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2,875 JOBS

Cultural Affairs worked hand in hand with the City’s Communications Office to
help develop strategies to honor and remember victims of the 5/31 tragedy on
the one year anniversary.

FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE) JOBS

In early 2020, Cultural Affairs partnered with the Sandler Center for the Performing
Arts to bring the Brooklyn Manilla Project (pictured), Jon Batiste and Arturo O’Farill
and his Afro Latin Jazz band to Virginia Beach audiences. The events were part of the
“Great Performance Series.” (Photo courtesy Jeff Moore Photography)

$3,739,000

IN REVENUE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT

$3,285,000

IN REVENUE TO STATE GOVERNMENT

AVERAGE EVENT-RELATED SPENDING
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$31.10

(EXCLUDING THE COST OF ADMISSION)

$38.12

$27.02
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attendees

nonresident
attendees

CULTURAL

TOURISTS

SPEND
MORE!

Hive Public Space and local artist Navid Rahman collaborated on the City of Virginia Beach’s latest public art placemaking masterpiece. The two part installation, located
at the corner of 17th Street and Pacifc Avenue, is a tribute to Virginia Beach’s surfing culture. The sculpture, called “Barreled,” was designed by Hive Public Space and uses
galvanized steel tubes to simulate the feeling of surfing through an ocean wave. The mural, called “Broken Current,” was created by local artist Navid Rahman, and illustrates
the raw power of ocean tides.
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Cultural Affairs partnered with local arts organizations and
museums for a food drive to support arts and entertainment
workers who’d lost work due to the pandemic. Over 40 40 lb. boxes
were collected in the initial drive.

Cultural Affairs conducted an exclusive video interview with the
Virginia African American Cultural Center to announce Mayor
Dyer’s Juneteenth proclamation. The video is the most-viewed on
Cultural Affairs’ YouTube account.

In 2020, Cultural Affairs launched a series of outdoor, free and community-based public
art events. During “Second Saturday” Public Art Sketch Crawls, guests travel to different
areas of the City to view the public art installations in those places. Guests receive a tour
of the area, as well as a history of the different public art pieces. On some tours, the artists
themselves even join in, such as local artist Aimee Bruce, who created the “Prismatic
Play” mural in the Rudee Loop. To encourage everyone to be an artist, regardless of
age or ability, Cultural Affairs provides free sketch books and pencils to all who attend.
Cultural Affairs administered the City of Virginia Beach’s Federal CARES Act Arts & Cultural Relief Grant. 19 Hampton Roads-based arts
and cultural organizations received a combined $933K in grants set aside to help them survive the hardships caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. Photos courtesy of (left) Virginia Musical Theatre and (right) Ballet Virginia, both recipients of Virginia Beach Federal CARES
Act Arts & Cultural Relief Grant funding,

In addition, Cultural Affairs led “Third Thursday” Public Art Walks across the City. Similar
to the Sketch Crawls, these walks took guests to installations such as “King Neptune,”
“Barreled” and “Terrapin Basin” for a tour of the area and history of the public art. These
art walks are a great way for professionals to end their day with a relaxing walk with art!
These events will resume in Spring 2021, once the weather warms back up again.
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In order to foster open communication and brainstorm
community-based initiatives, Cultural Affairs created
a series of virtual roundtables. The roundtables cover
cultural programming, arts marketing, local museums,
performing arts, arts leadership and public art. One of the
initiatives to emerge from the roundtables was the Town
Center chalk art campaign during Summer 2020. Local
artists drew positive messages to beautify the sidewalks
outside local Town Center businesses.

In order to assist artists, arts organizations and museums impacted by
COVID-19, Cultural Affairs created a nationally-recognized database of
diverse financial, health and other relevant industry resources.

After nearly a year in the making, the Virginia Beach Police
Department (VBPD) unveiled its relationship-inspired
student “Art Walk,” located outside of the 4th Precinct
Command. Student artists from Virginia Beach City Public
Schools (VBCPS) within the jurisdiction of the 4th Precinct
painted murals that demonstrate school pride, their
interpretation of what a positive police and community
partnership looks like, as well as their vision of a hopeful
future for all people. Students worked with their School
Resource Officers to encourage open dialogue throughout
the process. Cultural Affairs and the Public Art Committee
helped with the facilitation of this project.

3

CULTURAL AFFAIRS 2020 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Teens Take Over the Street
This October, eight new Neighborhood Identifiers were painted
by Virginia teens along the 19th Street corridor in the ViBe
Creative District. The pillars mark the corners of intersections
along 19th Street, and help create a sense of place and arrival in
the District. The pillars are visible 24 hours a day, as they are lit up
at night with lighting at the base of each structure.

#VirtualHistoryVB
To address a long-standing goal identified by the Virginia Beach Historic Houses Foundation (VHHF), Cultural
Affairs launched a YouTube channel for the Virginia Beach History Museums in 2020. The channel, which, to date,
has approximately 40 videos, highlights unique Virginia Beach histories, at home activities and virtual education
segments for residents and visitors alike to enjoy. When the Museums closed due to COVID-19, staff uploaded existing
virtual tours and videos for those unable to visit the museums in person. An additional full virtual tour of the Princess
Anne County Training School/Union Kempsville High School Museum is in the editing phase, and is expected to be
released by January 2021.

Cultural Affairs launched the first-ever podcast for the Virginia Beach History
Museums in 2020. On “Beyond the Passage,” staff and guests take deep dives
into specific history topics, such as Veterans Day (pictured below) colonial
rituals, women’s suffrage and more.

Cultural Affairs launched a series of live videos highlighting arts groups and artists during the pandemic.
For example, local artist Glen McClure (left) was unable to have an in-person reception for his gallery
at the Sandler Center, so Cultural Affairs livestreamed the event to a global audience. Staff also had
live conversations about virtual programs with different groups, such as Teens With a Purpose (right).
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