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An Ordinance to Adopt and Incorporate into the Virginia Beach Comprehensive Plan the Virginia Beach Sea Level Wise 
Adaptation Strategy and to Amend Sections 1.1 (Plan for Sea Level Rise and Recurrent Flooding), 1.2 (Shore Drive 
Corridor), 2.2 (Sea Level Rise, Recurrent Flooding, and Hazard Mitigation), and 2.3 (Sea Level Rise and Recurrent 
Flooding). 
 

 
• In 2014, City Council launched the Comprehensive Sea Level Rise and Recurrent Flooding Capital Improvement 

Program project, which is now known as Sea Level Wise, to enable Virginia Beach to establish long-term 
resilience to sea level rise and associated recurrent flooding. The first phase of Sea Level Wise focused on 
establishing a full understanding of flood risks by analyzing sea level rise and recurrent flooding impacts to both 
built infrastructure and the natural environment. Phase two concentrated on developing and evaluating options 
for addressing short-term and long-term flood risks. During Phase three, a comprehensive planning process 
brought together all the distinct Sea Level Wise components to form an integrated Adaptation Strategy to guide 
adaptation efforts across the entire city, as well as actionable adaptation projects for each of the city’s four 
major watersheds. The final phase involves implementing the projects identified throughout this effort. 
 

• Virginia Beach and the Hampton Roads region are experiencing the highest rate of sea level rise on the East 
Coast. Regional planning guidance suggests communities plan for sea levels to increase by 1.5 feet by 2050, 3 
feet by 2080, and 4.5 feet by 2100. Virginia Beach is exposed to several sources of coastal flooding, including 
high tide flooding, wind tide flooding, storm surge flooding, rainfall (compounding) flooding, and groundwater 
flooding. Unless significant action is taken, future flood events will have wide-ranging impacts on the City’s 
infrastructure, economy, and overall well-being. 

 
• Virginia Beach recognizes the realities associated with increased sea level and is taking significant action. 

However, no single strategy will address the problem. As such, the City combined a variety of approaches in an 
Adaptation Framework to prepare for the future. The Adaptation Framework consists of four complementary 
themes, each with a specific approach to flood risk management. The layers are designed to support each other, 
integrating structural and non-structural measures to ensure comprehensive flood protection across a range of 
environmental conditions. Adaptation strategies fall broadly into the categories of natural mitigation, preparing 
the community, engineered defenses, and adapting structures. 
 

• Integrated flood adaptation planning will involve propagating the findings from this report and the reports that 
come after it, throughout all City planning processes and decision frameworks. This integration and 
incorporation will be different for every department, process, and document. Sea level rise and recurrent 
flooding is a challenge that impacts nearly every area of the City in some capacity, underscoring the importance 
of incorporating the most up-to-date research and data into current and future planning. 
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• Future staff reports for discretionary approvals will contain analysis noting how the site meets the intent of the 

recommendations and principals of the Sea Level Wise Adaptation Strategy. 
 

 
The adoption and incorporation of the Adaptation Strategies into the Comprehensive Plan is one of many steps that the 
City of Virginia Beach will take to solidify the long-term commitment to addressing sea level rise and recurrent flooding 
in all aspects of planning and decision making. Staff recommends approval of this Ordinance for the adoption and 
incorporation into the Virginia Beach Comprehensive Plan.  
 

 
Planning Commission 

• Over 500 residents participated in the adaptation strategy development process through a series of thirteen 
interactive public engagement meetings, and an online portal for residents who were unable to attend the live 
community meetings. The public meetings were advertised and promoted via multi-media campaigns to ensure 
perspectives from diverse audience were captured. The first set of public engagement meetings were held in 
2017 and early 2018. The second round of meetings was held in 2019 to introduce the public to policy, nature-
based, city-wide structural, and site-level flood risk management strategies in development.  A final round of 
public meetings was held in early 2020 to allow residents an opportunity to comment on the draft report. 

• As required by State Code, this item was advertised in the Virginia Pilot Beacon on Sundays, May 10, 2020 and 
May 17, 2020.                    

• This Staff report, as well as all reports for this Planning Commission’s meeting, was posted on the Commission’s 
webpage of www.vbgov.com/pc on May 21, 2020. 
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Revisions to Comprehensive Plan 2016 
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