Mayor Bobby Dyer delivered his fourth State of the City
address, back in person to a ballroom filled with more than 900
people at the Convention Center. I presented alongside him this year and we focused on three
key areas: recovering from the impacts of the pandemic, reinvesting back into our communities
and reimagining what the future looks like for Virginia Beach.

We have many reasons to be proud of our work done this last year. Some of the highlights
include our Vaccinate VB efforts; providing essential resources through the Virginia Beach
Pandemic Relief Partnership; launching the Virginia Beach Small Business Capital Access
Program and other resources for our local small businesses; signing an Intergovernmental
Support Agreement to pave the way for Future Base Design at Naval Station Oceana; continuing
to position Virginia Beach as one of the main offshore wind energy hubs in the nation; and
passing the Flood Protection Program bond referendum.
The event also provided an exciting announcement. If you haven’t heard by now, Mayor Dyer
revealed that Virginia Beach will host Jackalope, a three-day action sports festival that features
international-caliber competitions in skateboarding, base jumping, rock climbing, surfing and
more. It’s the largest action sports event in Canada and it will make its U.S. debut June 2023
here in our coastal city.
Virginia Beach was the first Hampton Roads city to deliver its 2022 State of the City address as
part of the series hosted by the Hampton Roads Chamber. The full video is posted on the City’s
YouTube channel, youtube.com/VirginiaBeachTV, and is being rebroadcast on AccessVB from
March 20 through April 2. The full text of the address is online at VBgov.com/stateofthecity.

Council Member Sabrina Wooten
and Economic Development are
expanding efforts to reach more small
businesses via Launch VB, a business
initiative and new online resource for
those who want to start a business or expand an existing one. From writing a business plan and
obtaining licenses, to finding new markets and incentives – Launch VB can help. The site
consolidates critical information such as financial and hiring advice, location ideas, and other
resources to help establish their business. More information about Launch VB can be found at
virginiabeach.gov/LaunchVB, or by calling Economic Development at 757-385-6464.

After a competitive search, I have selected Tam Nguyen as the new Chief
Performance Officer, overseeing the Office of Performance and
Accountability. Tam, who has nearly 15 years of experience of data
analysis, strategic planning and process improvement experience in public
and private sectors, most recently served as the strategic initiatives
coordinator for Parks and Recreation. He led their participation in VBStat, VBPerformance and
VBStrategy initiatives; and had oversight of the department’s strategic plan, its national reaccreditation process, and the automation of performance reporting using Microsoft Power BI.
Prior to joining the City, Tam held several leadership roles in the private sector, leading research,
statistical modeling, capability gap analyses, and risk assessments to guide priority investments,
address performance deficits and improve efficiencies. Additionally, he managed crossdepartmental functional teams including database administrators, business analysts and quality
assurance specialists to lessen disruption to business continuity and service delivery. Tam earned
a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Public Administration from George Mason University. He
will begin his new role on April 7.

•

The deadline to apply for the 2022 Summer Youth Employment Program
(SYEP) has been extended to March 22. SYEP is open to Virginia Beach residents, ages 16-21, and
runs from June 21 to Aug. 12. Participants will earn at least $11 per hour, working a minimum of 2735 hours per week during the eight-week program. Workplace readiness and financial literacy training
are also provided during the orientation and throughout the entire program. For more info, visit
VBgov.com/SYEP or contact Andrea Holloman, (757) 385-0432.

•

Bring your old electronics to the Virginian Aquarium for disposal at the ecycling event from 9 a.m. to noon in the East Parking Lot of the Virginia Aquarium. More details and
acceptable items for recycling can be found at www.virginiaaquarium.com.

The Convention and Visitors Bureau is now accepting nominations for its 2022 Virginia
Beach Travel & Tourism Awards in celebration of National Travel & Tourism Week (May 17). The annual awards recognize Virginia Beach’s dedicated hospitality professionals who help
host the millions of annual visitors who select the resort city as their destination of choice.
Awards will be presented at a luncheon to be held at the Virginia Beach Convention Center in
May during National Travel & Tourism Week.
Nominations can be made in several industry-related
categories. To nominate a “hospitality hero,” visit
tinyurl.com/VBNTTW2022. Deadline to submit is Friday,
March 25. Contact: Erin Goldmeier, (757) 385-6605.

The Virginia Beach Department of Human Services, in partnership with the Foodbank of
Southeastern Virginia and the Eastern Shore, will host another drive-thru food pantry for
Virginia Beach residents from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 29, in the parking lot of the Veterans United Home
Loans Amphitheater, 3550 Cellar Door Way. The pantry will
distribute fresh food on a first-come, first-served basis and
will run until 1 p.m. or until supplies run out, whichever
occurs first.
Attendees are asked to enter the line through Dam Neck Road.
Signs and volunteers will direct traffic to the loading stations.
Participants are asked to remain in their vehicles at all times. Staff and volunteers will load the
groceries into the trunks or rear storage areas of participating vehicles. To load the groceries and
move vehicles through the lines as quickly as possible, please have the trunk or storage area free
of clutter. Pantry items will be prepacked into bags containing a mix of fresh and shelf-stable
foods. To date, more than 6,300 households have been served.

If you’re age 20 or older and want to complete your high school diploma to improve your career
options – or for your own personal achievement – Virginia Beach Public Library (VBPL) has a
program for you. Career Online High School is fully online, available 24/7, and free to Virginia
Beach residents. Work at your own pace with support from a personal academic coach, and get
help with a resume, cover letter and other tools for career advancement. In addition to an
accredited diploma, you can earn a career certificate in a field of your choice including general
career prep, office management, childcare and education, home care, security, food and
hospitality, leisure, commercial driving and retail customer service. Just added in March 2022 is
the option to earn a certificate in manufacturing.
More than 40 Virginia Beach residents have earned a high school diploma and career certificate
through VBPL since 2016, and another 19 are in the program and working toward graduation.
VBPL has 26 scholarships available to Virginia Beach residents ages 20 and older. To learn
more, including how to enroll and available scholarships, visit VBgov.com/VBPLdiploma or
email VBPLdiploma@VBgov.com.

Virginia Beach Public Library’s Battle of the Books
programs (one for fifth graders and one for middle
schoolers) wrapped up in early March. The annual game
show-style reading program challenges teams of students Fifth Grade Battle of the Books winners
to read books, have fun with friends, compete with other teams and win prizes. The Fifth Grade
Edition saw participation from 388 students in 91 teams from 37 Virginia Beach elementary
schools. The teams competed throughout February, and the top five teams moved to the grand
finale at Central Library on March 5. Lev Grossman, author of “The Silver Arrow,” was on hand
to speak with the participants about his book. The final teams represented Old Donation School,
John B. Dey, Red Mill and Arrowhead elementary schools, with the Mind Readers from John B.
Dey emerging as the winners.
Battle of the Books: Middle School Edition saw participation from 167 students in 41 teams
from nine Virginia Beach middle schools. VBPL staff led 49 virtual battles and in the finale on
Jan. 28, the Riptides from Old Donation School were named champions for the second year in a
row. The Friends of Virginia Beach Public Library provided the funding for both the elementary
and middle school Battle of the Books competitions.

Virginia Beach Public Library welcomed award-winning
author Jason Reynolds to the Central Library for an author
talk and book signing on Feb. 18. Reynolds’ visit marked the
finale of VBPL’s “Stamped from the Beginning” community
read program which began in September 2021. Reynolds, the
author of 17 books, including “Stamped: Racism, Antiracism,
and You” which followed the research of Dr. Ibram X.
Kendi’s book “Stamped from the Beginning,” shared the story of how he came to write the book,
discussed many of the important topics it covers and answered questions from the audience. The
program was made possible, in part, by the Hampton Roads Community Foundation, Virginia
Humanities, the Virginia Beach Library Foundation, and the Friends of Virginia Beach Public
Library. Learn more about the program at VBgov.com/library.

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | March 20 through March 26, 2022.

Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48
Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
MARCH 20 – MARCH 26, 2022
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced programming to support the mission of the
Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School System. Program listings
reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, and special events.

 e~Streaming is available at https://www.vbgov.com/media for all LIVE public sessions of Virginia Beach
City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous meetings, and original VBTV
programming. LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach City School Board can be
accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the March
15 meeting: Sun 9am. LIVE: Tue 2pm. Recablecast: Thu 7pm; Fri 9am.

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the
March 8 meeting: Mon 2pm. LIVE: Tue, Workshop 3:30pm; Formal Session 6pm. Recablecast: Wed
7pm; Sat 9am.

VBTV is upgrading vital infrastructure and unable to present our usual spectrum of programming. As noted
above, live meetings and replays of those meetings will continue unchanged because of their importance,
but the remainder of our schedule will be replaced with Community Matters, our text-based information
channel featuring current events and late-breaking news of interest to local citizens.

Visit our web site at
www.VBgov.com/VBTV
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Creative Services Division at 385-1868 or
multimedia@vbgov.com

