
 

 

 

 

The future of Rudee Loop and the naming of our new soon-to-

come online chatbot are two topics available for the public to 

provide input at www.speakupVB.com.  

 

 We have partnered with Work 

Program Architects (WPA) to conduct community engagement as we work to establish a plan for 

Rudee Loop. The results will be provided for City 

Council upon completion of outreach.  

 

The first opportunity for the public to participate is an 

online survey open until midnight on Sunday, Jan. 8, 

2023, at publicinput.com/RudeeLoop. If you cannot 

complete the survey at the link, call Nancy Bloom at 

757-385-6279 and request a hard copy of the survey.  

 

Over the next few months, WPA will be meeting individually with key stakeholders and the 

general public will have two additional opportunities to provide their input via two open house 

events. Details regarding the dates, locations and times are still being determined. Additional 

information may be found at VBgov.com/RudeeLoop. 

 

We are expanding digital government services by adding an 

automated chatbot to our website and service request mobile app. The bot uses artificial 

intelligence and machine learning to assist in responding to citizens’ online questions. The 

enhanced service will ask the user how we can be of assistance. Based on the response, the 

chatbot will automatically display knowledge articles and/or links to information and services 

provided by the City.  

 

Residents will be able to make the final decision on 

what the chatbot should be named out of these five 

proposed names: 

• Beachbot 

• Ask Neptune 

• Ask VB  

• VBBot  

• Botsby 

 

Voting is available online at publicinput.com/chatbot. Residents can select their favorite choice 

until Dec. 15. The chatbot’s name will be announced when the service launches in January 2023. 

 

http://www.speakupvb.com/
https://publicinput.com/RudeeLoop
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/communications-office/hot-topics/Pages/Rudee-Loop.aspx
https://www.publicinput.com/chatbot


   

 

 

 

 

The City honored Thomas M. Leahy, III, former Public 

Utilities director, deputy city manager and interim city manager, 

at a dedication ceremony last month. City Council renamed the 

Lake Gaston Pump Station the Thomas M. Leahy, III 

Municipal Pump Station upon his retirement in 2020.  

 

As an engineer for the Department of Public Utilities, Leahy played a pivotal role in securing a 

plentiful and reliable water source for Virginia Beach through the Lake Gaston water supply 

project. The dedication ceremony fittingly fell within two weeks of the 25-year anniversary of 

the ceremony celebrating the completion of the Lake Gaston Pipeline project. 

 

Several people, including myself, Mayor Bobby Dyer, Public Utilities Director Bob Montague, 

former City Manager James K. Spore, former Public Utilities Director Clarence O. Warnstaff 

and the honoree, Tom Leahy, provided remarks at the ceremony held in Council Chamber. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Sheriff’s Office held its 53rd Basic Academy graduation ceremony on 

Nov. 22, recognizing 16 deputy recruits’ successful completion of 17 weeks of training in 

Virginia law, ethics, cultural 

diversity, firearms, defensive 

tactics, emergency vehicle 

operations, first aid and more. 

 

Undersheriff Brian Struzzieri 

congratulated the graduates on 

their accomplishment and told them to continue honing their craft throughout their career. The 

16 deputies have each met the Department of Criminal Justice Services’ requirements for 

graduation and received their Basic Jailer and Civil Process certifications. They will be assigned 

to the Virginia Beach Correctional Center and bring the number of active, sworn Virginia Beach 

Sheriff’s Office deputies to 387. 

 

 



   

 

 

This year marks the third straight year that Virginia 

Beach has earned a raw score above 100. Virginia 

Beach’s raw score of 111 is one of the highest scores 

in the nation and the highest in Virginia. 

 

The MEI is a nationwide benchmarking tool 

developed by the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) for understanding how inclusive municipal 

laws, policies and services are for the LGBTQ+ people who live and work there. Cities are rated 

based on non-discrimination laws, the municipality as an employer, municipal services, law 

enforcement and city leadership’s public position on equality. The HRC considers 100 to be a 

perfect score, but also provides a raw score of up to 122 due to bonus points. The MEI serves as 

a guide to help local governments improve equality, but also as a resource for companies looking 

to expand into areas that are actively fostering inclusion. 

 

We have made huge strides since receiving the first MEI Score. In the first year of the MEI 

(2011), Virginia Beach scored only a 17. After receiving a score of 50 on the index in 2018, City 

leadership appointed an LGBTQ+ liaison to the city manager to review City policies and 

services, organize training and implement strategies to ensure inclusivity for LGBTQ+ 

individuals. Since then, we have worked hard to create or change policies and ordinances 

designed to increase the visibility of services for LGBTQ+ individuals, as well as develop 

programs to engage and support the community. These efforts have proven to be successful – 

Virginia Beach’s score in 2019 improved to a 77 and the City earned a perfect score for the first 

time in 2020 and maintained it ever since. 

 

To review the full report and each individual city’s score, visit hrc.org/mei. 

 

 

 

 

•  Virginia Beach Public Works is currently completing construction 

work on Phase I of the Eastern Shore Drive Drainage Improvements Project. Phase I 

construction involved relocating a large gravity sanitary sewer which exists beneath the Cape 

Henry Canal, to underneath Cape Henry Drive. This work is necessary to widen and deepen 

the Cape Henry Canal beginning the summer of 2023. 

 

Because of this work during Phase II, the contractor must provide a pedestrian detour for the 

Cape Henry Trail. The planned detour will begin at Ebb Tide Road; direct pedestrians 

northward to Shore Drive; and then bring them back to the trail at Sea Shell Road. The 

contractor will continue to ensure access to residents’ driveways, mail delivery, trash pickup, 

and emergency vehicles. The trail detour is currently in place until sometime in the 

spring/summer of 2023. 

 

 

 

https://www.hrc.org/resources/municipal-equality-index


   

 

 

 

Overnight shelter for single adults (18 and older) experiencing homelessness is available through 

the Virginia Beach Winter Shelter program, which provides homeless individuals with a 

warm place to sleep each night at various faith organizations throughout the city. Individuals 

must check in each day overnight shelter is needed. Shelter space is limited and placement in the 

program is not guaranteed. Check-in times and locations are as follows: 
 

• Monday – Friday, 4-6 p.m., Housing Resource Center, 104 N Witchduck Road 

• Saturday and Holidays, 5-6 p.m., PiN Ministry, 1164 Millers Lane, Suite A 

• Sunday, 5-6 p.m. Mount Olive Baptist Church, 310 N Birdneck Road 
 

Transportation is provided from the check-in location to the shelter site. Each individual is 

allowed to bring one bag that is able to fit underneath their seat on in the overhead bin on the 

bus. The Winter Shelter program runs through March 22, 2023. For more information, contact 

PiN Ministry at 757-962-3567. Families with children experiencing homelessness who need 

overnight shelter should call the Regional Housing Crisis Hotline at 757-227-5932. 

  

 

 

 

 

Virginia Beach Public Library has partnered with Virginia Beach City Public Schools to host a 

series of five career exploration programs for seventh grade students. The students identified 

career paths they are interested in learning about, and VBPL staff planned the programming. The 

series launched on Nov. 17 with 45 students from six VBCPS middle schools visiting the Central 

Library to learn about the career experiences from individuals working in the fields of journalism 

and graphic design. 

 

In addition to Q&A sessions with the presenters, students 

participated in hands-on learning activities related to the 

career paths to help them identify their own strengths and 

interests and practice networking. After participating in 

the program, 90% of the students said the program helped 

them explore future career options, and 75% reported 

feeling optimistic about their futures. 

 

VBPL will host an additional four career exploration programs in the 2023-2024 school year, 

highlighting another eight careers that students have expressed interest in exploring. The 

VBPL/VBCPS partnership is initiative 4.3C in the City of Virginia Beach’s FY22-23 Strategic 

Plan and is funded through a $18,000 grant from the Virginia Beach Public Library Foundation. 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

•  Yule love this new holiday tradition! Come celebrate the season by 

stepping back in time to experience some favorite colonial Christmas traditions. Tickets are 

$15 for adults and children over 10, $7 for children ages 2-10 and free for children younger 

than 2. Tours happen every 30 minutes from 6-9 p.m. at the Thoroughgood House through 

Dec. 4. 

•  Bring the family to the beach and celebrate 

the holiday season at the annual Holiday Parade. Giant balloons, 

marching bands, lighted floats and more will make their way north on 

Atlantic Avenue, from 15th Street to 25th Street, starting at 5:30 p.m. on 

Saturday, Dec. 3. For more info: www.beacheventsvb.com 

•  Winter wonderlands require wonderful wreaths, 

so why not make one of your own? Occurring at 3:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. at the Lynnhaven 

Colonial Education Center on Dec. 7, sessions are 90 minutes each, and guests may wish to 

bring an apron/smock, or dress casually, to avoid stains or mess from the materials being 

used. Tickets are $40 per person. 

*Purchase VBHM event tickets here. For the latest info, visit museumsvb.org.   

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Arts & Humanities Commission celebrates arts and culture each month by 

highlighting its “Top 3” arts events, all of which receive support from the commission.  

 

•  Visitors can purchase unique holiday gifts at the Virginia 

Beach Arts Center, including handmade fine crafts and art designed to delight. Exhibition 

and sale are now open through Dec. 24. 

•  Santa Claus is stopping by to be a part of the Virginia Symphony 

Orchestra’s Jingle Bell Jam. Celebrate the magic of the season with an afternoon showcasing 

the music of the holidays. Pre-concert activities start at 2 p.m., and show starts at 3 p.m., on 

Dec. 11 at the Sandler Center for Performing Arts. 

•  Tchaikovsky’s breathtaking score will be performed 

live by Symphonicity as Ballet Virginia dances to this holiday classic. Performances run Dec. 

16-18 at the Sandler Center for Performing Arts. 

 

For more information about tickets and upcoming arts and cultural events, visit www.vbarts.org.  

 

 

http://www.beacheventsvb.com/events/holiday-parade-at-the-beach
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/vbparksrec/activity/search?onlineSiteId=0&activity_select_param=0&activity_category_ids=59&viewMode=list
https://www.museumsvb.org/
https://vbarts.org/


   

 

 

 

 

♦ November/December 2022 – Copy of Fios TV Programming Changes from Verizon. 

  

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | Dec. 4 through Dec. 10, 2022. 

 

 

 

 



On or after January 1, 2023, Cinémoi (ch 236) will no longer be available and the programming 

will be removed from the Fios TV line-up. 



 

 
 
 

 

     Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 
Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 

 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
DECEMBER 4 – DECEMBER 10, 2022 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced programming to support the mission of the 
Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School System.  Program listings 
reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, and special events.  
 

 e~Streaming is available at https://www.vbgov.com/media for all LIVE public sessions of Virginia Beach 

City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous meetings, and original VBTV 
programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach City School Board can be 
accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the 

November 22 Five Year Forecast and meeting: Sun 9am.  LIVE: Tue, Informal Session 2pm; Formal 
Session 6pm.  Recablecast: Thu 7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 

November 22 meeting: Mon 2pm; Wed 7pm; Sat 9am. 

 
 
 
 
 

AccessVB (formerly Virginia Beach Television), is upgrading vital infrastructure and unable to present our 
usual spectrum of programming.  As noted above, live meetings and replays of those meetings will continue 
unchanged because of their importance, but the remainder of our schedule will be replaced with Community 
Matters, our text-based information channel featuring current events and late-breaking news of interest to 
local citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Creative Services Division at 385-1868 or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 

  

https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com
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