
People want to get around and enjoy Virginia Beach by walking, biking, and other ways that don’t involve 
driving, but sometimes it can be difficult to get where you want to go. How can we make it better?  
 
City Council approved the current Bikeways and Trails Plan in 2011, so it’s time for an update. We need your 
thoughts and input to get headed in the right direction.  
 
What did people want in the 2011 Plan?  
► A vision to be “a City where people can walk, run, and ride anywhere safely, efficiently, and enjoyably.”  
► Public comments revealed four themes:  

► Sharing the road: people don’t know and don’t  follow the rules of the road about sharing 
► Bike-friendliness: we need a complete network of routes, both on-road and off-road 
► Connectivity: existing bike-ped facilities are discontinuous and disjointed 
► Other: crime, maintenance, costs, horses, and so on  

► The 2011 plan focuses on the 5 E’s: Education, Encouragement, Enforcement, Engineering, and Evaluation. 
 
How can you give your input into updating the Plan for 2017? 
► Attend the March 30 public meeting: in-person in Council chambers, on vbgov.com, or on Facebook live.  
► Take our survey about walking and biking at SurveyMonkey (coming soon).  
► Answer our core questions at vbgov.com’s Virtual Town Hall (coming soon).  
► Come to City board and commission meetings where we will discuss the update.  
► Check www.vbgov.com/bikewalk for links and updated information.  

Bikeways and Trails Plan 2017 

For details, contact: fun@VBgov.com | 757-385-1100 



This summary focuses on laws related to how we all should 
interact  on the road, whether driving, walking, or riding. These are 
all paraphrased, and there are more. For the full text, see Section 
46.2 of the Code of Virginia at http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/
title46.2/.  
 
Motorists have duties of care to pedestrians and cyclists:  
► Motorists passing bikes, mopeds and animals must be at a 

reasonable speed and give at least 3 feet (¶839)  
► Motorists may cross a double yellow line to pass pedestrians 

and bikes when they can do it safely (¶804) 
► Motorists may not tailgate any type of vehicle, including bikes 

(¶816) 
► Motorists may not open a car door in front of a cyclist (¶818.1) 
► Motorists must yield to pedestrians at  marked crosswalks,  

regular pedestrian crossings, and  intersections on roads 
marked ≤35mph (¶924) 

 
Pedestrians, including runners and joggers 
► Pedestrians must use sidewalks wherever available, or on the 

extreme left of roads without sidewalks (¶928) 
► Pedestrians should cross roads only at intersections and 

marked crosswalks (¶923) 
► Pedestrians may not cross roads in disregard of traffic (¶924) 

On the road, cyclists have the same rights and duties as motorists 
(¶800) In other words, obey all traffic signs and signals!  
► On roads, ride as close as safely practicable to the right edge 

except when  passing,  turning left,  avoiding hazards,  
going straight past a right-turn lane,  on a one-way road, or  
when the lane is too narrow to share with another vehicle (¶905)  

► Cyclists may ride two abreast but must go single file when 
overtaken by a faster vehicle (¶905)  

► Cyclists may go thru a red light when safe after waiting 2 cycles or 
2 minutes (¶ 833)  

► Cyclists use hand signals when turning or changing lanes (¶849)  
► Cyclists may not hold onto another vehicle (¶932)  
► Bikes on roads must have a brake (¶1066)  
► Cyclists may not use earphones on or in both ears (¶1078)  
 
On paths and sidewalks, cyclists have the same rights and duties as  
pedestrians (¶904)  
► Cyclists yield to pedestrians (¶904)  
► Cyclists give audible warnings before passing (¶904)  
 
Both on-road and off-road:  
► Have no more riders on a bike than it was designed for (¶906)  
► From dusk to dawn, use a front white light & a rear red reflector; 

on roads ≥35mph, use a rear red light (¶1015)  

SUMMARY OF VIRGINIA LAWS 

SUMMARY OF VIRGINIA BEACH LAWS 
Virginia Beach has local ordinances in addition to Virginia laws.  
These are all paraphrased, and there are more. For the full text, 
see the Code at www.municode.com; pick “Library” then “Virginia” 
then “Virginia Beach”.  
 
► Helmets are required for anybody 14 or younger on a bike. (§7-

50) 
► Bikes are allowed on sidewalks and paths throughout Virginia 

Beach, except in the Resort Area and Town Center.  (§7-59) 
► Bikes may not be ridden on the beaches, sand dunes, 

boardwalk, oceanfront parks, or in City-owned parking garages.  
► Bike racing is prohibited except with a special event permit. (§7-

61) 
► Keep dogs on leash. (§5-531) 
 
Check the current rules when riding on paths in the state parks 
and the national wildlife refuge.  

SMART CUSTOMS  
There’s more to walking and riding well than just what’s in the laws.  
► Share the Road, and Share the Path.  
► On sidewalks and trails, stop, look & listen before crossing 

roads. 
► Wear bright colors whenever walking or biking near roadways, 

especially at night. Use lights and reflectors at night.  
► On paths, walk and ride on the right; pass on the left.  
► Keep animals under control and keep leashes short.  
► Love your head: wear a helmet when riding a bike.  
► Ride a bike that fits you and fits the way you ride.  
► Do an ABC Quick Check before starting your ride: 

► ABC: check the Air, Brakes and Chain.  
► Quick: check the Quick releases on your wheels.  
► Check: do a quick ride-around to be sure everything works.  

 
Take a bike skills class to learn more and develop special skills.  

Prepared Feb 2017 by Wayne Wilcox, Senior Planner 


