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APPENDIX C: HMPC MEETINGS 

 
 
This section of the Plan includes the Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee and Public Meeting 
advertisements, minutes, notes, attendance sheets and photographs collected during the process of 
updating this Plan. 

  



 

SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY COMMUNITIES 
PHONE/CORRESPONDENCE LOG 
 
Note:  This log does not include email correspondence as that is documented elsewhere in this appendix.  
It is intended only to show special actions taken to correspond with town staff and elected officials who 
had not responded to emails and whose participation was necessary in the planning process. 
 

Community Date Contact & Correspondence Type Notes 

Courtland 9/24/15 Letter to Mayor Danny Williams 
Letter outlined planning process 
and dates of upcoming meetings 

Newsoms 9/24/15 Letter to Mayor Harvey Porter 
Letter outlined planning process 
and dates of upcoming meetings 

Courtland 7/21/16 
Left message at Town Hall; received 
phone call from Vice Mayor Stan 
Piersa 

Lengthy discussion of planning 
process, current status and need 
for his review.  He had reviewed 
plan and all public input and 
determined that he had no 
comments on the plan. 

Branchville 7/21/16 Left message for Mayor Casper  

Newsoms 7/21/16 Left message with Ruth in Town Hall  

Boykins 7/22/16 Spoke with Pat, Town Clerk. 
She indicated Vice Mayor Beatty 
would return call and/or followup 
the following week. 

Boykins 7/25/16 Spoke with Mayor Edwards. 

He indicated that he has had 
health problems and has not been 
involved.  Indicated Vice Mayor 
Beatty would followup. 

Boykins 9/26/16 
Spoke with Pat, Town Clerk, and then 
called Vice Mayor Linda Beatty 

Outlined planning process.  She 
indicated that she had been 
getting emails and following the 
process and reviewing 
documents.  Requested email 
with the specific pages outlining 
Boykins mitigation actions for their 
review.  Emailed out same day. 

Ivor 9/26/16 Spoke with Jennifer, Town Clerk. 

Outlined planning process.  She 
indicated that she had been 
getting emails and following the 
process and reviewing 
documents.  Requested a hard 
copy of the document be sent to 



 

the Town Hall when it’s ready for 
adoption. 

Capron 9/26/16 
Mayor Nick Kitchen returned 
voicemail. 

Outlined planning process.  They 
will review and adopt it.  Received 
email from Mayor 10/4/16 
indicating no recommendations 
for changes. 

Branchville 9/26/16 
Spoke with Town Clerk, Kayre 
Harrup.   

They had been getting emails and 
were aware of process.  Town 
has a new mayor as of Jan 2016, 
Mayor Jonathan Casper.  Called 
his cell phone and left detailed 
message outlining planning 
process, requesting comments. 

Courtland 9/26/16 
Left message for Vice Mayor Stan 
Piersa 

Requested any additional 
feedback on latest round of public 
comments and told him about 
Feedback Forum. 

Newsoms 9/26/16 

Spoke with Ruth in Town Hall.  She 
provided new Mayor’s cell phone 
number.  Left message with Mayor 
Vanless Whirl and he called back. 

Discussed planning process, 
invited him to Feedback Forum, 
requested his input.  He attended 
Feedback Forum and we 
discussed NFIP participation and 
other drainage issues the town 
has. 

 
 
  
 



Notice of Public Meetings   
Hampton Roads Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

ATTENTION CITIZENS OF:
The Cities of Chesapeake, Franklin, Hampton,  

Newport News, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Poquoson, Suffolk, 
Virginia Beach, and Williamsburg. 

The Counties of Isle of Wight, James City, Southampton, 
and York.

The incorporated Towns of Boykins, Branchville, Capron, 
Courtland, Ivor, Newsoms, Smithfield and Windsor.

Location: Hampton
Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 
Time: 6:30pm
Where: Sandy Bottom Nature Park

1255 Big Bethel Road
Hampton, VA 23666

Location: Smithfield
Date: Monday, March 2, 2015
Time: 6:30pm
Where: The Smithfield Center

220 North Church Street
Smithfield, VA 23430

Location: Norfolk
Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2015
Time: 6:30pm
Where: The Slover Public Library

235 East Plume Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

(for parking validation, you must park in City’s Main Street Garage)

The HRPDC will strive to provide reasonable accommodations and services for persons who require 
special assistance to participate in this public involvement opportunity. Contact Dawn Brantley, Regional 

Inclusive Emergency Planner at (757) 420-8300 for more information.

Share your local knowledge and thoughts on the  
Hampton Roads Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Process at any of 

these convenient meeting locations.

For More Information Visit:  
http://www.hrpdcva.gov/departments/emergency-management/hampton-roads-hazard-mitigation-plan/
 
Or Contact: HRPDC Emergency Management Department (757) 420-8300















Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Public Meeting #1 Minutes 
Thursday, February 26, 2015 at 6:30pm 
Sandy Bottom Park, Hampton, VA 
 
AGENDA 

• Opening Remarks and Introductions 
• Review of Planning Process and Progress 
• Critical and Non-Critical Hazards 
• Next Meetings 
• Discussion and Comment 
• Collection of Questionnaires from Participants 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• MEETING CANCELLED AND FACILITY CLOSED DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER (SNOW STORM) 

INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued 1/30/15, 2/20/15 and 2/25/15 to each of the following individuals, as well as 
previous participants in the Poquoson and Chesapeake plans.  In addition, each primary contact for the 
communities forwarded the message and made additional phone calls to their staff and interested persons.  

• John Sadler, HRPDC 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Dawn Brantley, HRPDC 
• Matt Wall, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation and 

Recreation 
• Joe Turner, HRPDC 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Matt McCullough, FEMA Region III 
• Paulette McWaters, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Michelle Hamor, US Army Corps of 

Engineers, Norfolk 
• Skip Stiles, Wetlands Watch 
• Mary-Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Shannon Hulst, Wetlands Watch 
• Jim Judkins , Suffolk 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight 
• Michael Stallings, Town of Windsor 
• Paul Long, York County 
• Gwen Pointer , Hampton 
• Sara Ruch , Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Pat Dent , Williamsburg 

• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Spence Campbell , Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick , Norfolk 
• Rob Braidwood , Chesapeake 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Mary Moneypenny, Chesapeake 
• Erin Sutton , Virginia Beach 
• George Glazner , Newport News 
• Louis Bott, Newport News 
• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• "William" Saunders, Smithfield 
• Josiah Jendrey, Smithfield 
• Beth Lewis, Southampton County 
• Town of Ivor, Sandy Vick, Mayor 
• Town of Boykins, R.Spier Edwards, Jr., 

Mayor 
• Town of Newsoms, Kenneth Cooke, Mayor 
• Town of Courtland, Danny Williams, Mayor 
• Town of Branchville, Preston Futrell, Mayor 
• Town of Capron, Nick Kitchen, Mayor 
• John Hutcheson, Fort Monroe Authority 
• Suzen Collins, Virginia State Police 
• Tim Davis, Suffolk Planning & Community 

Development 



• Val Calderon, Cox Communications 
• J.R. Vick, Sentara 
• Wayne Whitehurst, Suffolk Planning & 

Community Development 
• Walter Bell, Portsmouth 
• Scott Mills, Suffolk Planning & Community 

Development 
• Eric Nielsen, Suffolk Public Works 
• (James R.) Randy Vick, Sentara Obici 
• Erin Girardi, HRSD 
• Keith Joyner, IVOR 
• Donald Goodwin, Franklin Community 

Development 
• Russ Pace, Franklin 

Public Works 
• Michael Stoneham, 

Franklin Power & Light 

• Mark Carr, Franklin Fire & Rescue 
• Tim Whitt, Franklin Police 
• Jeff Dodson, Franklin Power and Light 
• Steve Watson, Franklin Power and Light 
• Cedric Pollard, Franklin Community 

Development 
• Phil Sherman, Community Development 
• Walter Cobb, Franklin Power & Light 
• Patrick Wilson, Franklin Police Dept 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 





Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Public Meeting #2 Minutes 
Monday, March 2, 2015 at 6:30pm 
The Smithfield Center, Smithfield, VA 
 
AGENDA 

• Opening Remarks and Introductions 
• Review of Planning Process and Progress 
• Critical and Non-Critical Hazards 
• Next Meetings 
• Discussion and Comment 
• Collection of Questionnaires from Participants 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• Public comment:  Smithfield Villas, Gatling Point, Battery Park in danger; Carrsville is isolated; Pagan 
River marsh grasses/wetlands are endangered.  Discussed how shorelines adjust to rising sea levels. 

• Public comment:  Isle of Wight County growth; comprehensive development plan density limitations 
should be honored; mitigation needs to intersect with comprehensive plan 

• Need to examine growth areas & conservation resource area in Isle of Wight County 
• Emergency management is involved in development reviews; need to also involve planning department 
• Public comment regarding natural hazards:  Under tropical storms, we're seeing more Category 1 & 2 

storms -- not 100-year storms but still pretty bad; different communities have different hazards due to 
infrastructure; Suffolk/Isle of Wight face different problems than Virginia Beach due to infrastructure 

• Increased rabies risk needs to be investigated for inclusion 
• For diverse communities, discussed resource allocation.  Discussed capability analysis and how it helps 

identify mitigation actions moving forward. 

INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued 1/30/15, 2/20/15 and 2/25/15 to each of the following individuals, as well as 
previous participants in the Poquoson and Chesapeake plans.  In addition, each primary contact for the 
communities forwarded the message and made additional phone calls to their staff and interested persons.  

• John Sadler, HRPDC 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Dawn Brantley, HRPDC 
• Matt Wall, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation and 

Recreation 
• Joe Turner, HRPDC 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Matt McCullough, FEMA Region III 
• Paulette McWaters, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Michelle Hamor, US Army Corps of 

Engineers, Norfolk 
• Skip Stiles, Wetlands Watch 

• Mary-Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Shannon Hulst, Wetlands Watch 
• Jim Judkins , Suffolk 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight 
• Michael Stallings, Town of Windsor 
• Paul Long, York County 
• Gwen Pointer , Hampton 
• Sara Ruch , Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Pat Dent , Williamsburg 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Spence Campbell , Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick , Norfolk 
• Rob Braidwood , Chesapeake 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 



• Mary Moneypenny, Chesapeake 
• Erin Sutton , Virginia Beach 
• George Glazner , Newport News 
• Louis Bott, Newport News 
• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• "William" Saunders, Smithfield 
• Josiah Jendrey, Smithfield 
• Beth Lewis, Southampton County 
• Town of Ivor, Sandy Vick, Mayor 
• Town of Boykins, R.Spier Edwards, Jr., 

Mayor 
• Town of Newsoms, Kenneth Cooke, Mayor 
• Town of Courtland, Danny Williams, Mayor 
• Town of Branchville, Preston Futrell, Mayor 
• Town of Capron, Nick Kitchen, Mayor 
• John Hutcheson, Fort Monroe Authority 
• Suzen Collins, Virginia State Police 
• Tim Davis, Suffolk Planning & Community 

Development 
• Val Calderon, Cox Communications 
• J.R. Vick, Sentara 
• Wayne Whitehurst, 

Suffolk Planning & 
Community 
Development 

• Walter Bell, Portsmouth 
• Scott Mills, Suffolk Planning & Community 

Development 
• Eric Nielsen, Suffolk Public Works 
• (James R.) Randy Vick, Sentara Obici 
• Erin Girardi, HRSD 
• Keith Joyner, IVOR 
• Donald Goodwin, Franklin Community 

Development 
• Russ Pace, Franklin Public Works 
• Michael Stoneham, Franklin Power & Light 
• Mark Carr, Franklin Fire & Rescue 
• Tim Whitt, Franklin Police 
• Jeff Dodson, Franklin Power and Light 
• Steve Watson, Franklin Power and Light 
• Cedric Pollard, Franklin Community 

Development 
• Phil Sherman, Community Development 
• Walter Cobb, Franklin Power & Light 
• Patrick Wilson, Franklin Police Dept 

 
 
 





ATTENDANCE 
• 21 people were in attendance, including 2 interested members of the public.  Attendance sheet is shown 

below. 
 

 
 



 
 



 

 
 



Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Public Meeting #3 Minutes 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015 at 6:30pm 
Slover Library, Norfolk, VA 
 
AGENDA 

• Opening Remarks and Introductions 
• Review of Planning Process and Progress 
• Critical and Non-Critical Hazards 
• Next Meetings 
• Discussion and Comment 
• Collection of Questionnaires from Participants 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• Public comment:  Hazard & risk assessment should be the same for both natural & man-made risks; 
should include all in mitigation plans. 

• Public comment:  Pandemic flu is not a man-made hazard yet causes more damage than hurricanes & 
kills more people. 

• Public comment:  Consider including oil spills, wastewater treatment failures & pipeline accidents as 
man-made hazards. 

• Public comment:  We can mitigate flu problems & continuity of service should be factored in. 
• Public questions:  pipeline items; dams; public utilities -- above or below ground; landscape design in 

mitigation plans; mandatory flood plain management & elevation standards; status of actions from 
previous plans; use of ham radio operators for emergency situations through FEMA 

• Public comment:  Discussed lessons learned from the Dutch.  HRPDC is working with them & coming up 
with structural suggestions & recommendations; solutions are very expensive; Norfolk's plans are on 
their website (www.norfolk.gov/flooding); website has a wealth of information re: flooding; Norfolk is 
working with the State & Navy to try & deal with flooding issues. 

• Analysis is hard & needs diverse interpretations; values come from sharing between municipalities 
although individual communities can adapt their own interpretations. 

• Discussed where FEMA money is being spent. 

INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued 1/30/15, 2/20/15 and 2/25/15 to each of the following individuals, as well as 
previous participants in the Poquoson and Chesapeake plans.  In addition, each primary contact for the 
communities forwarded the message and made additional phone calls to their staff and interested persons.  

• John Sadler, HRPDC 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Dawn Brantley, HRPDC 
• Matt Wall, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation and 

Recreation 
• Joe Turner, HRPDC 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Matt McCullough, FEMA Region III 

• Paulette McWaters, Va Dept of Emergency 
Management 

• Michelle Hamor, US Army Corps of 
Engineers, Norfolk 

• Skip Stiles, Wetlands Watch 
• Mary-Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Shannon Hulst, Wetlands Watch 
• Jim Judkins , Suffolk 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight 
• Michael Stallings, Town of Windsor 

http://www.norfolk.gov/flooding


• Paul Long, York County 
• Gwen Pointer , Hampton 
• Sara Ruch , Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Pat Dent , Williamsburg 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Spence Campbell , Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick , Norfolk 
• Rob Braidwood , Chesapeake 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Mary Moneypenny, Chesapeake 
• Erin Sutton , Virginia Beach 
• George Glazner , Newport News 
• Louis Bott, Newport News 
• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• "William" Saunders, Smithfield 
• Josiah Jendrey, Smithfield 
• Beth Lewis, Southampton County 
• Town of Ivor, Sandy Vick, Mayor 
• Town of Boykins, R.Spier Edwards, Jr., 

Mayor 
• Town of Newsoms, Kenneth Cooke, Mayor 
• Town of Courtland, Danny Williams, Mayor 
• Town of Branchville, Preston Futrell, Mayor 
• Town of Capron, Nick Kitchen, Mayor 
• John Hutcheson, Fort Monroe Authority 
• Suzen Collins, Virginia 

State Police 

• Tim Davis, Suffolk Planning & Community 
Development 

• Val Calderon, Cox Communications 
• J.R. Vick, Sentara 
• Wayne Whitehurst, Suffolk Planning & 

Community Development 
• Walter Bell, Portsmouth 
• Scott Mills, Suffolk Planning & Community 

Development 
• Eric Nielsen, Suffolk Public Works 
• (James R.) Randy Vick, Sentara Obici 
• Erin Girardi, HRSD 
• Keith Joyner, IVOR 
• Donald Goodwin, Franklin Community 

Development 
• Russ Pace, Franklin Public Works 
• Michael Stoneham, Franklin Power & Light 
• Mark Carr, Franklin Fire & Rescue 
• Tim Whitt, Franklin Police 
• Jeff Dodson, Franklin Power and Light 
• Steve Watson, Franklin Power and Light 
• Cedric Pollard, Franklin Community 

Development 
• Phil Sherman, Community Development 
• Walter Cobb, Franklin Power & Light 
• Patrick Wilson, Franklin Police Dept 

 
 
 





ATTENDANCE 
• 21 people were in attendance, including 2 interested members of the public.  Attendance sheet is shown 

below. 

 
 
 



 





Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Committee Meetings #1, #2, and #3 Minutes 
October 21, 2015  Virginia Beach 
October 22, 2015  Courtland            
October 23, 2015    Williamsburg      
 
 
AGENDA 

• Opening Remarks and Introductions 
• Review of Planning Process and Progress 
• Critical and Non-Critical Hazards 
• Next Meetings 
• Discussion and Comment 

 
MEETING NOTES 
 

• Change the name of Hurricanes to Tropical Systems/Coastal Storms 
• Add Hazardous Materials; consider adding terrorism and radiological threats; delete Biological hazards 

and Pandemic Flu 
• Using building data to refine finished floor elevation in HAZUS may be possible; consultant to investigate 
• Dam inundation hazard to be included under Flooding 
• Discuss impacts of Winter Storms related to economic disruption, school closures, damage to vehicles 

and inoperable businesses 
• Include Coastal Erosion hazard 
 

 
INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued to each of the following individuals.  In addition, each primary contact for the 
communities forwarded the message and made additional phone calls to their staff and interested persons.    
Meetings were also advertised on the HRPDC web site.

• John Sadler, HRPDC 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Matt Wall, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation and 

Recreation 
• Joe Turner, HRPDC 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Matt McCullough, FEMA Region III 
• Michelle Hamor, US Army Corps of 

Engineers, Norfolk 
• Skip Stiles, Wetlands Watch 
• Mary-Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Jim Judkins , Suffolk 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight 
• Michael Stallings, Town of Windsor 
• Paul Long, York County 

• Gwen Pointer , Hampton 
• Sara Ruch , Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Pat Dent , Williamsburg 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Spence Campbell , Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick , Norfolk 
• Rob Braidwood , Chesapeake 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Erin Sutton , Virginia Beach 
• George Glazner , Newport News 
• Louis Bott, Newport News 
• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• William Saunders, Smithfield 
• Beth Lewis, Southampton County 



• Town of Ivor, Sandy Vick, Mayor 
• Town of Boykins, R.Spier Edwards, Jr., 

Mayor 
• Town of Newsoms, Kenneth Cooke, Mayor 
• Town of Courtland, Danny Williams, Mayor 
• Town of Branchville, Preston Futrell, Mayor 

• Town of Capron, Nick Kitchen, Mayor 
• Josh Gillespie, Fort Monroe Authority 
• K. Towner, College of William & Mary 
• R. Nester, City of Williamsburg 

 



 



 



 

 
 

 

























Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Committee Mitigation Workshop #1 Minutes 
November 17, 2015  Portsmouth    
November 18, 2015  Suffolk          
November 19, 2015 Newport News 
 
AGENDA 

• Opening Remarks and Introductions 
• Review of Planning Process and Progress 
• Plan Goals & Objectives 
• Updating Community Capabilities 
• Next Meetings 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• Remove reference to “structure and non-structural mitigation” because actions can be both 
• Focus on sustainability and maintaining government services and return to normalcy post-event 
• Rather than trying to list all of the folks impacted by hazards, just say “the community” 
• Open space isn’t necessarily natural open space, and discussion as to how to reword objective 1.4 

continued on this topic. 
• Simplify goal 2 to express need to inform community about hazard, not using terms like vulnerability – 

can’t increase understanding, but can provide information 
• Highlighting mitigation actions should be in the action plan, not as goal 
• Strengthen and develop partnerships, but don’t name specific organizations 
• Integrate mitigation into daily standards 
• During the meetings, real-time changes were made to the goals and objectives to reflect community 

priorities. 
 

 
INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued to each of the following individuals.  In addition, each primary contact for the 
communities forwarded the message and made additional phone calls to their staff and interested persons. 
Meetings were also advertised on the HRPDC web site. 

• John Sadler, HRPDC 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Matt Wall, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation and 

Recreation 
• Joe Turner, HRPDC 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Matt McCullough, FEMA Region III 
• Michelle Hamor, US Army Corps of 

Engineers, Norfolk 
• Skip Stiles, Wetlands Watch 
• Mary-Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Jim Judkins , Suffolk 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight 

• Michael Stallings, Town of Windsor 
• Paul Long, York County 
• Gwen Pointer , Hampton 
• Sara Ruch , Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Pat Dent , Williamsburg 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Spence Campbell , Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick , Norfolk 
• Rob Braidwood , Chesapeake 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Erin Sutton , Virginia Beach 
• George Glazner , Newport News 
• Louis Bott, Newport News 



• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• William Saunders, Smithfield 
• Beth Lewis, Southampton County 
• Town of Ivor, Sandy Vick, Mayor 
• Town of Boykins, R.Spier Edwards, Jr., 

Mayor 
• Town of Newsoms, Kenneth Cooke, Mayor 

• Town of Courtland, Danny Williams, Mayor 
• Town of Branchville, Preston Futrell, Mayor 
• Town of Capron, Nick Kitchen, Mayor 
• Josh Gillespie, Fort Monroe Authority 
• K. Towner, College of William & Mary 
• R. Nester, City of Williamsburg 

 



 



 



 
 

 

















Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Committee Mitigation Workshop #2 Minutes 
December 9, Chesapeake      
December 10, Franklin          
December 11, York County (Tabb Library)  
 
AGENDA 

• Opening Remarks and Introductions 
• Review of Plan Status 
• Review Existing Mitigation Actions and Update Status 
• Review Consultant’s Recommended Mitigation Actions 
• Review Types of Mitigation Strategies and Discuss Appropriateness of Each 
• Fill Out Mitigation Action Forms for New or Revised Mitigation Actions – STAPLEE evaluation method to 

determine if proposed mitigation actions are socially acceptable, technically feasible, administratively 
possible, politically acceptable, legal, economically sounds, and environmentally sound. 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• Include a hazard component in HR Green – for regional mitigation action 
• Group supports adding collection of sidescan LIDAR data for lowest floor data for flood-prone structures 

regionally 
• Regional multi-hazard tournament proposed and discussed 
• CRS region PPI discussed 
• Group requested until after New Year to submit mitigation actions to consultant 
• Discussion of new dam requirements at state level and new classifications at Federal level 
• Discussion continued at each meeting regarding specific community ideas for mitigation actions or 

review of existing actions and opportunities for revision of existing actions 
 

 
INVITEES 
Email invitations and reminders were issued to each of the following individuals.  In addition, each primary 
contact for the communities forwarded the message and made additional phone calls to their staff and 
interested persons.    Meetings were also advertised on the HRPDC web site.

• John Sadler, HRPDC 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Matt Wall, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation and 

Recreation 
• Joe Turner, HRPDC 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Matt McCullough, FEMA Region III 
• Michelle Hamor, US Army Corps of 

Engineers, Norfolk 
• Skip Stiles, Wetlands Watch 
• Mary-Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Jim Judkins , Suffolk 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight 

• Michael Stallings, Town of Windsor 
• Paul Long, York County 
• Gwen Pointer , Hampton 
• Sara Ruch , Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Pat Dent , Williamsburg 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Spence Campbell , Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick , Norfolk 
• Rob Braidwood , Chesapeake 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Erin Sutton , Virginia Beach 
• George Glazner , Newport News 
• Louis Bott, Newport News 
• Kate Hale, James City County 



• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• William Saunders, Smithfield 
• Beth Lewis, Southampton County 
• Town of Ivor, Sandy Vick, Mayor 
• Town of Boykins, R.Spier Edwards, Jr., 

Mayor 
• Town of Newsoms, Kenneth Cooke, Mayor 

• Town of Courtland, Danny Williams, Mayor 
• Town of Branchville, Preston Futrell, Mayor 
• Town of Capron, Nick Kitchen, Mayor 
• Josh Gillespie, Fort Monroe Authority 
• K. Towner, College of William & Mary 
• R. Nester, City of Williamsburg 
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Notice of Public Meetings   
Hampton Roads Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

ATTENTION CITIZENS OF:

The Cities of Chesapeake, Franklin, Hampton, Newport 
News, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Poquoson, Suffolk, Virginia 

Beach, and Williamsburg. 

The Counties of Isle of Wight, James City, Southampton, 
and York.

The incorporated Towns of Boykins, Branchville, Capron,  
Courtland, Ivor, Newsoms, Smithfield and Windsor.

The HRPDC will strive to provide reasonable accommodations and services 
for persons who require special assistance to participate in this public 

involvement opportunity. Contact John Sadler, HRPDC Emergency Manage-
ment Administrator at (757) 420-8300 for more information.

Share your local knowledge and thoughts on the  
Hampton Roads Hazard Mitigation Plan Update at any 

of these convenient meeting locations.

For More Information or to review the draft 2016 Hampton Roads Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Update, Visit:  
http://www.hrpdcva.gov/departments/emergency-management/hamp-
ton-roads-hazard-mitigation-plan/
 
Or Contact: HRPDC Emergency Management Department (757) 420-8300

Location: Chesapeake
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 
Time: 6:00pm
Where: Hampton Roads Planning  
   District Commission
  Regional Board Room
  723 Woodlake Dr.
  Chesapeake, VA 23320

Location: Isle of Wight County
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2016
Time: 6:00pm
Where: Board of Supervisor’s

Boardroom
County Complex
17130 Monument Cir.
Isle of Wight, VA 23397

Location: Hampton
Date: Thursday, June 9, 2016
Time: 6:00pm
Where: Sandy Bottom Nature Park

1255 Big Bethel Rd.
 Hampton, VA 23666
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Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Public Meeting #4 Minutes 
Tuesday, May 31, 2016 
HRPDC Regional Board Room, Chesapeake, VA at 6pm 
 
OPEN HOUSE FORMAT 
INCLUDED HOSTED STATIONS FOR REVIEWING: 

• Review of Planning Process and Participants 
• Critical and Non-Critical Hazards and the HIRA 
• Plan Goals and Objectives 
• Mitigation Action Plan for Participating Communities 
• Other Plan Elements 
• Collection of Plan Comments and Survey Questionnaires from Participants 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• 2 members of the public attended.   
o One discussed Hazardous Materials Incidents and wanted to know more about the history of 

incidents and the mitigation actions to address them. 
o One discussed plan compliance with Federal regulations and provided opinions on inclusion of 

public commentary in the planning process.  He indicated he would provide additional written 
comments on this and other aspects of the plan during the public comment period. 

INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued 5/19/16 to each of the following individuals.  In addition, each primary contact for 
the communities was asked to forward the message and make additional entrities to their staff and interested 
persons.   They were asked to advertise the public meetings on community or organization web sites and 
provide screen captures of these advertisements for inclusion in the plan.

 
• Erin Sutton, Va Beach 
• Kim Tempesco, Va Beach 
• Erin Crean, Va Beach 
• Susan Marziani, Va Beach 
• Whitney McNamara, Va Beach 
• Franklin Hickman, Va Beach 
• Barbara Garvin, Va Beach 
• Tim Winslow, Chesapeake 
• Kim Finnerty, Chesapeake 
• Meg Pittenger, Portsmouth 
• Ted Garty, Chesapeake 
• Stuart Spatz, Chesapeake NEMAC Citizen 
• Chris Meyer, Va Beach 
• Bob Engle, Va Dept of Health 
• Talmadge Piland, Va Beach 
• Mike Ronan, Va Beach 
• Scott Smith, Norfolk 

• Phill Roehrs, Va Beach 
• Todd Jones, Va Beach 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Robb Braidwood, Chesapeake 
• Brian Russel, Portsmouth 
• Patrick Hughes, Chesapeake 
• David Hartzog, Va Beach 
• Jeff Rodarmel, Va Beach 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Andrea Gayer, HRPDC 
• James Baker, Va Beach 
• Barbara Duke, Va Beach 
• Chris Harvey, Mitre 
• Emily Frye, Mitre 
• Bobby Tajan, Norfolk 
• Chris Blough, Norfolk 
• Karen Shaffer, Chesapeake 



• Ricky Blunt, Southampton Co 
• Deria Binetsky, Branchville 
• Mayor Edwards, Boykins 
• Peggy Cheek, Va Dept of Social Services 
• Hart Council, Southampton County 
• Bob Croak, Southampton Co 
• Michelle Stivers, Va Dept of Social Services 
• Steve Watson, Franklin 
• Preston Futrell, Branchville 
• Stanley Skinner, Suffolk 
• John Cooke, Va Dept of Health 
• Lynette Lowe, Southampton County 
• Brian Spicer, Suffolk 
• Harvey Porter, Newsoms 
• Julien Johnson, Southampton 
• Cindy Darden, American Red Cross 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Mark Bly, Franklin 
• Lin Darden, Franklin 
• Beth Lewis, Franklin/Southampton 
• Ivor Town Hall 
• Mayor Kitchen, Capron 
• Christy Parrish, James City County 
• Charles Kline, Va Dept of Conservation & 

Recreation 
• George Glazner, Newport News 
• Amy Howard, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Matt Westheimer, Williamsburg 
• Jay Bowden, Newport News 
• Gayle Hicks, Hampton 
• Kim Hummel, Isle of Wight County 
• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight County 
• Daniel McBride, Newport News 
• Josiah Jendrey, Smithfield 
• Darryl Cook, James City County 
• Jonathan McBride, Hampton 
• Claiborn Phillips, York Co 
• Fred Gaskins, Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Steve Jones, Chesapeake 
• Michael Stallings, Windsor 
• Jim Dishner, York Co 
• LeeAnn Hartmann, Williamsburg 
• Shelley Winegrad, Bayport Credit Union 
• Karen Stone, Colonial Williamsburg 
• Pat Dent, Williamsburg 
• Sara Ruch, Hampton 

• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• John Young, Poquoson 
• Michelle Hamor, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers 
• Carolyn Murphy, Williamsburg 
• Dan Clayton, Williamsburg 
• Tom Coghill, James City County 
• Steve  Kopczynski, York Co 
• Kent Henkel, York Co 
• Al Maddalena, York Co 
• Daniel McCormick, Hampton 
• B.K. Russell, Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick, Norfolk 
• Josh Gillespie, Fort Monroe Authority 
• Kenton Towner, William & Mary 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation & 

Recreation 
• Shep Moon, Va Dept of Environmental 

Quality 
• Steve Shapiro, Hampton 
• Mary Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Bill Sammler, NOAA 
• Christine Tombleson, VIMS 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Steven Pyle, City of Norfolk 
 



 
 
 
 



 



Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Public Meeting #5 Minutes 
Thursday, June 2, 2016 
Board of Supervisor’s Boardroom, Isle of Wight, VA at 6pm 
 
OPEN HOUSE FORMAT 
INCLUDED HOSTED STATIONS FOR REVIEWING: 

• Review of Planning Process and Participants 
• Critical and Non-Critical Hazards and the HIRA 
• Plan Goals and Objectives 
• Mitigation Action Plan for Participating Communities 
• Other Plan Elements 
• Collection of Plan Comments and Survey Questionnaires from Participants 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• 1 stakeholder attended from the American Red Cross 

INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued 5/19/16 to each of the following individuals.  In addition, each primary contact for 
the communities was asked to forward the message and make additional entrities to their staff and interested 
persons.   They were asked to advertise the public meetings on community or organization web sites and 
provide screen captures of these advertisements for inclusion in the plan.

 
• Erin Sutton, Va Beach 
• Kim Tempesco, Va Beach 
• Erin Crean, Va Beach 
• Susan Marziani, Va Beach 
• Whitney McNamara, Va Beach 
• Franklin Hickman, Va Beach 
• Barbara Garvin, Va Beach 
• Tim Winslow, Chesapeake 
• Kim Finnerty, Chesapeake 
• Meg Pittenger, Portsmouth 
• Ted Garty, Chesapeake 
• Stuart Spatz, Chesapeake NEMAC Citizen 
• Chris Meyer, Va Beach 
• Bob Engle, Va Dept of Health 
• Talmadge Piland, Va Beach 
• Mike Ronan, Va Beach 
• Scott Smith, Norfolk 
• Phill Roehrs, Va Beach 
• Todd Jones, Va Beach 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Robb Braidwood, Chesapeake 

• Brian Russel, Portsmouth 
• Patrick Hughes, Chesapeake 
• David Hartzog, Va Beach 
• Jeff Rodarmel, Va Beach 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Andrea Gayer, HRPDC 
• James Baker, Va Beach 
• Barbara Duke, Va Beach 
• Chris Harvey, Mitre 
• Emily Frye, Mitre 
• Bobby Tajan, Norfolk 
• Chris Blough, Norfolk 
• Karen Shaffer, Chesapeake 
• Ricky Blunt, Southampton Co 
• Deria Binetsky, Branchville 
• Mayor Edwards, Boykins 
• Peggy Cheek, Va Dept of Social Services 
• Hart Council, Southampton County 
• Bob Croak, Southampton Co 
• Michelle Stivers, Va Dept of Social Services 
• Steve Watson, Franklin 
• Preston Futrell, Branchville 



• Stanley Skinner, Suffolk 
• John Cooke, Va Dept of Health 
• Lynette Lowe, Southampton County 
• Brian Spicer, Suffolk 
• Harvey Porter, Newsoms 
• Julien Johnson, Southampton 
• Cindy Darden, American Red Cross 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Mark Bly, Franklin 
• Lin Darden, Franklin 
• Beth Lewis, Franklin/Southampton 
• Ivor Town Hall 
• Mayor Kitchen, Capron 
• Christy Parrish, James City County 
• Charles Kline, Va Dept of Conservation & 

Recreation 
• George Glazner, Newport News 
• Amy Howard, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Matt Westheimer, Williamsburg 
• Jay Bowden, Newport News 
• Gayle Hicks, Hampton 
• Kim Hummel, Isle of Wight County 
• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight County 
• Daniel McBride, Newport News 
• Josiah Jendrey, Smithfield 
• Darryl Cook, James City County 
• Jonathan McBride, Hampton 
• Claiborn Phillips, York Co 
• Fred Gaskins, Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Steve Jones, Chesapeake 
• Michael Stallings, Windsor 
• Jim Dishner, York Co 
• LeeAnn Hartmann, Williamsburg 
• Shelley Winegrad, Bayport Credit Union 
• Karen Stone, Colonial Williamsburg 
• Pat Dent, Williamsburg 
• Sara Ruch, Hampton 
• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• John Young, Poquoson 
• Michelle Hamor, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers 
• Carolyn Murphy, Williamsburg 
• Dan Clayton, Williamsburg 
• Tom Coghill, James City County 
• Steve  Kopczynski, York Co 
• Kent Henkel, York Co 

• Al Maddalena, York Co 
• Daniel McCormick, Hampton 
• B.K. Russell, Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick, Norfolk 
• Josh Gillespie, Fort Monroe Authority 
• Kenton Towner, William & Mary 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation & 

Recreation 
• Shep Moon, Va Dept of Environmental 

Quality 
• Steve Shapiro, Hampton 
• Mary Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Bill Sammler, NOAA 
• Christine Tombleson, VIMS 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Steven Pyle, City of Norfolk 
 



 
 
 
 



 



Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Public Meeting #6 Minutes 
Thursday, June 9, 2016 
Sandy Bottom Nature Park, Hampton, VA at 6pm 
 
OPEN HOUSE FORMAT 
INCLUDED HOSTED STATIONS FOR REVIEWING: 

• Review of Planning Process and Participants 
• Critical and Non-Critical Hazards and the HIRA 
• Plan Goals and Objectives 
• Mitigation Action Plan for Participating Communities 
• Other Plan Elements 
• Collection of Plan Comments and Survey Questionnaires from Participants 

 
MEETING NOTES 

• 1 citizen attended and complimented the plan components and appearance. 

INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued 5/19/16 to each of the following individuals.  In addition, each primary contact for 
the communities was asked to forward the message and make additional entrities to their staff and interested 
persons.   They were asked to advertise the public meetings on community or organization web sites and 
provide screen captures of these advertisements for inclusion in the plan.

 
• Erin Sutton, Va Beach 
• Kim Tempesco, Va Beach 
• Erin Crean, Va Beach 
• Susan Marziani, Va Beach 
• Whitney McNamara, Va Beach 
• Franklin Hickman, Va Beach 
• Barbara Garvin, Va Beach 
• Tim Winslow, Chesapeake 
• Kim Finnerty, Chesapeake 
• Meg Pittenger, Portsmouth 
• Ted Garty, Chesapeake 
• Stuart Spatz, Chesapeake NEMAC Citizen 
• Chris Meyer, Va Beach 
• Bob Engle, Va Dept of Health 
• Talmadge Piland, Va Beach 
• Mike Ronan, Va Beach 
• Scott Smith, Norfolk 
• Phill Roehrs, Va Beach 
• Todd Jones, Va Beach 
• Martha Burns, Chesapeake 
• Robb Braidwood, Chesapeake 

• Brian Russel, Portsmouth 
• Patrick Hughes, Chesapeake 
• David Hartzog, Va Beach 
• Jeff Rodarmel, Va Beach 
• Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
• Andrea Gayer, HRPDC 
• James Baker, Va Beach 
• Barbara Duke, Va Beach 
• Chris Harvey, Mitre 
• Emily Frye, Mitre 
• Bobby Tajan, Norfolk 
• Chris Blough, Norfolk 
• Karen Shaffer, Chesapeake 
• Ricky Blunt, Southampton Co 
• Deria Binetsky, Branchville 
• Mayor Edwards, Boykins 
• Peggy Cheek, Va Dept of Social Services 
• Hart Council, Southampton County 
• Bob Croak, Southampton Co 
• Michelle Stivers, Va Dept of Social Services 
• Steve Watson, Franklin 
• Preston Futrell, Branchville 



• Stanley Skinner, Suffolk 
• John Cooke, Va Dept of Health 
• Lynette Lowe, Southampton County 
• Brian Spicer, Suffolk 
• Harvey Porter, Newsoms 
• Julien Johnson, Southampton 
• Cindy Darden, American Red Cross 
• Vince Holt, Franklin 
• Mark Bly, Franklin 
• Lin Darden, Franklin 
• Beth Lewis, Franklin/Southampton 
• Ivor Town Hall 
• Mayor Kitchen, Capron 
• Christy Parrish, James City County 
• Charles Kline, Va Dept of Conservation & 

Recreation 
• George Glazner, Newport News 
• Amy Howard, Va Dept of Emergency 

Management 
• Matt Westheimer, Williamsburg 
• Jay Bowden, Newport News 
• Gayle Hicks, Hampton 
• Kim Hummel, Isle of Wight County 
• Kate Hale, James City County 
• Andrea Clontz, Isle of Wight County 
• Daniel McBride, Newport News 
• Josiah Jendrey, Smithfield 
• Darryl Cook, James City County 
• Jonathan McBride, Hampton 
• Claiborn Phillips, York Co 
• Fred Gaskins, Hampton 
• Hui-Shan Walker, Hampton 
• Steve Jones, Chesapeake 
• Michael Stallings, Windsor 
• Jim Dishner, York Co 
• LeeAnn Hartmann, Williamsburg 
• Shelley Winegrad, Bayport Credit Union 
• Karen Stone, Colonial Williamsburg 
• Pat Dent, Williamsburg 
• Sara Ruch, Hampton 
• Michael Bryant, Poquoson 
• John Young, Poquoson 
• Michelle Hamor, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers 
• Carolyn Murphy, Williamsburg 
• Dan Clayton, Williamsburg 
• Tom Coghill, James City County 
• Steve  Kopczynski, York Co 
• Kent Henkel, York Co 

• Al Maddalena, York Co 
• Daniel McCormick, Hampton 
• B.K. Russell, Portsmouth 
• Jim Redick, Norfolk 
• Josh Gillespie, Fort Monroe Authority 
• Kenton Towner, William & Mary 
• Charley Banks, Va Dept of Conservation & 

Recreation 
• Shep Moon, Va Dept of Environmental 

Quality 
• Steve Shapiro, Hampton 
• Mary Carson Stiff, Wetlands Watch 
• Bill Sammler, NOAA 
• Christine Tombleson, VIMS 
• Sara Kidd, HRPDC 
• Steven Pyle, City of Norfolk 
 



 
 
 
 





 



Hampton Roads 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Advertisement of Public Participation Survey & Posted August Draft of Plan 
for Review 
July 28 – August 17, 2016 
 
SUGGESTED LANGUAGE: 

Now through August 17, 2016 

GET INVOLVED:  Your community is currently engaged in a planning process to become less vulnerable to 
natural disasters and manmade hazards, and your participation is important to us.  Hampton Roads 
communities are jointly updating their Hazard Mitigation Plans and combining the documents, which were 
adopted between 2011 and early 2015.  The purpose of these plans is to identify and assess each 
community’s hazard risks (such as floods, hurricanes, and winter storms), and determine how to best 
minimize or manage those risks.  This survey questionnaire provides an opportunity for you to share your 
opinions and participate in the ongoing mitigation planning process taking place in Hampton Roads 
communities.  The information you provide will help us better understand your hazard concerns and may 
lead to mitigation activities that help lessen the impact of future hazard events.   

 Please take the survey now at:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JJGYBP3 

 Additional opportunities to review the draft plan and provide written feedback, or to attend a Public Meeting, 
are forthcoming.  Stay tuned for additional information. 

Now through August 17, 2016 

GET INVOLVED:  Your community is currently engaged in a planning process to become less vulnerable to 
natural disasters and manmade hazards, and your participation is important to us.  Hampton Roads 
communities are jointly updating their Hazard Mitigation Plans and combining the documents, which were 
adopted between 2011 and early 2015.  The purpose of these plans is to identify and assess each 
community’s hazard risks (such as floods, hurricanes, and winter storms), and determine how to best 
minimize or manage those risks.   

There are now 2 ways in which you can provide feedback to the Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee: 

1.       TAKE OUR SURVEY.  The survey questionnaire (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JJGYBP3) 
provides an opportunity for Hampton Roads residents to share opinions and participate in the 
ongoing mitigation planning process taking place with Hampton Roads communities.  The 
information provided will help us better understand hazard concerns and may lead to mitigation 
activities that help lessen the impact of future hazard events.    

2.       REVIEW THE DRAFT PLAN.  The August 2016 working draft of the Hampton Roads Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Update is posted at http://www.hrpdcva.gov/departments/emergency-
management/hampton-roads-hazard-mitigation-plan/ for your review.  Please provide comments or 
questions to John Sadler who may be reached by email at jsadler@hrpdcva.gov or by phone at 
(757)420-8300.  Please be as specific as possible in your comments and provide page numbers or 
section numbers pertinent to your remarks. 

An additional opportunity to attend a public forum is forthcoming.  Stay tuned for additional information. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JJGYBP3
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JJGYBP3
http://www.hrpdcva.gov/departments/emergency-management/hampton-roads-hazard-mitigation-plan/
http://www.hrpdcva.gov/departments/emergency-management/hampton-roads-hazard-mitigation-plan/
mailto:jsadler@hrpdcva.gov


 
REGIONAL 

• The Virginian-Pilot wrote an editorial on the feedback process 8/15/16.  Text follows: 

Virginian-Pilot editorial: Mitigating Hampton Roads' many hazards 
While it’s nearly impossible to prevent a natural disaster, adopting precautions in preparation can drastically 
reduce the loss of life and property. 
For Hampton Roads, such planning is essential. The area’s growing population, along with its unique geography, 
means more people are at risk with each passing year. 
The region faces the constant threat of flooding and tropical storms, problems made worse by a changing climate, 
rising sea levels and land subsidence. Other natural disasters — tornadoes, earthquakes, wildfires and crippling 
winter storms — have all occurred in the past decade. 
In order to be eligible for certain public funds, the federal government requires that localities prepare and 
regularly update so-called “hazard mitigation” plans. It can be a tedious undertaking, but it is also a process with 
real value. 
These plans help provide an unvarnished assessment of vulnerabilities and the steps taken to minimize risk. It 
forces communities to take the long view on planning decisions as well, and to keep emergency assessment in the 
forefront of their thinking. 
Last year, communities across Hampton Roads decided to alter their approach to this mandate by joining to craft 
a regionwide mitigation plan. This is not an entirely new idea; the 2011 updated mitigation plan for the Southside 
involved the cities of Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk and Isle of Wight County. 
But this effort is greater in scope and includes participation from 10 cities, eight towns and four counties — 
focused on a region stretching from Gloucester County in the north to the North Carolina border in the south, and 
from Southampton County in the west to Virginia Beach in the east. 
Officials from each jurisdiction participated in the expansive effort, and the public was invited to contribute at 
every step. 
The draft document is now ready for review and comment. Citizens are certainly encouraged to examine the 
nearly 500-page plan, but it is essential reading for every public official and anyone who works in emergency 
planning or response. 
It echoes many of the local mitigation plans that have been previously written and were in need of updating. The 
draft proposal specifies the specific challenges unique to each community but also includes areas of shared 
concern, where partnerships and cooperation make natural sense. 
While that may seem a straightforward approach for a place like Hampton Roads, trying to facilitate this type of 
multijurisdictional collaboration is often an exercise in frustration. So it is worth cheering when communities join 
to find regional solutions to shared public concerns. 
The process is still in its draft stage, and there are two ways citizens can participate in the process. 
The first is by taking an online survey, which can be found at the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
website (www.hrpdcva.gov). It requires only a few minutes and asks residents to provide input about their 
community and neighborhood concerns, to ensure observations at the ground level are reflected in the plan. 
The other is by reading the draft, which is also available at the HRPDC website or through most regional 
emergency planning websites, and providing comments on its proposals. The HRPDC asks that input be directed 
to John Sadler, emergency management administrator, by email at jsadler@hrpdcva.gov or by phone at 757-420-
8300. 
There will be other opportunities for the public to weigh in; this is by no means the final step in the process. 
However, this year’s approach is especially ambitious and would be served by citizens’ involvement. 
 
HAMPTON 

• Message posted to web site and sent out news alert through the City’s listserv “City News” 7/28/16  
“Newsflash What do you think Hampton should do to mitigate the risks of hazards such 
as flooding?” 

Take the survey on disaster vulnerability 
Hampton is engaged in a planning process to become less vulnerable to natural disasters and 
man-made hazards, and we need your participation. Hampton Roads communities are jointly 
updating their Hazard Mitigation Plans and combining the documents. An ongoing survey 
questionnaire provides an opportunity for you to share your opinions and participate in the planning 
process. The information you provide will help us better understand your hazard concerns and may 
lead to mitigation activities that help lessen the impact of future hazard events. Please take the 
survey by Aug. 17. There will be additional opportunities to review the draft plan and provide written 

mailto:jsadler@hrpdcva.gov
http://hampton.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=180fc1981e9bb25c587d3e48d&id=795c021c3a&e=e8a0a49d30
http://hampton.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=180fc1981e9bb25c587d3e48d&id=795c021c3a&e=e8a0a49d30


feedback, or to attend a public meeting. 
 

• Fort Monroe Authority posted it on their web site 7/28/16 
 
NEWPORT NEWS 

• Sent information out in city newsletter 8/1/16.  Newsletter reaches approximately 70,000 subscribers. 
• Newport News Now article 
• Twitter - will be repeated  2 weeks 
• Facebook - will be repeated  2 weeks 
• Highlight on website 
• Coverage on WAVY and WTKR.  They ran it as a regional story. 

 
POQUOSON 

• City Manager’s office notified and they sent out notice through web site and social media outlets and 
their PPI Committee 7/28/16 

 
WILLIAMSBURG 

• City posted original survey item on website and sent out enotify to 700+ subscribers. 
• City posted second announcement on survey and draft plan on website and sent out enotify to 700+ 

subscribers 
• City posted second announcement on City’s Facebook page with link to news story on City’s website 

providing the links to survey and draft plan. 
• City requested an email be sent to the Williamsburg Neighborhood Council. 8/5/16 
• City requested EDA send an email to the business community. Sent out 459 emails to Mailchamp 

business list and autoposted to the YesWilliamsburg Facebook page. 8/5/16 
• City sent email to members of LEPC and partners at William & Mary and Colonial Williamsburg. 8/8/16 

 
JAMES CITY COUNTY 

• Sent message on County’s Civic Plus New Newsflash Get Involved in the Hampton Roads Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Update 7/29/16.  Note:  James City County’s new approach to outreach and website 
management is through Civic Plus.  When they issue a press release, it automatically is posted on the 
County’s website, sent to social media, and forwarded to the large number of citizens who have 
registered to receive County updates and press releases.  As a result of this new system, County no 
longer issues to lists.  Most employees, citizens groups, boards, businesses, homeowner groups, and 
other interested parties are well represented on the press release distribution.  

• Reminder sent out 8/4/16 – “Have You Taken the Survey?” 
• The Williamsburg Yorktown Daily picked up the news and wrote an article 9/8/16 

http://wydaily.com/2016/08/03/local-news-jcc-seeks-public-opinion-in-disaster-planning/. 

http://wydaily.com/2016/08/03/local-news-jcc-seeks-public-opinion-in-disaster-planning/


 
 
 
PORTSMOUTH 

• Posted to the City’s social media pages and City’s web site 7/28/16 
 
SUFFOLK 

• Posted the link to the City News portion on the City’s homepage.  8/4/16 
• Posted this information to the City’s Facebook page.  8/4/16 
• Provided information to all City employees via email, and have also notified members of Suffolk City 

Council in the event they would like to also share with their constituents. 8/4/16 



 
 
CHESAPEAKE 
• Link to the survey, with appropriate language modeled on the recommended, was been posted on the 

City website (CityOfChesapeake.net) in the “Spotlight” section. Link remained active until 16-August, to 
correspond with the survey dates. 

• Additionally, this topic was promoted on the City’s Facebook page (7/28), with a reach of about 1,700 
and 11 shares. We do not anticipate those numbers to climb significantly.   

• A similar message was delivered (7/28) via the City’s Twitter account. 



VIRGINIA BEACH 
• The content for the survey was added to website as a headline on landing page, VBgov.com, as well as a 

page under Emergency Preparedness. https://www.vbgov.com/residents/emergency-
preparedness/Pages/hazard-mitigation-plan-survey.aspx - 7/29/16 

• Shared the information in weekly City Manager’s Update that went out 7/29/16; in our bi-monthly e-
newsletter, City Page; with our Emergency Preparedness Committee and on social media. 7/29/16 

• Twitter, Facebook and page above updated on 8/4/16 to include information on reviewing the hazard 
mitigation plan and the link. 

• Southside Daily ran article 8/8/16 on opportunities to take survey and review draft  
http://southsidedaily.com/2016/08/04/city-asking-residents-how-to-save-lives-property-during-floods/  

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.vbgov.com/residents/emergency-preparedness/Pages/hazard-mitigation-plan-survey.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/residents/emergency-preparedness/Pages/hazard-mitigation-plan-survey.aspx
http://southsidedaily.com/2016/08/04/city-asking-residents-how-to-save-lives-property-during-floods/


 
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY 
 

• Posted information on survey on county web page 8/1/16 
• Posted information on survey on Facebook 8/1/16 
• Updated the County’s web page and passed info requesting review of the plan to the social media 

coordinator 8/5/16.  Information removed August 17, 2016.  Updated Facebook post on 8/5/16. 

 

 




