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OUR COMMUNITY’S

PRIORITIES

es·sen·tial | \ i-ˈsen(t)-shəl

something necessary, of the utmost importance

COMMUNITY ACCESS
Physically, economically, and socially
support community access

The Essential Role of
Parks & Recreation
The global pandemic of 2020 brought
sudden and overwhelming disruption
as well as a new perspective on what
matters most – along with a deeper
understanding of what it means to be
“essential.”

PROTECT THE
ENVIRONMENT
Enable citizens and visitors to enjoy our
outdoor environment

With local activities canceled and
businesses closed due to state-wide
executive orders, residents increasingly
found respite in the physical and
mental health benefits offered by our
park system.

P R O M O T E H E A LT H Y
LIFESTYLES
Enable citizens and visitors to pursue
healthy, active lifestyles and provide
access to recreation facilities

According to Google’s COVID-19
Community Mobility Data, visitor traffic
to Virginia Beach parks was up 16
percent over baseline from March 28
through May 9 – without any scheduled
events and most amenities, including
playgrounds, closed.

ENSURE THE
STEWARDSHIP OF
F U N D S , FA C I L I T I E S ,
AND PUBLIC LANDS
Improve and maintain existing parks,
playgrounds, and recreation centers

Fast forward to the June 19 to July 31
time frame and it was up a whopping
57 percent, as restrictions eased and
playgrounds, basketball courts, dog
parks, skate parks and picnic shelter
rentals reopened.

A MESSAGE FROM

Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation once again successfully achieved all the
requirements for national agency reaccreditation from the National Recreation
and Park Association's (NRPA) Commission for Accreditation of Park and
Recreation Agencies (CAPRA). Initially accredited by CAPRA in 1999 and reaccredited in 2004, 2009, and 2014, VBPR was the first parks and recreation agency
in the state of Virginia and the nineteenth agency in the country to achieve agency
accreditation. CAPRA requires that all accredited agencies be reaccredited every
five years in order to maintain their status and the VBPR is one of only 13 agencies
that have achieved and maintained NRPA agency accreditation for 20 years.

Director

Michael Kirschman

Commission
Chair
Mike Fentress

Residents also increasingly sought
socially distanced recreation on our
waterways, enjoying free access
to boat launches and fishing piers
when we temporarily eliminated
“touch points” associated with taking
payments to protect our staff and the
public.
The data clearly shows that it didn’t
take long for the true essential nature
of our public parks and outdoor spaces
to emerge. The pandemic has given
light to how these spaces are more
than just “nice to have.” They are
critical to our quality of life.

Essential Personnel
If we recognize parks as essential
to our health, so, too, are park
maintenance employees who
arrive early each morning to clean
bathrooms, remove trash, mow grass,
perform repairs and more.
If healthcare workers and firstresponders are essential personnel, so,
too, are Out-of-School Time Program
staff who cared for nearly 100 of their
children when schools unexpectedly
closed, filling a critical need for child
care while implementing an entirely
new set of enhanced safety protocols.
If social contact is essential for
residents with special needs, so, too,
is the virtual programming offered by
Therapeutic Recreation staff who have
been reaching more than 150 young
people in real time, making important
personal connections.
Out of the chaos of a global pandemic
came opportunities to innovate and
reshape how we work to deliver critical
services through our essential role as
part of the fabric of our community.
From free online fitness classes, drivethrough Pre-K graduation ceremonies,
calls and visits to seniors, and special
events revamped for a virtual world,
we seized the moment to find creative
ways to engage with our community,
which has and will always remain, a
core part of our values.
S I N C E R E LY,

Michael & Mike

THERAPEUTIC RECREATION
GOES VIRTUAL
The Inclusion & Therapeutic Recreation (TR) team quickly
adapted to an online format when rec centers shut down. This
began with the launch of a new TR-focused Facebook group
facilitated to provide information and resources to individuals
and families, offer live programming, connect individuals
with special needs and their families and promote awareness
of disabilities, diversity and
acceptance. Created on April
21, the group now reaches
almost 400 participants.
THERAPEUTIC
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R E C R E AT I O N
While using the Facebook
R E G I S T R AT I O N S
group, member emails and
the department web presence
as promotional tools, the Inclusion & TR team began offering
virtual programs on Zoom. Virtual programs range from
focusing on fitness (Fit in Motion, Chair One Fitness), arts
(Arts at Home), social skills (a weekly Social Club) and more.
These programs have been open to children, teens and
adults of all skills and abilities.
Inclusion Specialist Jordan Vaughan created Social Stories
focusing on concepts such as explaining coronavirus to early
childhood age children and/or individuals with autism. These
stories garnered media attention as well as requests from
school systems and organizations across the country asking
for permission to use the materials.

PARK AMBASSADORS TO
REOPEN DOG & SKATE PARKS

LYNNHAVEN BOAT RAMP
During COVID-19, the Lynnhaven Boat Ramp & Beach
Facility experienced an increase of 18.5% compared to
the same time frame from the previous year, averaging
approximately 100 boat launches on weekdays and 200
launches on weekends. In the early days of the pandemic,
the boat launch and parking fees at the facility were waived
to accommodate a need for social distancing. The facility
has since implemented a contactless payment system.

To remain compliant with the governor’s
social distancing and cleaning orders, “park
ambassadors” were deployed when the state
began Phase 1 of reopening. Existing staff
working at facilities that remained closed in
Phase 1 were temporarily relocated to fill this
role and aid in the reopening of skate and dog
parks. The ambassadors performed enhanced
cleaning of shared touchpoints and enforced
capacity limits.

COMMUNITY
ACCESS
SUMMER YOUTH
EMPLOYMENT
PROGRAM (SYEP)
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Y O U T H PA R T I C I PAT E D I N T H E
SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM
IN 2019
C O M B I N E D T H E Y S AV E D

$42,141

NEW DOG PARK AT
SALEM WOODS PARK
Coinciding with the Phase 1 reopenings,
residents gained access to the city’s
newest dog park located at Salem
Woods Park. The 75,000 square-foot dog
park was designed with two-sections to
accommodate large and small dogs.

UNITY WEEK

Parks & Recreation team members created
a movement to actively promote inclusion
and acceptance during a staff-driven “Unity
Week” celebration. Inclusion Services
involved additional staff who generated
unity messages and activities in rec centers,
parks and child care programs. This year,
the movement grew to include colleagues
from Libraries, Cultural Affairs, Virginia
Aquarium, and Human Services, among
others. The week featured coordinated
social media messages, banners (Be the I
in Unity), story times, weaving projects, a
pledge board, international entertainment,
and even a recipe exchange and potlucks
featuring multi-cultural foods and a public
event to culminate the week.

ESSENTIAL WORKERS
CHILDCARE PROGRAM
From mid-April to mid-June, Out-of-School-Time (OST) staff
offered a free child care service to essential city personnel and
Sentara healthcare workers. Department directors provided the
list of essential employees eligible for this program, and Virginia
Beach City Public Schools partnered to provide meal service for
the participants. The program adapted to new health and physical
distancing guidelines that would later model the format for OST’s
summer child care programs. Guidelines included reduced class
sizes, increased sanitation and new sign-in procedures. This service
alleviated hardships for working families impacted by the pandemic.

CAMP 911

4,506

SCHOOL-YEAR
PROGRAM
PA R T I C I PA N T S

4,051

SUMMER CAMP
PA R T I C I PA N T S

Parks & Recreation partnered with Virginia
Beach Fire Department, Emergency
Communications, Emergency Management,
Virginia Beach EMS, Virginia Beach Police
Department and Virginia Beach Sheriff’s
Office to host “Camp 911,” a week-long
program where 30 middle schoolers got
to experience various aspects of each
department and live a “day in the life” of a
public safety officer. Students climbed fire
truck ladders, performed search and rescue,
broke down a door with a SWAT team and
responded to a mock emergency. The goal
was to foster relationships with public safety
personnel and increase future diversity
recruitment in public safety fields. Camp
911 received an innovation award from the
Alliance for Innovation.

38,604

PROTECT IO N O F T H E

ENVIRONMENT

EARTH DAY SOCIAL MEDIA
IMPRESSIONS

13,325
EARTH DAY EMAIL OPENS

5,506

WINTER WILDLIFE FESTIVAL
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS

PAGEVIEWS

645

The 10th Anniversary of the Winter Wildlife Festival welcomed
a record crowd and established a new Wildlife Advocate
Award when it kicked off Friday, Jan. 24, 2020, at Zeider’s
American Theater where national speaker Sharon “Birdchick”
Stiteler regaled nearly 300 guests with tales from her life as
a birder. More than 500 participants enjoyed more than 40
trips, excursions and workshops over the festival weekend.
Nearly 1,500 guests visited the Festival Exhibit Hall at Princess
Anne Recreation Center where they engaged with about 50
exhibitors, walk-up workshops, mascots and live animals. Next
door, Princess Anne Library hosted nature-based children’s
activities.
The Winter Wildlife Festival promotes wildlife and naturerelated recreation unique to our local, state and national
parks and open spaces. It is conducted in collaboration with
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources, Lynnhaven River
Now, Virginia State Parks, Back Bay, Eastern Shore and Mackay
National Wildlife Refuges, Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science
Center, Virginia Beach Audubon Society, and the Virginia
Beach Public Library.

EARTH DAY TRIVIA QUIZZES
COMPLETED

602

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY
DOWNLOADS

Second Place Photo by Martha Crawford
The annual photo contest grows more
competitive each year. This year’s
winner was Guy Babineau.

Virginia Beach Mayor Bobby Dyer
and Parks & Recreation’s Katie Webb
present the Winter Wildlife Festival's
first Wildlife Advocate Award to
longtime Virginian-Pilot nature
correspondent Mary Reid Barrow
and named it in her honor. The award
will honor people who contribute to
making the festival successful and
to Virginia Beach's nature advocacy.
Barrow educated Virginian-Pilot
readers for over 40 years with her
columns on nature, sustainability,
and healthy living and was an early
champion of the festival.

First Place Photo by Red-Jaypee Viar

VIRTUAL
EARTH DAY
When the Mount Trashmore Park event celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of Earth Day was canceled due to COVID-19, the educational and
conservation activities that would have been featured went virtual instead,
reaching far more residents than might have participated onsite. An
exclusive website set up for the occasion featured interactive activities,
virtual tours and videos designed to empower residents to be advocates
for our environment. A social campaign during Earth Week focused each
day on a different component of the observance, culminating in a photo
contest that reached 4,600 users and brought 63 entries. A themed e-mail
newsletter sent users to captivating Virtual Earth Day activities online, and
science instructors with Virginia Beach City Public Schools shared relevant
content with quarantined students for a unique learning experience.
Event partners included the Clean Community Commission and the
Virginia Aquarium.

651
310

TREES PLANTED

AWARDS

M I L E S O F B I K E W AY S , T R A I L S
& WIDE SIDEWALKS

League of American Bicyclists Bicycle Friendly
Community Bronze Status 2019-2023
Parks and Recreation Administration Building
USGBC 2020 Community Leadership Award for
Virginia Environment

HIDDEN TREASURES
When special events in the parks had to be cancelled due to COVID-19, the Park Events,
Programs and Special Use (PEPSU) team found new ways to treat residents to a park
experience without having to leave their homes. The “Hidden Treasures” video series explores
a wide variety of park features to discover -- from turtle and osprey habitats to where park
visitors can find the annual display of mountain laurel and bald cypress trees. Hosted on a
designated outdoors-centric section of the department website, Hidden Treasures videos have
been vastly popular with social media followers and email newsletter subscribers.

NATURE DETECTIVES
Park Events, Programs and Special Use Teams staff brought
“virtual field trips” to children enrolled in child care
programs, with live programming during spring essential
child care programs and pre-recorded sessions for Outof-School Time summer camps. The “Nature Detective”
sessions offered nature-based exploration of our parks
and natural areas. Live field trips allowed children to ask
questions in real time about what they were seeing at
Pleasure House Point, Stumpy Lake, West Neck, and Lake
Lawson/Lake Smith Natural Areas as well as Marshview Park.
The summer sessions offered a pre-recorded news show
format featuring interviews with experts who answered
questions emailed in by the participants. Resource materials,
including related crafts and enrichment activities, were
also part of the programming. Topics included Sea Turtles,
Osprey, Oysters, Insects, Animal Signs and Kid’s Choice:
Creatures of the Night. These nature-based programs
reached more than 500 children and youth.

23,570

LBS. OF TRASH
& DEBRIS COLLECTED IN
A D O P T- A - P R O G R A M S

40th Consecutive National Arbor Day Foundation
Tree City USA Award

2,564,540

PA R K V I S I T O R S I N F Y 1 9 - 2 0

68

%

OF R E SI DE NTS L I VE
WITH I N A 10 MI NUTE
WAL K TO A PAR K

Landscape crews reported to duty as usual during COVID-19, accommodating extra park visitors and
maintaining the only public restrooms that remained open during the shutdown! Crews maintained an
18-day cycle for mowing 168 linear miles.

PROMOTE

6,947

SPORTS LEAGUE
PA R T I C I PA N T S

HEALTHY
LIFESTYLES

38TH ANNUAL TIDEWATER CHAMPIONSHIP
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

5 YEARS OF SOS
Second-graders from Luxford Elementary School
didn’t realize they were coming to an anniversary
celebration when they showed up for their swim
lessons at Williams Farm Recreation Center on
October 9, 2019. It’s where five years earlier, Luxford
students launched the first session of Students on the
Swim (SOS) in 2014.
Leaders across the City of Virginia Beach and Virginia
Beach City Public Schools plus teachers, parents
and aquatics team members celebrated the fifth

anniversary of Students on the Swim, a free two-week
Red Cross-certified learn-to-swim program offered to
Virginia Beach second graders during the school year.
Inspired to launch the program by a near-drowning
experience as a child, Councilwoman Rosemary
Wilson helped grow SOS to reach 27 schools by 2019,
and it was on track to reach 30 schools in FY2019
before the COVID-19 school closures. SOS is funded
with private donations through the Virginia Beach
Parks & Recreation Foundation.

8,562

CHILDREN
LEARNED TO SWIM
WITH SOS

Men’s, Coed and Church teams came out for the 38th Annual
Tidewater Championship Softball Tournament at Princess
Anne Athletic Complex July 20-August 2, 2019. The event
was a showcase for the most competitive adult teams from
throughout South Hampton Roads.

FLAG FOOTBALL
Sports Management added a youth flag football league to its lineup
for fall 2019, another opportunity for youth ages 8-18 to have fun and
learn the fundamentals of the game with limited physical contact.
Sports Management also provides a 7v7 youth passing league and
adult sand football, basketball and softball. In coordination with
local recreation associations, Sports Management also offers youth
volleyball, tackle football, basketball and softball.

FITNESS FINDER
To meet the demand of our group fitness enthusiasts
seeking an easy and convenient way to find our classes,
staff from Fitness & Wellness and Business Systems worked
together to deliver a digital solution by way of FitnessFinder.
As an online fitness schedule launched in July, FitnessFinder
provides users with a customizable search, convenient
access, and real time updates.

ONLINE FITNESS CLASSES
When rec centers closed, group fitness instructors
quickly pivoted to offering live classes through the
Fitness Facebook Group, which saw a 71% increase
in membership from March through June. The
classes, from Yoga to Zumba, proved to be a hit,
with an average of 431 active members engaged in
March — to 1,108 by June 30.

FITNESS FINDER

94,924
31,215

PA G E V I E W S F Y 1 9

USERS FY19

RECREATION CENTER

MEMBERSHIPS
(AFFECTED BY CLOSURE AND
REDUCED CAPACITY RE-OPENING)

1,244,091

R E C R E AT I O N C E N T E R
MEMBERSHIP CARD SCANS
-30.15%

50,637

REOPENING

DURING A PANDEMIC

Community recreation centers may have had to close abruptly on
March 16 due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, but when the
doors initially re-opened on June 22 at Great Neck and Princess
Anne Recreation Centers, it was after weeks of preparation, a
careful phased-in approach and a green light from health officials
who established stringent safety protocols. Two weeks later, the
other five centers opened with a solid plan that followed state
and federal guidelines.
The plan required staff to set up an online registration system to
allow patrons to reserve time slots to enjoy various rec center
activities. As time progressed, more activities and time slots
were added. Instructions on how to use the new online
registration system were communicated to over 30,000
current adult members. Rec center staff also stocked
up on cleaning supplies and performed enhanced
cleaning sanitation protocols.

U N I Q U E R E C R E AT I O N
CENTER MEMBERS
-32.12%

47,086

UNIQUE RESIDENT
R E C R E AT I O N C E N T E R
MEMBERS
-31.9%

I just wanted to reach out and compliment Parks and Rec & the staff
at the Williams Farm Rec Center for such a great job.
While it's frustrating to not be able to access all of the equipment,
the staff has been doing an amazing job at keeping everything
clean and we very much appreciate the opportunity to
exercise in a safe manner.
My daughter has a chronic health condition which
prevents her from exercising outdoors in the
heat, and having access to the rec center has
been a lifesaver. Just wanted to let everyone
know that we appreciate how upbeat and
friendly the staff has been as well.
- Tammie & Kayla Soccio

”

THALIA CREEK GREENWAY
PHASE 2 COMPLETION
VBPR celebrated the completion of
the second phase of the Thalia Creek
Greenway project with a ribbon
cutting ceremony on December
9, 2019. The City was awarded a
grant from VDOT for $640,000 in
June 2012 to construct this phase.
Located in the heart of Town
Center, this section of trail connects
the western limit of phase one
along Thalia Creek to Bonney Road.
A boardwalk and overlook provide
scenic views of the marsh and creek.
The Thalia Creek Greenway is now
three-quarters mile long.

ENSURE THE

STEWARDSHIP

OF FUNDS, FACILITIES, AND PUBLIC LANDS

BAYVILLE FARMS SKATE SPOT
A new skate spot opened up at Bayville Farms Park in mid-February
2020. This pilot project was intended to bring intro-level mini skating
areas to smaller parks for beginning skaters aged 4-7 years old to
help build their comfort level and learn some basic skills. Designed
by American Ramp Company, the Bayville Farms skate spot has
garnered almost 95% positive feedback from the community.

REC CENTER
MODERNIZATION STUDY

CAROLANNE FARMS
KAYAK LAUNCH
The Planning Design & Development team finished
work on a new kayak launch and fishing deck at
Carolanne Farms Park in September 2019. From the
kayak launch, residents can explore the Elizabeth
River all the way to Norfolk!

With an eye on meeting community needs, a
modernization study is being conducted to examine
potential upgrades at Great Neck, Bayside, Princess
Anne and Seatack recreation centers. The goal of the
updates would be to provide equitable programs
and levels of service consistent with the recently
updated centers in Kempsville, Bow Creek and
Williams Farm. Outcomes of the study will include
program analysis, facility condition assessments,
development of facility modernization program
scenarios, development of budget estimates,
conceptual design scenarios, life-cycle cost analysis
and other recommendations as relevant.

VIRTUAL WOOFSTOCK
Though we had to cancel the in-person event, we found
another way to rock out with our furry canine friends and
their owners on the interwebs! Along with mascots Barks
& Rex, we hosted a Facebook Live watch party rocking
out with local band Free for All, who performed tunes
while viewers noshed on the Woofstock pizza and beer
special, courtesy of event partner Wasserhund Brewing
Company. Doggie prize packs from Zoom Room Dog
Training were awarded to our photo contest winners
who posted pics of their pups enjoying a barking good
time during the virtual concert.

CHALK THE WALK
VIRTUAL REC CENTER
DEMOGRAPHICS

37.67%
AGES 65+

28.98%
AGES 45-54

19.38%
AGES 25-34

VIRTUAL REC CENTER
With rec centers closed, programmers set to work on ways to stay
connected with patrons of all ages. While some were able to call
and visit with homebound seniors, others came up with ways to reach
out digitally. The Virtual Rec Center was created to host a variety of
original and borrowed content curated to align with the interests of all
ages, everything from social stories about dealing with COVID-19 for
therapeutic recreation members to original swim safety videos from
Aquatics staff. Other categories include Fitness & Wellness, Children’s
Games & Activities, Teen Lounge, and Family Fun Challenges as well
as links to other local resources like Virginia Beach Public Library and
the Virginia Aquarium. Content was promoted through social media
and e-mail newsletters. Since its launch on May 1, the site has recorded
9,357 pageviews.

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

Sidewalk chalk and driveway artistry blossomed in the early
days of the pandemic shutdown, so to encourage outdoor
family creativity while keeping socially distant, we held a “Chalk
Your Walk” Facebook contest. As one of many social media
contests that engaged the community during the quarantine,
the #ChalkYourWalkVB competition was part of a widespread
movement focused on spreading positivity and inspiration.

BOOGIE WITH BARKS
Barks & Rex escaped their doghouse to host a driveway dance
party and food drive for three area neighborhoods, L&J Gardens,
Hunt Club Forest, and Carolanne Farms/Arrowhead, in June.
Eager to get out and stretch from quarantine life, Virginia Natural
Gas employees helped Parks & Rec staff collect food donations
from driveways and distributed ice cream on a sweltering, hot
day, accompanied by local radio DJ “Some Guy Named Allen”
from US106.1 FM cranking out tunes from his truck-mounted
speakers. More than 1,000 pounds of food was collected for the
Food Bank of Southeastern Virginia who assist local individuals
and families affected by impacts of the global pandemic.

COVID-19
COMMUNICATIONS
After the global pandemic shutdown in March 2019,
Marketing & Resource Development saw its role pivot from
promoting programs and events to communicating the
constantly changing circumstances to residents – and using
its resources to accommodate virtual programming for units
throughout the department.
From the abrupt closings to the phased-in reopenings of
park amenities, child care programs and sports leagues
to virtual activities and events, residents were kept up to
date with an online FAQ, updated website information and
announcements via social media, emails and press releases.
Residents took to social media with questions about when
and how they could access programs and services, resulting
in a significant 48.8% increase in social engagements across
all platforms in the March 1 to June 30, 2020 time period
compared to the previous four months. In this same period,
the total messages received from residents on social
platforms was up 121% and total net audience growth was
up 204%.
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NEW MOVER CAMPAIGN

find your fit
@VIRGINIA BEACH RECREATION CENTERS
R AT E S A S L O W A S
$ 1 4 / M O N T H F O R A D U LT S
AND $39/YEAR FOR CHILDREN

FIT YOUR LIFESTYLE
S W IM | IND OOR POOLS
L IF T | WE IG H T ROOMS
R UN | CARD I O MA C H I N ES
PL AY | GYMN A SI U MS

FIT YOUR BUDGET

ANNUAL & MON TH LY OPTI ON S
AVAIL ABL E

FIT YOUR LOCATION
7 R E C CE N TERS

enjoy one free family day pass to any
VIRGINIA BEACH RECREATION CENTER
V A LI D TH ROU G H D E C E M B E R 3 1 , 2 0 1 9
Call ahead for group fitness & drop-in childcare availability.
This pass is non-extendable. Not redeemable for cash. Staff: use code FAMPASSFALL19

Welcome to the neighborhooD...
now join the COMMUNITY!

Try us out and see how you can become part of the Bow Creek
family. We’re a true community center with programs, activities,
and facilities to keep everyone in your household active and on a
path to a healthy, happy lifestyle. We can’t wait to meet you!

Residents who moved into neighborhoods
within five minutes of Virginia Beach
community recreation centers were welcomed
to the area as part of the “Find Your
Community” postcard campaign. During
spring and fall 2019, campaigns featured
customized postcards that showcased
amenities for the rec center in closest
proximity to the new resident. The microtargeting strategy required a relatively small
outlay ($1,010) and demonstrated 81% in
revenues over cost during a few months
following the mailing. A lifetime customer
value will be measured over time, and new
campaigns will resume when the centers are
fully operational.

515,673

WEBSITE VISITORS

FY18: 86,957
FY19: 98,142
EMAIL SUBSCRIBER COUNT

SOCIAL MEDIA
FO LLO WERS

31,215
4,839
1,531

PARK FINDER
SEARCHES

51,774

PA G E A N D S C R E E N
VIEWS APP AND
DESKTOP VERSIONS

DEPARTMENT

TEAM MEMBERS

458
836

FULL-TIME TEAM MEMBERS

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW
FISCAL YEAR 19-20

PARKS & RECREATION

CITY OPERATING
BUDGET
$ 2 ,0 77, 926, 082

P A R T- T I M E T E A M M E M B E R S

DEPARTMENT

96.6%
3.4%

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

VOLUNTEERS

3,390
84,173
40

ALL OTHER DEPARTMENTS

RECREATION CENTERS

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

VOLUNTEERS

RECREATION CENTER REFERENDUM
GENERAL FUND

ADMINISTRATION

VOLUNTEER HOURS

Distinguished Service: Kari Diop
Best New Program (population over 200,000):
VBe Better Youth Volunteer Camp
Distinguished Volunteer Service:
Cape Henry Collegiate School
Best New Special Event (population over 200,000):
Unity Week

STATE FUNDS FOR
LANDSCAPING ROADWAYS

FUTURE BUILDING & FACILITY
MAINTENANCE

OTHER

PARKS (OTHER THAN
MAINTENANCE)

WHERE IT COMES FROM

OTHER

E S T I M AT E D VA L U E O F
VOLUNTEER TIME

Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation was recognized at
the annual Virginia Recreation and Park Society (VRPS)
awards, winning in four categories:

OPEN SPACE
FUND

DEBT SERVICE

$2,140,519

AWARDS

PARKS & RECREATION
$69,975,769

FEES AND CHARGES

OPEN SPACE

V O L U N T E E R S E Q U I VA L E N T T O
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES

ALL OTHER DEPARTMENTS
$2,007,950,313

WHERE IT GOES
30.5%
18.8%
17.6%
8.7%
7.7%

LANDSCAPE
MANAGEMENT
$21,319,882
RECREATION CENTERS
$13,173,562
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
$12,313,553
OPEN SPACE
$6,091,945
ADMINISTRATION
$5,361,318

6.0%

DEBT SERVICE
$4,221,986

4.6%

FUTURE BUILDING &
FACILITY MAINTENANCE
$3,235,299

3.6%

PARKS (OTHER THAN
MAINTENANCE)
$2,500,018

2.5%

OTHER
$1,758,206

29.5%

FEES AND
CHARGES
$20,612,415

28.5%

RECREATION CENTER
REFERENDUM
$19,937,566

22.5%
8.2%
7.9%
0.2%

GENERAL
FUND
$15,772,028
OPEN SPACE
FUND
$5,716,945
STATE FUNDS FOR
LANDSCAPING ROADWAYS
$5,511,098
OTHER
$111,400

Photo location:
Mount Trashmore Park

Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation
is accredited by CAPRA, the
certifying agency of the National
Recreation and Park Association

