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Thank you for participating 
in the Virginia Beach Public 
Library “Stamped from the 
Beginning” community read 
project. Using Dr. Ibram X. 
Kendi’s influential work on 
the history of racist thought 
in America, we invite you to 
examine the historical and 
modern significance of the 
events and ideas shared in 
“Stamped from the Beginning.”

We suggest you read this book in sections, so that you 
can pause, reflect and make connections to what you have 
learned and experienced in your own life. To enhance your 
reading experience, this journal has been created to capture 
your thoughts.  

We invite you to join us for discussions of this book and the 
ideas it presents in programs in late 2021 and early 2022.

Visit our website for 
information on these events.  

All images in this reading guide 
are courtesy of the Library of 
Congress Prints & Photographs 
Online Catalog, searchable at 
loc.gov/pictures.

Scan with the camera on your mobile 
device for more information on events.



PROLOGUE 

Kendi introduces three terms in the prologue that are 
referenced heavily throughout the book.  

Segregationist ideas presume that some racial groups are 
biologically inferior to white people and, in the words of 
Jefferson Davis, are “stamped from the beginning.” This is the 
most recognizable form of racist thought.  

Assimilationist beliefs ascribe inferiority to specific behaviors 
of racial groups and result in policies that aim to assimilate all 
people to white “ideals.”

Antiracist people believe the systems of oppression are to 
blame for inequity, not the behaviors of people who have 
been oppressed. They oppose all forms of racist thoughts, 
actions and policies. 

For more in-depth discussion of antiracism, check out “How 
to be an Antiracist” by Ibram X. Kendi. 



NOTES



PART 1: COTTON MATHER
1415-1728
Local Events
August 1619, the first African people were traded for supplies 
at Fort Algernourne at Old Point Comfort, now Fort Monroe, 
VA. Letters were removed from an arch spelling “Jefferson 
Davis Park” in Fort Monroe in 2019 ahead of events 
commemorating the 400th anniversary of the first enslaved 
Africans’ arrival in Fort Monroe.

People escaping slavery retreated to the Great Dismal 
Swamp (in North Carolina and Virginia) from the beginning of 
European settlements in Colonial America through the Civil 
War. A bill has been created by U.S. Rep. Donald McEachin to 
designate the swamp a National Heritage Area. 

For more information about this settlement and the 
Underground Railroad in southeastern Virginia, check out 
“Virginia Waterways and the Underground Railroad” by Dr. 
Cassandra Newby-Alexander.

Jefferson Davis Memorial Park



NOTES



PART 2: THOMAS JEFFERSON
1743-1826
Local Events
Freed Black men settled in the area now known as Seatack, 
the oldest African American community in the United States, 
in the late 1700s. 

In the 1790 census, 3,266 enslaved people and free Blacks 
were recorded in Princess Anne County.

According to Census records, Virginia was the state with the 
most enslaved people in every Census from 1790-1860.

The Virginia legislature enacted a registration requirement 
in 1803 for all free “Negro or mulatto.” The Virginia General 
Assembly voted to require Blacks freed after May 1, 1806 to 
leave Virginia after one year.

For more information about slavery in Virginia, view 
the Library of Virginia guide, “Slavery in Virginia: A 
Selected Bibliography.” https://www.lva.virginia.gov/
public/guides/SlaveryInVa.pdf

“Slave Pen” in Alexandria, VA



NOTES



PART 3: WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON
1826-1879
Local Events
In 1831, Nat Turner led a rebellion of enslaved people in 
Southampton, VA that led to a panic among enslavers who 
feared more rebellions. 

Norfolk’s Navy Yard was a key place in the Underground 
Railroad. Enslaved people would be rented to the yard for 
work and would escape via boats at night. Henry Luwey as 
“Blue Beard” bravely helped many people escape to freedom 
while he was enslaved.

Mary Peake held her first class for “contraband” enslaved 
people who were under Union protection at Fort Monroe 
under the Emancipation Oak in 1861, which is still on the 
campus of Hampton University. In 1863, the first reading of 
the Emancipation Proclamation in the South would occur at 
this tree. 

In 1881, Booker T. Washington was accepted as a student 
at Hampton Normal and Agricultural School, now Hampton 
University.

Nat Turner’s Rebellion Mary Peake Statue



NOTES



PART 4: W.E.B. DU BOIS 
1868-1963
Local Events
100 Black men were elected to the 
Virginia House of Delegates in 1869, the highest number 
until 2019. A poll tax was reinstated in 1902; it cost $1.50, 
$45 today, to be able to vote each year and $4.50, over $130 
today, to register to vote. 

In 1908, the community of Seatack started a school for 
Black children at Mt. Olive Baptist Church on Birdneck Road. 
Seatack Elementary School eventually opened in 1952.

Princess Anne County Training School, the first high school 
in Virginia Beach for Black students, was built in 1938 in 
Virginia Beach with funds raised by the Black community.

In 1958, the Virginia Governor closes six Norfolk Public 
Schools to avoid the integration of the “Norfolk 17,” a group 
of Black students who were set to attend school in 1959. The 
students eventually attended school when the Virginia Court 
of Appeals ruled the school closing as unconstitutional and 
received abuse and discrimination for years. 

There was no disorder. Except for a few instances of name-
calling by white students the Negro children suffered no 

discourtesy. -Virginian-Pilot, 2/3/1959

In 1962, the land containing Burton Station neighborhood 
in Princess Anne County was rezoned industrial without 
notification of the residents. Twenty years later it was 
rezoned as a residential neighborhood again. Public utility 
lines were finally run to the neighborhood in 2014. 
 

“ “



NOTES



PART 5: ANGELA DAVIS  
1963-PRESENT 
Local Events
In 1963, with incorporation of the City of Virginia Beach, 
public facilities were integrated, and enforced segregation at 
the Virginia Beach Oceanfront ended.  

In 1964, Congress declared poll taxes unconstitutional for 
federal elections. They were not repealed in Virginia until 
1966 when Evelyn Butts and her attorney Joseph A. Jordan Jr. 
filed a lawsuit. 

Integration of Virginia Beach Public Schools was complete in 
1969. Union Kempsville High School, formerly Princess Anne 
County Training School, held its final graduation in this year. 

In the 1970s, residents of Black neighborhoods put pressure 
on the City to make improvements, like water and sewer, 
that had only been added to newer white neighborhoods. By 
1998, after federal pressure, these improvements were made.

In 1989, Greekfest, an event at the Virginia Beach Oceanfront 
attended by predominantly Black college students and 
alumni, garnered national attention due to clashes between 
attendees, locals and police.  

In 2018, Virginia Beach native Pharrell Williams organized the 
“Something in the Water” music festival to create a positive 
experience with activities for the college students who 
frequent the Oceanfront area during spring break. Williams 
brought in a full slate of music acts, including other notable 
local artists, Missy Elliot and Timbaland. 
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