
 

 

It was an honor to witness Tuesday’s swearing in ceremony in 
front of a packed audience of City leadership, staff, family and 
friends. Congratulations to each of you. City staff looks forward to 
working with the City Council on implementing your policies as we 
guide the growth and development of our great city and ensure 

our residents receive the quality services they deserve.   

 

  

 

 



   

 

After conducting a nationwide search, I appointed Kenneth Pravetz as chief 
of the Virginia Beach Fire Department, effective Jan. 1. He was officially 
sworn into office as the new fire chief at a ceremony held in City Council 
Chamber earlier this week. 
 

A nearly 24-year veteran of the VBFD, 
Chief Pravetz has served since February 
1999. He has 35 years of career fire 
experience and is a U.S. Air Force 
Veteran. Ken’s specific combination of 
education, training and real-world 
experience ensures that he is uniquely 
suited to lead our Fire Department and 
maintain its national standing as a model 
for public safety. 
 
 

 

The next meeting of the 5/31 Memorial Committee will take place from 4-6:30 p.m. 
on Monday, Jan. 9, at the Virginia Beach Economic Development Conference Room, 
4525 Main St., Suite #700. The purpose of the meeting is for the two shortlisted design firms, Dills 
Architects with SWA and Rhodeside Harwell, Inc. (RHI) with Kirkland Studio, to provide introductory 
presentations and seek feedback from the committee as they prepare to submit conceptual plans to 
the City by Feb. 24. The meeting is open to the public and will also be available via live streaming on 
VBgov.com and facebook.com/cityofvabeach. More information about the design firms is available at 
www.loveforvb.com/memorial/design-firm-finalists.  
 
 
 

The Virginia Beach Department of Public Health will host free COVID-19 bivalent booster & flu 
vaccination clinics on Saturday, Jan. 7, at New Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 3200 Head River 
Road, from 9 a.m. to noon and on Wednesday, Jan. 11 at New Light Full Gospel Baptist Church, 5549 
Indian River Road from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Moderna and Pfizer COVID-19 bivalent booster vaccines will 
be available at the clinics. Participants ages 5-17 must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. 
Appointments are encouraged, but walk-ins are welcome. Visit links to schedule:  

• Jan. 7: Pfizer – Bivalent Booster 12+ | Moderna – Bivalent Booster 18+ | Flu Vaccine  

• Jan. 11: Pfizer – Bivalent Booster 12+ | Modern – Bivalent Boost 18+ 

 

L-R: Former VBFD Fire Chiefs Greg Cade, Steve Cover and David Hutcheson, 
and Chief Pravetz. 

https://www.vbgov.com/media/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/CityofVaBeach/
http://www.loveforvb.com/memorial/design-firm-finalists
https://vase.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:205:::NO:205:P205_CLINIC_DETAILS_ID:317182961465708378413310505644471229894
https://vase.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:205:::NO:205:P205_CLINIC_DETAILS_ID:317182961465759153297734320069808889286
https://vase.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:205:::NO:205:P205_CLINIC_DETAILS_ID:317182961465785749665765841911652425158
https://vase.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:205:::NO:205:P205_CLINIC_DETAILS_ID:317181174188378453225767604909222027334
https://vase.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:205:::NO:205:P205_CLINIC_DETAILS_ID:317181173873212701236307810724430365671


   

 

Due to high engagement, the public input survey 
regarding Rudee Loop will be extended for feedback until 
midnight on Sunday, Jan. 29. To date, the survey has 
received 11,531 views along with 3,135 participants who 
have provided 50,458 answers including 9,580 comments. 
Residents may continue to provide feedback at 
publicinput.com/RudeeLoop. Additional marketing 
opportunities will be available regarding the survey in the 
form of info cards with a QR code that will be provided to you for distribution to your constituents.  
 
City staff and the vendor Work Program Architects (WPA) are working together to conduct open 
houses as additional options for stakeholders who wish to provide feedback in person. Two open 
houses are set for the following dates: 

• Friday, Jan. 27 | 6:30 a.m. to early afternoon at Rudee Loop (weather permitting – rain date 
scheduled for the same time and location on Friday, Feb. 3) 

• Tuesday, Jan. 31 | 6:30-8 p.m. at Kempsville Recreation Center 
 
 
 

Virginia Beach Housing and Neighborhood Preservation needs the public’s help in identifying 
locations throughout the city where individuals have been observed living without shelter. The 
information will help guide staff during the annual Point-in-Time (PIT) Count of the homeless 
population. Residents can submit locations directly on a map at publicinput.com/2023VBPITCount 
from their mobile device or computer through Monday, Jan. 9. Location points should include the 
date observed and additional details that will help describe the situation. Visual observations only – 
please do not engage the individuals.  
 
The City has a Homeless Outreach Team whose role is to find, engage and assess the needs of people 
experiencing street homelessness and help connect them to available resources. This tool enhances 
the team’s efforts for the PIT Count to help ensure they are as thorough as possible and that all 
unsheltered individuals have the opportunity to be included in the count and assessed for services. 
 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development requires cities that receive federal funding 
for homeless programs to conduct an unduplicated count of the homeless population. The count 
helps determine how much funding a community will receive for homeless programs and services 
and provides demographic information about a city’s homeless population. Each year, approximately 
$2 million is granted through the Continuum of Care to Virginia Beach agencies that provide housing 
and supportive services to the homeless. For assistance with the online tool, contact Stacey Leary, 
757-385-5161, sleary@vbgov.com. For more info about providing locations for the Homeless 
Outreach Team, contact Crystal Bailey, 757-385-5165. 
 
 

https://publicinput.com/RudeeLoop
http://www.publicinput.com/2022VBPITCount
mailto:sleary@vbgov.com


   

 

Although Electric Vehicles (EVs) have been available in the U.S. for more than a decade, over the 
course of 2022, the EV market experienced unprecedented growth. According to Automotive News, 
registrations for electric cars increased by 60% in the first quarter of 2022, despite the overall market 
being down 18%. With the federal government offering tax credits to incentivize the conversion to 
electric-fueled cars, automakers have been hard pressed to keep pace with demand which is 
resulting in lengthy waitlists. However, some areas with high EV adoption are facing a public charging 
infrastructure beleaguered by insufficient stations according to an August 2022 study by J.D. Power. 
 
As Virginia Beach looks forward and takes steps to prepare for the downstream effects of these 
transportation changes, the City wants to ensure that our community is prepared with the 
infrastructure necessary to support more widespread EV usage. To that end, Public Works has 
engaged a consultant, the CADMUS group, to conduct an Electric Vehicle Study and ultimately an 
Electric Vehicle Plan that will serve as a roadmap to accommodate the anticipated needs of City 
residents, workforce members and visitors as we transition from conventionally fueled vehicles to 
EVs. It will include an analysis of our community’s needs, opportunities and challenges. The plan will 
also detail strategies for low- and moderate-income neighborhoods and communities with a low 
ratio of private parking spaces to households or a high ratio of multiunit dwellings to single-family 
homes. The final report will establish a vision, goals and clearly defined roles for the City, the private 
sector and the community to implement strategies for investing in EV charging infrastructure. 
 
Community feedback is vitally important to developing the plan and an initial survey will be available 
beginning Thursday, Jan. 12, at www.speakupvb.com. It will remain online for one month. A 
presentation will be forthcoming, following the public participation part of the study. 
 
 

 

 

Virginia Beach Public Library is expanding hours at six branches and three drive-up windows to 
increase library access for Virginia Beach residents. VBPL’s Bayside, Kempsville, Oceanfront, Princess 
Anne and Windsor Woods branches are now open to the public from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday, instead of closing at 6 p.m. The Great Neck Area Library, currently closed for 
renovations, will follow this schedule when it reopens later this year. The change marks a return to 
pre-pandemic hours at these locations and provides customers with more time to access library 
meeting spaces, public computers, collections, programs and more. Drive-up windows at VBPL’s 
Bayside, Oceanfront and Princess Anne libraries will open a half hour earlier, at 9 a.m. instead of 9:30 
a.m., Monday through Saturday.  
 
Following a 2020 reduction in library positions and operating hours resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic, VBPL began expanding hours again in August 2021. For more details about VBPL and its 
locations and hours, visit www.VBgov.com/libraries.  

 

https://www.speakupvb.com/
https://www.vbgov.com/libraries


   

 

 

•  A limited time exhibition fusing art, history, and technology will be on 
display from Jan. 23 to May 14, 2023, at the Virginia Aquarium. This exhibit is included with 
general admission to the Aquarium.  
 

•  Recycle old electronics that have stacked up around the house or in storage over the 
years at the E-Cycling Event hosted by the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center, in 
partnership with Goodwill, TFC Recycling and the City of Virginia Beach Waste Management 
department. Stop by the Aquarium’s East Parking Lot on Saturday, Jan. 28 from 9 a.m. until noon. 
Only personal-use items will be collected at this time. 
 

•  For the 13th year, the annual Winter Wildlife Festival will take place 
from Jan. 28 through Feb. 5 and will offer over 50 programs and activities, many of which are 
free, that invite attendees to embrace and enjoy nature. Festival highlights include birding tram 
tours, whale-watching boat tours, a birding challenge, photo contest and more. More info is 
available at www.VBgov.com/winterwildlife.  

 
 
 

The Virginia Beach Arts & Humanities Commission celebrates arts and culture each month by 
highlighting its “Top 3” arts events, all of which receive support from the commission.  
 

• “24th Annual Lollipop Concert: Aesop’s Fables” with Ballet Virginia: This 45-minute concert 
designed for children ages 5-12 years old will highlight the age-old fables first told by Aesop. 
Concert starts at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 8, at the Sandler Center. 

• “Much Ado About Nothing” at Little Theatre of Virginia Beach: Beatrice and Benedick’s famous 
love-hate relationship meets the 21st century in this fresh adaptation of Shakespeare’s play. 
Performances run Jan. 13 – Feb. 5.  

• “Electric Bass Superstar Returns!” presented by Virginia Symphony Orchestra: Five-time Grammy 
winner and Newport News native Victor Wooten returns, this time playing an amazing piece he’s 
written for himself with an orchestra. Concert starts at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 22, at the 
Sandler Center. 

 
For more information about tickets and upcoming arts and cultural events, visit www.vbarts.org. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.virginiaaquarium.com/plan-your-visit/events/e-cycling-event
http://www.vbgov.com/winterwildlife
https://vbarts.org/


   

 

 

 

 

♦ Jan. 5, 2023 – Fios TV Programming Change 

  

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | Jan. 8 through Jan. 14, 2023. 

 

 

 

 



 

On or after January 31, 2023, Yahoo, Inc. will discontinue its Yahoo! Finance HD 
programming on Fios TV channel 604.  This is a provider-driven change. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

     Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 
Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 

 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
JANUARY 8 – JANUARY 14, 2023 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced programming to support the mission of the 
Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School System.  Program listings 
reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, and special events.  
 

 e~Streaming is available at https://www.vbgov.com/media for all LIVE public sessions of Virginia Beach 

City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous meetings, and original VBTV 
programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach City School Board can be 
accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the January 

3 meeting: Sun 9am.  LIVE: Tue 2:30pm.  Recablecast: Thu 7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — LIVE: Wed 

Noon.  Recablecast: Thu 9am.  Also recablecast on Cox 47 / Verizon 47, Fri 7pm. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 

December 13 meeting: Mon 2pm.  LIVE: Tue, Workshop 4pm; Formal Session 6pm.  Recablecast: Wed 
7pm; Sat 9am. 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 48 / VERIZON 45 

 
DUCK CARVERS OF THE TIDEWATER — Decoys were first made to lure wildfowl within shooting range 
by market hunters but are now sought after by collectors who pay thousands of dollars for those made by 
the top names in carving.  An art handed down from father to son, hear how some of the prominent decoy 
carvers of the Virginia Beach and Knott's Island areas have preserved the art and lore of this fascinating 
skill.  Sun & Fri 6pm; Mon & Sat 3pm; Tue Noon; Wed 9am; Thu 6am & 9pm. 
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — Hop aboard the Airship Curiosity and travel the globe for an adventure of fun 
and discovery.  How do leaves change color?  What was farming like in colonial days?  Why are 
fingerprints different and how do police use them to solve crime?  Also, learn how a submarine works, 
and discover the caues of wind.  Sun & Fri Noon; Mon & Sat 9am; Tue 6am & 9pm; Wed 6pm; Thu 3pm.    
 
UNION KEMPSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL MUSEUM VIRTUAL TOUR — Princess Anne County Training 
School was the first high school for African Americans in what is now known as Virginia Beach.  Today 
the legacy of the school continues with the establishment of a museum to share stories of family, 
community, sacrifice, and the importance of education.  Sun & Fri 3pm; Mon & Sat Noon; Tue 9am; Wed 
6am & 9pm; Thu 6pm.   
 
VBPD ACADEMY CLASS #62 PART 1 — Meet members of the Virginia Beach Police Department 
Training Academy staff and the recruits of Class 62 as they begin their 26-week journey to become sworn 
officers of the VBPD.  Sun & Fri 6am & 9pm; Mon & Sat 6pm; Tue 3pm; Wed Noon; Thu 9am. 
 
VIRGINIA BEACH COLD CASE FILES: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO BARBARA JEAN? — See if you 
can help solve perplexing disappearances, tragic murders and unsolved crimes from VBPD’s cold case 
files.  Sun & Fri 9am; Mon & Sat 6am & 9pm; Tue 6pm; Wed 3pm; Thu Noon.   

 

https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
http://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?


 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 47 / VERIZON 47 

 
DUCK CARVERS OF THE TIDEWATER — Sun & Fri 8am; Mon & Sat 5am & 8pm; Tue 5pm; Wed 2pm; 
Thu 11am.  
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — Sun & Fri 5pm; Tue 11am; Wed 8am; Thu 5am & 8pm; Sat 2pm.  
 
UNION KEMPSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL MUSEUM VIRTUAL TOUR — Sun & Fri 5am & 8pm; Mon & Sat 
5pm; Tue 2pm; Wed 11am; Thu 8am;  
 
VBPD ACADEMY CLASS #62 PART 2 — Sun & Fri 11am; Mon & Sat 8am; Tue 5am & 8pm; Wed 5pm; 
Thu 2pm.  
 
VIRGINIA BEACH COLD CASE FILES — Sun & Fri 2pm; Mon & Sat 11am; Tue 8am; Wed 5am; Thu 
5pm.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 46 / VERIZON 46 
 
General information about the City of Virginia Beach, plus current events and late-breaking news of 
interest to local citizens, cablecasts 24 hours a day with audio provided by NOAA Weather radio.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Creative Services Division at 385-1868 or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 

  

http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com
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