
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 
SUMMARY 
 
Violet Bank Trail 
(City Project #100119.007 & #100558) 
(UPC #113469 ) 
(Federal Project #TAP-5A03(988)) 

 

 

PREPARED FOR     
 
City of Virginia Beach 
Department of Public Works/Engineering 
484 Viking Drive, Suite 200 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
 
 

PREPARED BY 
 
VHB 
Two Columbus Center 
4500 Main Street, Suite 400 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

September 2022 



 

  

Project Description 
The City of Virginia Beach conducted a Virtual Citizen Information Meeting to provide 
information on the proposed Violet Bank Trail in the Bellamy Manor neighborhood of 
Virginia Beach in the months of April through May of 2022.   The location of this trail project 
was originally identified in the City of Virginia Beach’s Bikeways and Trails Plan (a 
component of the City’s Comprehensive Plan) in 2011 as a location opportunity for a shared 
use path.  Later in 2018, a VDOT TAP Grant Award was given and authorization to proceed 
was granted in 2019 for this shared use path connection project. 
The proposed project area is in the Kempsville portion of the City of Virginia Beach, north of 
Ferrell Parkway and east of Indian Lakes Boulevard beginning at Kittery Drive and 
connecting to Selwood Drive.  Currently the connection between Violet Bank Drive and 
Selwood Drive is an unpaved foot path used by pedestrians.  The purpose of this project is 
to improve mobility/connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists by constructing a  
10-foot wide asphalt shared use path from the southern end of Violet Bank Drive to 
Selwood Drive and a 5-foot concrete sidewalk from Kittery Drive east to the start of the 
proposed shared use path.  This project will comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) design guidelines by providing accessible street crossings and path and sidewalk 
ramps.   

Public Outreach Process 
The City of Virginia Beach conducted a Virtual Citizen Meeting for the Violet Bank Trail 
project beginning April 18, 2022 and continued to collect citizen comments through May 
22, 2022.  This method of public outreach encouraged public participation and solicited 
feedback on the project through online comments, mail-in comments, and comments 
received via email and/or phone calls directly to City representatives. Data available for 
review through the virtual meeting room portal included a pre-recorded informational 
video, a current engineering plan set of the proposed trail, environmental documents, 
drainage report, an interactive map of the project along with a rendered plan view of the 
project and a scaled section view of the trail.  Local residents also choose to discuss and 
comment on the proposed project through social media platforms to increase awareness of 
the project and public comment period. 
Meeting notices were distributed via first class mail to property owners and residents 
adjacent to the project footprint, informing them of the virtual meeting.  Additionally, the 
meeting was advertised on the City of Virginia Beach’s website, and in the Virginia Pilot 
newspaper on April 16 and 30, 2022, the advertisement is shown below. 



 

  

 
   



 

  

Virtual Meeting Room Traffic 
Website traffic for the virtual meeting room (VMR) data was collected during the open 
commenting period from April 18, 2022, to May 22, 2022.  This data was collected using 
Google Analytics and tracks both total visits to the website and unique visits to the website 
from unique IP addresses. 

During the active comment period, the VMR received 1,164 visits.  Of these visits, 919 where 
from unique IP address.  In general, each unique IP address is considered to represent a 
single unique user.  Spikes in traffic occurred at the beginning of the open comment period 
and during the week immediately preceding the close of the comment period.  This amount 
of traffic and engagement from the public for a project of this magnitude illustrates one 
advantage of engaging the public using digital materials published to the internet. The 
number of clicks received for individual meeting room content during the active comment 
period is summarized below: 

 Project Video: 691 views 
 Typical Cross Section: 109 views 
 Plan Layout: 199 views 
 Plan Set: 365 views 
 Drainage Report: 80 views 
 Project Handout: 100 views 
 Interactive Web Map: 206 views 
 Environmental Document: 103 views 
 Contact Information Card: 67 views 

Comment Summary 
All comments received by means listed above were recorded.  Overall, the City received 182 
comments.  155 responses were received via the VMR electronic commenting process.  27 
people communicated their opinions of the project via email.  There is also a private 
Facebook group for the Bellamy Woods neighborhood that was utilized by citizens to voice 
their opinions on the trail project.  These comments were not considered formal and 
therefore are not included in the comment analytics.  Comments received through the VMR 
process and via email along with the city’s responses to them are included as appendices to 
this report.  Also included in the appendix for informational purposes is a summary of 
comments posted to a Bellamy Woods Neighborhood social media page. 

108 or roughly 59% of responses received through the VMR process, via email, and as 
written responses indicated support and being in favor of the trail project.  Approximately 
83% percentage of respondents thought that the information in the virtual meeting was 
presented clearly with some even stating that the format worked well.  A predominant 
reason given for support of the trail was concern for safety in traveling along Providence 



 

  

Road and using the new trail to avoid its use in connecting throughout the neighborhood 
and to other destinations in the area.  Even those who weren’t necessarily in support of the 
project in its current design expressed this concern.  Accessibility for those with disabilities, 
cyclists, and strollers was also a notable topic mentioned by supporters of the trail project.  
Safety along a newly constructed trail was also mentioned as a concern, interest in pathway 
lighting and providing safety measures for cyclists crossing over roadways while proceeding 
along the trail. 

67 or roughly 37% of responses received through the VMR process, via email, and as written 
responses indicated opposition to the trail project.  Of those opposed to the trail 
construction, one of the predominant reasons was removal of trees and impacts to the 
overall “natural” aesthetic of the pathway.   

Of those not in favor of a 10-foot wide trail, some supported a narrower trail that would 
result in less impacts to the mature trees along the existing foot path.  Some respondents in 
favor of the project also expressed an interest in the path being narrower than the 
proposed 10 feet.   The overall cost of the project was also a predominant reason given for 
not being in favor of constructing the trail.   

Not all those responding to the survey or showing interest in the project via email 
expressed a clear decision on whether they were in support of the project, but rather 
provided only their opinions on various aspects of the project and/or asked for plan 
clarifications or additional information.  7 or roughly 4% of responses received through the 
VMR process, via email, and as written responses did not clearly indicate support or 
opposition for the project.  A summary of the comments is presented in the matrix below. 

All Responses 

Of the responses received, 20, or roughly 11%, were provided by residents located directly 
adjacent to the Violet Bank corridor.  3 of these 20 respondents, or 15%, were in favor of the 
project, 15, or 75%, were opposed, and 2, or 10%, did not indicate support or opposition.  A 
summary of comments received from residents located adjacent to the corridor is presented 
in the matrix below.  

Responses from Residents Adjacent to Corridor 
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Karen Mcpherson 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook page

What do you like/dislike about this project? I am in support of this connection and use the path frequently. The current condition limits activity to foot traffic 
only.  An enhanced connection will allow for jogging and biking and connection to surrounding neighborhoods and 
the Kempsville Recenter center.

Name Troy McPherson

Are you in favor of this project? Yes
How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook
Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I believe the Violet Bank trail is a much needed project for our neighborhoods along Providence Road.  We've lived 
in Bellamy Woods for 23 years and have felt the limited access to our Kempsville community amenities.  With no 
pedestrian access along Providence Rd., our family has used the current trail with some reservation over the years.  
The often over grown, muddy and foot traffic only Violet Bank Trail project has been a planned and needed amenity 
since we moved here.  Many years of driving our children to friends houses, Recreation Center, Elementary, Middle 
and High School only a couple block away simply  because there is no  safe route seems to be the original vision for 
the trail.  I believe this trail is long overdue and should be constructed as proposed!

What do you like/dislike about this project? It provides needed pedestrian access to to communities along the Providence Rd corridor.  Not just foot traffic.  
Bikes, strollers, and disabled.
Anything narrower than what is planned would only serve those along the trail and not the entire community for 
which the right of way was dedicated for.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Name Isaiah Lynn Keontae McCoy

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Google news

What do you like/dislike about this project? It's pointless and that money could be used to improve roads or help public transportation like buses

Name Cesar Plazas-Guzman

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Online news article

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

This is a great idea. This will give more opportunities for people to be active.
Be sure that the surface if very flat, with no bumps so it is nice for skateboarding and roller skates 

Name Cindy Johannes

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard from neighbors. I live one house away from the project. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I feel that the project is too extensive.  Cutting down old growth trees for a 10 foot wide trail  is environmentally 
irresponsible in this time of global warming and will destroy animal habitats in an area that is at the starting point of 
the North Landing River. A narrower trail (more like a sidewalk) will still allow for foot traffic while preserving the 
surroundings that have made the area so popular. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I dislike the environmental impact of this project - changes in drainage patterns, destruction of old growth trees and 
destruction animal habitats. I feel that additional width will encourage motorized traffic.  Properties along the project 
will be subjected decreased values caused by the destruction of the natural landscape, increased foot traffic and 
potential motorized traffic (scooters, electric bikes, etc). The end result will look more like an alley than a nature trail. 
A narrower trail (5 feet or less) would mitigate some of the potential damage. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? I don't feel the negative impact of this project was well advertised to the public.  The design of the trail will go from 
looking like a nature trail to one that more closely resembles an alley between houses. Homes several houses over 
from the project could potentially be impacted by changes in the drainage system. 

Name Regina O'Brien Glaser

Are you in favor of this project? Yes
How did you hear about this meeting? News article WTKR - Providence Road is too dangerous for biking and walking. I love that the city is protecting our 

children & adults with bike & walkways. 
Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Make sure there a lights/cameras for safety at night. It could be a zone for dangerous activity. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Wheelchair access, biking& walking paths. Roads are too dangerous. Get people out of cars and walk. 
Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  No lighting or 
cameras are proposed as part of this project.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Stan Crockett

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood Social Media.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

The path is a viable ecosystem that I believe the current plans will disrupt. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that the City is intending to make pedestrians and cyclist a safe parallel path to Providence Road that is badly 
needed.  However taking down trees and putting in an asphalt surface would definitely upset the ecosystem in place.  
It would seem that there are other alternatives that would yield the same results without disturbing the wild life.  For 
something that is this costly and impactful, wouldn't it make sense to present a less intrusive alternative that will 
meet the City's goal for safety and inclusiveness of foot traffic, cyclist and access for the physically impaired with a 
more nature friendly approach?

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes the presentation was clearly presented, but it was pushed out with a very short deadline for the citizens to 
comment.

Additional Comments Thank you for considering my comments.  I love this neighborhood and want to make sure that it we do the right 
thing with this path.

Name Jody

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? From someone that lives in the neighborhood

What do you like/dislike about this project? The city is trying to increase the urban tree canopy and has found the number decreasing rather that increasing over 
the past two years.  I just help complete a study on the connection between tree canopy and heat related illness that 
found that having more trees improved health, overall well being, decreased heating and air conditioning usage (less 
fossil fuel consumption) and sequestered CO2 (a gas that is affecting Global Warming).
This project appears to need at least 30 mature trees to be taken out in order for this project to go forward. That is 
moving the needle backwards rather than forward on UTC and improving the health and well being, not only of that 
neighborhood, but also of the city.  It seems like there needs to be a better study done on the effects of removing 
these trees, both in clean air, CO2 not sequestered, and possible flooding issues.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? There does not seem to be an clear environmental impact statement completed on the project with the exact 
number and size of the trees that need to be moved.  There does not seem to be any alternatives that were looked 
at, such as a permeable pathway that is both environmentally friendly and ADA accessible

Additional Comments I think this needs to go back for further study and input from the neighborhood, as well as the potential users of the 
path.

Name Sharon and David Sellers

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I'm a resident

What do you like/dislike about this project? Why does a "bike" path need to be 10' wide??? The destruction of existing property, fences, wildlife in reference to 
the overall neighborhood benefit doesn't seem equal. Taking down mature trees only to be replaced by new trees is 
also ridiculous! The trees already there use up water so building additional drains is a waste of my money! I don't 
really want or need additional foot/bike/pedestrian traffic ending on my street and nearly in my front yard coming 
off of a 10' path. Who did this study that decided removing trees and neighbors fences, disturbing wildlife, taking up 
additional neighbors spaces/trees for equipment for a 10' wide path at the tune of over 2 million dollars was a good 
idea for a neighborhood????? How about cleaning it up instead of starting over?????

Additional Comments This plan needs to be amended to a more reasonable cost and overall final outcome for the good of Bellamy Monor 
residents!

Name Tim

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Whisper network

What do you like/dislike about this project? A local project.  Short term sounds good.  Long term not good.  Money for water drainage would be a better use of 
tax dollars.  For those in favor let them a special add on.  Where's the environmental impact report.  Criminal impact.  
Fix the street.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? No.

Additional Comments Safety for providence,  then build a real walk way there.  Fix the bend.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  Design alternatives 
are being considered and analyzed by the City to 
reduce the project's impact to existing trees and 
fences.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  Design alternatives 
are being considered and analyzed by the City to 
reduce the project's impact to existing trees and 
fences.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The approved 
Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE) 
environmental document was made available for 
download during the virtual citizen information 
meeting.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Debbie and Mark Francis

How did you hear about this meeting? A neighbor.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

1. 6 to 7 foot wide trail, no wider. Standard width for 2 way bike trail is 79 inches(2 meters).
2. Keep trail as natural as it is now minus the roots, trash, fallen trees and underbrush in the way of comfortable 
walking or riding.
3. Do not remove any trees other than those that are in the way of trail.
4. Signage stating trail closes at dusk.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I do not agree with the 10 foot width of trail. 
I like the idea of preserving as many trees that can be for a 79 inch trail.
I use the trail now and love the private and natural aspect of it.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Have heard two renditions of what it will look like and am confused about the final plan.

Additional Comments I am in favor of the trail as long as the current very desirable natural look is not interfered with, not in favor of a 10ft 
cement highway. 

Name Mark Brooks

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbors

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I believe the roads that are not dead ins would need some type of speed tables at the point where children would 
cross the street. I don't see any review or speed study on the traffic and the impact controlling these cut throughs. 
One of the points for this project is pedestrian safety but you are really just funneling this issue to another location 
and actually make it worse because people will have a false since of safety because most roads are not cut throughs. 
I would hate to see a civil suit because the study wasn't conducted in the way it was intended if an accident happens.  

What do you like/dislike about this project? Speed of the roads are a huge concern. The average speed in the cut throughs is 40+ all day long.  Way too fast for 
kids. and hopefully there are no blind spots coming up to the roads..

Name Lori Parker

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Through a family member that lives next to the current trail in Bellamy Manor. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

4 of the 5 community service facilities that city officials say will be easier to access once the project is finished aren't 
even on the same side of Providence Road as the Violet Bank Trail (Kempsville Recreation Center, Kempsville Middle 
School, Kempsville High School and Kempsville Library). So, although the trail's purpose is to provide more safety, 
folks will still have to cross over the busy Providence Road to get to those facilities. As for Providence Elementary 
School, it's unlikely that kids that young are walking to school from the trail and then crossing Providence Road. 
Furthermore, the neighborhood streets on the opposite side of Providence Road are more than sufficient and safe 
for getting people to these facilities. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? The destruction of property during construction phase (fencing, yards), the loss of so many mature trees, and the 
inconvenience and disruption of daily life for several years to the citizens that live next to the trail doesn't justify the 
cost or the end result. Hardly anyone uses this trail, and it's not like people will be driving to the trail, parking their 
car, and walking or biking along the trail. The current trail is used by the people that live in the neighborhood, the 
same people that are mostly OPPOSED to this. Were these citizens personally contacted to see how THEY feel about 
the project? Does anyone that is FOR the project live along the trail?? Unlikely. 
If the city was given money to spend, how about spend it on something worthwhile and not just to spend it and 
disrupt the residents that live in the trail area and potentially decrease their property values? 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? The information is one-sided, showing only the supposed benefits (which doesn't mean they are true benefits) and 
no disadvantages.

Additional Comments If the project moves forward, please consider a MUCH less invasive plan. How about a 5 feet wide path instead of 10 
feet for the 15 people that use it on an average day? And remove half as many trees? In a nutshell, this project is very 
wasteful and unnecessary! 
Thank you for taking these comments into consideration. 

Name George Hodermarsky 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook and TV news

What do you like/dislike about this project? Like: long overdue project that will allow safe movement from Bellamy Woods area to Kempsville public facilities and 
schools. Providence Rd is clearly unsuitable for biking or walking. 
Dislike:
 1.  Ten foot wide paved path exceeds need and adds unnecessary cost. Trail should be used primarily by children 
and families; not a commuter bike path.
2. Removal of existing trees appears to be excessive.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Strongly support the project, but it needs to be revised to meet perceived usage and to minimize tree removal.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The VDOT 
minimum width for shared use paths is  8 feet 
and a minimum horizontal offset of 3 feet to all 
obstructions, such as trees poles and fences, is 
also required.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The project will 
include safety measures at all roadway crossings, 
including stop signs along the trail, cross walks, 
and pedestrian crossing signs.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  Notification letters 
were sent to residents in the vicinity of the 
project area, an advertisement was posted in the 
Virginia Pilot, and information was posted on 
the City's website regarding this virtual citizen 
information meeting. The virtual citizen 
information meeting is one of the forums in 
which resident's comments are recorded and 
considered in determining the direction of 
project. The number of comments received by 
residents directly adjacent to the project is listed 
in the Comment Summary section of the report 
above.  Design alternatives are being considered 
and analyzed by the City to reduce the project's 
impact to existing trees and fences.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Alexis Winter

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Parents received a letter

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

None

What do you like/dislike about this project? I do not agree with this project at all. My family has lived by this trail for more than 20 years. I have personally walked 
them my entire life. There isn't hardly enough people using them to be spending over two million dollars on it. The 
amount of time, money & resources this project will take is absolutely outrageous and will be such a waste. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Jody Winter

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Received a letter

What do you like/dislike about this project? I have lived next to this trail for 20+ years. The trail  does not have enough foot traffic to spend the money on. This 
project is an inconvenience to homeowners, thousands of trees and other plants will be destroyed and killed in the 
process. The violet bank trail project is a waste of time, money & resources.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Deborah G Smith

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? By mail

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

N/A

What do you like/dislike about this project? At first when I learned about the trial I thought it could be a good idea, but after learning more about how it would 
impact my property and many others and their properties I have completely changed my mind. Learning that a 
sidewalk would be placed on my property is not acceptable to me, learning that hundreds of trees will have to be 
taken down will destroy the wildlife that lives in them and around them.  Ground cover will be uprooted where birds, 
squirrels, and insects feed from.  
A ten foot wide asphalt walk will  prevent water from rains to seep into the ground and will run off onto properties 
and could cause flooding.  A public meeting is needs for residence and voice opinions.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? After meeting with Jason Wilson we mainly talked about the impact on my property with the sidewalk, recently I 
learned about the hundreds of trees and wildlife being destroyed by this trail being created.  
I researched AmericanTrail.org and there are alternatives to trails that are less invasive than asphalt and less invasive 
to nature and property.  Please check out Permeable Pavers that can really make a difference.

Additional Comments Not at this time.

Name Darius Pilapil

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Moved into a new neighborhood and the neighbors mentioned the plan for the trail.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Safe modes of alternate transportation is sorely needed. This sounds like it will bring the area together by linking 
community areas and enabling a safer passage to and from them. Providence Road is hardly pedestrian or bike 
friendly.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The modified ditch 
along the path is designed to collect runoff from 
the proposed path and provide additional 
stormwater storage volume to alleviate 
downstream flooding. 

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Cris OBrien

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? WTKR

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Since there  are no end points, just neighborhood streets, I am curious  what will be done at the end points of the 
trail . I live  a couple blocks from the intersection of Violet Banks and Kittery  and have come close to being TBoned 
there  twice .Both times cars blew through the stop sign. I am  afraid some child will get hit. 
If the kids are headed to the rec center or Kempsville Middle School, they will still have to cross Providence Road.
If they head down Kittery, there are still deep ditches and no shoulders. 

If it goes through, could the city replace the trees by adding trees in Indian Lakes property, like the green belt area 
along Pleasant Valley Road or at the end of Langston ? Does the city have the right of way around the lakes ?
A nice park off Pleasant Valley could be an endpoint. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I too am concerned about the number of trees that will be cut down. Trees absorb thousands of gallons of runoff 
water every year. With all the flooding problems we have, we need the trees. 
There is a bike/walking path that is part of Indian Lakes Foundation that parallels the proposed trail. I walk it 
frequently and it is rare that I see another person.  It goes from Homestead almost all the way to Indian Lakes Blvd.  
The only road it crosses is Flobert, running behind the others. 
Could access be made to this trail from the streets off Providence Road ? That would be much cheaper and there are 
no deep drainage ditches that need to be included. I believe it is Indian Lakes property, but perhaps they could work 
out a deal that is less than 2 million dollars. This trail turns when it gets to a church parking lot. that is on Indian 
Lakes Blvd. The church as well might be willing to let it be built, or the city might have right of way to  the property 
be the canal. This would end on Indian Lakes Blvd, a much safer way to cross Providence Road. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Have you presented this to the Civic Leagues of Bellamy Woods, Stratford Chase etc ?

Name Stella B Fitzgerald

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? neighbors

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

6 feet wide would probably be enough for biking and walking.
Do not cut trees on the far side of the ditch.

What do you like/dislike about this project? the present trail is too rough to walk and ride bikes on.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Name James W Smith

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? A letter middle of April 2022.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

N/A

What do you like/dislike about this project? We are going on record to oppose the $2 Million Violet Bank Trail Project currently in the Design Phase. This trail will 
have a real negative affect on residential property and wooded landscaping. Our property will be greatly affected by 
the planned sidewalk in front of our home. A 240' long sidewalk  at our end of Violet Bank Drive to Kittery Drive 
which will be on the opposite side of the existing Violet Bank Drive. This will require two crossings (North to South) 
of the intersection of Kittery and Violet Bank Drive. 
We are asking that the city, VB Transportation Division, Public Works/Engineering provide a Public Meeting to fully 
inform the citizens.
v/r
Jim and Deb Smith

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes. At the recent meeting  05.12.2022 at our home chaired by Mr. Jason Wilson

Additional Comments None at tis time.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The project will 
include safety measures at all roadway crossings, 
including stop signs along the trail, cross walks, 
and pedestrian crossing signs.  New trees are 
proposed along the path to mitigate the trees 
removed as part of this project.  The modified 
ditch along the path is designed to collect runoff 
from the proposed path and provide additional 
stormwater storage volume to alleviate 
downstream flooding. 

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Anthony Carino

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Online article.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Can we repurpose the railroads as a bike Path? After living in VB for 26 years, I moved to Missouri for 6 years, 
specifically Saint Charles.  They repurposed a retired railroad and turned it to a 250 mile paved path (Katy Trail). Not 
that I'm saying we need 200 miles worth, but It's absolutely phenomenal for safety, health, cycling, walking etc.  I 
would go 25-30 miles about 4-5 times a week in Saint Charles, MO. Moving back here because I got a job....I can 
barely go 3-4 miles because there's really no bike friendly place, whether trail or road back. Cars here don't care to 
share the roads. And it's. Dangerous 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like the fact that we're trying to promote safety and options for cyclists. I don't like the fact it's only .6 miles. But I 
appreciate any and every effort

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes
Additional Comments I'd like to see more cycling, path friendly places for walkers, cyclists, etc. It promotes a healthier lifestyle in a 

massively growing city

Name Sophia Pedroza

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard from a resident of the area.

What do you like/dislike about this project? The removal of old growth trees along the neighborhood creates several environmental concerns.

Name Suzanne Pedigo

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I have heard through out Civic League and more recently, neighbors and local news outlets.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I first commented on this project earlier in the week when I was given the information. Since then, new information 
has been presented, made light about the project and I would like to change my initial thoughts. I am now in favor of 
a modification to the plan. I do not think the removal of all or many trees along the path would be appropriate nor 
beneficial to anyone. I would like to see some of the trees pruned or thinned out etc, however not totally removed. 
These trees are part of a whole Eco-system that exists along the trail. I live 2 houses from the proposed trail and 
those trees provide many of us privacy from the trail along with shade for our homes and yards. Removing all trees 
would cost homeowners, especially during spring and summer months. These trees also provide a sound barrier from 
nearby Ferrell Parkway that has much traffic and noise to our quiet neighborhood.I am in favor of modifying the 
project to 5ft wide and maintaining/ pruning a percentage of the trees. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like the fact that the trail can be used for pedestrians, bikers, and provide access to other parts of the 
neighborhood. I think we are in need of that. I also like that the city is investing in the Kempsville community and 
looking to address the safety of our children, seniors and those in between. I also like and am in favor of a walk way 
that is maintained by the city since currently there are many bee and wasps nests along with poison ivy. 
I dislike the removal of ALL trees. I dislike the 10ft path idea and would like to see something smaller to maintain the 
peaceful and privacy of the trail. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? I commented originally with a different perspective. It was later brought to my attention through neighbors that the 
trail would be removing all trees and more of the plan. I do not think the plan accurately presented that information 
to the citizens.  

Additional Comments I urge the city to provide citizens with more detailed information regarding the trees and Eco-System effects. We 
would also like an in person meeting to ask and answer questions in an amicable resolution. 

Name Ginnine Carlson

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? On Google News

What do you like/dislike about this project? This project is long overdue. Me and my family have been going down that dirt path since we moved here in 1993. 
We did not like riding our bikes on Providence Road.

Name Rachel Achee

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? From another concerned citizen who lives in the area.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

https://www.americantrails.org/resources/how-permeable-pavers-make-a-
difference?fbclid=IwAR1aLMnyJI1v3D_4Fxku09dqQHQVKI6dYplx1NmHhwLZMFYlu41BXvi4Iqw
Seems like a viable less destructive option. 

What do you like/dislike about this project?  To cut down hundreds of beautiful old growth trees that help stabilize the soil and help the environment for less 
than a mile of pathway that is unlikely to be used by that many people should be considered criminal. There are 
other options to create an accessible path like permeable pavers without the destruction this would cause. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments I really hope that at a time when our climate is in so much trouble you will reconsider a plan that could contribute to 
making things so much worse and look at options that are less environmentally impactful. 

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Mark A. Johnson

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Add in Virginia Pilot Newspaper

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

The section appears to be appropriate in locating the multi-use path on the north side of the right of way placing it 
over the existing underground water and gravity sewer lines and locating the stormwater flood control system on the 
southside of the right of way.  In an effort to reduce post development stormwater runoff, evaluate the impact by 
reducing the width of the asphalt path or using pervious material for the path.
Take into consideration who is responsible for maintenance of the improved right of way.  If possible, flatten 
drainage system side slopes so maintenance of vegetation can be manageable.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I have reviewed the Public Outreach document, Programmatic Categorical (PCE) document, drainage study, and 
Violet Bank Shared Use Path 30% Submittal plans. The documents show a sound understanding of and logical 
approach to accomplishing the project. The design has minimized the impact to temporary easements to 8 adjacent 
properties, and to trees that are in conflict with the purposed trail on the north side and the stormwater system on 
the south side. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? The project public information website we clear, easy to use, and provide an abundance of understandable 
information.

Additional Comments I suggest the following:
Look at reducing the post development stormwater discharge by reducing the amount impervious area by possible 
reducing the width of the asphalt trail or use pervious material for the trail.
As the project develops, take into account sequence of construction impacts to adjacent property owners with 
respect to laydown areas.
Establish who will maintain the right of way once the project is complete.  City departments should play a greater 
role than currently today.
The project plans show removing 46 trees along the right of way. Eighteen trees are identified for removal between 
Newmarket Drive and Flobert Drive. This represents 39% of the tree removed by the project.  I have reviewed the 
plans and support removing these trees for the purpose to construct the path and establish a functioning 
stormwater management system.
If the decision is made to hold a public information meeting with impacted residents, I will gladly attend and 
participate is a positive productive manager.

Name Christopher Elliott

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood Civic League.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Having teenage kids, this will provide a safer way for them to visit friends in close by neighborhoods.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Name Shawnda Bentley

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook local news

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that this project will provide a safe passageway for pedestrians. Daily, i see dozens of local residents, children, 
dog walkers, etc. using this current path. I myself use it weekly to walk my dogs since my street is a dead end and 
Providence Road is dangerous with no sidewalks. It currently is rocky, muddy, and sloped making it hazardous at 
times to traverse. 
I also like the idea of improved drainage for our neighborhood.
My only concern is that there will be a loss of vegetation and I hope that great care will be taken to preserve what is 
currently there and replaced where it can when the project is complete.

Name Joseph Johannes

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbor passed it along.  I was not otherwise notified.  This has not been a well advertised nor explained project.  

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I do not desire a 10 ft wide path that takes out all the old growth trees.  I would like a sidewalk for walking with 
minimal tree impact.  

What do you like/dislike about this project? I do not like the wholesale removal of trees.  I do not like a 10 ft wide thoroughfare that will increase traffic in our 
neighborhood.  I think that a sidewalk along Providence is a better option.  I dislike the lack of information, the lack 
of a public meeting with question and answers, and the disregard for input.  I only found out from my neighbor that 
this was moving forward, that the plan was for a much larger "trail" than anyone desired, and the wholesale removal 
of trees.  It also will leave a 10 ft wide road through the center of the housing edition that will take years for the 
replacement trees to grow to be effective.  I am currently strongly against the project.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? The information is not clearly presented.

Additional Comments This project needs a public meeting where the project supervisors can explain the project.  This has not been 
explained well.  The detailed drawings are not able to be understood by an average reader.  It is not clear what trees 
are going to be removed.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City will be 
responsible for the maintenance of the 
proposed path, relocated drainage channel, and 
new trees planted within the city right-of-way.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Robert and Deborah Robinson

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Letter from Jason B. Wilson, P.E., Project Manager

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Please see next question below,

What do you like/dislike about this project? The following are our concerns and questions for the Violet Bank Trail:
1. Will there be routine scheduled clean-ups by the city for the creation of additional litter and trash? Even in the 
current situation we are constantly picking up bottles, cans, and paper trash which has either been tossed or blown 
on our property from the trail.
2. Will there be routine scheduled  maintenance by the city for the ditch? The present ditch is not well maintained, 
resulting in overgrowth and breeding of mosquitoes.
3. How will this project affect our property value?
4. The impact on the environment is extreme with the elimination of existing trees and bushes.
5. Concerns about the crossing safety for the increase of pedestrians, strollers, and bikers on the affected roads. Will 
there be speed bumps / warning signs?
6. Motor bikes, scooters, and dirt bikes should not be allowed.
7. Will privacy fences for property owners be provided by the city since existing trees and bushes will be removed 
and to protect from the additional noise and traffic created? No night use after dark should also be required as a 
safety precaution. A wider path will greatly modify the existing quiet neighborhood.
8. Consideration of permeable pavers for the pathway. If not, how will erosion be prevented.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Jonathan 

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? News outlet

What do you like/dislike about this project? The path is too wide, a five foot path would work just fine.  And, the cost is too high, 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? The city needs to do a better job making sure the information is disiminated to the public.

Name Andrew Hitt

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Newspaper clipping.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Discontinuation of this project.
Unfortunately far from a miracle, it's highly unlikely the city will not move forward with it's "project".  To me this is 
another case of the city getting State / Federal funds to do something that's stupid and without true logic.  As a 
resident in this neighborhood and a significant owner of residential Real Estate in the City of Virginia Beach, I'd rather 
see improvements in other ways.  Such as continued investment to reduce flooding that affects my properties in the 
city.  We are in an economic crisis, a rising labor cost, massive increases in costs of material, and the choice is to put 
in a path that will disturb hundreds of trees, and you're going to replace hundreds of trees with 2 - 3 per block...  
You're going to add strain to city resources to maintain a walkway that the city has neglected to take care of and 
maintain for the better part of 50 years.  Trash service has been inconsistent of late, city mowing services down 
Kempsville and Providence are constantly behind.  Yet you want to add a cut through "for pedestrian traffic".  That is 
stupid.  You just walk or ride your bike to the end of the streets, cross and you are in a neighborhood to get to all 
those spots you claim this path is for.  Or you can traverse the Indian Lakes path that already exists and is maintained 
and travel to all those locations just as well.
This is a waste of state funds, a pet project, and will destroy nature in an area that cherishes it and you're going to 
replace that destruction with 2-3 "trees" per block.  Sad.

What do you like/dislike about this project? The perception that you actually care and would take any actual input into the project.
If you're going to spend $200k on design, which is insane, then you already had a plan.  This is just a sad attempt to 
make it seem like the city cares and we have any say on it's design, development, or likeliness to happen.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? No.
I feel the city has yet again attempted to spin information for it's own benefit versus provide a clear statement that 
all trees will be fully removed from this path in their entirety and replaced at a rate of 1:50 more than likely.

Additional Comments Please make sure you at least add trash cans so people can stop throwing their trash over our fences...
And why not show that you are a "green city" replace all trees you remove over a certain size.  Give the citizens in the 
neighborhood what they want. 
Nature.

Name Mo Browne 

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? City spent Million dollars+ on shore drive bike trail that nobody uses!!! 
Every day you might see 2-3 cyclists using this bike trail: waste of taxpayers money in vb!!
This is the same waste of taxpayer money, probably liberals pushing this waste of money as usual, million dollar skate 
parks for juvenile delinquents. waste  
Stop this madness!!!
Use the money for paying fireman, police, and teachers more $$ !!!
Nuff said..this is a waste of tax payer hard earned money!!! period !!

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

DONT DO IT STOP WASTING OUR MONEY!!!

What do you like/dislike about this project? Waste of money!!

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Barbara D Stevenson

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? radio.
Its a lot of money for little benefit.  It will add hard surface area thus increasing run off concern.  It will affect run off 
due to the cutting down of existing trees.  Use the money to deal with some flooding concerns.  

Name STEVEN GEORGE

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Excellent idea. The area needs many more bike path for safety and alternative transportation modes for citizens. 
Many other city around the country have adopted this smart city approach. Thanks Steven 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Build even both arteries, install rest areas, cameras, art work, seating areas. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Excellent idea.  It will give citizens more options. Wake Up Hampton Roads 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes. I want to read more. 

Name Eileen Hodermarsky

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? From channel 3 news and neighbors.    I love walking and a smaller permeable path that lets people get off trying to 
walk along narrow busy Providence Rd  is a good idea but taking all those trees and making it so wide seems too 
much.  How about that narrower more natural option 
Thank you 
Eileen Hodermarsky 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Answered above 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Seems too wide and takes too many trees.  

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Thank you for neighborhood comments 

Name Douglas Foster

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Civiic league, newspaper, web search (This is my second post).

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

A neighbor recently posted about this alternative to hard pavement, and I am very impressed.  It is a marketing 
presentation by Presto GeoSystems https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QuDO3K3aEM
Among the benefits noted:   (1) permeable, providing more infiltration to increase stormwater buffering, (2) better 
surface for runners, (3) able to be ADA compliant (at least with the GeoPave product, uncertain with the GeoWeb 
option), (4) minimal need to disrupt adjacent areas (unhappy neighbors) during construction, (5) low long-term 
maintenance, options to protect trees if desired.   Additionally, it appears that their permeable wall products would 
allow the swales to be deeper, allowing more holding capacity.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Provides children, teens, and non-drivers with access to the Rec Center, shopping, and friends.  This project has 
become more important to me as I have discussed it on our civic league page.   Our neighborhood is an island for 
children and others without a car, because we are surrounded by treacherous roads that cannot be crossed safely 
and cannot be used safely.   The existing trail was never safe and has not been maintained. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? It would have helped to have a description of why design decisions were made.   Why is the trail 10 feet wide?   Is it 
really necessary to remove all trees?

Additional Comments Some are upset about loss of trees, including a runner friend who cringed at the idea of the trail becoming hard 
pavement.   I am not.   The trees along the Providence Road produce debris and surprisingly many new trees.    The 
most important issue for me is that the city maintain the property well after it is constructed.  However, I also think 
the trail has to be sufficiently open to ensure security.   It should be very difficult for a stalker to lie in wait for a child 
without being noticed.  Others are wondering why the trail is so wide.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The modified ditch 
along the path is designed to collect runoff from 
the proposed path and provide additional 
stormwater storage volume to alleviate 
downstream flooding. 

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The proposed trail 
width of 10 feet is the recommended standard 
for mixed use trails.  This width allows for a two 
cyclist to comfortably pass one another in 
opposite directions.  In order to properly 
maintain the channel along the trail, trees must 
be removed to accommodate access for 
maintenance equipment.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Daniel Mittendorff 

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I saw a notice on WTKR online. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I have to agree with some residents if they area about the real need for this as it would get little traffic, even from the 
neighborhood it serves. As a Virginia Beach resident I have to wonder about a cost of over $2 million dollars for a 
foot and bike path that is only.6 miles in length. That cost seems very high, in fact I can't help but wonder about the 
over $200k dollars already spent in planning this project, that also is more than a year's salary for a designer/ 
architect 
When the costs of everything is rising and expenses across the board rising I would love to know who's pet project 
this is because it does not seem like something that would benefit a great number of city residents 

What do you like/dislike about this project? The cost, the need, the location and allocation of funding 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Not totally 

Additional Comments This does not seem like a good fiscal use of taxpayer money 

Name Shelley Marie Spence

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard from a flyer and news.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I do not  want any further developement of the current path.  I would actually like our lnad be returned and the path 
blocked.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I received a letter from the city due to my house being along side of the proposed project.  I do not want all the trees 
taken down and more traffic through the neighborhood path.  Kids already climb our fence and I have even had kids 
ring our doorbell then run to the path.  I like my privacy and that is one of the reasons we moved to a dead end 
street (no through traffic). I also feel spending over two million dollars on a path that has no destination and is only 
.6 miles is not a wise use of our tax dollars.  

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? No

Additional Comments I feel that the citizens who live on the streets the path bisects should have more influence on the decision  than those 
who don't.   I feel that the people who are for the Violet trail would change their minds if they had strangers cut 
through their yards, leave trash, antagonize their pets, put graffiti on their fences and peer into their yards while they 
were enjoying their pool and privacy. 

Name Glen Spence

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard about this from a Neighbor 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

It is my opinion that no further developement is needed to the current path.  

What do you like/dislike about this project? I am STRONGLY AGAINST the Violet Bank project.  Since purchasing  our home in 2007, we have had numerous 
instances in which people traveling on the path (proposed Violet Trail) climbed on our fence, peered into our back 
yard, invaded our privacy and left graffiti on the outside of our fence. We have had our original property line, which 
was in the center of the ditch beside our house, invaded by people utilizing the current trail.  There was an instance 
where the path was being used as a drug hand-off route because it allowed the perpetrators to run between streets 
to invade the police. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? I do not feel that the informtion was clearly presented. 

Additional Comments I feel that the two million dollars allocated could be better utilized instead of this project. 

Name Roger Snell 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

In general I think a tidy trail is a good idea.
However,  what I understand is that instead going to be a "pedestrian interstate " and way too much transition from 
a convenient trail. There is no need for such a vast transition! 

What do you like/dislike about this project? See above

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes 

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name William Alexander Estep

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Online

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

N/A

What do you like/dislike about this project? I believe the money could be spent to add sidewalks to older neighborhoods or even go back into school rather than 
a path that isn't needed

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments I live in one of the older neighborhoods in Rosemont and it's sad our son has to walk on the edge of the street to go 
to the bus stop. 

Name Mauria F Ganther

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? WTKR story

What do you like/dislike about this project? I agree that the safe passage this project will allow is needed.
I disagree that the path needs to be so large, creating the need for removal of so many trees. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Absolutely 

Additional Comments Let's lower the cost (financially and environmentally) by reducing the width of the path.

Name Edward Celeste

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Sister

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I am 100% disabled and walk my neighborhood.  It's boring and I would like to be able to walk to other parts of 
Kempsville.  This path would give me that access in a safe way.  Please build this path for all of the 
Disabled/handicapped and me.

Name Tony Celeste

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Daughter

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I am 93 years old.  A few years ago, I had to move in with my daughter's family and left my home and neighbors of 
30 years behind.  They are only 1.5 miles away on Eastwind Court but I can't safely ride in my motorized wheelchair 
there.  I miss my neighbors and wish this path was already built so we could get together more often and I wouldn't 
have to rely on my daughter and son in-law to drive me over to see them.  
Build the path and please make it ADA compliant and if you could build it quicker that your current timeline, it would 
mean a lot to this old man.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Nothing.  Love it and am upset about the selfish people who only think of themselves and have spoken out against 
this.  Clearly they are not 93 years old.

Additional Comments Thank you for such a well thought out project.

Name Cathe Waters

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? FB

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I submitted my support for this project earlier in the week but now I would like to give some details of why I am in 
support of this project.  The city plans are above and beyond what I thought we would get for Kempsville and our 
little neighborhood.  I have lived in Bellamy Woods more than 20 years and raised my family here.  The single, 
greatest draw back to this neighborhood is that it is not safely connected to the rest of Kempsville for our children or 
adults who want to run over to a friend's house in a bordering neighborhood without using a car.  Our children 
cannot ride their bikes safely to their schools, rec centers or the Fairfield Shopping Center.  This project finally opens 
the rest of Kempsville to our kids to travel to safely on their bikes, walking, or scooters.  Providing this trail is vital to 
the future of Virginia Beach for several reasons.
First, as Virginia Beach continues to grow, Providence Road becomes more dangerous for pedestrians.  It is the City's 
responsibility to provide safe pedestrian options.  This trail meets that obligation.  Second, as climate changes, gas 
prices rise and the potential for additional shortages increase, this path gives families a safe option for commuting to 
schools, rec centers and their friends that can reduce emissions, and allow families to spend limited funds on more 
pressing necessities in a safe manner.  Finally, this project is more cost-effective than actually putting in sidewalks on 
Providence Road or pushing Violet Banks road through to Selwood as the city plans originally specified.  
The only drawback to this project is the loss of the mature trees.  Is there a way the city can identify some trees to 
remain in place during the construction?

What do you like/dislike about this project? Would love it if the city could actually keep some of the mature trees.

Additional Comments Love that it is ADA compliant.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  Design alternatives 
are being considered and analyzed by the City to 
reduce the project's impact to existing trees.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood board

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I would love to have more of the natural aesthetics, of the trail, to remain. The entire area needs to be cleaned up 
and ditches re-dug. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like the idea of having a cleared walking path, not necessarily 10 feet and  not specific to a bike path, but for all 
people, including wheelchairs. The path could be left more natural, as a nature walk, and not so much as planned city 
park. I use the path regularly, as do many of my neighbors,  and grandchildren , who live on the opposite end,  of the 
trail.  Plus there are more than a Dozen people, walking and running this trail daily, as we have been led to believe.  I 
think more people would use it, if there was designated cleared path. 
I have been told that there isn't a drainage issue, but I have lived in my home ,almost 30 years.  I have seen 
unreported flooding problems in the ditches, with water overflowing into the yards , as well as water half way up my 
driveway. There is need for improvements. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes. 

Additional Comments Looking forward to the path. Thank you. 

Name Mark Yellen

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? WTKR 3 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Alternative safe path for those walking and biking

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Develop a long range plan for non-car mobility across the entire city.

Name Evan Allen

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? From a printed note we received at our door. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

There already exists a small trail from Selwood to the neighboring street, and it has a lot of vegetation around it. I 
would love if you could keep as much of that vegetation as possible! It is a very important part of that small trail, and 
I think others will like it too. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that this provides a way for people who live in these neighborhoods (especially kids) to get around safely 
without cars. I grew up here, and it's something I always wanted. 
I dislike how much vegetation might have to be cut down. I hope it is not too invasive on the greenery nearby.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes, but it was a little difficult to read the documents in the meeting room on a mobile device. 

Name Alexa

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Through the news article.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Find a cheaper way of getting concrete and other stuff for the project or just don't do the project that is always an 
option. A waste of money.

What do you like/dislike about this project? It's in the middle of the neighborhood and doesn't even go anywhere outside of it. It was mentioned by someone 
that it would go towards the schools and library but in the map to see what it will look like it is just in the middle of 
the neighborhood going no where. A waste of money.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Clearly presented that you're wasting my money

Additional Comments If you're gonna spend TWO MILLION DOLLARS, place the trail in a place where anyone can use it like a public area 
and not just in some small neighborhood. It shouldn't cost two million dollars to make a .6 mile path, not even a 
mile. 

Name Gerard Sekerak 

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? WTKR Email

What do you like/dislike about this project? I'm not necessarily opposed to the project, but residents have been waiting more than 10 years for the Elbow Rd. 
project to start, which is way more critical to safety than the Violet trail.  If both can be started simultaneously than 
great, but if the city can afford to do only one at a time, then please start Elbow Rd. now.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Joyce Holt

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I have no problem with the project, but I do not think it should be named Violet Banks. That is a confederate symbol.

Name brian titcomb

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? friends

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

keep the trail as is, the youth already enjoy the trail. No changes required.

What do you like/dislike about this project? The proposed path will destroy everything great about the path. people enjoy trees not roads. the proposed road is 
pointlessly wide.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Additional Comments dont do this

Name Aiden Katz

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? At a neighborhood meeting.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Placing trash receptacles along the route will help ensure it starts more free of litter and dog waste.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like how it gives access to all the local recreational facilities in a safe pedestrian way.
I don't like how slow the process is for completion.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments People who complain about this project should know that a plan to install a sidewalk along Providence was voted 
down because houses along the road didn't want to give any space for a sidewalk. This is an improvement that helps 
a whole community and gives access.

Name Wendy Flores

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard about his through News 3 WTKR. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I believe this project will harm wildlife and harm the environment since they are going to cut down trees. It feels like 
all this money is going to be spent and wildlife harmed just for some people who would use it . The cons out weigh 
out the pros by a lot.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Please don't do it, I'm doing this for my kids too because they believe this is wrong as well.   I am the voice for them. 

Name Judith Williams

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? From a friend/co-worker.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Stop planning now!

What do you like/dislike about this project? This project will be disruptive to the families who live along the path.  My friend/co-worker and her family is one who 
will be affected.  My understanding is that this project  - projected to cost over $2 Million, will benefit only a handful 
of people who use this trail.  
Why not spend this money - some of which is taxpayer money - on something the city really needs and that will 
benefit a greater number of city taxpayers?    We don't need to kill this many trees for a ridiculous project that is a 
waste of money.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Additional Comments Thank you for listening.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  Currently, no trash 
receptacles are proposed along the trail.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Kevin Arthur Greene

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? The city mailed us a flyer on the project.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Please see comments.  Need to review and evaluate responses from people directly impacted by this proposed 
project.  A 10 ft wide paved road is excessive for a bike path and significantly impacts trees, residential properties 
and natural habitats. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? See comments below.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? No.  Need to show a "before and after" view/map.  Need to be clear about the tree removal and who's property will 
be encroached upon. These are major impacts that are glossed over.

Additional Comments 1) The preliminary plans indicate a 10" wide paved trail.  That is NOT a trail, that's a road.  We understand the 
potential need for improvement to a bike path, but 10 feet can accommodate a truck.  Also, on the current trail by 
our house, there is not 10 feet of real estate to support this without significantly encroaching on residents' property.  
The bike trail does not need to be that wide. There are other bike trails in VA beach and other areas that are far less 
expansive.
2) There are no details provided on impact to trees or required tree removal.  The trees provide habitat, shade, and 
erosion control.  What is the city doing to minimize impact here?  There is most likely going to be ensuing run off 
and drainage issues.  For a city that claims to be an advocate for "green policies", this does not seem to be aligned 
with those initiatives.  
3) Occasionally we have seen some suspect activity and unsavory characters on the current trail.  What is the city 
planning to do from a security standpoint with this upgraded trail that will inevitably result in increased traffic?  Will 
there be a curfew in place? (Similar to what is done with the neighborhood parks?)  What measures are the city 
considering to maintain privacy for homes along the proposed trail?
 A more prudent use of taxpayer money would be to upgrade the nearby Providence Road section.  This roadside 
regularly floods with the large drainage ditches on both sides. These large ditches also act as a hazard to cars, as 
evidenced by multiple cars which have fallen into them.  Why not use the allocated funding to install drainage piping 
and improvements here, cover and landscape that area, thereby effectively expanding the road shoulders. and 

Name Donald Shackelford

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? WNIS Radio

What do you like/dislike about this project? As a Virginia Beach taxpayer, I do not want my tax dollars going towards funding this project, as the cost is 
outrageous verses the minimal public usage this project will serve.  This project has no parking and is limited to only 
the surrounding property owners.
I would like to see my tax dollars put to better use on recreation projects that serve the overall population of the city 
and not spot usage projects.
The cost of this project is absolutely unreal and is not a good use of our tax dollars. 
Our City council and City Manager should reconsider funding this project and spend our tax dollars more wisely.  

Name Steve Jones

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? News

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

My kids are excited about this. This will make it a lot easier and safer to walk and bike to to go to the park, school 
and friends house. Living on providence we feel trapped with out a proper sidewalk.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Ease of getting around for kids

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Thanks, looking forward to it.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  Design alternatives 
are being considered and analyzed by the City to 
reduce the project's impact to existing trees. The 
Violet Bank Drive corridor is public right-of-way 
and is available to the public at night. However, 
all public right-of-way is subject to Section 23-2 
of the City's code, the curfew for minors. It is 
recommended that any suspicious activity be 
reported to the police. 

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Brad Hamilton

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Just found this two days before the May 22, 2022, cut-off, from a WTKR article dated May 20.  Would have been nice 
to see earlier as we have been here 20+ years, having raised two sons.  There is an existing dirt trail which isn't too 
bad, but it's limited and is overrun with poison ivy in the Summer months.  Actually enjoy the shaded walk with the 
dogs, otherwise.  We had researched and promoted past plans for this corridor previously.  Long overdue.  We are 
"locked" in back here on Glenside.  When we moved here, the fence around Indian Lakes Elementary was not there 
and we had anticipated access as we raised our family, including bike riding to other points.  Sadly, it was fenced 
before our sons were born.  As we all know back here, walking or bike riding on Providence Road is just too 
precarious.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Final design considerations:
The path is straight line, ugh, put some slight curves in it and vary the ditch cross section to maintain capacity as 
needed.
We understand the tree removal is required to facilitate heavy grading equipment, but there are some beauties in 
there and a serious effort should be made to keep some of them on every block - again, path and ditch altered to 
accommodate.
Safety! Kids and cars don't mix. Ultimately, it's everyone's responsibility to pay attention, but it's the bones that break 
that we need to consider.  Some kind of funneled open safety gate to slow bicycles at the road crossings.  Ultimately, 
it may take speed tables on the roads; Flobert and Homestead traffic can be much too callous.

What do you like/dislike about this project? We've seen old plats that show Violet Bank much longer than it is at present, so we figured there was a much wider 
easement than is presently noticeable, with many residents on each side "acquiring" a little more yard.  Many of us 
would be happy with a narrower trail that is actually finished all the way over to Violet Bank, but we understand that, 
long term, a wider trail will serve future families more effectively. Save as many tree as possible!  Considered as many 
native species as possible for replanting.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes, very nice format, just wished we'd seen it sooner.  A city notice sign at the ditch on each street would have been 
nice, or a mailer to homeowners of record on the streets affected

Additional Comments How about a couple of gated doors to the Indian Lakes schoolyard from the dead-ends of Glenside and Candlewood

Name My Trinh

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbor

Additional Comments I'm excited for this project

Name Alicia Mathews

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Channel 3 news 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Residents who live by and use the current path do not see a need for this project. As a resident elsewhere in Virginia 
Beach, I find the cost outrageous and think there are better ways to invest the money in our city. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I don't like the project. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Please invest our tax money elsewhere. 

Name Glenn L Bailey

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? heard Gov. Bob McDonnell on The Mike and Kerry show @ 790 WNIS AM radio that it will be a waste of tax payers 
money and not have that much use. I lived on Glenside Dr.. from 1964 through 1976 and I know it was a paper road 
back then but now it has grown up with large trees that I am sure the homeowners do not want cut down 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

stop the project now

What do you like/dislike about this project? will ruin the neighborhood

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? no
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61 Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The project will 
include safety measures at all roadway crossings, 
including stop signs along the trail, cross walks, 
and pedestrian crossing signs.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Marcy Oberndorfer

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? I was listening to Dave Parker on WNIS on the way into work this morning and he was describing the project and the 
current use this trail receives.  I have to agree with his assessment of the situation that this is an enormous amount of 
money to spend with a huge environmental impact, yet very little evidence that this will even be used by more than a 
handful of people.  Although Dave Parker did not say this, it sounds very much like the decision is being made to line 
someone's pockets (maybe the contractor) or to appease a political donor or as a personal favor to someone close 
to a decision maker for this project.  This just does not make sense.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

If this were a miles long path with recreational sites along the route it could possibly make sense.  I have been in 
cities with a greenway and understand they start small and are expanded as time and money and evidence of use 
appear.  But no greenway starts with a path under a mile and no expansion opportunity.  

What do you like/dislike about this project? I believe I have answered this question, but to summarize.
 > it is very expensive.
 > it is very small
 > the existing path already enjoys very little use
 > trees will be destroyed and shade will be eliminated
 > plus two million other reasons $$$

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Additional Comments Please, please reconsider.....

Name Kimon Jackson

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbor - Walter

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments I look forward to a clear bike path for my daughter and I to ride

Name Alice Konchuba

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Walter Camp and Celeste Greene

What do you like/dislike about this project? I previously supported this project but am now against it as it so stands.  The price is enormous!!  Also in further 
study there would be a large disruption of the ecosystem along the existing path.  The proposed width of the trail is 
excessively large also.  This does not sound like a trail through a neighborhood .  My suggestion is to work with the 
existing path and make it a clear connection from one end to the other.  There are areas now where the path seems 
to disappear making it confusing to follow.  Few trees should need to be eliminated by doing this or any plan that 
takes place.

Name Kenneth White

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? The flyer handed out.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I have watched kids on bikes just ride straight off the path into the street without looking several times throughout 
the years.  There have been many of times that I have come to a complete stop to prevent hitting a child on their 
bicycle because of them not paying attention.  I worry about the path being even easier for anyone to cross the 
street without thinking about the danger of traffic on any of the eight streets that are connected to the path.  I would 
hope that this has been discussed in the meetings and a solution will be made.  Quite often cars speed down 
everyone of the streets and I'm worried that one day the horror of a child or even adult gets hit by a vehicle.  I hope 
that the committee will consider putting speed tables in on each street to prevent a possible tragedy from 
happening

What do you like/dislike about this project? I think the path will make it nice for those of us that live on the streets to visit others without having to fight the 
traffic on Providence Rd.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes, the info was presented clearly,

Additional Comments Having the plans included is nice to see what trees are being removed, where new trees are being planted, etc.

Name A. D. Arumae

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? WNIS

What do you like/dislike about this project? Use the money for mental health services or something that really counts for something; not a nonsense vanity 
project.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Beautiful presentation does not obfuscate the reality that it is a waste of money.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The project will 
include safety measures at all roadway crossings, 
including stop signs along the trail, cross walks, 
and pedestrian crossing signs.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Susanna Doyle

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Has ANY future use surveys been done? Who would even use this path?

What do you like/dislike about this project? More pavement, more flooding.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? I do not see any surveys or names of those that WANT this path and would actually use it.

Name Nancy Luong

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? My husband

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

In addition to trees, can other native landscaping be offered to the right of way areas?

What do you like/dislike about this project? Rain water collection and beautification of the space.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Great work!! Wish it could be finished sooner

Name Jessica A Fuchs

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? The radio

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Do a use study

What do you like/dislike about this project? There hasn't been a use study 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Do a use study before using taxpayer money for this project. 

Name Katy Lang

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Fiscally irresponsible.  $2M in our tax dollars to destroy trees.  What usage study was done?  Shame on you city 
council.  Will be voting against Rocky Holcomb and others who support this.

Name Katheen Lloyd

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? My neighbor.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I trust that whatever you guys come up with will be great.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that it would provide a safe alternative for active people/pedestrians.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Additional Comments N/A.

Name Robert Rauch

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? WNIS

What do you like/dislike about this project? Cost
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  No future use 
study has been conducted for this trail.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Name Doug Harper 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Bellamy Woods FB page

What do you like/dislike about this project? Very much in favor of this project. I think it will be a big help to bikers, runners and walkers who are currently 
basically trapped in Bellamy Woods, unless they dare Providence Road, which is not a safe environment for them.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Additional Comments Please make this happen!

Name Brooke  Thompson 

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Radio

What do you like/dislike about this project? It costs way too much money which could be better spent replacing school buses, hiring bus drivers, providing better 
support for police officers-there's a long list of things that would be more useful. We don't need more trees cut 
down either. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Additional Comments Please don't do it

Name C Morton

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Through a friend who's yard will be directly impacted by this proposed plan. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Why are you taking down ALL OF THE TREES?! Do you know how many birds, insects, reptiles, and small mammals 
will be displaced?! What about the privacy fences? Are you going to reconstruct the privacy fences you take down 
and plant new trees in the yards of the homes' you're destroying for this path?! Who even ASKED for this?! Did you 
contact EVERY ONE of the homeowners who's property you will be disrupting to see if the majority were in favor of 
this project? And if so, where can that information be found? 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I DISLIKE that you are wasting taxpayer dollars to do this! I DISLIKE that it will upset the ecosystem of the plants and 
animals in this money wasting proposed path! 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? It's absolutely clear that this is a huge waste of time and money that will be used to destroy the natural habitats of 
plant and animal life. 

Additional Comments This is one of the most wasteful things Virginia Beach has come up with. It's right up there with the new traffic 
pattern for Indian River Road and Kempsville Road. There is no need for this. Where is the documentation showing 
that an overwhelming amount of Virginia Beach citizens wanted this much money to be wasted on this? 

Name Leah Stine

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? My sister

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

My sisters home is on this path and it will greatly reduce her privacy and tear down trees that are in HER yard. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Trees are unnecessarily getting removed increasing electric bills and energy usage. Also the privacy of the 
homeowners along this path will be greatly compromised. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? No

Additional Comments An area full of trees should not be destroyed for the sake of a walking path. Most people moved to that area for the 
old, huge trees in it. 

Name Robin Lewis-Schoner

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Civic League

Name Regna Harper

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood Facebook website

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Definitely make wide enough for wheelchairs, adult tricycles and passing others on the trail.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Additional bike riding areas and new experiences!

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  A public hearing 
was held at City Hall in 2017 which was 
advertised in the Virginia Pilot. Notification 
letters were sent to residents in the vicinity of 
the project area, an advertisement was posted in 
the Virginia Pilot, and information was posted 
on the City's website regarding this virtual 
citizen information meeting. The virtual citizen 
information meeting is one of the forums in 
which resident's comments are recorded and 
considered in determining the direction of 
project. Design alternatives are being considered 
and analyzed by the City to reduce the project's 
impact to existing trees.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Trish Wallace

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbor

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Alex Anastasopoulos

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? From a local neighbor. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? It will be highly beneficial for all Bellamy residents and fellow bikers. If built I will be using it daily as a bike path. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? It was. 

Name natalie ashcraft

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? in favor of all increased pedestrian and bicycle paths. I don't want to have to get in my car everytime I need one item 
from the store. Americans needs to get out more--walk & ride for health & the environment.

Name Leon (Bob) Bundy 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard about the proposed trail project from a fellow user. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Additional Comments  I've been using this trail for many years (for walking, jogging, and biking), and would welcome this improvement 
project.  Thank you.
R/  Bob

Name Eli

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? yes

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I really don't have any information to help. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I don't have any dislikes, but I like how this will allow to walk to school.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes for me at least.

Additional Comments This project is going to help because I can bike/walk to school now. 

Name Caitlin Bliss

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Member of the community 

Name Celeste Greene

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Letter in the mail to our home.  We live next to the proposed trail.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Our home is located at the south entrance of the Selwood Rd. entrance to the proposed Violet Bank Trail.
I think the 10 ft. wide proposed trail is too wide and unnecessary.  I have read the plans, which are very technical and 
as a resident, directly impacted by this trail, I request an in-person meeting with the planning committee.  We need 
to have questions answered with the plans there explained in detail, in non-technical terms.  

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like the concept of promoting walkability and bike access in our community.  I am seriously concerned with the 
amount of tree removal that will be required for this trail.  I think the trail should be narrower and be constructed 
with permeable pavement to reduce runoff.  We are concerned with increased pedestrian traffic near our home.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Somewhat.  The designs are technical and need to be explained to the homes directly impacted.  We are directly 
impacted and I want a meeting with Jason Wilson to review this project and see if modifications to the proposed trail 
can be made, such as a narrower trail and how to minimize the removal of trees.

Additional Comments As a homeowner directly impacted by this trail, I request a meeting with the Project Manager and a response to all 
our concerns before this project moves forward.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

See e-mailed comment 30 for response.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Kristina Foster

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbors in Bellamy woods. I only recently moved.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I often see pedestrians and bicyclists trying to walk/bike on the side of Providence Rd, often clothed in dark colors. 
There's no shoulder with a ditch on both sides, so it is incredibly dangerous! They need this trail!

What do you like/dislike about this project? As a child in Bellamy woods, we often wanted to bike the trail but found it unpleasant. When I was living in Bellamy 
Woods and working at Indian Lakes Elementary, I tried to walk to work a few times. The best sections of the existing 
trail were the sections from Homestead to Sellwood, but it was still overgrown and covered in poison ivy. I gave up 
on walking or biking to work. With a paved trail, residents will be able to walk to a number of nearby areas, reducing 
traffic and pollution! You could even re-zone and give Indian Lakes a big walking zone to help with the bus driver 
shortage.  A paved trail is much-needed!

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Please complete the Violet bank trail project! It's long overdue!

Name Stella Biddle

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood

What do you like/dislike about this project? Paved path for bikers and ealkers

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Terri Kok 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood Facebook page

What do you like/dislike about this project? I believe the paving of the Violet Bank Trail has been a long awaited project. And that it will be a wonderful addition 
to the neighborhood. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments None

Name Gary E. Roberts

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? From Walt, head of homeowners association 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Will enhance the quality of life

What do you like/dislike about this project? Will provide more safe recreation options

Name SUSAN LETELLIER and Paul LeTellier

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? A neighborhood resident

Name Andrew and Holly Wallace

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I have lived in Bellamy Woods off and on since 1987.  Since then, the Violet Bank (or "poison ivy" path) trail has been 
the only "safe" link to the rest of Kempsville proper.  
Bellamy Woods and the south side (older section) of Bellamy Manor are situated so that we're cut off from all 
shopping centers, the rec center and library because we have no safe sidewalks or pathways to or from these areas. 
The majority of the residents here fully support the Violet Bank path.
Also, PLEASE CONSIDER A FULL SIDEWALK ALONG ALL OF PROVIDENCE ROAD, from Fairfield shopping center to 
Brenneman Farms shopping center. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I dislike that we have had to beg since the late 80s for a proper path/sidewalk that connects residents safely to all 
Kempsville amenities. 
It's infuriating that the Great Neck corridor has a brand new Cox HS and Great Neck MS two times over, and 
sidewalks up and down their main roads, but we have to beg for a piddly path and someone to repair our 60-70 year 
old schools.  
Please complete this project ASAP!

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Complete the Violet Bank path ASAP and PLEASE CONSIDER A FULL SIDEWALK ALONG ALL OF PROVIDENCE ROAD, 
from Fairfield shopping center to Brenneman Farms shopping center. 
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Name Brendan

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like connecting communities, and promoting non-automotive means of movement within communities. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes. 

Name Catherine Schaum

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

Name Suzanne Pedigo

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I have learned about this project through my neighborhood Civic League.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I live two homes down from the trail on Selwood. My family and I love the idea of updating and paving/ improving 
this trail. We bought our home 2 years ago and have 2 small children. Updating the trail would allow strollers, bikes 
and wheel chairs access to the beautiful landscapes. This provides exercise and family time for those who live in these 
neighborhoods. We also love the concept of connecting our neighborhood to a safe way to bike or walk outside of 
the neighborhood, especially when our kids are older and able to bike and walk by themselves. The trail right now is 
over grown with trees and roots, making it very dangerous. There are also beehives and poison Ivy all along the trail. 
Often times trees have fallen into the street after storms, causing damage to property as well as blocking the street. 
We are totally in support of this project and look forward to its completion.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes, the video was great and very detailed.

Name Susan DeValdes

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I am on the Civic League Board for the Bellamy Woods neighborhood. We have been kept informed about this 
project as it has progressed.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like this project in particular because there are no sidewalks on Providence Road. This will give all of the residents 
along this path the ability to access other neighborhoods by bike or walking that was not previously available.  When 
my children were younger, I constantly worried that they would get hit by a car when they would walk or bike along 
Providence Road to get to friends houses.  I am in favor of this project.  I like that the path will be paved and that it 
will be accessible to all.  

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Additional Comments Please push this project along.  It has been talked about for many years with no real progress.

Name Brian and Patricia Paul

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? From a neighbor

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Great to see tax revenue being used to enhance our natural environment. Hopefully children in the neighborhood 
will utilize it as well and show them that there is more to life than computer screens. 

Name Andrea Maurice

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? A neighbor 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I would be able to ride my bike and connect with friends easily 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Name Christopher Samulski 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Our neighbors 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

This will be a massive quality of life improvement and increase safety when biking

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like the plan, I think it will increase activity and movement in the community 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Adrian Hayes

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard about this meeting from a neighbor who lives in Bellamy Woods. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Would love to see lighting included in the final design of the project. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Really excited to see this come together! The neighborhood has needed a safer passage for walkers and bikers to 
leave and access other parts of Kempsville. Providence Road is not safe for travel. As a parent of four children who 
live on Selwood Drive, I am happy that my kids will be able to safely ride their bikes to neighboring homes, Fairfield 
Shopping Center, and the Kempsville Rec Center without having to travel on Providence Road. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Thank you for working on this project. It is so important and beneficial to our neighborhood. Our children need this. 

Name William Waters 

How did you hear about this meeting? Wife

What do you like/dislike about this project? Like it connects our neighborhood to the rest of Kempsville 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Bellamy Woods desperately needs this connection to the rest of Kempsville. 

Name Cathe Waters

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Community FB page

What do you like/dislike about this project? Love it all!

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Bellamy Woods desperately needs this connection to the rest of Kempsville. 

Name Robert Slowik

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? A member of my community told me about both the project and my ability to comment using the City of Virginia 
Beach website. 
First, thank you for providing a medium by which citizens can participate in their government by submitting 
comments on the city website.
Information available to me thus far indicates that the project is well planned and is an appropriate use of
city-owned land for the benefit of its citizens. In the material I was able to read, I did not see any indication that the 
Violet Bank Trail project was connected in some way to the Virginia Beach storm water improvement work that has 
been ongoing for about three years. In an attempt to think around the corner, water flow from the Violet Bank Trail 
creek connects with the North Landing River complex. What precautions have been considered to preclude increased 
flow of water from the Violet Bank Trail project causing flooding in the unimproved section of the waterway 
extending to Providence Road?

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Long-range planning for storm water management should include a measure to improve water flow in the remaining 
section of the Violet Bank Trail creek to Providence Road. While I am aware that property along the creek is not 
owned by the city, it seems prudent to begin addressing this issue with property owners before the issue becomes 
critical. Thanks for your consideration.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The proposed 
improvements to the drainage channel along the 
trail will increase the storage volume for runoff 
helping to alleviate flooding down stream.
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Name Teresa Kraus

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? From Walter Camp
Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Should be wide enough to allow bikers to pass walkers with curb cuts to the street for accessibility.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Providence Road is a death trap for anyone who walks on it and there is no other non-car methods of transportation 
to move around the neighborhoods south of Providence, including my neighborhood which is Bellamy Woods.  We 
are land-locked and having this path will provide a SAFE route to other neighborhoods, to Kempsville Rec Center to 
the library, for young parents to push strollers, for elderly in wheelchairs and for exercise.  I don't dare bike on 
Providence or Princess Anne Road and can't easily mount my bike on my car without outside help in order to bike 
elsewhere.   And, COVID proved we all need to be able to be outside more.  This neighborhood trail will provide all 
of this.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? It was okay - could have been better.
Additional Comments I have known about the Violet Bank Trail for nearly 20 years.  I spoke in support of it before City Council in 2016, it 

was mentioned in numerous Bellamy Woods Civic League newsletters and, years ago, former VB employee Wayne 
Wilcox attended our Party-in-the Park to provide information.  I recall hundreds stopping at his booth and  Wayne 
personally telling me how pleased he was at the turnout and how positive and excited people were about the Trail.
While I live in Virginia Beach, I work in Norfolk which  has embraced biking to the point they made Waterside Drive 
& other roads one lane wide to accommodate biking, scooters & pedestrians.  We need Virginia Beach to be as 
enthusiastic & provide more opportunities for this type of non-auto transportation - especially when neighborhoods 
are landlocked & surrounded by dangerous roads.   The Violet Bank trail project will connect neighborhoods with 
1200 homes!   And, the project doesn't even require taking  a traffic lane as the trail is on  city-owned land! 
So, once again, I am writing to express GREAT SUPPORT of building this trail.   The trail is long overdue and what's 
truly astonishing is it's already funded.   Asking for comments, once again,  feels like a delay tactic by the city.  I've 
gone from being 41 years old when I first heard about it and able to jog to now being 61.  My jogging days are over 
but I hope that the trail is built while I can still bike or walk on it.    Regardless, it needs to be there for future 
generations. 
Building this trail  will provide safe opportunities for so many people to get out of their little island of a 
neighborhood.  The city trapped our neighborhood between Ferrell Parkway & refuses to improve Providence Road 
with sidewalks.  This would be the only non-vehicle way out.   
An entire generation has gone by so It's ridiculous that the city plans on taking 3 more years to build this trail.  The 
city has the money, the land and the support so please BUILD IT NOW!  

Name Bartley Barefoot

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? My wife

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

It just makes sense and would be awesome for families.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Providence Rd is a death trap. We are disconnected from the rest of Kempsville and it simply makes sense. There is 
no negative. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments We have small children and would love to have this opened up ASAP!! Sometimes common sense just needs to take 
precedence over people who are scared of change. There is no negative here.

Name John Daman

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Family member 

What do you like/dislike about this project? The idea of being able to walk/bike/jog without fearing for your life along Providence Road, has been long overdue. 
Please push this timeline for Bellamy Manor area and make this project a priority. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes 

Additional Comments So many families live in this area, this could make a major impact for the safety of children and adults.

Name Mallory Daman

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? My sister in law told me about this meeting as it would be a great way for us to walk together without being so 
scared of Providence Road. I hope you will begin this project soon and make it a priority!! 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Definitely in favor and believe the timeline should be pushed up asap 

Name Julie Bauman

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood Facebook page 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like the idea of a safer paved pathway 
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Name Harold Mayton

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

This is a long past due improvement to this trail 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Improve trail so I don't continue to trip 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Please do this soon 

Name Kimberly H West

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbor sent it to me. 

Name Dana Wright

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbors 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Love having an option to get to nearby places on an option to Providence road for biking and walking 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Paulmann

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? The Violet Bank project is being discussed in the Bellamy Manor and Bellamy woods neighborhoods as well as on 
Facebook. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Better drainage is needed no only in the neighborhoods . 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I am very excited to have a nice place to walk  safely . 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Anxiously waiting ! 

Name Kenneth Lemm

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood Facebook group. We need this safe path to make our neighborhood more pedestrian friendly! 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I do have concerns about runoff going into the creek running along the current path and through the neighborhood, 
but with care construction should be fine.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Wish we'd had this years ago! It's needed for safe pedestrian travel. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Alice Konchuba

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Walter Camp

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Anything to promote safety and beauty

What do you like/dislike about this project? Foremost I am happy walkers can have a safe way to avoid Providence Road

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Additional Comments I strongly encourage the city to complete this project.
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111 Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  This project will 
implement all required erosion and sediment 
control measures to prevent sediment from 
leaving the project work zone.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Name George b Fitzgerald

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Word of mouth 

Name Kenneth Mayo

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard about it from a neighbor in the local park.

What do you like/dislike about this project? There is limited sidewalk space in the Bellamy Woods neighborhood, primarily on Berrywood Road. This provides an 
outlet to adjoining streets, schools, and shopping facilities.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments It increases the walk ability of our neighborhood thereby reducing greenhouse gases.

Name Rea

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Our neighborhood league (Bellamy Woods) has informed us, new to the area, about this project and we are fully 
supporting it.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Enhanced freedom of movement but safe from traffic (running, walking, cycling ).

Name Stacey cartwright

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Another resident 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

We sadly have no sidewalks on flobert drive and desperately need a safe path free from cars flying down our cut 
through street for our family to walk or ride bikes.  My daughter would love to rider her bike to her friends house a 
few streets over but again, while the trail is nice it's not exactly an easy ride with poison ivy, huge tree roots and 
whatever is hidden under all of f the leaves and ivy.  We have been waiting fir this to happen since we moved to 
Bellamy Manor.  Thank you! 

What do you like/dislike about this project? That it hasn't started yet. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes. 

Additional Comments Please start this project sooner than 2024. 

Name Rubicelia Weitzner

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Through a neighbor

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I hope this will eventually connect other bike paths. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I hope this gets approved. My kids were not able to enjoy biking around our neighborhood. I hope my grandkids 
and our neighbors kids will.  Thank you. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Jerry Haste

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Civic league.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Excellent project. We now have to ride our bikes across Providence Road and out of the way through neighbor 
hoods to get to the library or shopping.. Current path is overgrown and rough and dangerous.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Paved surface.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Additional Comments None.
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design options based on the needs of all 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Page 25



NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Estate of Dr. Nancy Allison 

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbors informed us of the meeting.  Our family (Walsh-Allison) has lived here since 2004 and intends to keep the 
property in our family .  This project is good for our neighborhood and the wider Virginia Beach Community.  

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Current design is comprehensive.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Increased opportunity for exercise, safety of residents and water conservation. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes!

Additional Comments This town hall format reflects well on the governance of Virginia Beach 

Name Justin Linardich

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Some guy on a cycle.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Growing up in the bellamy woods area, it was hard to get around by bike or foot because of a lack of 
pedestrian and cyclist focused infrastructure. Walking on providence means walking in peoples yards or a ditch. 
Please make sure the paths are well marked to give cyclists and skateboards a marked path.  It is important to 
provide enough room that pedestrians will not block the bicycle lane. Solar lamps would also help especially in the 
winter with shorter days.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that some progress is finally being made on renovating our older neighborhoods to improve residents quality 
of life, and provide safe pathways.  

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Additional Comments No additional comments.

Name George H Fitzgerald

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Have been hearing about it for 10 or more years in our community meetings.

What do you like/dislike about this project? It is very difficulty to ride bikes on it and it is overgrown for walking.  So this needs to be done.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Name Thanh Luong

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbor

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

There is poison ivy along the current path.  Please have workers use caution so they don't get contaminated and 
develop rashes.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Thank you for doing this project.  I am looking for to using the path frequently when complete.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes

Name Jessie Johnson

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

What do you like/dislike about this project? I have tried to walk my dog along this path for years and cannot use it for 9 months out of the year because it is 
overgrown with poison ivy. I would LOVE to see a path put in for everyones safety!

Name Karen Quick

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood FB page

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

None

What do you like/dislike about this project? Safer passageway for children

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes
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123 Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  There is currently 
no lighting proposed as a part of this project.  
Consideration will be given to providing a 
marking along the path to define the direction 
of travel.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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Name Crystal Clarke

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Civic league. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Anything that makes it safe for us to leave our neighborhood in that direction. Providence is so unsafe for 
biking/running/walking. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes 

Additional Comments Please get it done quickly!

Name John Sokolowski

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood posting.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Adequate lighting needed along path.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Provides a safe passage along Providence Rd that does not exist now.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Name Anita Barefoot

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Bellamy woods civic league 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Love that we will have a path to safely walk/run/ride to the rec centers and library and school.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Great

Name John Glenn

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Bellamy Woods CIvic League communication and social media

What do you like/dislike about this project? I love that this will divert pedestrian traffic from providence road, where there is little shoulder area for pedestrian or 
bicycle traffic.  I love the improvement this will bring to the dangerous conditions (tree roots, mud, erosion, poison 
ivy) on the existing foot-worn path along this route.  I love that this is an improvement made in our community and 
not just more tax dollars spent at Hilltop or the oceanfront.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? yes!

Name Erica Pero

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Walter Camp included my email address as a stakeholder, as I am the current president of the Bellamy Woods Civic 
League.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

 Please don't make it too wide.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that it paves a path that my fellow neighbors use regularly to get to and from Providence Elementary, 
Kempsville Middle School, Kempsville High School, Kempsville Library, and the Kempsville Rec Center. I am 
concerned about the scope of the project - several neighbors have reached out to me with concerns that their large 
"old growth" trees would be taken down as part of construction efforts. I wish the project was for a narrower path at 
Selwood Drive so that we don't lose old growth trees in our neighborhood.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented?  Yes.

Additional Comments  I am the current President of the Bellamy Woods Civic League. My constituents are generally in favor of the project, 
but several were dismayed when they learned that old growth trees would be taken to support construction efforts. 
We ask that in completing the project you respect the environmental impacts to such old growth trees. Other than 
that, we are excited to have pedestrian access to other parts of Kempsville - thank you for your efforts!!
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129 Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  There is currently 
no lighting proposed as a part of this project.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
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design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Name Cathy Hickman

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? email

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

This will be a great opportunity for bikers of all ages to ride their bikes along a path adjacent to Providence Road, 
that has previously been too dangerous for bike traffic.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I am very happy to hear about this project.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Thomas Brandl

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? E-mail from past-President of Bellamy Woods Civic League.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that it will give the kids in our community a safe bike/walking path to get to their schools, the Kempsville 
Recreation Center and the Kempsville Library without having to use Providence Rd.  

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments Please approve this project. 

Name Jack and Virginia Bagby

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

What do you like/dislike about this project? It provides a SAFE way for people of all ages and physical abilities to have access to the other neighborhoods on the 
south side of Providence Rd and the north side of Providence Rd with bikes, strollers, wheelchairs, or just on foot.   IT 
IS NECESSARY!!!  We have been waiting for 34 yrs.!! Thankfully, we did not have a family tragedy as our kids were 
growing up and trying to visit friends on the opposite side of Providence!!!
PLEASE MOVE FORWARD WITH THIS PROJECT  IMMEDIATELY !!!!

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes!!

Name Matthew Sullivan

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Walter Camp

What do you like/dislike about this project? This project needs to happen. 
When walking or biking, Bellamy Woods is completely cut off from other neighborhoods. If/when you build this it 
will open up so many other areas. 
There is nothing to dislike about this project.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments I used to live on Selwood Drive. We could only walk or bike within our neighborhood. Granted, you could go out on 
Providence Road but that is a 2 lane road with no shoulder. Nobody should be walking or biking on that road.
Please build the Violet Bank Trail.

Name Meredith Glenn

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? A neighbor informed me of the ability to comment, and I would like to say that everyone in the neighborhood I've 
spoken to about Violet Bank trail is overjoyed. There is no safe way to leave our neighborhood on foot/bike/roller 
skate. It's incredibly disappointing that the sidewalk is only being extended as far as Indian Lakes Blvd. The least the 
city could do is finally make Violet Bank trail safe for kids and families. I couldn't even count the number of times I've 
seen people, teenagers particularly, walking and/or biking on Providence Rd, trying to get to the other side of the 
neighborhood to go to the park, rec center, or just a friend's house. The existing trail is frequently muddy, difficult to 
traverse due to pits and roots, and you frequently encounter hazards like snapping turtles, snakes, and all manner of 
poison ivy, poison oak, etc

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Families need a way to leave our small loop of a neighborhood that doesn't involve walking or biking in traffic along 
the side of Providence Rd. Room for strollers and kids on bikes would be perfect

What do you like/dislike about this project? The only thing I dislike is that it's not going to be  a continuation of the sidewalk project along the edge of 
Providence Rd. It's odd that our neighborhood would get a trail, not a sidewalk on the main road, which would be 
faster for people looking to walk/bike with a purpose. It still wouldn't help residents in Bellamy Woods leave 
Selwood and bike safely to the Harris Teeter, for example.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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response has been recorded.  The City 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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survey and your interest in this project, your 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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survey and your interest in this project, your 
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acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
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Page 28



NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Judy Sotosky

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? My Bellamy Woods Civic President informed me. I have been aware of possible starts over many years, but we did 
not have the luck with them.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I would like the pathway to be designed to fit into the places it connects. We are friendly, family homeowners 
wishing an established walking path to visit  friends, walk to school instead of using a car.
With all of that said, it should be secure. Has there been consideration of call boxes? Lighting? Benches for sitting?  

What do you like/dislike about this project? It's taken so long. I would like to see it in the newspaper!

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? For the most part yes

Additional Comments Last, but not least, maintenance and sanitation must be accounted for in the plan.

Name Cheri Wissmann

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Fairfield Forest Civic League

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that this project makes the local Rec center, library, and schools safely accessible on foot or by bike. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Name Jonathan Taylor

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Personal meeting with neighbors. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? As a distance runner and parent I feel this project will provide some safety that I currently do not have. I run on 
providence out of necessity and with no sidewalks it is not safe. This project will give me a safer are to run. My kids 
also would love to ride bikes to the Rec center. Currently that is just not possible as I do not feel that them crossing 
providence in the areas required is safe. For the runners, walkers, and bikers in the area these trails will provide a 
safer alternative to having to use Providence. 

Name Doug McLiverty

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I heard about this project from Walter Camp during our many years working to make Kempsville a safer place to live. 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

One consideration I have is possibly linking this project to other neighborhoods. Provide better access to the 
Kempsville Recreation Center and possibly the neighborhoods west of Kempsville Road. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like the holistic approach taken into consideration safety and storm water management. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments As a longtime civic minded volunteer and cyclists, I strongly support this project. It is very dangerous riding a bike 
around Kempsville. The major roads like Providence are far too dangerous for the average cyclist. This project will 
improve cycling safety in Kempsville. 

Name Meghan Timlin

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? I think it is a great idea to connect our neighborhood via a sidewalk. As an avid runner, I support this project! 

Name John Lape

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? From Walter Camp. He has put a lot of work into this over the years, and created a safe, useful project. As a 25 year 
resident of Bellamy Woods, I totally support this project. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.  Pedestrian lighting, call boxes, and 
benches are not included with the project.
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response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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design options based on the needs of all 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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design options based on the needs of all 
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design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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Name Bobbie Gribble

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Walter Camp

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I have not information.  I am just so excited this will be constructed.  I have been hit twice while riding my bike.  
Safety of our families and children is paramount.

What do you like/dislike about this project? I love that it will be in a wooded section.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes.

Name Walter T. Camp

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Elaine Linn

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

1.  The Bellamy Woods Civic League has been holding a $2000 cash reserve since 2014 to fund an infrastructure 
amenity at the Selwood Drive terminus of the trail.  When the project initially went through schematic design it was 
determined to either be an informational kiosk (the then-standard Parks & Rec design manual version used in the 
Bellamy Woods Neighborhood park was the model) or a wayfinding sign showing the trail route, distance scale, and 
how to get from that point to the Rec Center, schools (E/M/HS), and library.  The standard Parks Plus program 
donation through the VB Parks & Rec Foundation would be used to transfer the granted funds -- same as in the 
past.  BWCL was told the City would provide the appropriate concrete slab as part of the partnership deal for the 
privately funded amenity to be mounted there.  The $2000 reserve was reiterated again last week when the civic 
league's 2022-23 budget was approved.  
2.  The individual street crossings are critical safety points on this project, which was proposed to solve the safety 
problem created when a small group of homeowners defeated the widening of Providence and trapped over 1000 
homes with no safe east-west access route.  Clear sight lines and caution indicators (signage or paint) at crossings 
similar to these on other suburban Shared Use Paths that are not road-adjacent were described to the community at 
several of the prior public comment meetings. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? I like that it is finally solving a 60 year old problem that has only gotten worse over time.  From the building of Ferrell 
Parkway to the failure to widen Providence with pedestrian amenities, over 1000 homes have been trapped with no 
safe east-west pedestrian/bike access to major nearby public amenities.  The project was proposed for safety 
reasons, with discretionary recreational benefits a desirable but lesser basis.  Four successive City Council Members in 
the Kempsville District have backed this project for this reason.  It has been vetted for more than a decade, ranked by 
HRTPO, and followed all the correct processes for a community to have its needs heard and prioritized.  It should 
already be built.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Somewhat.  The digital comment room is not a good way to obtain input from many of our residents, especially our 
less tech-savvy seniors.  The 3-D presentation is especially bad:  a flat 2-D home screen with all of the exhibits 
immediately visible as icons would better inform the public.  Being forced to travel "around" a virtual room with the 
primary content hidden "behind" your initial view isn't clear.  The video presentation was a good method, but come 
of its content was misleading -- especially using technical terms that while true, give the impression of real estate 
being taken.  A simple 15 minute presentation in advance to HK-CAC, which has been following this project for 10 
years and represents more than 20 surrounding civic leagues, would have been extremely beneficial.  2 hours at the 
rec center in a traditional comment meeting these neighborhoods are used to may have provided much more well-
rounded participation from the general public.  

Additional Comments I do not understand why the very first question asked is whether one supports or opposes the project.  It suggests 
that there is still some doubt about whether this project will proceed, when that decision was made repeatedly with 
public input in the past.  The questions at this point should be about design finalization.
Just this morning I walked along the right of way talking to people using it.  None of them had filed comments in 
this virtual room, and without exception every single one of them supported this project.  Since publication of the 
newspaper notices people have stopped me in the grocery store, while cutting my grass, and elsewhere -- all excited 
this is finally happening.  When I've asked whether they'd seen this virtual comment room or participated only one 
person had.  This is a silent majority situation, where they've all heard about it and expressed their support for so 
long, been disappointed at delay after delay for so long, and told it is funded & happening for so long they just 
don't see any need to go "vote" again ... they are content to finally see it happen after all this time.
I am very grateful that after more than a decade the project is finally proceeding.  I have been very disappointed that 
after all of the collegial work done to get to this point, a project created to solve safety problems and having had 
consensus support for years has been presented in ways that have unnecessarily generated problems.

Email bikemike@cox.net

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? As a volunteer attending the City of Virginia Beach Bikeways and Trails Advisory Committee (BTAC). 

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

This proposed Violet Bank Trail will help with providing much needed safe Alternative Transportation for pedestrians 
and bicyclists and also provide a safe route for children attending Providence Elementary School, Kempsville middle 
School, and Kempsville High School. It will also provide safe alternative transportation routes to the Virginia Beach 
Library and the Kempsville Recreation Center.  In addition, it will provide a safe easement to reach Edwin Drive 
towards Mount Trashmore Park.  Other access routes would be towards South Plaza Trail and Windsor Oaks Blvd. 
Both of those roads already have Alternative Transportation Sidewalks and Bike Lanes. It would connect our city in 
many ways.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Technically, the Violet Bank Trail easment exists in a very basic form and is currently utilized by many local citizens 
and youth. It's current condition makes it somewhat difficult to walk/bicycle and could be dangerous due to uneven 
surfaces and old strom drains along its path. The proposed improvements on this trail will make it much more safe 
for the public. Most locals that I have talked to look forward to any trail improvements.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes. The pictures and drawings definitely show the current status of the Violet Bank Easement and what is proposed 
to make it into a viable Virginia Beach Alternative Transportation trail.

Additional Comments I believe our public will be looking forward to the Violet Bank Trail enhancements.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The project will 
include safety measures at all roadway crossings, 
including stop signs along the trail, cross walks, 
and pedestrian crossing signs.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Douglas Foster

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighborhood Facebook post, newspaper ad, and (when acting on the announcements) a web search.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Much surprises me.   I inquired about this idea around 1986, after we moved into the neighborhood. I was told that 
the city only had a drainage easement, so redevelopment would require condemnation proceedings.   Was the land 
acquired after that point, or has it been right-of-way since years earlier?
Similarly, I am stunned that this project has 50 feet of width to use.   It has been awhile since I have used the path, 
but it never seemed anywhere close to that width.   So the solution seems wonderful but it is hard to imagine or 
even believe.  Since it is replacing a dedicated area with a mix of drainage and pavement, I am also surprised that the 
drainage plan works.   But kudos if it really does. 

What do you like/dislike about this project? Near the Selwood end of the current trail, it is heavily wooded, with abundant leaf piles in the fall.  I have never 
observed city maintenance of any kind during these years, so the leaf burden has fallen on adjacent landowners, with 
neglected debris ending up in the drainage system.   (Did it happen when I was not looking, or has it been 
neglected?)   I do not fully grasp the landscaping plan for the new space, but I infer that it will involve significantly 
fewer trees.   Whatever the mix of grass, shrubs, and trees is the city's committed to maintaining this property after it 
is built?

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? The most useful piece of information was the cross-sectional sketch that I found last, after circling around the virtual 
room.   The design documents require specialized knowledge to interpret usefully, which I lack.

Additional Comments General:  I am amazed and appalled that all of our rain sewer openings are designed to maximize the inflow of litter 
and yard waste (along with water).   The yard waste plugs our inadequate storm drainage network and contributes to 
algae bloom, while the litter eventually joins the Great Atlantic Garbage Patch.   I hoped this would change after 
regulations that mandated reduced non-point-source runoff into our waterways, but it has not.  Why are we not 
installing grated rain sewer openings, so that the trash and yard waste stay out.  They should be the responsibility of 
homeowners in residential areas, and highway maintenance elsewhere.

Name samuel nunnally

How did you hear about this meeting? letter

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

complete waste of resources; in destruction of nature trail for to gain a bike  path there are walkers & runners that 
use the trail.

What do you like/dislike about this project? survey the homeowners first 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? no not at all

Additional Comments again complete waste. perhaps clear some stumps & other debri  to make the path easier to navigate

Name Mike and Ann Campbell

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Letter in the mail

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Due to the maturity of the trees and growth along the trail it is important for landscaping the allows for shade and 
limited damage in storms.

What do you like/dislike about this project? We have lived by the trail for 37 years and are excited for the project and the update of the ditch, run off and 
brush/trees. There is no city maintenance of the Pine trees which are a great hazard in high winds. A lot of brush and 
poison ivy which breeds rats and other animals. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes. Great depth (which I couldn't always interpret)

Additional Comments I know others may be concerned about the environment and what mature trees bring however with several events 
that have had large trees damage our garage, driveway and house I welcome this project to eliminate the risk and 
hope the landscaping will be sufficient for environmental health. 
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project. Your 
response has been recorded. The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. The Violet Bank Drive 50ft right-of-way 
was establish by plat in 1955. The ditch that runs 
along the Violet Bank Drive paper street is 
located in Zone H of the Off-Road Ditch 
Program. In general this ditch is schedule to be 
maintained on an 8 year cycle. According to City 
maintenance records, this ditch was last 
maintained in March 2022. The new trail, ditch, 
and any planted trees will be maintained by the 
City.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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NO. PROMPT CITIZEN INPUT CITY RESPONSE
Name Randy Iannone

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Accidentally...should have been announced to neighborhood at large for consideration. Not forced on the residents 
as a no choice, sorry but it's happening, advisory.

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

see below

What do you like/dislike about this project? The appeal of this neighborhood is that it is graced with the presence of old growth trees and natural areas near the 
large residentials lots. If this turns out to have an urbanized feel this will be a huge negative. Also, not interested in 
the traffic being controlled by stop signs at each intersection of the trail. The yielding should be the responsibility of 
the trail users as it is now. Also concerned that the interconnectivity of neighborhoods and streets will bring 
increases in pedestrians/bicyclists which will detract from the "quiet neighborhood street" feel. I hope these concerns 
will be considered in the design.
Virginia Beach seems to take the position as of late that if it is green we must demolish, pave it,  or put a building on 
it. This is unfortunate and takes away from the charm of natural areas and should be considered carefully. While 
important in some settings, not every area needs to be ADA friendly, most people feel NATURE trails are important, if 
not we would pave the trails up mountain peaks in our National Parks.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes, nice presentation but only happened upon it accidentally. Should have been made available to the 
neighborhood at large. NOT JUST NEIGHBORING HOMES. Should be the choice of nearby residents, not forced upon 
us by politicians and bureaucrats with State and Federal grants to spend. (also consist of our money)

Additional Comments Could absolutely be in favor if designed correctly with an eye towards keeping things nature like and quiet...not an 
ADA compliant urban cut through with a goal of accommodating the 1 wheelchair bound person that might embark 
on the trail per 25 years.
Will the City consistently maintain the trash/litter in the drainage ditch that is bound to increase with a more open 
access that allows the wind to blow it in? I would expect the increase in pedestrian / young person usage to 
contribute to that issue as well. 
Will the trail be lit so as not to create a safety concern? Car break-ins and burglaries have become an issue in the 
neighborhood....Will this allow easy access, escape for these folks? If lit, how do we accomplish that without 
bothering the neighboring homes?

Name Audra Holsinger

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Neighbor

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

Flobert Drive is a road many people use as a short cut between Ferrell Parkway and Providence Road.  All of my 
neighbors see speeding.  This road is lined with a double yellow line and we see vehicles blow their horns at cars 
doing the speed limit of 25 and pass them on a residential, double yellow lined road.  This is super frustrating, we 
have children, grandchildren and pets who play in yards and are in danger of these fast driving vehicles.  I'm hoping 
something can be done for those pedestrians who have to cross at Flobert Drive.  A speed table (in my opinion) 
would be helpful and would force those taking a shortcut to slow down in this residential neighborhood.  Sidewalks 
would be nice/helpful too for the safety of pedestrians walking to and from their homes to the path.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Great Idea - safety though is a concern for homeowners going to or from the path.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments All above, I hope you consider the safety of the residents on this specific road.
Thank you!

Name Vernon Land

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? Virginian Pilot

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

I would like to see a comprehensive review of existing ditch drainage in the near vicinity to this project.  Hopefully, 
this new more adequate ditch could help drain areas that currently don't drain.  The existing ditch running behind 
the homes on the north east side of Violet Bank has no outlet.  Perhaps this could be corrected and allowed to feed 
into this new ditch?  Any help would be appreciated since past attempts to get help with this ditch have fallen on 
deaf ears.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Like - all of it

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yes

Additional Comments If I can be of any help, let me know.

151

152

153

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  Stop signs will be 
installed along the path, but not along the 
roads.  Drivers will be required to yield to 
pedestrians in the crosswalk, but would 
otherwise flow freely.  

The City does not have a liter clean-up program. 
If liter is prohibiting the ditch from draining 
correctly, the city will clear the blockage. 
Pedestrian lighting is not included with the 
project. The Violet Bank Drive corridor is public 
right-of-way and is available to the public at 
night. However, all public right-of-way is subject 
to Section 23-2 of the City's code, the curfew for 
minors. It is recommended that any suspicious 
activity be reported to the police. 

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The project will 
include safety measures at all roadway crossings, 
including stop signs along the trail, cross walks, 
and pedestrian crossing signs.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The Drainage 
Report presented in the virtual meeting room 
shows the proposed drainage improvements.  As 
currently proposed, The ditches along the roads 
and behind houses will drain into the proposed 
ditch along the trail.
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Name Amber Napier Bozeman

Are you in favor of this project? No

How did you hear about this meeting? Facebook

Please provide information you believe will assist in 
developing the final design of this project.

There is value in leaving natural spaces natural. It is a perfectly enjoyable and passable walkway rich with naturally 
occurring, organic features. It is a gem among a very developed area that provides respite from asphalt and concrete. 
It provides an experience of waking upon dirt and leaves and pebbles and grass that cannot be found elsewhere in 
the immediate area. It provides for interesting sensory experiences that will be lost upon taking down trees and 
adding asphalt and concrete. You can find beautiful landscaping in any yard in this area. Leave the trees and naturally 
occurring plants and organisms. Value nature and the aesthetic it provides and leave this lush, soft, natural, beautiful 
pathway be.

What do you like/dislike about this project? Removal of trees, encroaching on private property, adding of asphalt, concrete, and landscaping. Destruction of 
natural area.

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? Yeswere

Additional Comments Were residents of the area informed of this project and asked for input BEFORE plans were made, finalized, and 
presented?

Name Matthew Sullivan

Are you in favor of this project? Yes

How did you hear about this meeting? This is way overdue!  
I used to live in Bellamy Woods and there was no way to get out of the neighborhood on bike or foot without risking 
your life on Providence Road.
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Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  A public hearing 
was held at City Hall in 2017 which was 
advertised in the Virginia Pilot. Notification 
letters were sent to residents in the vicinity of 
the project area, an advertisement was posted in 
the Virginia Pilot, and information was posted 
on the City's website regarding this virtual 
citizen information meeting. The virtual citizen 
information meeting is one of the forums in 
which resident's comments are recorded and 
considered in determining the direction of 
project. Design alternatives are being considered 
and analyzed by the City to reduce the project's 
impact to existing trees.

Thank you for your response to this citizen 
survey and your interest in this project, your 
response has been recorded.  The City 
acknowledges your input and will evaluate 
design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Jason B. Wilson  
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 3:59 PM 
To: Deborah Jones <djones7844@cox.net> 
Subject: RE: Violet Bank Shared Use Path Hearing Comments 
 
Afternoon Ms. Jones, 
 
Thank you for reaching out to me regarding this project.  
 
Currently fences are not schedule to be removed on private property to 
maximum extent practicable. Only fences that encroach into or stratal the 
right of way are planned to be removed. This has been our strategy from the 
beginning of the project and remains our tactic unless there is a site 
constraint that would change our needs. Most of the trees scheduled for 
removal are located in the City's right of way. True there are a few that on 
private property. The design team has tried to identify all the trees that 
need to be remove for the trail.  Additional details can be seen on the 
Project Plan Sheets which are available on the website. Another option to 
consider is to click on the interactive map.  
 
As for the site acquisition process, we generally do not start this process 
until 90% design is completed. This is typically when we know what our 
private property impacts are and that they will not change. Currently, we are 
scheduled to start in late Fall of 2022. Once site acquisition starts, one of 
the City's Right-of-Way Agents will make contact with the property owners to 
discuss impacts in detail and start the negotiation process. 
 
If you require assistance interpreting the plans so that you can understand 
any potential impacts to your property, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
I have the ability to hose a virtual meeting and can meet in person if 
needed. 
 
If you have not already, I ask that you fill out a comment form to ensure you 
concerns and support for the project are documented. 
 
Thank you and have a great day. 
 
Jason Wilson, P.E. 
Transportation Division 
Public Works/Engineering 
484 Viking Drive, Suite 200 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
Main: (757) 385-4131 
Direct: (757) 385-8910 
Cell: (757) 676-2355 
Fax:  (757) 467-5602 
Email: jwilson@vbgov.com  
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Deborah Jones <djones7844@cox.net>  
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 3:25 PM 
To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 
Subject: Violet Bank Shared Use Path Hearing Comments 
 
Good afternoon, 
Regarding your video and slide titled Right-of-Way Acquisition, you indicate 
there may be a need to remove fencing and/or trees within private property 
lines to provide safety in completing this project. When will affected 
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homeowners be made aware of more specific details pertaining to this aspect 
of the project? 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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From: Dave Parker <dparker@sinclairstations.com>  

Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 10:41 AM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Re: Violet Bank Drive 

They’re interviewing me for the project. 

On Fri, May 20, 2022 at 9:46 AM Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> wrote: 

Let me figure out the appropriate audience for your request and then I will cooridnate a time to meet. I 

understand WTKR is going to run a story about this project today. I thought you might want to tune in. 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Dave Parker <dparker@sinclairstations.com> 

Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 8:50:47 AM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Re: Violet Bank Drive  

Thank you for your response, and especially on your day off.  I’ve confirmed that Walter Camp is behind 

this. He’s an active cyclist who wanted a new place to ride his bicycle. Seriously.   He used  the influence 

of his committee appointment to make this happen.  So now, because of his cycling hobby, there’s a 

$2m project on the way that includes a 10 ft tarmac laid alongside peoples’ homes. 

This was breathtaking before, but this makes it galling. There’s a group of us who would like to have a 

meeting with someone in your office to see if there is a compromise solution to accommodate 

pedestrians and bicyclists while not having a scorched‐earth approach. 

Again thank you so much for your time, and hope you are able to have a great three day weekend. 

Dave 

On Fri, May 20, 2022 at 6:59 AM Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> wrote: 

Hello Mr. Parker, 

I am off today. Let me see what I can find out.  

I do know he was involved in the development of the Bikeways and Trails Plan, now the Actice 

Transportation Plan. However, I cannot say with certainty if he was involved 20 years ago.  

Thanks, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 
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From: Dave Parker <dparker@sinclairstations.com> 

Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022, 6:01 AM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Re: Violet Bank Drive 

Jason,  

Hello, and hope you've had a great week.   

You had mentioned before that while no usage study has been done on the Violet Bank Trail project, 

there were however area residents who requested this project 20 years ago.  Would you happen to 

know if Walter Camp is the person who has spear‐headed this? 

Thanks in advance, 

Dave Parker 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 12:12 PM Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> wrote: 

Hello again Mr. Parker. 

 Thank you for your response. Citizen input is exactly why we have these types of meetings. 

 We will publish a report at the conclusion on the comment period to document everything. It will 
contain all the comments received and the City’s official responses to them. 

 I have noted you as not in favor of the project for reason noted below. 

 I believe I owe you a little clarification as it related to the “drainage Improvement”. I see now how this 
can be misleading. The drainage improvements refers to the increase in system capacity to ensure the 
proposed project does not have any adverse impacts to the systems existing level of service. 

 City Council is the responsible party who approves projects like this. I am simply the Project Manager 
charged with delivering the projects. 

 Please encourage the other community member to visit the website and fill out a comments form so 
that we can accurately track who is or is not in support of this project.  

 Here is the link again should you need it. https://seekbeak.com/v/VvjMnlOeqlJ  

I appreciate the heads up regarding the media coverage and am happy to schedule time with you, 
anyone in your community or the median to go over the project and address questions.  

Respectfully, 

 Jason Wilson, P.E. 

Transportation Division 

Public Works/Engineering 
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484 Viking Drive, Suite 200 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

Main: (757) 385-4131 

Direct: (757) 385-8910 

Cell: (757) 676-2355 

Fax:  (757) 467-5602 

Email: jwilson@vbgov.com  

From: Dave Parker <dparker@sinclairstations.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 6:35 PM 
To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 
Subject: Re: Violet Bank Drive 

Jason, 

Thank you for your emails, and your prompt responses.   I really appreciate that. 

The reason I asked about a study for usage of the ROW, is that in observing it since 1997 I would 
estimate the daily usage of that path at maybe 25 ‐ 30 people.  Maybe.  I can’t imagine that anyone else 
living along it would say otherwise.   

So, if the city has decided that it’s spending $2 million to service the existing users, that obviously is not 
rational.  If it’s hoping to attract new users, that’s also not rational because it’s not a destination for 
recreation. Those people are going to the nearby Mt. Trashmore, or maybe the path along Dam Neck.   

The drainage issue is also not plausible because in the 25 years that we’ve lived here  the “ditch” doesn’t 
pose a threat to homeowners.   

I don’t know if you’re the person who signs off on these projects, or you’re just tasked with moving the 
ball forward.  But, there are a group of us who are going to be quite vocal.  We’re not out to make your 
job harder, but given the number of people who use that path, that it crosses several streets, and that 
the city is spending 2 million dollars, it simply makes absolutely no sense.  Zero.  It makes us wonder if 
anyone from the city has spent a day here looking at the actual usage.  I haven’t seen a city vehicle here, 
so that’s likely not the case. 

Because you’ve been so kind to email me back, just wanted to give you a heads up that there will be 
some media coverage coming your way in the weeks ahead. 

Regards, 

Dave 

757 630‐7356 
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On Tue, Apr 19, 2022 at 4:18 PM Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> wrote: 

Mr. Parker, 

I was able to confirm that a study was not conducted. However, there is an existing goat path which 
indicates that the ROW is heavily used. It is also my understanding that area residents first requested 
that the city install a formal paved path 20 years ago. 

Let me know if you have an additional questions. 

Thanks, 

Jason 

 From: Jason B. Wilson  
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 12:33 PM 
To: Dave Parker <dparker@sinclairstations.com> 
Subject: RE: Violet Bank Drive 

 Mr. Parker 

 To my knowledge there is no study. I have sent your inquiry to Parks and Recreations to confirm. 

 As for who requested the project. It has been part of the Bikeways and Trails Plan, now the Active 
Transportation Plan, since 2011. It was a high priority project for the Bikeways and Trails Advisory 
Committee. These plans part of the City’s comprehensive plan which was adopted by council in 2021.  

 Below are a few links you might be interested in. 

 Public Information Meeting: 

https://seekbeak.com/v/VvjMnlOeqlJ 

 Project Website: 

Foxfire Trail :: VBgov.com ‐ City of Virginia Beach 

Proposed FY23 CIP: 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/budget‐office‐management‐services/budget‐
archives/Documents/fy23‐budget/Capital‐Improvement‐Programs‐2023‐2028.pdf#page=246  

Active Transportation Plan: 

Active Transportation Plan :: VBgov.com ‐ City of Virginia Beach 

Bikeways and Trails Advisory Committee: 

About Parks & Recreation :: VBgov.com ‐ City of Virginia Beach 
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Let me know if you have any additional questions. 

 Respectfully, 

 Jason 

 From: Dave Parker <dparker@sinclairstations.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 8:12 PM 
To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 
Subject: Violet Bank Drive 

 Mr. Wilson,  

Hello.  As a resident along the paper Violet Bank Drive since 1997, I have a few questions regarding the 
proposed project.   

First, has there ever been a study on the current pedestrian and cycling traffic of the path?  Also, who 
requested this project to be initiated? 

Thank you in advance. 

 Regards, 

 Dave Parker 

1201 Candlewood Drive 

757 630‐7356   
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From: Jason B. Wilson  

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 3:34 PM 

To: jvs@lawyer.com 

Subject: RE: Violet Bank Trail 

Mr. Sherman, 

Plan set can be downloaded from the virtual citizen information meeting. Link is below. 

https://seekbeak.com/v/VvjMnlOeqlJ 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Jason 

From: jvs@lawyer.com <jvs@lawyer.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 3:19 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Violet Bank Trail 

Jason, Can you send me the latest plan sheet of the Violent Bank Trail project including the right of way 

acquisition sheet?  Thanks for your help.  Hope to assist your right of way team in acquiring the property 

rights necessary for the project.  Sincerely yours, Joe Sherman  

Joseph V. Sherman, P.C. 

324 West Freemason Street 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510 
(757) 350-8308 office 

(757) 991-0765 direct 
www.lawfirmJVS.com  
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From: Jason B. Wilson  

Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 2:14 PM 

To: '2coops.gc@gmail.com' <2coops.gc@gmail.com> 

Subject: Violet Bank Trail 

Good Afternoon Ms. Cooper, 

I wanted to let you know that the City did receive your letter related to the Violet Bank Trail dated April 

27, 2022. It is attached herein to serve as a record for you.  

Thank you for your interest in the Project. Your comments and concerns will be document and a formal 

response issued at the conclusion of the commenting period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully, 

Jason Wilson, P.E. 
Transportation Division 

Public Works/Engineering 

484 Viking Drive, Suite 200 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

Main: (757) 385-4131 

Direct: (757) 385-8910 

Cell: (757) 676-2355 

Fax:  (757) 467-5602 

Email: jwilson@vbgov.com  

 

To whom it may concern 
 

I am responding to the notification I received on April 20, 2022 pertaining to the Violet Bank Trail project. 
 

I am strongly opposed to this project moving forward and respectively ask that my property and the 
adjacent easements not be leveraged or involved in the proposed scope of work. 

 
My husband and I purchased this property years ago because of the privacy that the dead end road offered 
as well as greatly reduced vehicle and pedestrian traffic. 

 
Over the years we have noticed an increase of pedestrians trespassing by cutting through our yard as a 
shortcut to qet from street to street. Despite our complaints the traffic has only increased up to the 
point where they have worn a pathway through my yard. 

 
This is unfortunate for us and irresponsible for the city of VA Beach not to assist with preventing 
pedestrians from cutting through our yard. We have also experienced trespassing and damage to our 
property. We believe this is a direct result of the foot traffic passing by our house. 

 
There are several places in Virginia Beach that are specifically designated for pedestrians to travel, ride 
bikes, walk their pets that would negate the need for this proposed trail. One as close as a few houses 
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down at the end of our street. As an additional note, this sidewalk would not lead anywhere. It is simply 
a path through our properties. 

 
Again, my request is that the City of Virginia Beach would not utilize my property or easements for this 
proposed project. In our opinion it would only increase trespassing and greatly reduce the privacy this 
neighborhood has offered us for so many years. 

 
If this project moves forward it will greatly increase and encourage traffic through our property. We would 
request that if this project moves forward, the city of Virginia Beach would assist us with installing 
infrastructure that would block or deter pedestrians trespassing on our property. This would also help 
restore some of the privacy that has been taken away. 

 
Please confirm by responding back that you have acknowledged our concerns as I’m sure we are a 
voice for several of the other homes involved in this proposed project. 
 
Respectfully, Grace Cooper 
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From: Robert Bechtel <bevnbob2001@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 9:54 AM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Violet Bank Shared Use Path Hearing Comments 

Jason Wilson,  

I live on Flobert Drive near to the place where the path would cross Flobert Drive.  I believe this would be a good 
project and I would like to see it's completion.  I would like to make a suggestion which relates to a safety issues.   

I have observed many vehicles that have a complete disregard for our 25 mph speed limit.  The path would mean 
frequent people crossing Flobert with cars passing at an unsafe speed with hedges current blocking some clear 
views,. 

My suggestion:  You should include a "speed table" the I have often crossed over on Lord Dunmore Drive.  A 
placement at the midpoint of Flobert is about where the pedestrians would be crossing. 

Robert Bechtel 

1136 Flobert Drive 

Virginia Beach, Va  23464 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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From: Jes b. <jes_bcuz@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 5:02 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Violet Bank Trail 

City Project #100119.007 @ #100558 

My name is Jessica Hitt, I currently live on the Violet Bank Trail at 1133 Homestead Drive. I see the path 
and walk on the path daily. I walk the path because it is very much a nature path, it has the feel of 
something that we only find at First Landing State park. It’s shaded and peaceful. During my daily walks, I 
have run into another person approximately 3 times in the past 2-3 months. It is not as used and heavily 
trafficked as the study would imply. 

Are you in favor of this project? No. 

Please provide us with information you believe will assist in developing the final design of this project? 

The impact of losing the amount of trees that this project plans on removing is going to put every single 
person on the path at risk during any winds or storms. Removing trees will remove the wind break that 
clusters of trees provide. Removing the amount of trees that are estimated to be removed will increase 
property damage which will result in high insurance costs and possibly casualties if trees fall on homes. 

Removing the trees will also unsettle the ecosystem that is in place currently. The trees and roots help to 
keep the drains mostly dry, once they are gone, the drains could potentially become swampy and mossy. 
The City of Va Beach has neglected caring for this short stretch of path for years upon years, I don’t have 
confidence that the city will maintain it after the changes are made.  As a result of the City’s failure to 
maintain this walk way, it’s been the burden of homeowners along the paths or parents of kids who use 
the path to maintain it’s safety, even to the point or erecting their own bridge / walk ways over the culverts 
so that people can safely pass.  This shouldn’t have been the responsibility of tax payers to build and 
maintain a paper street.  The city should have been responsible.   Those same citizens are the ones that 
enjoy the path in its current condition with just the expectation that the city maintain it and clear the 
drainage ditch so that surrounding land owners don’t have to. 

The pitch is that this can be a multi-use path. I am an avid runner, I don’t see a use for this to be paved 
for running. It’s not even a mile long. The same issue for bike riding, the path is mostly used by kids on 
bikes, and even then, it’s rare to see any number of kids use it. The most I have seen on a Saturday 
would probably be around 10 people in a day. 

 What do you like/dislike about this project? 

I dislike several things. The cost of the project is one extremely disturbing factor. Quoted in 2016 at 
$475,000, its new design / installation has now ballooned to over 2 million dollars (and will most surely go 
up even more) for an unnecessary path that includes removing hundreds of trees that have been growing 
and enjoyed by our neighborhood for decades. Virginia Beach is rapidly losing neighborhoods that have 
so many trees.  

Another one of the reasons for the new path is the updated drainage. The Violet Bank Trail does not have 
a problem with drainage from rain, this problem lies in the neighborhood across Providence Road in 
Bellamy Manor. The storm drain along Providence Road is so poorly maintained and designed that the 
homes over there have been flooded during big storms. Along Providence 

Road would actually be the ideal place for any sort of path. There is already a sidewalk that ends right 
before the open stop drains, continuing a path there over top of the storm drain would be ideal for a 
walking or biking path. 

Making the path continuous without a break in surface as it is now, nature path to concrete, it is going to 
make it far more dangerous for the kids who enjoy riding their bikes on the path. The streets that cross 
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the trail are straight roads that entice people to drive way faster than the 25 MPH speed limit. If the path is 
changed from trail surface to concrete, the chances of a child stopping to look to see if a car is coming 
are slim to none. In addition, the kids love jumping over roots and riding through the path like they are on 
some BMX path or something, there are only a few spots to ride like this and to remove this for a paved 
path is going to remove a lot of joy for some kids that grow up here. 

Do you feel the information was clearly presented? 

No, the study that was completed on the use of the path was grossly exaggerated. The traffic on the path 
is very very minimal. To say in the study that the path is worn down from the large amounts of people 
biking and walking is false. This path is not a cut-through for anyone in the neighboring neighborhoods. 
Nor, does it make sense for any person to use this path instead of walking or biking on Providence Road. 
Once you get to the end at Selwood, there is no way to get back out to Providence unless you wind deep 
into the neighborhood and come out past the sharp turn at the end. This would add so much time to any 
walker or biker, considering it would be much faster to turn into the neighborhood at Admiration Dr. and 
then it is a straight, safer shot to Princess Anne.   

I have talked to the neighbors on the path, according to the plans, they don’t think it was clearly presented 
as to how many trees will actually be removed.  The “X”’s are marking the path side where trees will be 
removed, there is no clear information about the other side of the path. 

Additional comments. 

The path is very near the Indian Lakes Neighborhood path. I walk that path as well. The difference in that 
path and the proposed path on the Violet Bank Trail is that the Indian Lakes Path is a regular width 
sidewalk, and it winds through the trees and behind the houses. The path was developed around the 
trees and even this path is barely used. And this path goes from Homestead all the way to Ferrell 
Parkway, I rarely if ever see anyone on this path. 

According to the plans, a site will be set-up in my yard, I am not ok with this and I will be seeking advice 
as to how to prevent this from happening. It appears as though the city will be removing a large tree from 
my front yard, this is not acceptable either nor was this ever clearly communicated to me in a letter, 
instead I had to discover it on my own.   

In an environment where the City struggles to maintain workers, maintenance of it’s current land and 
drainage ways, you have to ask yourself, is this the best use of the citizen’s tax payer dollars, or should 
the city invest in itself in creating the workforce necessary to maintain what it already has and be a good 
steward of the citizen’s tax dollars so that we don’t have to incur more rising costs to help the city 
maintain what it has verses the City making wiser investments with it’s coffers and the States funds.  With 
rising property values, it’s only a matter of time that the city needs to “raise the tax rates” to be “more 
competitive” with the other city tax rates.  Wise investments, cutting expenses, and being a good steward 
of tax dollars would help the city and its citizens through a trying time just coming out of an 
unprecedented pandemic this and many generations have never seen before. 

Attached are pictures of the path. One of the pictures is of the path beside our house that we have had to 
maintain by trimming back bushes, weed eating, and spraying poison ivy. Removing the foliage and trees 
along this path with drastically change the aesthetic of this quiet neighborhood.  

I have also attached a picture of a portion of the Indian Lakes Path to show that they went around trees 
and property. 

I would be completely on board for a plan to continue a sidewalk from Providence Elementary to Princess 
Anne Road, this would be a better solution with less environmental and resident impact. A path in this 
location could be utilized by residents in all of the neighborhoods in this immediate area. 

Thank you for your time, 

Jessica 
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CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
-----Original Message----- 

8 

9 



Page 17 

From: Ruth Anne Hering <hering5@aol.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 2:29 PM 
To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 
Subject: Violet Banks Trail 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Virginia Beach. Do 
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know 
the content is safe. 
 
 
Our family has been waiting for years for this trail to be improved. We are 
very concerned about  kids of all ages using Providence Rd. to walk or bike. 
There is no way wheelchair access would ever be possible. 
So I’m all for this Trail being reworked and more safe for all in the 
neighborhoods involved. Thank you. 
 
Ruth Anne Hering 
1208 Hartford Dr 
Bellamy Woods 
757 467-9002 
 
CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has 
been recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of 
all citizens. 
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From: Walter T. Camp <wtcamp@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 12:13 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com>; Elaine L. Linn <elinn@vbgov.com>; Chad R. Morris 

<CMorris@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Re: Violet Bank Trail ‐ Public Comment [corrected] 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Virginia Beach. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Just noticed spreadsheet was truncating comments; have reformatted to correct.  Please use attached & 
discard prior. 

You'll note several residents date their requests for this trail back to 1987 ... my records show even 
farther, but I started with 2010 in the public engagement timeline I submitted because that is a readily 
verifiable starting date (the meeting where the community confronted Council Member Harry Diezel) for 
the modern campaign to get this done. 

Walter T. Camp 
4692 Berrywood Road 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 
(757) 576-1006 (cell) 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wtcamp 

On Wednesday, May 18, 2022, 12:04:05 PM EDT, Walter T. Camp <wtcamp@yahoo.com> wrote:  

Good morning, Jason. 

Yesterday and this morning I took some time to reach out to the community about the Violet Bank Trail 
project.   

In-Person Meetings with Residents 

Using my bike to get around I have held individual conversations with more than 80 households (over 100 
individual people), giving each one a half-sheet leaflet directing them to the City's project website and 
encouraging them to submit their comments.  Some of these conversations lasted just a couple of 
minutes, and a few went longer than 30.  Among older residents there was astonishment this was finally 
happening and anger it had taken longer than their kids' childhoods ... but tremendous, positive 
reactions.  Many remembered the meetings with Kempsville Council Members over the years, Wayne 
Wilcox gathering input at Party in the Park years ago, and the public comment sessions at Kempsville 
Rec and the Providence Elementary.  Newer residents were delighted.  The universal theme was that 
finally the City was responding to the safety problem of Providence Road and to the City's own decisions 
that trapped the community without bike/ped egress.  In terms of raw For/Against feedback, every person 
was in favor except for four.  One of those wanted to look at the project website before reaching a 
conclusion.  One was opposed because he said a difficult, poison-ivy filled trail filled with roots and 
dangerous crossings taught people real life, and they shouldn't be coddled (his wife was standing next to 
him strongly objecting to everything he was saying).  One was opposed because he said it involved 
stormwater and he was opposed to the tax increase (i.e. bond issue).  The other opposed it because he 
didn't want to see tax dollars spent on it, and went on to acknowledge unprompted that the tax dollars 
would be spent elsewhere rather than refunded to him.   

Facebook 

Since the Bellamy Woods Civic League is on record requesting this trail, I asked the current President, 
Erica Pero, to restate BWCL's support on the project website.  The project was long-approved prior to her 
election, and she was reluctant to do so because the only people she'd heard from were 
opposed.  Organically, without my involvement, she posted the question to the neighborhood's private 
FaceBook page, doing so in a somewhat negative manner.  She was quite surprised at the 
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overwhelmingly positive response, which is now up to 40 separate individuals in 24 hours.  All of them are 
in favor except for two opposed and one saying they "support a small paved path but not a double path 
with trees removed."  Note - this audience is not limited to Bellamy Woods, and several of the comments 
are from residents of Old Bellamy Manor and other neighborhoods.  I have attached a transcript of the 
thread showing her original question and the replies.  Although respondents have been encouraged to file 
their comments on the City's project page, I have encountered many while canvassing who are saying, "I 
already gave my opinion on Facebook."  Rather than having those opinions remain invisible to you and 
uncounted, I have complied the attached spreadsheet showing the name, address, and a word-for-word 
transcription of their comments for every person who posted.  Those who posted multiple times have their 
comments consolidated into a single cell. 

Email 

I also emailed about 40 people who have been involved with the trail for more than ten years.  Many are 
now elderly and less adept at technology, but I included the project website link to guide them to 
it.  Several wrote back that they'd seen the newspaper notices, but after so many years of being asked to 
state their support and then being delayed by the City, they hadn't tried to navigate the comment room.  I 
also reached out to former Council Members Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond and Jessica Abbott, both of 
whom received their own extensive feedback about the project from citizens over their terms.  Dr. Ross-
Hammond immediately wrote back of her intent to file comments on the project website.  Since HK-CAC 
has asked about the trail at nearly every meeting since 2011, I also sent them the project website link.  I 
heard back it was being distributed to some of the Kempsville member civic leagues, including Fairfield 
and Fairfield Forest.    

I hope this is helpful, and I hope you are seeing an uptick in comments on the project website.  If there 
are further FB posts I'll update the spreadsheet for you. 

Respectfully, 

Walter 

Walter T. Camp, Past President 

Bellamy Woods Civic League 
4692 Berrywood Road 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 
(757) 576-1006 (cell) 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wtcamp 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Good morning Mr. Wilson  

I'm Mr. Phillips the owner of property located 1200 Candlewood Dr that runs along the proposed  Violet 

Bank Trail Project. Over the years I called about the overgrown vegetation that the City does not 

maintain and help support rodents' life. I understand your desire to maintain the path , but the removal 

of the trees will subtract from the neighborhood landscape and impact our homes , which I feel 

contributes to our community. 

I'm all for upgrading the path just not at the extent you propose. Please consider other options. 

CITY RESPONSE: Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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1213 Heathcliff Drive  

23464 

On Mon, May 23, 2022, 6:46 AM Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> wrote: 

Thank you for your email Mr. Rubin. Would you mind providing your mailing address? 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Joel Rubin <joel@rubincommunications.com> 

Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2022, 9:06 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Violent Bank Trail 

I live in Bellamy Woods, actually Heathcliff Drive. The Trail will not impact me directly, but after speaking 

to some friends in its proposed path, I would urge you not to implement a “clear cutting plan” as 

currently envisioned. I certainly understand the need for a sidewalk of this nature, for the reasons stated 

in the proposal, which I watched online. But please try to reduce destruction of natural amenities as 

much as possible. Thank you for your work on this and consideration of this request.   

Joel Rubin 

Rubin Communications Group 

(757) 456‐5212 ‐ office 

(757) 287‐0361 ‐ cell 

joel@rubincommunications.com 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Sure thing!  It is:  

1128 Candlewood Drive  

Virginia Beach, VA 23464 

Thank you. 

Bryan 

On Mon, May 23, 2022 at 6:45 AM Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> wrote: 

Thank you for your email. Would you mind sending your full mailing address? 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Bryan Sellitti <bryansellitti77@gmail.com> 

Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2022, 9:51 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Bike Trail 

To whom it may concern:  

I am emailing in attempts to make my position heard on a bike trail project which is being proposed.  I 

live on Candlewood Drive and I recently learned of what is being proposed. I have nothing at all against a 

bike/walking trail but to say that every single tree and shrub will be cut down along the current dirt path 

that is there and that the new paved path will be 10’ wide does not sit well with me.  I support a path 

but I certainly do not support the current proposed plan.  Thank you kindly 

Respectfully, 

Bryan Sellitti 
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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to inform you and other city officials that I do not approve of 
the waste of millions of my tax dollars being spent on bike baths through 
neighborhoods. As though we didn’t have enough problems with flooding. You 
have to create more flooding to fix. Ridiculous!! Spend our tax dollars 
wisely and don’t waste it on bike baths through neighborhoods that I have no 
intention of using.  You have created enough flooding problems that need your 
attention. Start there! I cannot even believe this proposal was even 
considered. 
 
Thank You for your immediate attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Waverly Woods 
6335 Partridge Dr. 
VB, VA 23464 
757-749-8266 
 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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I am not in favor of the proposed plan to pave the Violet Bank trail and 
disturb the landscape of our neighborhood at the estimated cost of over 2 
million dollars. The current path does need to be improved for walkers and 
bicyclists but not as proposed. 
 
The money would be better spent installing a sidewalk or bike path along 
Providence Road from Princess Anne Road to Churchill Road. 
 
Randy and Jan Frazier 
1216 Candlewood Drive, VB 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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I am opposed to the Violent Bank Trail Project as planned. 

I have used the existing trail many times since moving to the Bellamy Woods Neighborhood 36 years 

ago. The trail could be improved without tree removal. Making the surface smooth with some gravel 

and trimming tree branches would be sufficient. 

Very few people use the trail now. If it is widened and paved as proposed, there will likely be frequent 

accidents at the many intersections because the improved trail will attract bicycle riders who probably 

will cross streets without seeing automobile traffic. 

Billy Parker 

1229 Glen Lochen Dr 

Virginia Beach 23464 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Good afternoon Jason, 
 
I am a resident who lives off of Selwood Drive, in reference to the Violet 
Bank Project.  I Am totally against this project being discussed in my 
neighborhood!  If this project is going to cost $2.5 M then give the 
taxpayers their money back or reduce our taxes!  This project is a waste of 
time and money for our neighborhood.  This project brings nothing to our 
neighborhood other than more nonsense like drinking, drugs and undesirables 
into our neighborhood.  This trail has been entertaining these behaviors for 
many years!  This is not what our neighborhood needs.  What about the nature 
on this trail including the birds, squirrels, rabbits, turtles and the beauty 
and privacy of the trees.  Our neighbors in that surrounding area will lose 
their privacy and the beauty of nature’s privacy.  I think you all can find a 
better way to spend $2.5M which is ridiculous.  Give the money back to the 
hard working people in our community and lower our taxes!  I do not approve 
of this project! 
 
Thank you for your time 
 
1152 Selwood Drive 
Virginia Beach VA 23464 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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rom: mlwp46 <mlwp46@gmail.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 10:03:33 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Re: Violet Bank Trail  

Louise W. Parker. 1229 Glen Lochen Drive  VB 23464 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

From: "Jason B. Wilson" <JWilson@vbgov.com>  

Date: 5/23/22 6:48 AM (GMT‐05:00)  

To: mlwp46 <mlwp46@gmail.com>  

Subject: Re: Violet Bank Trail  

Good morning, 

Thank you for your email. Would you please provide you legal name and address? 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: mlwp46 <mlwp46@gmail.com> 

Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2022 3:04:38 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Violet Bank Trail  

I have used the current path along the proposed work for this project. A 10 ' asphalt trail is certainly not 

needed when half that width would meet the provision for both bikers and walkers.  I understand that it 

is necessary to remove some trees for a suggested  5' path. As a walker, the reason for using the current 

path is for the comfort of the shade provided by the trees and the enjoyment of nature. Also, because of 

the trees, I don't feel I am intruding on the privacy of the neighboring yards I am passing. 2 million 

dollars really could be spent to benefit a lot more Virginia Beach residents than the handful now using or 

may use it in the future. Please listen to the people in this small area of our city that your overkill project 

affects. I am a resident of Bellamy Woods on Glen Lochen Drive for 36 years. 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.   
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Hi Jason, 
 
    Please do not cut down the beautiful trees for a bike path. 
 
John French 
1209 Ewell road 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Hello,  

I'm sending this email to voice my concerns and disapproval of the proposed Violet Bank Trail through 

Bellamy Woods. Having walked this trail numerous times throughout my childhood from my 

Grandparent's house to my Uncle's house, I'm very concerned about the amount of trees that will be cut 

down and the impact this project will have on the landscape of the neighborhood and surrounding 

properties. I also feel as though this path won't receive the use that justifies this kind of project cost and 

impact. I'm a local Virginia Beach resident and I live very close by, on the Kempsville Greens Golf Course 

‐ 4788 Open Greens Dr. I'm against the project as it stands now. Thank you for your time. 

Best, 

Deven Sarma 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Hello,   

My name is Macy Parker. I grew up living next to the trail (I live at 1201 Candlewood Dr)  I am strongly 

against the Violet Bank Trail Project and it’s plan to cut down hundreds of trees / create a 10 ft wide 

asphalt path.  The majority of people who use the trail on a daily basis are the people living on the 

streets that the trail runs through. I believe this project would be unnecessarily harmful to our 

environment.   

Thank you,  

Macy Parker  

 

CITY RESPONSE: Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Hi Mr. Wilson,  

Yes, we both live at 3857 Cumberland Pkwy, Va Bch 23452. 

Have a great day! 

Victoria Lenz  

Sent from my MetroPCS 4G LTE Android Device 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

From: "Jason B. Wilson" <JWilson@vbgov.com>  

Date: 5/22/22 8:39 AM (GMT‐05:00)  

To: "viki.lenz" <viki.lenz@gmail.com>  

Subject: Re: Bike path in Kempsville  

Thank you for your email Ms. Lenz. Would you mind providing your mailing address and would you 

confirm Mr. Keating resides there.  

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: viki.lenz <viki.lenz@gmail.com> 

Sent: Saturday, May 21, 2022, 12:51 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Bike path in Kempsville 

Dear Mr. Wilson, 

We are writing to you in regards to this bike path that is being discussed in Kempsville. 

We disagree with the proposal of this idea due to the timbering of all the trees! 

There are other ways around this and I would like to give you a suggestion.  

I also lived in Kempsville for 20 yrs. And also in Middletown RI for over 20 yrs. In Bristol RI, they took the 

old railroad, that went all the way to Providence RI and converted it into a paved walk,bike trail. Back 

then it was roller blading as well.  

No trees to take away from our communities! 

It depletes our ozone layer, look at the Amazon jungle issues. 

We, Richard G. Keating Jr, and myself, Victoria Lenz of Va Beach are opposed of this idea. 

Thank you.  
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Sincerely,  

Victoria Lenz  

Richard G. Keating Jr 

Sent from my MetroPCS 4G LTE Android Device 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Good Morning,  

My name is Suzanne Pedigo and I am a resident of the Bellamy Manor/Bellamy Woods neighborhood. I 

live at 1141 Selwood Drive which is 2 homes away from the Violet Bank trail. When this project was first 

brought to our attention, my husband and I were in great favor of this project for many reasons. We 

have two young children and walked the path last spring for the first time, only to find it very difficult to 

navigate with a stroller and a small child. The proposal looked and sounded great. However, over the 

past week we have found out through neighbors, who have been doing more research, that ALL of the 

trees along the trail will be removed. We are NOT in favor of this for several reasons. These trees 

provide homes for many animals that live among them. These mature trees provide a root system that 

allows and helps water drainage and erosion. At this time our neighborhood, nor the trail floods during 

the heaviest of storms and we would like to keep it that way. These trees provide shade for many of the 

homes,not just those along the trail but far down the streets since their canopy is so large. Removing 

these trees would take that shade away, causing citizens more heat and light during spring and summer 

months. In turn, that equates to higher electric bills. These trees also provide privacy from the trail to 

nearby homes. Right now you can not see the trail from our bedroom windows or back yard because of 

the mature trees, if they are all removed you would have a clear view and especially the homes directly 

next to it. There is also a noise concern, as these mature trees provide a sound barrier from nearby 

Ferrell Parkway which already has its own issues. I understand the new proposal moves to add new 

trees which is great, but will not in any way take the place of 100 year old trees. Our suggestion is to 

trim, prune and maybe remove some of the trees that are in need of care, uprooted, overgrown etc. but 

not ALL trees. We are also in favor of a modified 5 foot path instead of the proposed 10ft. The privacy of 

the quaint trail is what is so great about it currently. No one knows it is there except the people in the 

neighborhoods and that is how we would like to keep it. A hidden gem for our neighborhoods where our 

children can safely walk, or bike to friends homes. Where a family can take an after dinner stroll. Or 

where a Senior citizen can walk safely from one part of the neighborhood to the next. We are concerned 

if the trail is too large it will lose its luster and attract people from all over the city to "bike the trail," 

causing traffic and more parked cars at the entrances. This is NOT what we want. The neighborhoods 

affected are mostly dead end, quiet streets with little foot traffic from outside the neighborhood.  

I thank you for your time and urge you to take my comments, and the comments of others like me, that 

would like to see a modification, seriously. 

Suzanne and Jeremy Pedigo 

 

CITY RESPONSE: Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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I’m writing to ask that you please deny the city access to put a “bike path” 
in the Kempsville area of Va Beach. Destroying all those trees would be 
detrimental to an already endangered environmental. Not to mention this is a 
pointless act as there are plenty of other bike paths that can be utilized in 
the area. Thanks in advance. 
 
Amanda Lightner 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

CITY RESPONSE: Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Yes, of course.  

1209 Ewell Road 

Virginia Beach, VA 23455 

Thank you, 

Meredith French, B.S. 

Sr. Epic Business Systems Analyst 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 22, 2022, at 8:30 AM, Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> wrote: 

Thank you for your email. Would you mind providing your address. 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Meredith French <marfrench78@gmail.com> 

Sent: Saturday, May 21, 2022 3:51:10 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: No bike path  

Hi Jason, 

 

Please do not cut down trees to pursue a bike path. The trees serve a better purpose for the 

environment, wildlife, and neighborhood than a bike path ever would. It’s an awful lot of trees to tear 

down for a little bike path. The juice is not worth the squeeze here. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Meredith French 

Virginia Beach resident 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.   
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Of course‐ 

1201 candlewood drive  

VB 23464 

Get Outlook for iOS 

 

From: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2022 8:34:16 AM 

To: Parker, Joy S <Joy.Parker@chkd.org> 

Subject: Re: Violet Banks path  

External: 

Thank you Ms. Parker. Would you please provide your mailing address. 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Parker, Joy S <Joy.Parker@chkd.org> 

Sent: Saturday, May 21, 2022, 1:33 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Violet Banks path 

Mr. Wilson, 

I live along the path that is currently slated to be clear cut and paved on Violent Banks Drive. The 

existing nature path is not heavily utilized and I am opposed to the city spending $2 million for this 

project. It is my understanding that a usage survey has never been performed to see how many people 

would actually benefit from this exorbitant project. It also appears this may be a pet project of one 

person who,  through a former appointment to a trailways council, appears to have a potential conflict 

of interest.  Many of the residents are in favor of improvements being made to the existing nature path 

for much less money and less environmental impact on the area.  For residents along this path, 

removing the trees will result in a lack of privacy and green space. Please pass along my disapproval to 

those in charge of this project. Thank you for your time, Joy Parker 

Joy.Parker@chkd.org 

757 374‐5742 

Get Outlook for iOS 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Thank you for your email Ms. Russell. Would you please provide your mailing address. 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Anne Russell <adrussell26@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Saturday, May 21, 2022, 3:11 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Bike path 

Hi Mr. Wilson,  

I just viewed report about the proposed bike path that is about 2 million dollars and only goes about 1.6 

miles.  This is a terrible waste of money and I am against this poor use of taxpayer funds.  Please 

reconsider! 

 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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I am a homeowner at 1145 Selwood dr. i feel your project for the trail is great waste of money considering 
the current use. not to mention the destruction of nature & ruin to the environment.if this  project goes 
forward modify it to meet the desires of the many protestors involved... 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Thank you for your email Mr. Cabaniss. Would you mind providing your mailing address. Also, I would 

like to confirm this email is intended to be feedback for the Violet Bank Trail project. 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Brian Cabaniss <briancabaniss24@gmail.com> 

Sent: Saturday, May 21, 2022, 1:08 PM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Bike path 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Virginia Beach. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please don't kill trees and take people's land for a bike path.  Be like everyone else and let them go to a 

bike path. Plenty in VA 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens.  The project as currently proposed will not result in any permanent private property acquisition.  
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Thank you for your email. Would you please provide you legal name and mailing address. 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: countryboy109 <countryboy109@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Saturday, May 21, 2022 11:40:10 AM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Stop cutting trees  

Va beach needs to stop cutting trees down it’s effecting wildlife people just want to cut 
down trees an build an build an things are so expensive anyways who can afford to live 
in high priced places stop cutting trees that effect wildlife just to put in a bike path 
there’s many places people can ride their bikes if they stop being lazy a 2 million dollar 
project just for a bike path for one person is stupid leave stuff alone you want to cut 
down something cut gas prices  

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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Jason,  

   Thank you for taking the time to speak to me today about the Violet Banks Trail Project.  As we 

discussed and my husband, Kevin, also e‐mailed you, we live along the trail and are very concerned 

about the environmental impact of the trail.  We are not in favor of a 10 foot wide trail by the side of 

our property and all the trees being removed from either side of the current creek/drainage area.  This 

is excessive.  One alternative that has less impact on the environment and will allow for bikes and 

walkers is a permeable trail.  Please see the link below.    

https://www.americantrails.org/resources/how‐permeable‐pavers‐make‐a‐difference 

We are not in favor of the current plan and hope to have an in‐person meeting soon to discuss this 

project with those directly impacted and other stakeholders. 

Best, 

Celeste  

 

Celeste Murphy Greene, Ph.D., MPA  

www.celestemurphygreene.com 

 

From: Jason B. Wilson  

Sent: Friday, May 27, 2022 9:07 AM 

To: 'Kevin Greene' <kevingreene1968@yahoo.com> 

Cc: Celeste Greene <celestegreene1968@gmail.com>; Gregory F. Howell <GHowell@vbgov.com>; Chad 

R. Morris <CMorris@vbgov.com> 

Subject: RE: Violet Banks Trail Feedback 

Thank you for your email Mr. Green. I will amend you original response to include this information as 

part of public engagement effort.  

I would like to point out that the Violet Bank Trail is part of a proposed active transportation network.  

Connecting  Admiration Drive with Princess Anne Road is also apart of that proposed networks. It seems 

we are on the same page there. This project as described would come at significant increase in cost. 

Well above the $2M allotted for Violet Bank Drive. Unfortunately, there is not a project in the CIP for 

this project. I know at one point in the past the City looked into improving this section of Providence 

Road, but it was shelved for one reason or another (my guess is either cost or lack of support). 

Here is a link to the Active Transportation Plan showing the proposed network: 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks‐recreation/design‐development‐

projects/Documents/CVB%20Active%20Transportation%20Plan.pdf#page=74 

Here is a link to the approved FY23 CIP:  

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/budget‐office‐management‐services/budget‐

archives/Documents/fy23‐budget/Capital‐Improvement‐Programs‐2023‐2028.pdf 

We are working to complete the CIM report and plan to have that complete by the middle of June. 
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We are also in the process determining what our options are related to the project scope. Please be 

patient . Since there are federal funds associated with the project, we have to engage VDOT and that 

can take time (sometimes). 

Once all of our ducks are in a row, the City will reach out to you and Mrs. Greene to hold the requested 

meeting. 

Respectfully, 

Jason 

From: Kevin Greene <kevingreene1968@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Friday, May 27, 2022 8:24 AM 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Cc: Celeste Greene <celestegreene1968@gmail.com> 

Subject: Fw: Violet Banks Trail Feedback 

 

Mr. Wilson, 

I realize the comment period is over but wanted to revisit the Providence Rd upgrade 
option outlined in my email below.  We have witnessed many accidents on this road and 
the drainage issues have already been described below.  This would seem to be a 
higher priority and more significant safety concern than the Violet Bank Trail.  The north 
side of the road already has a cleared area and ditch with a nominal width of 
approximately 15 ft from Admiration Drive to Birks Lane. Because the ditch is open, 
there is extensive plant growth and debris/garbage readily accumulates which causes 
drainage issues. As previously mentioned, installation of underground drainage pipes 
and covering and landscaping the area would improve drainage and provide an 
underlaying structure for a bike path/trail.  This would also require minimal to no tree 
removal.   

By connecting to the existing sidewalks near Admiration Drive and Birks Lane, there 
would now be a complete path from Indian Lakes Blvd to Princess Anne Rd.  With the 
sidewalk upgrade currently being built on Providence, this would provide continued bike 
path access all the way to Kempsville Rd. Having bike/walking access along this stretch 
of Providence Rd is something that all residents can use. 

In summary this accomplishes multiple objectives: 

1) Provides a direct and easily accessible bike/walking path that can be used by far 
more residents than the proposed .6 mile Violet Banks Trail which empties into the 
middle of a residential neighborhood. 

2) Improves road safety by removing the deep ditches and providing additional shoulder 
area. 

3) Improves drainage and mitigates flooding issues.  
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This would appear to be a more prudent use of taxpayer money and would provide far 
more benefit to the city's residents. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Greene 

_________________________________________________________ 

Good afternoon Mr. Greene, 

Per your communication with Mr. Wilson, attached for your reference is the Transportation 

Alternative (TA) grant application. Please let Mr. Wilson or I know if you have any further 

questions or concerns about the Violet Bank Trail project. 

Respectfully,  

 Greg Howell, P.E.  

Transportation Division  

Public Works/Engineering  

484 Viking Drive, Suite 200  

Virginia Beach, VA 23452  

Main: (757) 385‐4131  

Direct: (757) 385‐8471  

Cell: (703) 856‐4686  

Email: ghowell@vbgov.com   

 

From: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 10:26 AM 

To: Gregory F. Howell <GHowell@vbgov.com> 

Subject: Fwd: Violet Banks Trail Feedback  

 Would you send a copy of the Grant application to the Greens.  

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Kevin Greene <kevingreene1968@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 9:35:17 AM 



Page 44 

To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 

Cc: Celeste Greene <celestegreene1968@gmail.com> 

Subject: Violet Banks Trail Feedback  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Virginia Beach. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Mr. Wilson, 

After reviewing the project details online (per the letter that was mailed to our house), I 
am submitting this email to express some concerns and questions we have regarding 
the Violet Banks Trail project.  We are directly impacted by the proposed trail 
update.  I've attached a picture with our house circled in red for reference.  Here are our 
concerns: 

1) The preliminary plans indicate a 10" wide paved trail.  That is NOT a trail, that's a 
road.  We understand the potential need for improvement to a bike path, but 10 feet can 
accommodate a truck.  Also, on the current trail by our house, there is not 10 feet of real 
estate to support this without significantly encroaching on residents' property.  The bike 
trail does not need to be that wide. There are other bike trails in VA beach and other 
areas that are far less expansive. 

2) There are no details provided on impact to trees or required tree removal.  The trees 
provide habitat, shade, and erosion control.  What is the city doing to minimize impact 
here?  There is most likely going to be ensuing run off and drainage issues.  For a city 
that claims to be an advocate for "green policies", this does not seem to be aligned with 
those initiatives.   

3) Occasionally we have seen some suspect activity and unsavory characters on the 
current trail.  What is the city planning to do from a security standpoint with this 
upgraded trail that will inevitably result in increased traffic?  Will there be a curfew in 
place? (Similar to what is done with the neighborhood parks?)  What measures are the 
city considering to maintain privacy for homes along the proposed trail? 

Please understand, the majority of positive reviews you've received on this are from 
people who are not directly impacted by this project (i.e., their homes are not in close 
proximity to the trail).  All of our neighbors, who live along the trail, are adamantly 
opposed to this project. A more prudent use of taxpayer money would be to upgrade the 
nearby Providence Road section.  This roadside regularly floods with the large drainage 
ditches on both sides. These large ditches also act as a hazard to cars, as evidenced by 
multiple cars which have fallen into them.  Why not use the allocated funding to install 
drainage piping and improvements here, cover and landscape that area, thereby 
effectively expanding the road shoulders. and develop a bike path side walk there.  This 
would provide much needed access all the way to Princess Anne Rd.  This is what we 
really need in this area. Tearing down a bunch of trees, encroaching on citizens' private 
property, and impacting a large natual habitat, just so a few people can ride their bikes, 
is not pragmatic. 
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We are requesting that you, or a designated representative, meet us at our home and 
clearly show us how the plan would impact the area in proximity to our property. From 
the picture below, it appears that you are planning to remove all the trees on both sides 
of the creek.  This is a major concern.  We and our neighbors have many privacy 
concerns with this initiative. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Greene
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I understand that this $2M + project is planned with very little evidence that this trail is one which will 

be used extensively or that is solving an existing problem for more than a handful of city 

residents.  Perhaps to those in the seats of government this amount of money is peanuts, but to the 

hard working, tax paying citizens of Virginia Beach, I assure you this is real money and could be spent 

much more wisely.  I am truly appalled that the city is even considering cutting down dozens of trees 

which shade this trail in the process of spending over $2M to pave this 0.67 mile path.  Please, please—

as a tax payer and fiscal conservative—do not move forward with this project.  Sincerely, 

Marcy Oberndorfer 

3810 Atlantic Avenue  

Virginia Beach, VA  23451 

Marcy Oberndorfer RN, BSN  | Manager Central Intake | Sentara Home Health and Hospice Services   

535 Independence Pkwy,  Suite 100 |  Chesapeake, VA 23320 | Ph 757.553.3057 | Fax 757.510.9306 

|  mkobernd@sentara.com 

 

 

CITY RESPONSE:  Thank you for your response and your interest in this project, your response has been 
recorded.  The City acknowledges your input and will evaluate design options based on the needs of all 
citizens. 
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From: Gregory F. Howell <GHowell@vbgov.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 1:12 PM 
To: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 
Subject: Re: Message from Unknown sender (7574740550) 
  

Jason, 
  
I contacted Mr. Katrin and he wanted to voice his opinion for being against the project based on 
the cost, but he did not want to give his address or email address to submit an official, written 
comment.  
 
Greg Howell, P.E.  

Transportation Division  

Public Works/Engineering  

484 Viking Drive, Suite 200  

Virginia Beach, VA 23452  

Main: (757) 385‐4131  

Direct: (757) 385‐8471  

Cell: (703) 856‐4686  

Email: ghowell@vbgov.com   

 

From: Jason B. Wilson <JWilson@vbgov.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 4:02 PM 
To: Gregory F. Howell <GHowell@vbgov.com> 
Subject: FW: Message from Unknown sender (7574740550)  
  
Would you reach out to this individual. 
  
From: Cisco Unity Connection Messaging System <unityconnection@vbcucpub.vbgov.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 2:13 PM 
To: jwilson@vbcucpub.vbgov.com 
Subject: Message from Unknown sender (7574740550) 
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Appendix C 
 
(Additional Comments provided through Posts to the Bellamy Woods 
Friends & Neighbors Facebook Page) 

   



POST # DATE LAST 
NAME

FIRST 
NAME STREET CITY STATE ZIP FOR? COMMENT

0 5/17/2022 Pero Erica Beck Berrywood Road Virginia Beach VA 23464 [President, Bellamy Woods Civic League.]  Is ANYONE here in favor of paving the 
Violet Bank Trail?  The Civic League was one of the initial supporters of paving the 
trail back in 2000-2010 - and certain individuals have worked tirelessly since then to 
make the paved path a reality.  However, on the last go-round (2022) the City 
received mostly negative comments on their proposal.  I've only seen negative 
commons on our neighborhood FB page regarding the project.  If you are in favor of 
the City's most recent proposal to pave the pathway that leads from Selwood Drive to 
Violet Bank Trail (and then through a neighborhood and across Indian Lakes and 
Providence Rd) to get to the Library, Providence Elementary, Kempsville Middle, 
Kempsville High, or the Kempsville Rec Center, would you please post a comment 
below.  Thank you!!

1 5/17/2022 Rawls Ashley Larkwood Court Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Definitely in favor.  My son likes to bike to friend's houses/rec and that is the only 
option aside from biking down Providence.  A paved path would be awesome.

2 5/17/2022 Barefoot Anita Berrywood Road Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Bartley Barefoot and I are in favor.  Posted a comment on the project site.  Im excited 
for this!

3 5/17/2022 Clarke Crystal Heathcliff Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.  Safer route for the kids to travel via bike out of the neighborhood.

4 5/17/2022 Minter Melissa Brattleboro Arch Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

5 5/17/2022 Wright Dana M. Larkwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

6 5/17/2022 Elliott Chris Berrywood Road Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

7 5/17/2022 Costen Leslie Berrywood Road Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

8 5/17/2022 Taylor Kirsten Eastwind Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes We are in favor!  I'd love a safe way for the kids to gt to the rec and library.
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POST # DATE LAST 
NAME

FIRST 
NAME STREET CITY STATE ZIP FOR? COMMENT

9 5/17/2022 Lettis Carla Birks Lane Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Like

10 5/17/2022 Johnson Jessie SeehaGlen Lochen Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.  I love to walk the trail with the dog, but half the year there is too much 
Poison Ivy to walk there.

11 5/17/2022 Anne Holly Worthington 
Drive

Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes I have called it "poison ivy path" since 1987.  TOTALLY IN FAVOR, AND HAVE BEEN IN 
FAVOR SINCE 1987!  We're totally isolated back here.  We need a connector to the 
rest of Kempsville, and "poison ivy path" doesn't cut it … never has!  Yah!  Let's get 
this DONE!  Yeah!  Get going, would ya?!

12 5/17/2022 Watson Nathan Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Kristin Pulley and I are in favor.

13 5/17/2022 Fiebig Andy Gilling Court Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Pave it

14 5/17/2022 Samulski Brittany SpeCrystalwood 
Court

Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

15 5/17/2022 Samulski Christopher Crystalwood 
Court

Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Absolutely in favor of this

16 5/17/2022 Glenn Meredith Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes My husband and I are in favor.  I wish we could get a sidewalk to connect Selwood the 
other direction to Brenneman Farm, too.  From where we are, it's not at all convenient 
to go through the hood, over the bridge and out Birks.

17 5/17/2022 Glenn John BerkeleSelwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Agreed!!  I strongly encourage all in favor to visit the seekback [sic] page Meredith 
posted above and let the city know we support this project.

18 5/17/2022 Sokolowski John Brattleboro Arch Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Yes definitely in favor.
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POST # DATE LAST 
NAME

FIRST 
NAME STREET CITY STATE ZIP FOR? COMMENT

19 5/17/2022 Cartwright Stacey Flobert Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Absolutely in favor!  Left a comment on the projects website, thanks for sharing.  Yeah 
that was pretty much what I said when it asked what I didn't like about the project … I 
said that it hadn't started yet lol.  After watching the video on the project in the link, I 
think the width is to allow for wheelchair access and passing via foot bike or 
wheelchair.  Only trees in the way will be removed and replaced with new trees that 
accommodate both the path and the drainage.

20 5/17/2022 Lively Craig Berrywood Road Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

21 5/17/2022 White Justin Heathcliff Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

22 5/17/2022 Pedigo Suzanne Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

23 5/17/2022 DeValdes Sue Keatley Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

24 5/17/2022 Bagby Virginia Worthington 
Drive

Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Have needed this IMPROVED SAFE PATH since we moved in 34 yrs ago … IT MUST BE 
DONE BEFORE A TRAGEDY EVENT OCCURS!!  Have also commented on the city's 
website that Walter Camp sent out this morning.  In favor!!!!

25 5/17/2022 Birdwell Robin ParkeBerrywood Road Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

26 5/17/2022 Paulmann Beth Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

27 5/17/2022 Timlin Mohr Meghan AlaWorthington 
Drive

Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes I'm in favor and posted a comment!

28 5/17/2022 Bauman Julie Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.
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POST # DATE LAST 
NAME

FIRST 
NAME STREET CITY STATE ZIP FOR? COMMENT

29 5/17/2022 Crain Jerry Sotheby Court Virginia Beach VA 23464 No Not in favor

30 5/17/2022 Fitzgerald George Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

31 5/17/2022 Waters Cathe Chattingham 
Drive

Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Thanks for the lin.  Bill and I strongly support this improvement.

32 5/17/2022 Lemm Laura JenkinCheverly Court Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Our household is in favor!  I will comment on the project site

33 5/17/2022 Schrader LJ Berrywood Road Virginia Beach VA 23464 Would like a small paved path but not a double path with trees removed!!

34 5/17/2022 Fitzgerald Stella Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor

35 5/17/2022 Foster Douglas Cologne Court Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes I am in favor.  As a kid, I rode my bike all over everywhere, including miles form home, 
but my kids mostly left their bikes unused.  For children, our neighborhood is an 
island; we are locked in by treacherous roads that can neither be crossed safely nor 
used safely by pedestrians and bicycles.  This is a significant harm.  I have ridden the 
Violet Bank path, back when my kids were younger, and always considered it 
unnecessarily treacherous.  To be a safe pedestrian and bike path, it needed a 
redesign.  As for the trees, they always seemed like a double curse in autumn; 
homeowners were left with a lot of leaves (beacuse the city never seemed to provide 
maintenance), and the rest of the leaves was destined to fill our storm drainage and 
reduce its effectiveness.  The most surprising part of the proposal is that the paved 
path plus swales (new vocabulary term for me) will actually provide better drainage 
that the existing gulley.  Drainage is a big issue for this city.  I have sad memories of 
helping to clean out a house that was flooded by hurricane Matthew.  As you may 
recall, that flooding did not include our neighborhood, but streets on the other side 
of Providence Road were impassable.  So I am all for increasing the holding capacity 
and infiltering capacity of our storm water network.  As for the width, I assume it is 
dictated by ADA-related standards which demand enough room for two wheelchairs 
to pass easily.  I have not bothered to verify that assumption, but trying to fight a 
design standard is not my battle.  
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POST # DATE LAST 
NAME

FIRST 
NAME STREET CITY STATE ZIP FOR? COMMENT

36 5/17/2022 Wallace Ashley Clevhamm 
Common Ct

Virginia Beach VA 23456 Yes Like

37 5/17/2022 Kreider Chris Worthington 
Drive

Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Like

38 5/18/2022 Gewet Irene Brattleboro Arch Virginia Beach VA 23464 No A big waste of money.  Too many homeless vets sleeping on the streets.  Getting rid 
of the curve on Providence would better serve the community.  Just my humble 
opinion that I am entitled to.  Not going to argue with anyone.

39 5/18/2022 Wallace Trish Dorchester Lane Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes In favor.

40 5/18/2022 Hayes Adrian Selwood Drive Virginia Beach VA 23464 Yes Hi neighbors -- following up on Erica Beck Pero's post yesterday about the Violet 
Bank Trail.  It looks like a lot of us are in favor of this project.  Our neighbor Walter 
Camp gave me a flyer yesterday with information about posting public comments on 
the city web site.  Those who want to see this project (finally!) start -- please go to the 
city site and register your comments.  We moved into the neighborhood in 2007 and I 
remember being told then that the city was going to create a better biking and 
walking path out of the neighborhood.  Fifteen years later, my kids drive more than 
they bike, but I still want to see this happen!  Click here and enter the "meeting room" 
to comment [link ]. 

Page 5



 

  

 
 
 
 
Appendix D 
 
(Virtual Meeting Room Displays) 

 



Do you feel the information was clearly presented?

What do you like/dislike about this project?

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Are you in favor of this project?    Y / N

Violet Bank Trail
PUBLIC OUTREACH FOR

NAME

ADDRESS

EMAIL

(City Project #100119.007 & #100558)
(UPC #113469)
(Federal Project #TAP-5A03(988))

How did you hear about this meeting?

Please provide us with information you believe will assist in developing the final design of this 
project.



✓

Violet Bank Trail
PUBLIC OUTREACH FOR

Project Description

Project Features

Project Benefits

This proposed project area is located in the southwestern region of the City of Virginia Beach, north 
of Ferrell Parkway and east of Indian Lakes Boulevard beginning at Kittery Drive and connecting to 
Selwood Drive.  Currently the connection between Violet Bank Drive and Selwood Drive is an unpaved 
foot path being used by pedestrians.  The purpose of this project is to improve mobility/connectivity for 
pedestrians and cyclists by constructing a 10-foot wide asphalt shared use path from the southern end of 
Violet Bank Drive to Selwood Drive and a 5-foot concrete sidewalk from Kittery Drive east to the start of 
the proposed shared use path.  This project will comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) design 
guidelines by providing accessible street crossings and path and sidewalk ramps.  

 » Installation of a 10-foot asphalt shared use path along the  
Violet Bank Drive corridor 

 » Installation of a 5-foot concrete sidewalk connecting Kittery Drive to 
the start of the shared use path 

 » Drainage and landscaping improvements along the shared use path

WELCOME!
The City of Virginia Beach welcomes you to this virtual Citizen Information Meeting.  This meeting is being 
held to provide information concerning the proposed construction of a shared use path in the Indian 
Lakes area of Virginia Beach to provide a pedestrian and cyclist connection between Kittery Drive and 
Selwood Drive and to provide opportunity for any person to give the City his or her comments and/or 
suggestions concerning the proposed project after reviewing the project information.  Representatives 
from the City of Virginia Beach are available to discuss the project and answer your questions.  

Improved path connection for pedestrians between Kittery Drive 
and Selwood Drive
Allow for cyclists along the new shared use path
Accessibility along the new route
Improved stormwater collection

April 18, 2022    

✓

(City Project #100119.007 & #100558)
(UPC #113469 )
(Federal Project #TAP-5A03(988))

✓
✓

Right-of-Way Acquisition
Installation of the proposed shared use path will be located within the existing right-of-way.  There are 
areas where temporary construction easements will be required during construction.  



TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please contact the Project Manager  for additional information or any 
questions you might have:

Jason B. Wilson, P.E.       Email:  jwilson@vbgov.com
City of Virginia Beach       Telephone:  (757) 385-8910
Public Works-Engineering      Hours:  8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
484 Viking Drive, Suite 200
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

The City of Virginia Beach is welcoming feedback on this project.

A comment sheet is provided for this meeting.  Your input is encouraged.  

 » Complete the comment card online and submit.
 » Email comments to the Project Manager at the email address below.  Please reference 

“Violet Bank Shared Use Path Hearing Comments” in the subject line.
 » Print the comment card and complete and mail to the address below.

Project History

Anticipated Project Schedule

This project was identified in the City of Virginia Beach’s Bikeways and Trails Plan (a component of the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan) in 2011 as an opportunity location for a shared use path.  In late 2018 a VDOT 
TAP Grant Award was given and authorization to proceed was granted in 2019 for this shared use path 
connection project.  

 » 30% Design Submittal December 2021 
 » Citizen Information Meetings April 2022, September 2022
 » 90% Design Completed May 2022
 » Right-of-Way Acquisition Phase August 2022
 » Plan Approval May 2023
 » Site Acquisition Complete June 2023
 » Construction Phase January 2024 - February 2025

What are your thoughts on the plan?  

Follow this link to the public hearing website:
www.bit.ly/violetbank

Please return comments by May 22, 2022:

 » Design $281,324
 » Site Acquisition $204,340
 » Construction $1,600,000

 TOTAL $2,085,664

Project Budget
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