treatment/removal.
Charles “Chuck” McKenna
Coastal Zone Inspector
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Zoning Administration

Zoning Administra on is responsible for the interpreta on and enforce‐
ment of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, processing zoning approvals and
permits for residen al and commercial uses, administering the City’s Zoning
Ordinance by processing appeals and variances to the Board of Zoning
Appeals, verifying the proﬀers and condi ons of City Council ac ons are
met, and responding to ci zen inquiries and concerns regarding zoning
regula ons and viola ons.

Third Quarter Accomplishments

Kevin Kemp,
Zoning Administrator

Board of Zoning Appeals: Worked with applicants, reviewed and wrote 22 variance requests
Performed 2,358 zoning inspec ons throughout the City
Removed 3,196 illegal signs from the public right‐of‐way
Verified condi ons for 319 Condi onal Use Permits

Serving Our Customers at the Counter
Zoning Inspectors working at the public counter answered 2,114 zoning related phone calls; 2,210
e‐mails; assisted 1,008 customers; reviewed 882 business license applica ons; 109 site plans and reviewed
39 AICUZ applica ons.
Zoning Highlights: The zoning division con nues to move towards exci ng new ground. Dra ordinances
for short‐term rentals have been dra ed and will be presented to City Council in the near future. We
expect our short‐term rental approach to pave the way for all the other municipali es in Virginia. Stay
tuned.

Oceanfront Resort District Form-Based Code (ORDFBC) Amendments
The ORDFBC turned five this year, and it’s ready for an update! The original ORDFBC was adopted July 10, 2012
to realize the vision of the Resort Area Strategic Ac on Plan (RASAP) and to achieve the following goals: encour‐
age more mixed use, improve pedestrian environment, ac vate streets, open up vistas, enhance aesthe cs,
parking op ons, regulatory flexibility, and incen vize redevelopment.
A Steering Commi ee was formed to review concerns raised by stakeholders as new
projects were approved under the new code. Planning Commissioners Jeﬀ Hodgson
and Dee Oliver are members of the Steering Commi ee, which has been working with
staﬀ on an amendment package. A Planning Commission Workshop and numerous
stakeholder group mee ngs have been held to review the amendments.
A er much public outreach, the amendments are now ready for:



Planning Commission Public Hearing/Vote ‐ Wednesday, November 8
City Council Public Hearing/Vote ‐ Tuesday, December 5
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Development Services Center (DSC)

Development Services Center (DSC) reviews, approves, and permits develop‐
ment projects and subdivision plats to ensure public safety while promo ng
quality development throughout the City consistent with City Council’s Vision
of “A Community for a Life me.” We do this by applying City Code and
policies to all development projects in a fair and impar al manner. Establish‐
ing partnerships between the development community and the City helps to
assure reasonable me frames and quality results for our community.
Nancy McIntyre, Development
Services Administrator

Third Quarter

Reviewed 713 submi als
Held 54 project mee ngs with consultants and developers, including pre‐submi al mee ngs, pre‐
design mee ngs and mee ngs to resolve review issues
Issued 31 Right of Way and 38 Land Disturbing/Stormwater Permits and Currently Managing
$39,116,144.74 in sure es

Notable Projects Permitted for Site Work
Farmhouse Brewery ‐ 1805 Kempsville Road
Aldi ‐ 929 First Colonial Road
Vineyard Subdivision ‐ 3312 Dam Neck Road
Express Oil Change ‐ 2136 Princess Anne Road
Kyndle’s Cay Subdivision ‐ Salem Road
Princess Anne Quarters East Subdivision ‐ Pierce Lane
The Enclave at Dam Neck ‐ Old Dam Neck Road
Harris Teeter Fuel Center ‐ 2103 Princess Anne Road

Farmhouse Brewery

Welcome Raelynn Sage Gray, born
August 24.
Congratulations Thressa Gray and
family!
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Permits & Inspections

Permits & Inspec ons administers the Uniform Statewide Building Code and
associated laws and ordinances, issues permits for, and performs inspec ons of
building construc on, plumbing, electrical, and mechanical systems installa on
and altera on.

Permit Totals
Repor ng Period

Permit Count

September 2017
2,627
August 2017
3,170
July 2017
2,653
Calendar Year to Date 26,079
Fiscal Year to Date
8,450
September 2016
2,620

Value

Fees

$ 43,336,093.92
$ 44,821,777.58
$ 97,872,930.48
$ 571,295,211.05
$ 186,630,801.98
$ 49,264,090.60

Number of Ac ve Development Sites: 1,897

Cheri Hainer, Permits and
Inspec ons Administrator

$ 305,023.64
$ 338,676.30
$ 348,009.68
$ 3,256,684.63
$ 991,709.62
$ 276,289.62

Inspec ons
7,630
9,419
8,318
78,232
25,367
7,601

Acreage: 33,981.732

Oceana Neighborhood Named
National Register Historic District

Mark Shea, Comprehensive
Planning Coordinator

The Oceana Neighborhood Historic District was oﬃcially placed on
the Na onal Register of Historic Places by the Na onal Park
Service on September 18, 2017. It is the first residen al neighbor‐
hood in Virginia Beach to achieve this recogni on. The historic
district nomina on was ini ated by the Historic Preserva on
Commission, managed by Planning and Community Development
staﬀ and compiled and submi ed by architectural historian Debra
McClane. The neighborhood was first pla ed in 1906 and took its
name from the nearby Oceana railroad stop. It eventually grew
into a small community with schools, shops and other businesses.
The residen al segment has survived and retains much of its early‐
to‐mid‐twen eth‐century character. Placement on the Na onal
Register is honorary and does not impose restric ons on the
proper es in the district.
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Strategic Growth Areas (SGA)

Strategic Growth Areas (SGA) Oﬃce plans and implements Virginia Beach’s
vision for its unique growth centers. The oﬃce is composed of mul ple
disciplines collabora ng with internal and external stakeholders to incen vize,
Transportation
and
transit
Division
facilitate,
and manage sustainable
development
in our
City.

Comprehensive Planning

Kathy Warren
SGA Manager

In 2013, City Council adopted a policy establishing the Neighbor‐
hood Iden fica on Sign (NIS) program. A NIS sign is placed on pub‐
lic property for the purpose of designa ng an area of the City that
has a historical, cultural, architectural, or ar s c significance. On
January 5, the Ocean Park Civic League voted to authorize the fabri‐
ca on of the two signs to be placed at the east and west entrance
to the Ocean Park neighborhood on Shore Drive. Planning staﬀ
worked with the civic league to develop and complete the neces‐
sary applica on form and obtain endorsement of the Bayfront
Vice Mayor Louis Jones, Ocean Park Civic
League President Andrew Broyles, and Mayor Advisory Commission.
Will Sessoms (le to right)

Parking Updates
Colorful Murals Welcome Visitors to Town Center
Richard Nickel’s bright and cheerful murals in the Armada Hoﬄer
Tower Parking Garage of Town Center located at 225 Town Center
Drive bring to life three interior walls. They are a welcoming
and whimsical addi on gree ng visitors to the Town Center of
Virginia Beach.
Stop by the garage while you’re enjoying Town Center!
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Management & Support

The Director's Oﬃce includes a Management & Support team that exists to
provide centralized coordina on of ac vi es throughout the department. The
essen al func ons fall into three broad categories: customer service, technical
services, and financial systems and controls.

Effective October 1 - New Notification Fees
Jolilda Saunders,
Administra ve Services Manager

No fica on of fee changes for Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals, CBPA Board and Wetlands
Board was announced September 25.
No fica on of adjacent property owners and the community of pending land use applica ons that require
public hearings is required in the Commonwealth of Virginia. In Virginia Beach, these include applica ons
to the Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals, Chesapeake Bay Preserva on Area Board and Wet‐
lands Board. No fica on is made by pos ng legal no ces in The Virginia Pilots Virginia Beach Beacon, mail‐
ing individual no ces to adjacent property owners, and providing signs which must be posted on the prop‐
erty. Most recently no fica on fees were variable and based on the number of signs required, number of
adjacent property owners and the amount of text in the legal no ce. The fee could not be assessed and
paid un l a er the applica on fee was paid.
In order to simplify the process and save our customers valuable me, this change establishes a flat fee
that will be paid at the same me as the applica on fee.
Only no fica on fees are changing. Applica on fees remain the same.
Eﬀec ve October 1, 2017, New No fica on Fees:
 Planning Commission….$130
 Board of Zoning Appeals….$120
 Chesapeake Bay Preserva on Area Board….$120
 Wetlands Board…. $120
For more informa on, please Contact: Marchelle Coleman….mcoleman@vbgov.com….(757)385‐8557.

New Mondo Boards in Building 2 Planning Conference Room

We’ve o en wanted Accela open on one screen and a website, a photo or
site plan viewable on another screen at the same me. It is now possible! It
is going to take some me to learn how to operate eﬃciently, but stay tuned
for upcoming training opportuni es.
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In The Office

New Members
July 20 ‐ William Morrell, Code (Plumbing) Inspector I
July 20 ‐ James Olds, Code (Building) Inspector I
August 3 ‐ Mark Reed, Full Time Planner

Service Anniversaries
35 Years ‐ John S. Dudley, Zoning Administra on
10 Years ‐ Ronald D. Berkebile, Strategic Growth Area
5 Years ‐ Lajos Torzsok, Building Permits and Inspec ons
5 Years ‐ Mark L. Davis, Building Permits and Inspec ons
5 Years ‐ Kris ne A. Gay, Strategic Growth Area
5 Years ‐ Mark Adam Dulowski, Building Permits and Inspec ons

Miracle Jeans Day - PCD Raised $185 for CHKD

September 13, CHKD Miracle Jeans Day, Planning Commissioners and PCD staﬀ showed their support by
dona ng $5 to wear jeans on this day. All proceeds go to CHKD, a member of the United Way chari es.
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In The Office

Annual Picnic—Games, Food and Fun!

Mark Your Calendar!

Next Staff Meeting - November 28, 2017
Next PCD Newsle er Submission Deadline: January 5, 2017 ‐ send submissions and comments to
dzywna@vbgov.com
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