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Executive Summary
The Human Rights Commission (HRC) serves as an advisory agency to the Virginia
Beach City Council.
The mission of the HRC is to institute, conduct and engage in educational and
informational programs for the promotion of mutual understanding and respect among
all citizens and the fulfillment of human rights.
The Commission’s objectives are to serve as a forum for discussion of human rights
issues, to conduct studies and to propose solutions for the improvement of human
relations in the City.
The HRC also provides assistance to persons who believe their rights have been violated
by identifying the appropriate federal, state or local agency to address the complaint and
referring such persons to that agency.
To achieve this mission, the HRC remains connected and engaged with citizens of
diverse ages, disabilities, ethnicities, genders, races, religious affiliations and sexual
orientations to better understand their needs and concerns.
The Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Report for the Human Rights Commission serves as
testament to the continued commitment of all members of the HRC and staff to
achieve excellence in promoting and advocating for human rights.
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Homelessness
Awareness Week
As the first day of winter and the longest day of the year, Homelessness Memorial Day is
a time to remember those who struggled with homelessness and died in Virginia Beach.
The HRC, in partnership with BEACH Community Partnership and the Department of
Housing and Neighborhood Preservation, hosted the National Homelessness Memorial
Day Candle Light Vigil on Monday, December 21 at 7p.m. at the Lighthouse Center.
Donated food and clothing items such as cotton socks, scarves, hats and gloves were
collected and distributed to people struggling with homelessness. Debbie Maloney, former
Executive Director of the Lighthouse, shared the history of the vigil’s beginnings.
Members of the community, staff and friends read names of the homeless members of
our community who have died in the past ten years.
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Building Bridges

Born out of an HRC Community Conversation, the Pastor’s
Leaders Table has made great strides towards building trust
between the community and the VBPD.
This group is made up of pastors, citizens and community
leaders, as well as VBPD leadership and officers. They have
been
meeting for over two years and have remained at the
table through tense and frank conversations. The VBPD has
been receptive to citizen requests for programs such as mediation, more inclusive recruitment efforts, making changes to the way demographic data is
collected and recorded, as well as making information more available to the public.
The initiatives and relationships born out of these
meetings have strengthened the community and
decreased violent crime in the area. Commissioners
will remain at the table as the group expands their
focus from their four initial goals to identifying new
areas that could be improved.
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Letters to City Council

Letter to City Council highlighting the need for diversity on
the Circuit Court bench and asking Council to carry the
HRC’s concerns to the General Assembly .

Letter to City Council emphasizing the HRC’s continued support
of the Let’s Open Doors program.

Letter to City Council urging them to conduct an
inclusive disparity study for the City of Virginia
Beach.

Letter to City Council in support of the dedication of
Virginia Beach Boulevard in honor of Martin Luther
King Jr.

Letter to City Council in support of the Virginia Beach Police
Department for their acts of services provided everyday, to the
citizens and visitors of Virginia Beach.
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Other Letters and Articles

Through work with Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) Clubs, the
Commission was made aware of concerns surrounding the
Cox High School GSA assembly and sent a letter expressing
their support for Cox’s GSA and all VBCPS GSA Clubs.

As part of their commitment to educate the
community and advocate for the human rights of
all, the HRC co-wrote an editorial piece to
The Virginian Pilot, which highlighted the need for
continuous action in response to hate, prejudice
and injustice.
Letter to Sheriff Stolle in response to his request for a legal
opinion from the City attorney, in regards to the Sheriff ’s
obligation to provide mental health services. The letter also
highlighted the partnership between the HRC and the Sheriff ’s
Department to advocate for inmates with mental health issues
incarcerated in the Virginia Beach jail.

Letter to Dr. Aaron Spence, Superintendent of
VBCPS, requesting a designated VBCPS Liaison to
the HRC.
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23rd Annual Human Rights
Awards Ceremony
On Thursday evening, April 6, more than 180 people gathered at the Virginia Beach
Convention Center for the Human Rights Commission’s 23rd Annual Human Rights
Awards Ceremony. The evening honored
individuals, community groups and
organizations, for meritorious service in the pursuit of cultural diversity and advocacy of
human rights for all. The theme was “Beacons of Light at the Beach.”

This year’s Human Rights Award honorees were: Caritas Felices de Hampton Roads,
Marilyn Castro, Loretta Kahn, Victoria Sachar-Milosevich, NAMI, Virginia Beach, and
Nancy Will.
The Daniel M. Stone Humanitarian Award was awarded to the Virginia Beach Justice
Initiative; the Meyera E. Oberndorf Human Rights Achievement in Government Award
recipient was Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond and the Helen P. Shropshire Human Rights
Youth Award was presented to Teens With A Purpose.
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23rd Annual Human Rights
Awards Ceremony

The Commission was honored to have Youth Poet Laureate, Dayana Z.
Lee, share one of her original works. Regional Director for US Senator
Mark Warner, Drew Lumpkin, and Jaquelyn Murray from Congressman
Scott Taylor's office were in attendance to present the honorees with
letters of congratulations from their respective offices.
Vanessa Torres, Norfolk’s Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI)
Community Outreach Specialist, served as the mistress of
ceremonies.

The guest speaker for the evening was Cathy Lewis, founding
host of “HearSay with Cathy Lewis” on 89.5 WHRV-FM.

Entertainment for the evening was provided by the
Tallwood High School String Quartet.
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VAHR Conference
Human Rights Commissioners, political leaders and
citizens from across Virginia attended the Virginia
Association for Human Rights (VAHR) Annual Meeting
June 2-4, 2017, at the Wyndham Virginia Beach
Oceanfront Hotel. On Saturday, Commissioners Beatriz
Amberman and Rabbi Israel Zoberman served on a panel
to discuss immigration concerns throughout the state. Commissioner Michael Berlucchi
gave a presentation on the issues faced by the LGBTQ community.
The purpose of the VAHR is to provide a medium for the exchange of ideas and
information among the various statutory commissions, councils and agencies. The VAHR’s
goals are to:
 Work to inform the general public and public policy-makers about issues of
concern in the field of human rights
 Encourage and assist in the creation of statutory human rights commissions in
jurisdictions where such bodies do not exist
 Seek to strengthen the state and local commitment to the recognition and
preservation of human rights
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Ancillary Duties
HRC Commissioners toured Mental Health Services at the Virginia Beach jail to do a
“walk through review” of the services and atmosphere. Each Commissioner observed
and provided a verbal report to the Commission after their visit addressing: interaction
of correctional officers with the inmates, living conditions, rehabilitation activities and
programs, as well as any possible signs of discrimination toward the inmate population.
In years past, the HRC has taken the role of observer
during what has traditionally been known as “College
Beach Weekend” or “Week 17” on April 28 -April 30.
This year, several Commissioners experienced first
hand the atmosphere at
the Oceanfront with large crowds, packed roads and
highways and, unfortunately, a few violent outbursts by
visitors and citizens. In lieu of presenting a report to City
Council regarding the Commission’s observances, the HRC
established a joint Oceanfront Work Group with Members of the Resort Area
Commission. The group has met several times since April and has invited other groups
and organizations to join them in order to help define the root causes of issues during
College Beach Week, as well as offer possible solutions.
Members of the HRC also visited the Oceanfront during
Fourth of July, Labor Day, Memorial Day and non-holidays
to monitor services offered by the City; they provided a
verbal report to the Commission after each observance.
13

12

Monthly Meetings
The HRC conducts monthly meetings to discuss
human rights issues facing the community, to
provide updates on the HRC’s initiatives and to
hear from citizens and organizations in the
Community regarding their concerns or efforts
toward advancing human rights.
The Commission strives to remain accessible to the community by holding their
meetings in various public locations throughout the City, including the Municipal
Center, the Meyera E. Oberndorf Central Library and the Joint - Use Library. The HRC
meetings are held on the second Thursday of every month at 4 p.m.

Presentations



July 14, 2016 - Municipal Center, Bldg. 19
Deputy Chief Pat Gallagher, MPO Brian Decker, MPO Ed Donahue and Capt.
Sean Adams shared an incident with the Commission where officers de-escalated a
situation without the use of deadly force.



August 11, 2016 - Joint - Use Library
Karen Jackson spoke to the Commission about the Faith Inclusion Network (FIN),
including her own family’s personal experience. FIN is an interfaith, 501(c)(3)
organization that offers consultations to individuals and faith based organizations
across Hampton Roads, and raises awareness of the special needs community,
specifically inclusion into religious services.
14
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Presentations



September 8, 2016 - Municipal Center, Bldg. 19
Gail Mottola, from Let’s Open Doors, a local 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
that works to remove accessibility barriers in public spaces for citizens, spoke to
the Commission regarding the organization’s mission, origination and legislative
actions.



November 10, 2016 - Municipal Center, Bldg. 19
Robin Gauthier, Executive Director of Samaritan House, Virginia’s largest
emergency housing provider and a domestic violence resource center, spoke
about the non-discrimination / anti-harassment policy changes at Samaritan
House relating to the LGBTQI community.
Andrew Jackson, founding member of the Virginia Beach African American
Leadership Forum, spoke to the Commission regarding the current racial climate
as well as racial diversity in law enforcement in the country and Virginia Beach.
Deputy Chief Gallagher spoke to the Commission regarding VBPD’s efforts
toward community outreach and changing the culture of community policing.



December 8, 2016 - Municipal Center, Bldg. 19
Taylor Adams, the City’s Purchasing Agent for the City of Virginia Beach,
provided an update on the Small, Woman and Minority (SWaM) Procurement
Program.
Bruce Smith, a local real estate developer and investor, spoke to the HRC about
his concerns of racial disparity in business opportunities within the City,
specifically at the Oceanfront.



January 12, 2017 - Meyer E. Oberndorf Library
Patrick McKenna, from the Virginia Beach Justice Initiative (VBJI), presented a
brief overview of the mission of VBJI and how the organization is working in
the Hampton Roads community to educate the public in hopes of stopping all
forms of human trafficking in our area.
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Presentations


January 12, 2017 - Meyer E. Oberndorf Library (continued)
Special Agent Adriana Mirarchi and Victim Assistance Specialist Dede Wallace,
Department of Homeland Security Investigations, provided an informative
briefing about human trafficking focusing on a national perspective and
highlighting the J-1 visa program.



February 9, 2017 - Meyer E. Oberndorf Library
Captain Mike Ronan provided a brief summary of the VBPD’s preparation
efforts for Week 17, also known as “College Beach Weekend.”
Deputy Chief Gallagher provided the Commission with a brief update on the
VBPD Recruitment Expo that was held Saturday, January 28, 2017, at the Law
Enforcement Training Academy (LETA). In particular, the department hoped to
attract female and minority candidates in order to reach the VBPD’s goal of a
creating a police department that is representative of our community.



March 9, 2017 - Municipal Center, Bldg. 19
Lynne Seagle, Executive Director of the Hope House Foundation, shared the
history and mission of her organization. Hope House Foundation is a private
non-profit foundation that provides services for 125 individuals with intellectual
or developmental disabilities.
Chief Cervera provided the Commission with an overview of VBPD’s Use of
Force statistics from 2016.



May 11, 2017 - Meyer E. Oberndorf Library
Chief Dr. LaQuiche Parrott, Virginia Beach City Public Schools Director of
Opportunity & Achievement, updated the Commission on the progress of the
Student Discipline Task Force. The taskforce was created in VBCPS to address
the disproportionate number of suspensions/expulsions given to AfricanAmerican male students versus students in other demographic groups.



June 8, 2017 - Municipal Center, Bldg. 19
Sheriff Ken Stolle spoke to the Commission regarding the Virginia Beach jail,
including recidivism rates, mental health and re-entry program.
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Legislative Agenda Items
The HRC submitted five legislative agenda items to the City Council for consideration
in their legislative agenda:


Expansion of the Virginia Human Rights Act to prohibit discrimination
based on genetics, sexual orientation and gender identity



Significant increases to funding for mental health care services



Support full expansion of Medicaid as provided by the Affordable Care Act



Support legislation that would remove barriers to voter participation and
improve the ability of all Virginia citizens to exercise their fundamental right
to vote



Support legislation that would enable undocumented immigrants who reside
in Virginia, and meet certain qualifications, to apply for temporary or limited
duration driver’s licenses

City Council approved the inclusion of three items in their adopted legislative agenda
as suggested by the HRC. Council included the expansion of the Virginia Human
Rights Act to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity,
but not genetics. The recommendation regarding drivers licenses for undocumented
immigrants was not approved by Council for inclusion into the legislative agenda.

Citizen Advisory Committee
Commissioners attended the VBPD Citizen Advisory Committee
meetings at each of the four precincts. The HRC utilizes this
opportunity to obtain the “pulse” of the community and
discuss potential human rights concerns. The Commissioners
also use these meetings as an opportunity to strengthen existing
community partnerships and form new ones.
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Community Partnerships
VBPD Humanitarian Ribbon: Created and adopted in May
2017, the VBPD Humanitarian Ribbon will be given in
partnership with the Virginia Beach HRC. Awarded to any
member of the Department of Police or any other law enforcement agency for any act
or achievement, as determined by the HRC, to be above that which is normally required
or expected and which materially or conceptually promotes cultural diversity, social
awareness, equal opportunity, and human rights in our community.
The HRC has a strong partnership with the LGBTQ
community and Hampton Roads Pride. Commissioners take
part in activities throughout the year. including: PrideFest; the
LGBTQ- Muslim Allyship forum; the Love is Love: A Celebration of Gay Straight Alliance event at Cox High School;
the Vibe District paint the pavement event; and the LGBT
Town Hall regarding law enforcement rights and safety.

On May 3, 2017, Commissioners Beatriz Amberman and
Teresa Stanley appeared on the WHRO talk show,
Hearsay with Cathy Lewis, to discuss immigration in
Hampton Roads. Commissioner Stanley shared a project,
supported by the HRC and founded by the Hands United Building Bridges (HUBB),
that provides welcoming signs to our community. The signs are in six languages,
Spanish, English, Arabic, Hebrew, French, and Somali and say “No matter where you
are from, we’re glad you’re our neighbor.”
18
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Community Events


















VBCCO Annual Party in the Park
Hampton Roads PrideFest 2017
VCIC Tidewater Humanitarian Awards Dinner
Engage Norfolk Community Forum
Fallen Project Premiere
Eid Prayer and Picnic
State of Our City Event
African American Cultural Center Blessing of the Land Ceremony

Governor’s Latino Advisory Board - Hampton Roads Regional Community Forum
Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations Community Dialogue and Strategy Session
Center for Global Diplomacy screening of the Ava DuVernay film 13th
Beyond Our Walls Health Fair and Community Day
YMCA Eliminating Racism Empowering Women Forum
Hampton Roads Diversity & Inclusion Consortium Conference
Annual Human Rights Campaign Dinner
Opioid Epidemic Presentation and Forum
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Human Rights Inquiries
Local Agency Referrals

One of the objectives of the HRC is to provide assistance to persons who believe their
rights have been violated. The Commission accomplishes this by identifying the
appropriate federal, state or local agency that can address the complaint and by referring
the person to the appropriate agency.
Below is a breakdown of the 20 inquiries the HRC received in the last fiscal year:

Federal
Agency
Referrals
State
Agency
Referrals

Local
Agency
Referrals
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EEOC
US Department of Labor

Better Business Bureau of Virginia
Council on Human Rights
Disability Law Center

Commonwealth Attorney
Housing and Neighborhood Preservation
Human Services
Human Resources
IRP
Legal Aid Society of Eastern Virginia
Professional Standards Office VBSO
VBPD
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Membership History

During this fiscal year, City Council appointed:
Joseph Hyatt (1st Term - Student Commissioner)
Ian Lichacz (1st Term - Student Commissioner)
Rajeeb Islam (2nd Consecutive Term)
Fortunanto “JoJo” Orencia Jr. (1st Consecutive Term)
James Parke (3rd Consecutive Term)
Ronald Taylor (1st Consecutive Term)

At the June 8, 2017, meeting the HRC elected Rajeeb Islam as Chair and Ron
Taylor as Vice-Chair.
Commissioner L.W. “Duff ” Kliewer, Jr. concluded his tenure with the Human Rights
Commission in March 2017, after six years of dedicated service.

HRC Volunteer Hours
Commission members are appointed as volunteers
by City Council to serve on the Virginia Beach
Human Rights Commission. This fiscal year,
members of the HRC volunteered for
approximately 1,160 hours, with an estimated
savings of $28,002.40, in an effort to fulfill their
commitment to advocate for human rights in Virginia Beach.
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Human Rights Commission Members
Beatriz Amberman
Michael Berlucchi
Vivian E. Blaize
Thomasine “Tommie” Cubine
Joseph Hyatt, Student Commissioner
Rajeeb Islam, 2nd Vice-Chair
Ian Lichacz, Student Commissioner
Duff Kliewer
Mary Mathena
Sylvia Nery-Strickland
Fortunanto “JoJo” Orencia Jr.
Jim Parke
William “Cliff” Rice, Chair
Luis Rivera
Teresa Stanley
Ronald Taylor
Frances Knight Thompson
Rabbi Israel Zoberman

City Council Liaisons
Councilmember Bob Dyer
Councilmember Shannon D.S. Kane

HRC Staff Support
Regina Hilliard - Director of Human Resources
Kenneth Chandler - Deputy City Manager
Melissa Bowers - Manager, Employee Relations
Kathy Hinson - HRC Staff Liaison
Shavon Harley - Administrative Assistant, Human Resources

Legal Counsel
Rod Ingram - Deputy City Attorney

Departmental Liaisons
Deputy Chief Patrick Gallagher - Virginia Beach Police Department
Sgt. Lois Thompson - Virginia Beach Sheriff’s Office
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