
 

 

The Virginia Beach Fire Department (VBFD) announced this week 
the appointment of Amy J. Valdez as new deputy chief of services. 
Deputy Chief Valdez began her fire service career in 1993 at the 

age of 17, beginning as a volunteer with the VBFD and Emergency Medical Services. She was hired 
fulltime by the VBFD in 1996 and became a nationally registered paramedic the same year. Valdez 
has progressed through the ranks, holding positions in operations and special operations, training, 
and administration. She is qualified as a plans team manager and both a rescue and medical 
specialist for FEMA’s Urban Search & Rescue Virginia Task Force 2. She serves as a peer team leader 
for the Center for Public Safety Excellence (CPSE) and is a technical advisor for Community Driven 
Strategic Planning. 
 
Valdez earned an associate degree in Emergency Medical Science through 
Tidewater Community College and a bachelor’s degree in Human 
Resources with a minor in Leadership from the University of Richmond. In 
2014, she completed her master’s in Public Administration and a master’s 
certificate in Public Procurement and Contract Management. Valdez has 
also completed the Executive Fire Officer program through the National 
Fire Academy and is a credentialed Chief Fire Officer. She is the second 
female firefighter to hold this position. Her appointment becomes 
effective Feb. 23. 
 

 
 

 
The Department of Agriculture is accepting applications for the Bartley E. Tuthill Memorial 
Scholarship Program. The scholarship, in the amount of $2,000, promotes the education of a 
graduating high school senior or college undergraduate that is interested in/or studying technical 
fields associated with agriculture, natural resource conservation or environmental protection. 
Individual applicants must be a resident of Virginia Beach and full-time students enrolled in or have 
applied to a college undergraduate level curriculum.  
 
Applicants will document their class ranking, have a 3.0 or greater grade point average and include 
the most recent official high school or college transcript with the application. Applications must be 
submitted to the Virginia Beach Department of Agriculture, Attn: Jody Davis, Administrative Specialist 
II, Municipal Center, Bldg. 14, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 by May 5 and can be obtained on Virginia 
Beach City Public Schools’ Scholarship Central at www.vbschools.com/familes/student/scholarship-
central/search. Search for “Bartley E. Tuthill Memorial Scholarship.”  
 

 

https://www.vbschools.com/familes/student/scholarship-central/search
https://www.vbschools.com/familes/student/scholarship-central/search


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

The Virginia Beach Fire Department 
recently completed more than two 
weeks of dedicated training. Developed 
by VBFD training instructors, 
firefighters practiced multiple 
techniques they would use if one of 
their own needed to be rescued. This 
type of training is known as "MAYDAY" training and entails reviewing and practicing specific 
techniques and communications skills involved in these types of rescue situations. In addition to the 
MAYDAY training, firefighters practiced simulated rope rescue work as well.  
 
 
 

Councilmember Barbara Henley partnered with the 
Senior Resource Center in Creeds on Wednesday to 
host its annual First Responders Appreciation Luncheon. 
Representatives from Virginia Beach Police, Fire, 
Emergency Medical Services and Emergency 
Communications & Citizen Services all attended and 
were recognized for their outstanding service to the 
community. The Senior Resource Center, located at 912 
Princess Anne Road, has long served as a gathering 
place for rural residents of Virginia Beach and has 
hosted first responders from across the city to educate 
and support the rural community. 

 
 

• Housing & Neighborhood Preservation is collaborating with 
the Virginia Center for Housing Research (VCHR) at Virginia Tech to conduct a housing study for 
Virginia Beach. Virtual meetings, including ones on Feb. 20 at 3 p.m. and Feb. 23 at 6 p.m., will include 
an overview of the housing study and small group discussions. More info at vbgov.com/HousingStudy. 

 

https://www.vbgov.com/HousingStudy


   

 

 

Virginia Beach Public Library’s “Battle of the Books: Middle 
School Edition” saw big success in its fourth year, with 165 
students from 12 Virginia Beach middle schools participating 
on 43 teams. The game show-style reading program 
challenges middle schoolers to read from a list of books, 
create a team with their friends and compete with other 
teams across Virginia Beach, answering trivia questions based on their reading. The students prepare 
during the fall and begin competing in January. Winning teams progress from preliminary battles to 
semifinals, with the winners competing in the grand finale, held Jan. 27, 2023 at the Central Library. 
The Riptides team from Old Donation School emerged as 2022-2023 champions. 
 
Grand finale judges included Ernesto Cisneros, author of "Efrén Divided," one of the titles on the 
Battle of the Books reading list. Students also had the opportunity to attend a workshop with 

Cisneros, where he answered questions, shared tips and 
stories, and led them through various writing 
exercises. “Battle of the Books: Middle School Edition,” and 
its counterpart, “Battle of the Books: Fifth Grade Edition” 
(currently underway with the finale on March 3), are 
examples of a longstanding, successful partnership 
between Virginia Beach Public Library and Virginia Beach 
City Public Schools. The Friends of Virginia Beach Public 
Library funds both editions of the program.  

  
 
 

Last Saturday’s temperatures created a “cool” setting for this year’s Polar Plunge. First responders 
from the Fire, Police and EMS departments worked together to keep the thousands of “plungers” 
safe as they as they embraced the icy Atlantic Ocean to raise funds and awareness for Special 
Olympics Virginia. Our first responders are proud to be a part of this fantastic event each year, and to 
help ensure the health and safety of all participants. Congratulations to all who participated and 
helped to raise more than $1.55 million to support this great cause. 



   

 

 
 

 
 

 

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | Feb. 19 through Feb. 25, 2023. 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

     Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 
Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 

 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
FEBRUARY 19 – FEBRUARY 25, 2023 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced programming to support the mission of the 
Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School System.  Program listings 
reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, and special events.  
 

 e~Streaming is available at https://www.vbgov.com/media for all LIVE public sessions of Virginia Beach 

City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous meetings, and original VBTV 
programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach City School Board can be 
accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the February 

14 meeting: Sun 9am.  LIVE: Tue, Informal Session 1:30pm; Formal Session 6pm.  Recablecast: Thu 
7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast 

of the February 21 regular meeting: Thu 9am; Fri 7pm; Sat Noon. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 

February 14 meeting: Mon 2pm.  LIVE: Tue 5pm.  Recablecast: Wed 7pm; Sat 9am. 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 48 / VERIZON 45 

 
DUCK CARVERS OF THE TIDEWATER — Decoys were first made to lure wildfowl within shooting range 
by market hunters but are now sought after by collectors who pay thousands of dollars for those made by 
the top names in carving.  An art handed down from father to son, hear how some of the prominent decoy 
carvers of the Virginia Beach and Knott's Island areas have preserved the art and lore of this fascinating 
skill.  Sun & Fri 6pm; Mon & Sat 3pm; Tue Noon; Wed 9am; Thu 6am & 9pm. 
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — Hop aboard the Airship Curiosity and travel the globe for an adventure of fun 
and discovery.  How do leaves change color?  What was farming like in colonial days?  Why are 
fingerprints different and how do police use them to solve crime?  Also, learn how a submarine works, 
and discover the caues of wind.  Sun & Fri Noon; Mon & Sat 9am; Tue 6am & 9pm; Wed 6pm; Thu 3pm.    
 
UNION KEMPSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL MUSEUM VIRTUAL TOUR — Princess Anne County Training 
School was the first high school for African Americans in what is now known as Virginia Beach.  Today 
the legacy of the school continues with the establishment of a museum to share stories of family, 
community, sacrifice, and the importance of education.  Sun & Fri 3pm; Mon & Sat Noon; Tue 9am; Wed 
6am & 9pm; Thu 6pm.   
 
VBPD ACADEMY CLASS #62 PART 1 — Meet members of the Virginia Beach Police Department 
Training Academy staff and the recruits of Class 62 as they begin their 26-week journey to become sworn 
officers of the VBPD.  Sun & Fri 6am & 9pm; Mon & Sat 6pm; Tue 3pm; Wed Noon; Thu 9am. 
 
VIRGINIA BEACH COLD CASE FILES: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO BARBARA JEAN? — See if you 
can help solve perplexing disappearances, tragic murders and unsolved crimes from VBPD’s cold case 
files.  Sun & Fri 9am; Mon & Sat 6am & 9pm; Tue 6pm; Wed 3pm; Thu Noon.   

 

https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?


 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 47 / VERIZON 47 

 
DUCK CARVERS OF THE TIDEWATER — Sun & Fri 8am; Mon & Sat 5am & 8pm; Tue 5pm; Wed 2pm; 
Thu 11am.  
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — Sun & Fri 5pm; Tue 11am; Wed 8am; Thu 5am & 8pm; Sat 2pm.  
 
UNION KEMPSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL MUSEUM VIRTUAL TOUR — Sun & Fri 5am & 8pm; Mon & Sat 
5pm; Tue 2pm; Wed 11am; Thu 8am;  
 
VBPD ACADEMY CLASS #62 PART 2 — Sun & Fri 11am; Mon & Sat 8am; Tue 5am & 8pm; Wed 5pm; 
Thu 2pm.  
 
VIRGINIA BEACH COLD CASE FILES — Sun & Fri 2pm; Mon & Sat 11am; Tue 8am; Wed 5am; Thu 
5pm.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 46 / VERIZON 46 
 
General information about the City of Virginia Beach, plus current events and late-breaking news of 
interest to local citizens, cablecasts 24 hours a day with audio provided by NOAA Weather radio.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Creative Services Division at 385-1868 or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 

  

http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com
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