
 

City Manager’s Update

 

When you’re looking for something to do today, tomorrow, or 

next week, the new VB Events app is at your service. From 

concerts and plays at the Sandler Center to fun activities at a 

city park, VB Events has you covered for city-sponsored events 

throughout the city. The app also shows nearby parking in 

several key locations.  

 

VB Events pulls information from a variety of sources and makes it available all in one place: 

 Events and public meetings from VBgov.com 

 Parks & Recreation, Virginia Beach Public Libraries 

 Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Museum 

 Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 Sandler Center for the Performing Arts 

 

Events and venues will be added daily, so check back often. The app is available for both Android 

and iOS and can be downloaded free via Google Play and the iOS App Store. 

 

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Police Department held its annual awards ceremony on Friday, May 20, at 

the Virginia Beach Convention Center, to formally recognize the officers and civilians who go 

above and beyond the call of duty. Several of the award recipients were involved in life 

threatening events that ranged from active gun battles to ocean rescues. Police Chief Jim 

Cervera and I acknowledged a number of VBPD members, including K9s, and citizens for their 

selfless acts of courage and dedication to the preservation of life.  

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vbgov.vbevents
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/vb-events/id923069978?mt=8


 

 

 

 

Fire Chief Steven Cover announced the promotion of District Chief 

Richard Vance Cooper to the position of Deputy Fire Chief of Services on 

Monday, May 23. He will assume his new position on June 7. Chief Cooper 

has served VBFD since 1990, and has held the rank of District Chief for the 

past nine years. He has worked in multiple operations assignments and is 

also a Task Force Leader for FEMA's Virginia Task Force 2 (VA-TF2) 

Urban Search and Rescue Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors 

Bureau will host the second industry event of 

the 2016 Tourism Excellence in Business & 

Leadership Seasonal Series, “Scoring Big 

with Sports Marketing,” at the Virginia 

Beach Tennis and Country Club on Thursday, June 2. The event will feature Jon Schmeider, 

founder and CEO at Huddle Up Group LLC, who will discuss the challenges and opportunities 

of sports marketing in the travel, tourism and hospitality industry. 

 

This event is open to all stakeholders within the region’s hospitality, tourism and travel industry. 

Registration is free and available online at www.visitvirginiabeach.com/leadershipseries. 

Contact: Tiffany Russell, (757) 385-6628. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 33

rd
 Annual Pungo Strawberry Festival takes 

place this weekend, May 28-29. Be advised of 

heavy traffic and road closures due to the festival. 

 

The annual Memorial Day Ceremony will take 

place on Monday, May 30, at the Tidewater 

Veterans Memorial across from the Virginia Beach 

Convention Center. Ceremony starts at noon. 

 

http://www.visitvirginiabeach.com/leadershipseries


 

 

 

 

 

The Office of Volunteer Resources held its Annual Recognition Day on Wednesday, May 25, 

at the Brock Environmental Center, honoring the city’s outstanding volunteers and Volunteer 

Resource Managers. Councilmember Jim Wood presented two awards: the 2015 Debra L. 

Elam Outstanding Youth Volunteer award to Alana Allbritton, president of the Mayor’s 

Youth Leaders in Action and youth liaison to both the Parks and Recreation Commission and 

Sister Cities Association of Virginia Beach, and the Debra L. Elam Outstanding Youth 

Volunteer Group award to the Virginia Beach Police Department Explorer Post #911 

volunteers. Wood also recognized 44 volunteers who reached Milestone Years of Volunteer 

Service, giving decades to our great city.   

 

I had the pleasure of presenting the 2015 Mary C. Russo Volunteer Resource Manager of the 

Year award to Misty Lee (Human Services) and recognizing 45 certified Volunteer Resource 

Managers, thanking them for their commitment to engaging more than 17,000 volunteers in city 

government. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Public Works Waste Management/Bureau of Waste Collection received a $500 Program 

Achievement Award at the Solid Waste Association of North America Old Dominion 

Chapter’s annual conference on Thursday, 

May 19. The award recognized Waste 

Management’s increased efficiency and 

cost savings, improved safety and superb 

efforts in managing both personnel and 

equipment. The cash award will be used to 

fund a celebratory event to recognize the 

staff that made it possible. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Clements, director for the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center, recently 

hosted her third mentee. Dr. Allison Tuttle is DVM and vice president of Biological Programs 

with the Mystic Aquarium in Mystic, Connecticut. 

 

Only 27% of Association of Zoos and Aquariums Directors are 

female and Clements has taken an interest in increasing the 

numbers of women in the industry. The mentoring program, 

administered by AZA, pairs a director mentor with an interested 

mentee, to showcase the daily side of being an executive director 

and the important skills necessary for success. Clements is the 

only three-time mentor in the program, and all three years she has 

been paired with a female mentee. 

 

Program participants work closely with mentors on a range of experiences, from speaking 

engagements to visiting congressional offices on Capitol Hill. Mentees then return to their 

facilities armed with the skills to take their careers to the next level, while mentors benefit from 

the fresh perspective of an eager set of eyes. Sometimes, mentees return in interesting ways. The 

Virginia Aquarium’s veterinarian, Dr. Allyson McNaughton, was previously a mentee of Dr. 

Tuttle’s through a veterinarian mentorship, and found a new home in Virginia Beach.  

 

 

 

 

Kicking off the summer season with a great lineup of events, an estimated 87,000 visitors are 

expected to visit the Virginia Beach Convention Center in the month of June. Public events 

include: 

 

  | June 3  

  | June 5 

  | June 15 – 18  

  | June 25 

  | June 28 – July 3 

 

For a complete list of all upcoming events, visit www.visitvirginiabeach.com/conventioncenter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.visitvirginiabeach.com/conventioncenter


 

 

 

 

“They fell, but o'er their glorious grave  

floats free the banner of the  

cause they died to save.” 
 

 

Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation invites families to get active, 

outdoors and indoors, for June events. 

 

  Friday, June 3, to Tuesday, June 21, Mount Trashmore 

Park in the parking lot off Edwin Drive. Free admission and free parking. 

  Friday, June 17, 7 to 10 p.m., Little Island Park & 

Fishing Pier. Onsite parking is available and free after 5 p.m. Rain date is Saturday, June 18. 

  Monday, June 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Seatack Recreation Center. 

For more information, visit www.vbgov.com/specialevents. 

 

Several events are planned at city recreation centers for citizens of all ages, especially dads, to 

enjoy, such as the Daddy & Me Father’s Day Fitness Party at Williams Farm Recreation Center 

on Saturday, June 18, and the Father’s Day Free Throw Contest, also on June 18 at Bayside 

Recreation Center. For a full listing, visit www.vbgov.com/recevents. A membership or day pass 

is required for these events. 

 

 

 

 

Award-winning local artist Maggie Kerrigan will share her inspiration for 

donating the book sculptures to the libraries and her process for creating 

altered book art on Friday, June 3, at the Meyera E. Oberndorf Central 

Library. Registration is available online. A free reception will follow the 

talk. Contact: Christine Brantley, (757) 385-4354. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vbgov.com/specialevents
http://www.vbgov.com/recevents
http://www.vbgov.com/library-events


 

 

 

♦ May 27, 2016 - Copy of a news release from the Finance Department titled “Virginia 

Beach Saves $12.6 Million by Refinancing Bonds.” 

  

♦ May 26, 2016 - Copy of a letter from City Attorney Mark D. Stiles to Mayor William D. 

Sessoms, Jr. and Members of City Council regarding the Chesapeake Beach case (City of 

Virginia Beach v. Anne Page et al.) 

  

♦ May 23, 2016 - Copy of a letter and enclosure from Gold Key/PHR CEO Bruce 

Thompson to The Virginian-Pilot Editorial Page Editor Don Luzzatto regarding his 

opinion about a regional mega-airport. 

  

♦ May 24, 2016 - Copy of an article from The Roanoke Times titled “Our view: Why Nikki 

Haley is wrong about the Virginia economy.” 

  

♦ May 20, 2016 - Copy of an article from Inside Business titled “Groundbreaking for 

Norfolk Premium Outlets is June 2” by Nate Delesline III. 

  

♦ May 2016 - Copy of an article from Public Management magazine titled “Turnaround 

Tactics” by James Toscano. 

  

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule, May 29 through June 4. 

 

 

http://www.roanoke.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-why-nikki-haley-is-wrong-about-the-virginia/article_d48cec47-30b9-5d6b-a021-d5d2b5429790.html
http://pilotonline.com/inside-business/groundbreaking-for-norfolk-premium-outlets-is-june/article_315ef5da-f30e-57d1-aafb-0e96c6b35a31.html
http://icma.org/en/press/pm_magazine/current_issue
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   MEDIA CONTACTS: 
May 27, 2016     Patricia Phillips, (757) 385-4681 
       pphillip@vbgov.com 
 
 

Virginia Beach Saves $12.6 Million by Refinancing Bonds 
City’s Excellent Bond Ratings Help Keep Water and Sewer Rates Low 

 
Virginia Beach will save $12.6 million in debt service payments over the next 14 years, thanks to its 
outstanding bond ratings and a favorable bond market.  
 
On Wednesday, the city lowered its payments by refinancing $42.9 million in water and sewer bonds, 
which funds part of the Public Utilities capital program, including utility lines to homes and businesses. 
The new interest rate is an extremely low 1.814 percent. The savings will help Virginia Beach keep the 
lowest water rate among Hampton Roads’ seven major cities. Virginia Beach also has a relatively low 
sewer rate. 
 
Prior to the sale, Moody’s Investor Services raised the city’s bond rating for water and sewer bonds to 
Aa1 – one notch below a perfect Aaa rating. The city has also maintained its Triple-A ratings on water 
and sewer bonds from Fitch and Standard & Poor’s, the other two national rating agencies. 
 
The city on Wednesday also sold $46.5 million in new water and sewer bonds at the low rate of 2.711 
percent. The money will be used to build and maintain water and sewer lines in many neighborhoods.  
 
“Whenever we can save taxpayers money through conservative fiscal practices, that’s a good day,” 
Finance Director Patricia A. Phillips said. “Our Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund is rock solid. It’s nice 
to receive confirmation of that from Wall Street.” 
 
All three ratings agencies praised Virginia Beach’s strong financial management: 
 

 Fitch praised the fund’s strong financial performance, debt service coverage and favorable debt 
profile.  
 

 Moody’s noted the fund’s history of sound financial operations, improved debt service 
coverage, strong liquidity and manageable debt position. 
 

 Standard and Poor’s highlighted the fund’s history of maintaining strong financial metrics, 
including strong debt service coverage, cash reserves and favorable debt and liability profiles. 

 

# # # 
 

News Release:  VBgov.com/News 

 

mailto:pphillip@vbgov.com
https://www.vbgov.com/news
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management minute  |  organizational turnaround

BY JAMES TOSCANO

TURNAROUND 
TACTICS
Special strategies for troubled times

W hen public organizations are 
in crisis, the ailments are 
predictable: budget prob-

lems, compliance issues, communica-
tions failures, and broken public trust. 
These problems can persist despite 
changes in management.

Here are five observations I learned 
from working with “public sector turn-
around guy” Philip Shucet, as dubbed by 
Senator Mark Warner, while at Hampton 
Roads Transit in southeast Virginia, that 
highlight the principles of a successful 
public turnaround. They focus on the first 
36 months of a turnaround, which require 
tactics that might not be suitable for long-
term organizational sustainability.

The First 36 Months
1. Wear it on your sleeve. Once an 
organization has been dragged through 
the mud, it won’t be easy to shake the 
nasty labels. It doesn’t matter how much 
of a whiz-bang is hired, how much overt 
controversy recedes, or how different 
you feel on the inside. Accept it: People 
on the outside still believe there’s a mess 
just beneath.

If a situation is bad, say so. Suc-
cessful public organizations talk openly 
about their problems because they know 
hiding won’t solve them. Shucet says 
that when leaders air out problems, “You 
can see the organizational culture begin 
to change. As their courage grows, the 
risk of not hearing the truth from your 
employees goes down. Fewer surprises.”

Employ highly visible performance 
dashboards on websites to display 
exactly where the organization stands 
on the important stuff. The advantage 
of the dashboard is three-fold: 1) if the 
only way is up, then why not spotlight 
your ascent?; 2) dashboards level the 
playing field in terms of access to 

information; and 3) the dashboard cre-
ates internal focus—a clarion call—on 
the main issues.

On the dashboard, sometimes things 
looked good, other times not; but in 
Shucet’s experience, no one could claim 
they weren’t forthright. He insisted 
administrators responsible for a particu-
lar dashboard metric list their e-mail 
address next to it, so the public would 
know who was accountable and who to 
contact with inquiries.

Dashboards let the public look inside 
your organization’s closet. And when 
your employees know the public is 
poking around, it can have the effect of 
making you keep your closet tidy.

When problems are uncovered, 
announce your plans to fix them. When 
you’ve made progress or a reform, no mat-
ter how incremental, tell people. Remind 
the public you are not exactly who you 
were before the turnaround began.

At Hampton Roads Transit, we 
announced Mission 31/90—a public 
commitment to act on 31 audit findings 
in 90 days. We posted the findings on 
our homepage and marked checkboxes 
as progress was made.

Point is: Eschewing the comforts of a 

private rehab and instead doing it out 

in the open, allows the public to evolve 

along with you.

   
2. Avail yourself to the public. It 
is counterproductive when troubled 
organizations hunker down to fix their 
problems complete with “no comment” 
responses to the media or gag rules on 
certain officials. No matter what kind of 
internal progress you might be making 
toward your turnaround, this leaves the 
impression you are closed off to hard 
questions, feedback, or critiques.

Successful public organizations 
have a culture of openness. Don’t allow 
valuable internal confidantes, board 
members, or elected officials to become 
exclusive gatekeepers and reject policies 
and other practices that serve to bottle 
up information.

A manager’s personal rapport and 
availability with journalists and reporters 
builds a better relationship, even if they 
have critically reported on the organiza-
tion previously, and can result in more 
balanced reporting when things get tough 
in the press. When the only media access 
is through a public information officer, 
it sends the signal to employees and the 
public that information needs crafting. 

Using social media can put an 
organization closer to people and ideas. 
Hold sessions with local bloggers to open 
valves of communication with influenc-
ers outside the traditional press. In these 
sessions, you might want to declare that 
“nothing is off-limits” and allow bloggers 
to video record and post interviews.

Be sure to use accessible language. 
It’s not good if public communications 
are bulked up with run-on sentences and 
techno-speak, resulting in a citizenry 
that doesn’t have the faintest idea what 
is being said.

Point is: Use shorter sentences and 

normal words to benefit the audience.

   
3. Audits are your friends. Most orga-
nizations—troubled or not—fear audits 
or independent inquiries. The notion 
of an outside organization scrutinizing 
what you do is enough to keep public 
managers up at night.

Despite these tendencies, the use of 
public audits are an excellent tool to help 
drive your turnaround. Those appointed 
to bring about a turnaround generally 
know what mistakes not to repeat, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean they know 
how not to repeat them. A sense of 
clear direction can be further distorted 
as emotions run high, jeopardizing the 
turnaround. Results from an independent 
inquiry give you a good place to start. 



icma.org/pm: online and mobile accessible
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Point is: With reports and any prob-

lems in plain sight, the emotion can 

be taken out of a situation and can 

hasten the team’s return to business.

    
4. Tolerate wrong decisions, punish 
indecision. Troubled public sector 
organizations are rife with fear of 
decision making. Managers can debate 
a decision to death, and sometimes 
such debate is used as a tactic to avoid 
making a decision outright.

It’s particularly tricky when indeci-
sion is cloaked in positive terms like 
“collaboration,” “buy-in,” or “collegial-
ity.” But the result can be the same: 
organizational paralysis.

Successful organizations embrace 
accountability in decision making. 
Employees ought to be encouraged 
to make data-driven, well-reasoned 
decisions within their scope.

Shucet says the beauty of a wrong 
decision is that you usually know it imme-
diately. People have more information and 
can pivot. He also says that when you 
delay a decision many times, the options 
don’t become any clearer, and, often, 
you’ve lost time or money or both.

Point is: Don’t avoid making a decision.

5. Keep your eye on the ball. Don’t be 
distracted from your main task. If your 
organization’s mission is to run buses or 
build a highway, then run buses or build 
highways with laser-like focus.

According to Shucet, this could mean 
disbanding an employee-relations group 
that plans social activities: How could 
any time at all be spent planning and 
hosting organizational cookouts while its 
reputation was up in flames?

He doesn’t believe there’s anything 
necessarily wrong with these activities, 
but says organizations in crisis don’t 
have the luxury of such nonessentials. 
Reducing distractions in a troubled 
organization can help it refocus on its 
core mission or service.    

There’s enough distractions already, 
with all the regulations and pressure 

from residents and policymakers facing 
public organizations. Keeping these 
pressures at bay and staying focused is 
difficult and requires courage.  

In a successful turnaround, be 
prepared to be unpopular sometimes with 
some people. Whether it’s that disbanded 
employee-relations group, keeping the 
heat on senior staffers, or keeping an 
arm’s length from an elected official’s pet 
project, enduring temporary discomfort 
may build you respect in the long run.

Point is: Keeping your eye on the ball 

will help you avoid the same traps that 

lured others before you and have stood 

in the way of success.

Not a Glamorous Undertaking
The hard work of an organizational 
turnaround is unglamorous. Responsible 
public management, including being 
on-budget, isn’t sexy stuff. Have you ever 
read investigative journalism or a scream-
ing headline about an agency that simply 
does what it is supposed to? You’ll need to 
steel yourself for not being lavished with 
praise as your turnaround bears fruit.

When one of his teams met a major 
milestone Shucet would said, “Now, 
give yourself 10 seconds to pat yourself 
on the back.” They would. Then he 
would remind them off all of the other 
challenges they faced.

It’s not that he was ungrateful for 
their efforts. “I wanted everyone to be 
clear, we’re in the public business. And 
as good as we feel about ourselves at 
this moment—and we should—the 
public demands even more.”

Point is: What is accomplished at the 

outset of a turnaround—the bedrock 

foundation of transparency, focus of 

mission, and fiscal responsibility—

will pave the way for all long-term 

successes. 

JAMES TOSCANO 
Vice President 
Public Affairs and Communications 
Tidewater Community College 
Norfolk, Virginia 

james@thedotsmatter.com



VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION 
Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 

Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
MAY 29 – JUNE 4, 2016 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced and other specialty programming to support 
the mission of the Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School 
System.  Program listings reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, 
and special events.  
 
 e~Streaming is available at http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/live-videos.aspx for all LIVE public 
sessions of Virginia Beach City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous 
meetings, and original VBTV programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach 
City School Board can be accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/streaming. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the May 
24 meeting: Sun 9am; Thu 7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 
May 17 meeting: Mon 2pm; Wed 7pm; Sat 9am. 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 48 / VERIZON 45 

 
A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA: THE WEST — View history as a living narrative rather than a series of 
irrefutable facts to be memorized.  Prominent historians present America's story as something that is best 
understood from a variety of perspectives.  Sun 5am; Tue & Thu 11am; Fri 12am.   
 
A HISTORY OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION: THE CONSTITUTION IS EXPANDED — Learn how the 
Constitution has protected the American people from abuses of power and tyranny and has empowered 
them to excel in art, literature, science, and technology.  Sun 4:30pm; Tue & Sat 9:30am; Wed 6:30am & 
4:30pm.   
 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN: KIDS AND ORAL HEALTH — Insight and advice for solving issues related to 
parenting and child rearing. Sun 9pm; Mon 8am & 3pm; Thu 12am; Fri 3pm.   
 
 ACCESS VIRGINIA BEACH — Biweekly news magazine highlighting city & school topics and issues.     

• FY2016-17 budget adopted; City Council budgets more for schools, public safety, and libraries 
• Virginia Hurricane Preparedness Week May 22 – 28 – prepare now for inclement weather 
• VBgov.com launches new and improved website 
• Annual Law Enforcement Officers’ Memorial Service 
• Virginia Beach K9 officers receive new ballistic vests  
• Plaza Middle School student fulfills dream of becoming a police officer  
• Students from the Adult Learning Center receive GEDs 
• Graduation season is coming!  Order your DVDs now 
• 2017 Teachers of the Year honored at recognition dinner held at Founders Inn 
• Princess Anne Middle School receives National Schools to Watch award 
• Vets & Cadets NJROTC students honor military veterans by recording stories  
• Landstown Middle School students experience Lancer Boot Camp 

Mon 12am, 2:30am, 11am, 1:30pm, 9pm & 11:30pm; Tue 5am & 7:30am; Wed 12am, 2:30am, 11am, 
1:30pm, 6pm & 8:30pm; Thu 5am, 7:30am & 6pm; Fri 6pm & 8:30pm; Sat 5am, 7:30am, 11am, 1:30pm, 
9pm & 11:30pm.   
.     

http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/live-videos.aspx
http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/live-videos.aspx
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/streaming
http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/videos.aspx?category=17
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/streaming
http://www.vbgov.com/media


 
AGAINST ALL ODDS: EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN — Discover statisitical solutions to the puzzles of 
everyday life.  Learn how data collection and manipulation - paired with intelligent judgement and 
common sense - can lead to more informed decision making.  Sun 6am; Tue & Thu 12pm; Fri 1am.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA: FILM LANGUAGE — Explore film history and American culture through the eyes 
of Hollywood insiders.  Sun 10pm; Mon 9am & 4pm; Thu 1am; Fri 4pm.   
 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY: IMPERIAL DESIGNS — Explore global patterns through time, seeing 
history as an integrated whole.  Sun 5:30am; Tue & Thu 11:30am; Fri 12:30am.   
 
CHECK THE TECH — Produced by students at the Virginia Beach Technical & Career Education Center 
to report on the school's programs and activities.    Mon 2am, 1pm & 11pm; Tue & Thu 7am; Wed 2am, 
1pm & 8pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 7am, 1pm & 11pm.   
 
DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA - THE COURTS: OUR RULE OF LAW — Sun & Thu 2pm; Fri 1pm.   
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS: RESTLESS LANDSCAPES — Sun 1pm; Fri 8am; Sat 2pm.   
 
FOCUS NNS — Explore current events at Newport News Shipbuilding.  Sun 8:30pm; Mon 7:30am; Tue & 
Fri 11:30pm; Wed 10:30am; Sat 2:30am & 5:30pm.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Produced by the City of Virginia Beach Fire Department to explore 
current training trends and report news of interest to firefighters and citizens alike.  Mon 1am, 12pm & 
10pm; Tue & Thu 6am; Wed 1am, 12pm & 7pm; Fri 7pm; Sat 6am, 12pm & 10pm.   
 
GETTING ALONG: LEFT OUT! — Character development and conflict management for ages five 
through eight.    Sun 4pm; Tue & Sat 9am; Wed 6am & 4pm.   
 
GREAT AMERICAN AUTHORS: 1958 TO PRESENT — Explore the rich, literary tradition of American 
storytelling, beginning with the first colonists in the 17th century to a small cadre of brilliant, 19th century, 
New England writers who defined the unique American experience and soul.  Sun 7am; Tue & Thu 1pm; 
Fri 2am.   
 

 HOW IN THE WORLD — Join Pilot Lindy aboard the Airship Curiosity and learn about flame working; 
how K-9 officers are trained; and watch Professor Omnibus make a chicken in a cup.  Sun 7pm; Mon 
6am; Tue 10pm; Wed 9am; Thu 6:30pm; Fri 10pm; Sat 1am & 4pm.   
 
IN THE FIGHT — A monthly newscast featuring the latest happenings throughout  the United States 
military.    Mon 1:30am, 12:30pm & 10:30pm; Tue & Thu 6:30am; Wed 1:30am, 12:30pm & 7:30pm; Fri 
7:30pm; Sat 6:30am, 12:30pm & 10:30pm.   
 
INSIDE THE GLOBAL ECONOMY: LABOR AND CAPITAL MOBILITY — Sun & Tue 12am; Mon & Sat 
6pm; Wed 9pm; Thu 8am & 3pm; Fri 5am.   
 
KENNEDY CENTER PERFORMING ARTS: SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK — Capturing the complex 
sounds of blues, spirituals, rap, hip hop and more, this renowned A cappella ensemble demonstrates how 
their collective voice is an instrument to create music filled with soulful harmonies and intricate rhythms.  
Sun & Tue 2am; Mon & Sat 8pm; Wed 11pm; Thu 10am & 5pm; Fri 7am.   
 
LEARNING MATH: DATA ORGANIZATION AND REPRESENTATION — Designed for elementary and 
middle school teachers, and organized according to standards developed by the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics, this series explores topics in measurement, number operations, statistics, 
geometry, and algebra.   Sun 6:30am; Tue & Thu 12:30pm; Fri 1:30am.   
 
MATH MONSTERS — Designed for pre-kindergarten children, this animated series provides an amusing 
and enlightening introduction to mathematical concepts.  Sun 4:15pm; Tue & Sat 9:15am; Wed 6:15am & 
4:15pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR: MARY BATTEN — Sun 8am; Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2pm; Thu 11pm.   
 

http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/videos.aspx#video=80228419746


 
MOM ALWAYS SAID: MONEY DOESN'T GROW ON TREES — Discussion between real moms with 
real experiences and real tips on raising a family.  Mon 12:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; 
Wed 12:30am & 6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK: LESSONS FROM A HIGH SCHOOL SCAM ARTIST — Meet an ex-con who found it 
easy to lure many investors into his get-rich schemes as he practiced Internet "pump and dump" - while 
just a kid in high school.  Sun 9:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 12:30am; Fri 3:30pm.   
 
NASA X — See behind the scenes as MEDLI helps get the Curiosity Rover on Mars.  Sun 5pm; Tue & 
Sat 10am; Wed 7am & 5pm.   
 
NEWSWRITING: OPINION/COLUMN WRITING — Explore techniques to become a better writer through 
traditional and emerging journalistic styles.  Sun 8:30am; Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2:30pm; Thu 11:30pm.   
 
ON THE OTHER HAND — Sun 8pm; Mon 7am; Tue & Fri 11pm; Wed 10am; Sat 2am & 5pm.   
 
POLICE & CITIZEN PUBLIC SERVICE AWARDS 2016 — Held May 20, 2016 at the Virginia Beach 
Convention Center.  Sun 6pm; Mon 5am; Tue & Fri 9pm; Wed 8am; Sat 12am & 3pm.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE: VALENTINE: BE MINE — An early reading series introducing sounds and 
rhyming patterns that unlock words and the meaning of words.  Sun 3:45pm; Tue & Sat 8:45am; Wed 
5:45am & 3:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Agricultural news and family-oriented stories presented by the Virginia Farm Bureau.  
Mon 12:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; Wed 12:30am, 11:30am & 6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; 
Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm.   
 
SHAMU TV: THE KILLER WHALE STORY — Explore the special connection we have with the ocean’s 
top predator, and hear from the people who know them best to find out what’s been learned about killer 
whales — how they live, grow, survive and thrive.  Sun 3pm; Tue & Sat 8am; Wed 5am & 3pm.   
 
TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES: DELIVERING THE MESSAGE — Learn about the connection 
between the national standards for foreign language learning and current research in foreign language 
education.  Sun 11:30pm; Mon 10:30am & 5:30pm; Thu 2:30am; Fri 5:30pm.   
 
TEEN KIDS NEWS — Sun 5:30pm; Tue & Sat 10:30am; Wed 7:30am & 5:30pm.   
 
THE HABITABLE PLANET: RISK, EXPOSURE, AND HEALTH — Explore environmental science 
through a study of the Earth's natural systems.  Sun 11pm; Mon 10am & 5pm; Thu 2am; Fri 5pm.   
 
THE MATH DUDE: SLOPE INTERCEPT FORM — Middle and high school students can improve their 
algebra skills with these fast–paced programs devoted to Algebra I as it is taught in the classroom today.  
Sun 3:30pm; Tue & Sat 8:30am; Wed 5:30am & 3:30pm.   
 
THE ROAD TO RECOVERY: CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT IN MENTAL OR 
SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS — many individuals who come in contact with the criminal or juvenile 
justice system have a mental or substance use disorder.  Learn of  the involvement of adults and young 
people with mental or substance use disorders in the criminal justice system and the unique treatment 
and support services needed to help them achieve the ingredients for lifelong recovery—health, home, 
purpose, and community.   Sun & Tue 1am; Mon & Sat 7pm; Wed 10pm; Thu 9am & 4pm; Fri 6am.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 47 / VERIZON 47 

 
A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA — Thu 8pm.   
 
A HISTORY OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION — Thu 5:30pm.   
 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN — Wed 3pm.   
 
ACCESS VIRGINIA BEACH — Sun 9pm & 11:30pm; Mon 7:30am & 6pm; Tue & Thu 1:30pm; Wed 
7:30am & 11:30pm; Fri 7:30am; Sat 6pm.   
 
AGAINST ALL ODDS — Thu 9pm.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA — Wed 4pm.   
 
ART HISTORY: ENGLISH PAINTING — Tue & Thu 6am.   
 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY — Thu 8:30pm.   
 
CHECK THE TECH — Sun 11pm.   
 
CLASSIC ARTS SHOWCASE — Enjoy the classic arts by experiencing short video clips of film and 
music.  Sat 12am through 8am, 1:30pm through 6pm, and 8pm through Sun 8pm.   
 
DEATH: A PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING: GRIEF AND BEREAVEMENT — Gain a greater 
understanding of death and dying through case studies and moving personal stories of people facing their 
own death or the death of a loved one.  Mon & Wed 11:30am; Tue & Thu 7:30am.   
 
DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA — Tue 5pm; Wed & Fri 6pm; Thu & Sat 7pm.   
 
DISCOVERING PSYCHOLOGY: CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY — Explore historic and current theories of 
human behavior through demonstrations, classic experiments and simulations, current research, 
documentary footage, and computer animation.  Mon 11:30pm; Tue & Fri 12:30pm & 4:30pm; Thu 
12:30pm.   
 
EARTH REVEALED: INTRUSIVE IGNEOUS ROCKS — Explore how scientific theories are developed 
and how our activities today affect earth's continuing evolution.  Mon 10pm; Fri 3pm; Thu 11am.   
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: FAMILY DISASTER PLAN — Lean how to effectively handle natural 
and man-made disasters.  Tue & Thu 7am.   
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS — Mon 7pm; Tue 11pm; Wed 2pm; Fri 5pm & 11pm.   
 
EXPLORING THE WORLD OF MUSIC: MUSIC AND MEMORY — Explore basic elements of music and 
how  music is an expression of culture.  Mon 9:30pm; Fri 2:30pm; Thu 10:30am.   
 
FIT FOR DUTY: PLYOMETRIC DRILLS — An exercise program spanning several disciplines, such as 
kickboxing, Pilates, aerobics, weight training, and more.  Produced by The Pentagon Channel.  Mon & 
Wed 12pm; Tue & Thu 8am.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Sun 10pm; Mon through Fri 9am; Mon, Wed, & Fri 1pm; Thu 11pm.   
 
GETTING ALONG — Thu 5pm.   
 
GREAT AMERICAN AUTHORS — Thu 10pm.   
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — Mon, Wed, & Fri 9:30am; Mon & Sat 6:30pm; Thu 11:30pm.   
 
IN THE FIGHT — Sun 10:30pm.   
 



 
INSIDE THE GLOBAL ECONOMY — Fri 7pm.   
 
JURY ORIENTATION — A helpful guide for anyone called to jury duty.  Sun 8pm; Mon 8am & 8pm; Wed, 
Fri & Sat 8am.   
 
KENNEDY CENTER PERFORMING ARTS — Fri 9pm.   
 
LEARNING MATH — Thu 9:30pm.   
 
MATH MONSTERS — Thu 5:15pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR: MARY BATTEN — Tue & Fri 10pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK — Wed 3:30pm.   
 
NASA X — Thu 6pm.   
 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART: AWARENESS SERIES: MODERN MASTERS — Short, evocative 
studies of the works of major artists represented in the collections of the National Gallery of Art.  Tue & 
Thu 6:30am.   
 
NEWSWRITING — Tue & Fri 10:30pm; Thu 3:30pm.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE — Thu 4:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Sun 9:30pm.   
 
SHAMU TV — Thu 4pm.   
 
SIGNING TIME: ABCs — An introduction to American Sign Language for children.  Mon & Wed 12:30pm; 
Tue & Thu 8:30am.   
 
TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES: DELIVERING THE MESSAGE — Learn about the connection 
between the national standards for foreign language learning and current research in foreign language 
education.  Wed 5:30pm.   
 
TEEN KIDS NEWS — Thu 6:30pm.   
 
THE HABITABLE PLANET — Wed 5pm.   
 
THE MATH DUDE — Thu 4:30pm.   
 
THE PATH TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY — Sun 8:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 8:30pm; Wed, Fri & Sat 8:30am.   
 
THE ROAD TO RECOVERY — Fri 8pm.   
 
THE WESTERN TRADITION: THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION — Journey from ancient, pre-western 
civilizations to the age of technology and beyond.  Mon 11pm; Tue & Fri 12pm & 4pm; Thu 12pm.   
 
THE WORLD OF CHEMISTRY: THE MOLE — Mon 9pm;  Fri 2pm; Thu 10am.   
 
UNSEEN LIFE ON EARTH: GENETIC TRANSFER — Peer into the microbial world and discover how 
microorganisms affect everything from medicine to environmental issues to global politics. Dynamic 
visuals and case studies, including DNA testing and dramatic battles against dangerous viruses, illustrate 
the work and effects of microorganisms.   Mon 10:30pm; Tue & Fri 11:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 11:30am.   
 
 

 
  
 



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 46 / VERIZON 46 

 
General information about the City of Virginia Beach, plus current events and late-breaking news of 
interest to local citizens, cablecasts 24 hours a day with audio provided by NOAA Weather radio.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Multimedia Services Division at 385-VBTV (8288) or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 
  

http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com

